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‘The gold dewe dropys Wf (peche and eloquence 
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Pets for which he has no 
fuch a map lived ata time our 
= been his fon. T muft confefs I think 
*, and that for various reafons, which 
they have been taken notice of before 
ly asIcan. Firft then, his education 
bred at both the Univer 
fies, and at lata ftudent 
vat he was fined two filings for beating 
ext, his poft at court thevs him to have 
ve birels was much food upon in thot 
fthe belt quality were the King’s pases, 
med by his marriage, which fo proud a 
would not haveadmitted ifhe had bea 
ach lef have recommended him to his 
¢ him the uncle-in-law of his own chil- 
ritings shew him a gentleman, for they 
ch freedom and fpirit as mu have ex- 
sy if he had not been a gentleman, and 
ably have appeafed by fome reafonable 
mypany he kept, ad the refpe€t that wae 
em the cleareftteftimonies of thisywhich 
of li intelligent reader 
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notwithfanding which his having that intereft feemg 
tobea corroborating proof ofhisbeingacitizen’sfop”. 


* Of his being a citiaen’s for.} It feems to have been a doubt 
with Leland whether Oxfordshire of Berkthire produced this 
great man, but he thought he had reafon to think that he was 
born in one of thofe counties. If Berkihlre was to be preferred, 
then Dunnington would bid thefairett for it,which was certainly 
Chaucer’s feat; but then itfeems to de no tele certain that be 
purchatfed it from Sir Richard Adderbury. Pitts affirms roundly 
that he was born at Wooditock, and Camden, {peaking of that 
place, fays, that having nothing in it elfe remarkable [t boatts 
of having produced our Enytith Homer,Geoffrey Chaucer : but 
he was too knowing a man to credit this; he knew the reafon 
of it to be that Chaucer had a houfe there, and Ewelin and 
H«cknorton in the fame county were alfo belonging to his fa- 
mily, and might therefore with as much juftice as Woodftock 
put ina clafin to his birth. But Chaucer himfelf feems to have 
determined the point as clearly as man could do, for fpeaking 
of the troubles that had hapse ned in this place he fays, ** The 
“* city of Lyndon, that is to me fo deat and fweet, in which I 
“* was forth-grown ; and more kindly love have I to that place 
** than any other on earth, as every kindly creature lath full 
«* appetite to that plice of his k.ndly engendruer,” 5c. and 
thereiore Camden very jut ly takes occaticn, fpeaking of ano- 
ther poet, to affirm” that’ Léndéa‘ was our Author ’s birthplace: 
* Fdinund penfer,” fays he, * a'Londoner, was fo finiled 
* on by the Mufes at his birth that he excelled all the Cnglith 
** poets that went before him, iFwe except only his fellow- cf- 
** tizen Chaucer.” It may fee a little difficult to’ reconcile 
what is feid In this note to whit has bee: advanced in the for- 
sricr, and yet it may be done tolerably; well, for though we now 
confider a citizen of Lenden as atrader of courfe, yet In the 
tines When Chaucet Hved men of creat quality and diftinetion 
rehided in the city, where the court was alfo kept, and there- 
toe he might very wel! be in this fenfe the fon of an inhabi- 
teste: Borden, and €il his father might not be either mer- 
whantor viruner, but in foime poftabout he court; and this ia 


ceirfetfes 


‘but to een ‘the ‘di 
ed thi fn his pene a eo hie 
pane} hich thows the intéreft Ne had 

re ‘Yet he'ifirnis that in what he did he 

t Tce Tet meant to throw afl things in- 

It’ ay a YéafbA why he thould be be- 

ne that he was a native of London, and 

ene Liat ecg ‘place tipon earth, as every creature 
he place ftom which it fpritgs. After clearing 

upithe ree ‘far x3 poftile we thall be more brief in our 


feels pan “ther points of this hitory, though a large and 
iif of Chaucer feems to 'be a work sill wanting to the 


earned world after all the pains that has been hitherto taken 
about ite 

‘Aid treat jtrenttb of genidi.) The mofl certain accoun' 
swe lave of Chaucer are thot taken from his awn writings, in 
which thereare a great variety of circumitances that occur not 
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‘My mailer CHAUCER.-.chiefe poste of Bretay ear 

‘Who all Usislondefehulde of ryantpreferrey 

‘ith of our lage he war the lode-Rerrom.= 

‘That made Grit indy Ayleand rayne 

‘The gold dewedropys nf fpeche and eloquence 

Into our tunge thragh his excellence, LYDGATE, 
‘The henor of agli tong ie dede-—— 

My may llerCH AUCER, floare of eloquence, 

Mirroarof fruétwausentendement, 

Uaivervel fadie in fence 

“‘Phie londie vervay trefour and reheffe- 

‘The firte fynder of our fayre langage. OCCLEVE. 
‘Venerabill CHAUCER, princtpall poete but perey 

Hevinly trumpet, orlee and regalere, 

Ineloguence balme,condiét and dial, 

-Mylky fountane, cleve ferand,and role rally 

Of frefche endite tnmrw A¥playa land braid. DOUGLAS. 
O reverend CHAUCER! rule of rethouris all, 

Asinoure toung foustmperial 

‘That rae in Brittane evie. qui reldia right 

‘Thou beirs of Makers the tlumphs royally 

‘The frefehe enamilt termes celefall: 

‘This mater couth haifilluminit fall hrichty 

‘Was thou noeht, f out Fnglieall the light, 

Surmounting every toung terrefriall 

Asfaras Mayi's orto dois midnight Downs 
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philofopher, an ingenious mathematician} and a/hély. 
divine. ‘That he was a great matter in alronomy is | 
plain from his Difcourfes of the Aftrolabe; tharhe | 
‘wos verfed in the Hermetick philofophy appears by 
his Tale of the Chanon's Yeoman; his knowledge in 
divinity is evident from his Parfon's Tales and his 
philofophy from The Teftament of Love. | 


After he left this univerfity he travelled abroad 
through Frahceand the Low Countriesin orderto fee 
the world, and to improve the knowledge which he 
had acquired from books; but when he went abroad 
or at what time he returned are circumftances not 
eafy tobedetermiined. Yet fure there isa probability 
that he fpent not many years out of his own countrys 
fince the belt ‘writers fem to be well fatisfied that 
after his retura he entered himfeif of the Middles 
‘Temple, and decanie a ftudent there of the meniay 
pal laws of this land. Of this learning having recede: 
ved fome tin@ure he betook himfelf to the court, 
which was indeed the place in the world fittet for a 
manofhisaccomplifhmentsto thrive in, His firftem~ 
ployment there was in quality of the King's Page, ia 
thofe times a very honourable office; as it gave near 
and frequent accefs to the royal prefence; but one 
‘would imagine this was not a pott to which any but 
a young man could be advanced upon his coming t6 
court, and thereforcitfeemsmof confiftent with trith 
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And fo on to the end of the 109 velumes. 


| fays that he 
Pitt that he wad Petes, Speghe ehiit his 


‘father was a vintner, Hearnethathewasa merchant, 
‘and’the fifth and latt opinion, which is the belt, is, 
that nothing can be faid with any tolerable afforance 
‘of his family at all, but.that there is fomewhat more 


probability ofhis being the fon of a gentleman rathet 
than of atradefmah®.” 


‘© Ratber than of a trademan.} Teisa point well agreed 
mongft our ancient authors that the French firname of this 
family, which was varioutly written, as for Inftance Chaucier, 
‘Chaucterrls,Chautfer,Chautir, £5. fignified athoemaker ; but 
notwithttanding this itis very well known that the funder of 
this family in England was a Norman chicf that came over with 
William the Conquerour,:as appears by the roll of Battle-AU- 
bey ; and in ucceeding times there were feveral perfor LINE 








Eaeint'vcindielaeoevakds hime fr Titance, in 
the auibyear of hisecign he granted himn am annuity of 
twenty marke pdr damnum out of the Bachequer. How 
meen foc ver fuch @ pehfion may feemmow it was 

very confiderable,and in Chaucer's cafe was itill rhe 
miore valtiablé’as being an eamnelt of fucure fx 

for not longafeer we find Kim Geutleman of the King's 
Privy-Chamber;and by that title the King granted to 
him, by leteety patente dated in the asth year of his 
reign, the further'furn of twenty marks per unum du 
ring his life. 

In this ftation fie did not long continue, being next 

year made Shieldbearer to the King,a title at that 
time, thongh’now extinét, of great honour, fuch pe 

fons being always nest the King's nerfon ani esis 











cetacean otek ete of 
the lands and body éf Sir'Edniund Staplégate, fon of 
sir Edmawrid Staplegate of Kéne\ iw ward, for which 
he received one hundred and fovt pounds; and other 
pecuniary advantageshe had, which enabled him to 
raile altogethér'anincon‘e of onéthoufund pounds fr 
annum, which wasin thele daysa prodigious fam, and 
might well enable him to live, xs he fiys he did, with 
in office andwith oud willamong 

pours. But as ail thefe bene fits arofe 
favour in which He food 
“aus Duke of Lancalter, fo he became daily more 
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doctrines might prevail, or Chaucer’s writings pleafe, 
among the better fort of people and in the country, 


them ; and it was with this view that he wrote many picces 
and tranflated others, that they might plainly perceive how 
much religion fuffered by the monttrous irregularities in their 
behaviour. As for inftance, The Romant of the Rofe is a tranf- 
lation from the French. This poem was begun by William de 
Lorris, and continued by John Meung, commonly calted Clop- 
pinel, both famous French poets in their time. It feems to 
have been tranilated by Chaucer while he was at court, and 
about the time of the rife of Wickliffe’s opinions, it confifting 
of violent invectives againit the religions orders. It is left ime 
perfeat at the end, and there are fome Jacunas in other places 
of it. It may not be amifs to obferve here that the original 
author of this work, William de Lorris, died in the year 1260, 
at the age of twenty-fix, and advanced no great way therein, 
but forty years afterwards it was finithed and publithed by Joha 
de Meung when he was in his twenty-fourth year. He was a 
man of fenfe and Jearning, well verfed in divinity, phtlofuphy, 
chymiftry, aftronomy, and other fcicnces, but was a violent 
enemy to bad priefls and bad women: he is fuppofed to have 
dicd about the year 1365. This work is ftill much efteemed in 
_ France, where it has run through many editions, but the beft, 
"which was publifned in Holland, is of a very freth date. Be» 
fides this Chaucer is atirmed by Leland and other ancient 
writers to have been the author of The Plowman’s Tale, 
which beags very hard upon the vices of the clergy both fecue 
lir and regular 3 and the fatise under the title of Jack Upland 
is alfo attribyted to him upon very good authority ; notwith- 
ftanding which there want not many who, under colour of ve- 
neration for Chaucer’s memory, are defirous of imputing thefe 
pieces to others ; and yet this would be of little ufe, tor in many 
other works that are ufdoubtedly his we find tentiments of 
the fame nature. On the other hand the venerable John Fox 
thinks the labour of our Author in this refpe@ worthy the 
sticnheh commendation, and even attributes the prefervation 
of f13 Works to a particular provideace. Let us hear him. “ i 


wasan cnemy torcligion, oreven tothat 
h of Rome, but rather the contrary, for 
ry fubmiffively of her doctrines, and ke- 
haractersupon fuch cf the clerey as acted 
heir calling; fo that it was the ill men, 
t religion into contempt, and proflituted 
in@tion in the vileft manner, that felt the 
Yhaucer’s Mufe, and not pricits in gere- 
~hriftian faith, for the former he highly 
1 the latter he firmly believed, as his wri- 
7 faew *. Buthow much foever Wickliffe’s 


' Homer, Dares, Dittys, or any hiftorian of thofe 
rer, faye he, Chaucer }.as taken the literty of his 
ns; he hath made an edmirable and inimitable 
fefcribing in ‘Vrcitus a compietc knight in anns 
, and a faithful and corthent lover, and in Cre- 


sautiiuland coydad@eyy oot Serorceovereame 
cailry othertex., Wen alt ce ben ber tts 


parcury OF this worthy per or re tances ard 


‘of our fayre langage. OccLEvE, 
CER, prine’pall poete but pore, 
orlegeand regulere, 


© reverend CHALCEM! cole of rethoutrs al, 
Asin oure toong fowrimperial 

Thatralsle Betanceviscqeh relia abt 
‘Tou belts of Makers the tetunphe royally 
‘The frefehe enamilt termes celefall: 

‘This mater cooth haifilluminit fall beets 
‘Was thou pocht,of our Inglis all the light, 
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rifled Vhe Sayoy, which wae 
palace, built by himlclf; acid ad 


Midthelgueroten otfcoioey aspect 


this querwel was compromifed, andthe Dakeandehg, 
citizens reconciled, at keaft tir appeaiimnce, ~ | >t 
In the la year af King Edward the Freach hawiagy 
infriagedzhe ruce which thit monarch hadconclidedl 
witht them, commiffionarjes were lent over to exp>m 
ftulate that matter before the Rope'a! legates, and.o8 
thefe Chaweer was one, This: Wefpotfation of thelif 
was not very fuccefstul, only it produced fome sagan 
tion ofa marriage between Richard. Princeof Wales 
and the Lay Mary, daughter, to the French kitig, 
and thereby made way fora uew treaty, in which Sip 
Guifeard Dangle, Kaight of the Garter, Sir Richard. 
Sturrey, a great Wicklivifl; and in high favour with, 
the king, together with Grofirey Chaucer Efq were 
Commiffioners; and this fermstohave beenthelaft pa 
blick employment that cur Author bore, though from, 
a goldchain about his neck; ia that original piGture of 
his fill remaining asisbefore-mentioned, it has been 
not without fome fhew of reafon conje@ured that be 
washououred with fome other dignity than fremvasiy’ 





rge Volume eke. TALES, ver. 4465. 


undell’d, 
‘On Fame’ eternal bead-roll worthy tobe SP— 
(Olé Dan Gefirey,in whofe gentle fprizht 
“The pute wellsheadaf poetry dwell--= 
‘Hewitt helived wes thefoversigne head 
“Of hepiends a 


OiéCHAUCER, tikethe morning Nay 

‘Tous aiicovers day fromfary 

“His light thofe miftsand clouds difoled 

‘Phish our dark aalontonginvoteds, 

‘But he defcentiagto the Mades 

‘Darkacte again the age invader. DENHAM, 
CHAUCER, him who ArA with harre ny iaform'a 

‘The language of our fathers. is legenae Dlithe 

He fang of love or knighthood, or the wiles 

‘OF nomely life, thro’ each eflate and age 

‘The fatbions and thefellics of the world 

‘With cunningiiand portraying-—— 

im who in times 
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In the fourth year of King Richard the IId’s reign 
he procured a confirmation of the grants that had been 
formerly made to himfelf and to Philippa his wife, 
which is a proof that he had a great perfonal intereft 
in this court, fince at the time of his obtaining this 
grant the power and influence of the Duke of Lan- 


certain writer veryconfidently afferts, but rather, if I guefsright, 
the nephew of thofe great men, and the fon of Sir John Burg- 
herfhe, who was truly their brother; and this Iam led to be- 
lieve, becaufe it appears upon record that the cuftody of this 
John Burgherihe, the fathet of Maud, was granted in bis none 
age to the daughter of Sir Bartholomew Burgherihe before- 
mentioned. A great fortune fhé was without doubt, but not 
the only daughter or fole heitefs of her family, as has been re- 
prefented, or at leaft not fo at the time the married ‘Thomas 
Chaucer, though the might be and indeed was fo afterwards. 
Neither are we to believe what we are told of her being a ward 
to the crown, for her father was then living, and lived many 
years after, that is, ta the roth of Richard II. when he left be- 
hind him two daughtere,Margaret the eldeft, firft married to Sir 
John Grenville Knight, and then to John Arnndei Efy. and this 
Maud. Now my (uppofition is that Gecffrey Chaucer, for ob- 
taining this great match, fettled adl his land eftate upon his fon, 
and that his doing this inight bring upon him thofe demands 
which put him under the neceflity ofobtaining thc King's pro- 
te€tion. As to the feveral fa@s upon which this conjecture ia 
built, I think they are fupported by as good authorities as can 
be defired; nor can any great difficulty anfe from the age of 
this young gentle::an, as may appear thus: Chaucer matried 
his wife Philippa Ruuet about the year 1 360, and ithe had this 
fon the next year he might be of full age in the latter end of 
the fourth year of Richard Il. when this marriage took place, 
and hefore which in all probatility the father might make 
this fettlement. We fhall have occafion hereafter to fay more 
Sf this gentleman, who became a much greater man than his 
ther, tv whom he was a fupport in his declining yeare. 


4D, fs 54.1 do. 
143,2 do. 
29. Pope, b. 1688, 4.17444 ag. 56, 4.40. 
G0. Gay, b. 1683, d. 1732, ag. 44, 3 do. 
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they broucht upon him an inexpreffible load of ca 
lumnicsand flanders, Ailthefecircumftances we leart 
from himfelf in that moft excellent treatife of his en. 
titled Phe Pefamentof Love, which he wrote on pur. 
pefs to venthis forrowand to conivle himfelfunder the 
heavy burden of his aMictions. This load, which was 
wlready aimoft too heavy for him, reccived howeves 
fome very confiderable additiens from the concur. 
rence of other untoward accidents, fuch as the Duke 
of Lancafter’s lofing much of his ercdit at court, and 
Chaucer not a "ttle of his intercfl with the Duke, 
who finding Sisreputation very mach injured by the 
tbertics taken witn his charaster en accennt of his 
amours with the Lady Swynford, he came, though 
very unwillingly, toa full refotution of parting with 
her, which he accerdingly did; and this for a time 
atcSed the concerns of our Author extremely, who 
finding himleif ftrongly pufied on one fide by fuch 
as meant him iil, and little if at al fupperted on the 
other by fuch as had been formeriy his friends, was 
fo much depreifed thereby in his mind and diftrefled 
in his fortune, as to refolve upen ditpofing of his pen- 
fons before-mentiened, which he had obtained in the 
former aid had been confirmed to him in the prefent 
rein; and this he adluaily did to one John Scalby, a4 
aonears by a licenfe obtained for this purpofe en re- 
cord, In this unex pected and terrible reverfe of for- 


tune he very wifely refolved to quit that bafy {cue 


r " éERORCHADCER. ons: 


SF life in, which, head met with fo many troubles, 
«and to feek in ceticemsent.that happine/s which from 

‘know peasndt tobe met with ia courts, 

he chofe for his retreat was Woodfock, 
rrhich had beenthe fwvectfcene of fo musch fatislacr 
«tion toshimin the.days of his protperity, and therehe 
employed part of his time io revifing and correcting 
AiscWriings, totally fecladed fromthe: worlds and 


uncapeeed achange in hixaffairsas hehad hitherto 
nes with fon the abfence of the great Duke of Lancar 
Aer, whigh had cof him fo-dear, gave him-the better 
title tohope hisfavour and hisprotection upon hisre- 
urn, which happened towards the end of the year 
11389. He hed made an expedition into Spain in or- 
der to recover. the kingdoms cf Caflile ard Leon, of 
avhich in right of his wife he had afiumed the title ; 
and though his fuccefs in war wasat fin various, and 
‘at-laft difattroue, yet fo wife and prudent a prince he 
‘was, that di ig, his army and feeming to 
selioguith that great ig, for the accomplithment 













Leela as to be able to extras ev 
fappointment alinoft ay much ay he could hase, 
eypried from victory; for though he could not mkt 
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sy neyherOH AUER, howe loqcace, 


‘The frRe fynder of our fayre engage. 
‘Vonerabill CHAUICER, prluct pall poete but pre, 

Mevinly trumpet,ortepeand regalere, 

An eloquence balme, candid and dial, 

‘Mylicy fouataneyclete randyand roie Hall 

“Of frefehe endite tinaw <Alplayiland braid. DOUGLAS. 
(0 reverend CHAUCER! rule of sethaurie all, 

Asin oure toung Rouxtmperat 

‘That raifein Brittane evie. quia reidia ght 

‘Thoo beitis of Makers the trlumphs royally 

‘The frefehe enamilt termes eletal 

‘This mater couth haifilluminit fall beiehty 


Sarmognting exery toung terreftiall 
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fhows the frill of ies author, but likewife incomtéthes 
bly proves ufeful {cience was not at near fo low arr ebb? . 
in thofe times as it is generally reprefented. Neither 
will the cafe be at all altered if what fome writers havel be 
fuggefted fhould really prove true, and this Dittourfa S 
of Chaacer’s appear to be no more than s tranflatiotsy 
or, which feents to be ftitl a more probable opisiony 
a collection from other authors who had written be- 
fore him apon the fame fubjeé. a 
About four ycars after this, while her hufband was 
in Franee, Conftance Duchefs of Lancafter died, and 
was buried with great folemnity at Leicefter, and the 
Duke coming over into England at the clofe of the: 
year, and not mecting with quite fo kind a reception 
at coure as he expected, went fudderly to Lineoln, 
where his old miftrefs Lady Catharine Swynford re~ 
fided, and to the great furprife of the werld, now 
when fhe had not cither youth or beauty to recom- 
mend her, married her. This gave great difcontent to 
the Duchefs of Gloucefter, the Countefs of Derby, the 
Countefs of Arundel, and other ladies defeended of 
the royal family, becaufe fhe became by this marriage 
the fecond perfon in the realm, and from being no fit 
companion for any, was now fuddenly to take place of 
them all; but fre behaved with fo muchdifcretion and 
hamility that thefe difputes were quickly compofed, 
and ia a dhort time fhe gained fuchan afcendency over 
the Kiog that he carried her, as well as the Duke hee 


—_. wT oe ! «eid 


a LATE OF CHAUCERY shit 
hafband, with him the year after their marriage into 
‘France, at which time he efpoufed Mabel the French: 
king's davghter, then very young, and who was put 
under-the care of che Duchefs of Lancatter. 

After the ceremony of this marriage, and the re» 
turn of the royal family to England, we find a very 
fingular inftance of the advantage that Chaucer re+ 
ceived from this alliance, for now by letters patents 

King granted trim an armuity of twenty marks 
per annira, it iewotthat given him by hisgrandfather, 
‘and which ix thetime of hisdiftrefs he had been com- 
pelled to difpofe of for his fubfiftence. Soon after thia 
he granted him his proteétion by other letters patents 
dated the 4th of Mayin.the 21ft year of his reign for 
two years, fignifying that for that {pace he had occa 
fion to employ him in his fervice. Neither was this 
the laft or greateft inftance afforded him of royal fa- 
‘your, fince we find that by letters patents gated the 
33th of OSober in the following year he had a pipe 
of wine annually granted out of the Cuftoms of the 
port of London, which was to be delivered him by 
the Chief Butler, and to this office his fon Thomas 
Chaucer was now raifed. 

But if thefe bencfits cheered and comforted his de- 
cayed fpirits in the decline of life, he had however the 
mortification to lofe about the fame time his noble 
patron, hisconftant friead,und kind brother, the Duke 
vf Lancalter, by whem he was fr0 brought to cout, 
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Tnthis fituation he was when that great revolution 
happened which placed Henry of Lancafter, the fon 
of his brother-in-law, upon the throne, in-which a9 
Chati¢er had no hand, (though certainly it could not 
difpleafe bias) fo We donor find that he was at ail 
eager in paying his'compliments to the new King, 
much lefs that he triumphed in the misfortunes of his 
late kind mafter and gracious benefador,asothers,and 
particularly Gower, who had been more obliged to 
that unfortunate prince, and whoat that time was both 
old and blind, moft thamefully did. He did not how- 
ever Wight the advatitages offered hitn by this revolv- 
tion, but having aécidentally loft the two laft grants 
of an annuity, and of the pipe of wine by King 1ti- 
chard, he obtained a confirmation of them in the 118 


few years more be forgot Uhall as pleinly a! 
It ies haifa mile to the right of Spirkatn!at 


of Antonius) a mile beyord 3 


from her 


of the Cattle are level ground.,wocdlands, 


Cattle itvetf ards ina pleatant pars, ia which 
mous oak called Ch Oak, under which, a 
taught, he wrote fevera 
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year of Heary-IV. by.ad exempldication of his fpr- . 
amex letters patqnte., Neisher waachisthe only favogg 
he received from che new. king,. who-out.of regard tg | 
the ancient friendéhip andanar alliance between thy | 
prince hisfather. and our Author granted him, during, 
the ift yeanof hisrcign, an. anauity of forey marke peg 
anvum for the term of his life. It-ia teucrinderd thane 
wery gréas writer, a Gincers admicac of oun Authers 
and moft safer yedly.a pact-lanseate higdlelf, inforg 
us that Ch. enjoyed this henour onder threq kingt, 
Edward Jif. Richard IJ. and Henry [V.; but this 9-9 
miftake, for in truth there, wap no fuch office ig tholg 
days, or, if we may truft to the authority of chejeargs 
ed Selden, before thercign of Edward V. liwe takg 
this ina more extenfive feafe, for an.eminent poet, why 
celebrated thefe princes, it may be july applied to 
Chaucer in regard to Wie two firft, but we find nae 
thing in his Works relating to the laft, nor indeed is 
hi> name fo much asmentioned in any of our Author's 
writings 

The final time he lived after the acceffion cf this 
ling was chiefly employed in regulating his private 
affairs, which had fuffered hy the publick diforders, 
fur all the publick acts of the denofed King Richard 
in the aif year of his reign being declared void, 
Chaucer was forced to quit his retirement to come up 
to Town to suiicit his caufes, and beginning now te 
Zed under the weighs of years, this unlucky accefhto: 





“the Ieall impaired”, He died O@ober 
fae that bighssoane 


Bearers ete ed 


¢ it) Says that hee was buried in the 
‘before the chapel of 


net. GS Ie are et 
ae the pavenient, where 
aument of Mr, Dryden now flands, Waid 
-ontof that # chapel ‘upon the eredting of whi 
nd & sto make 
foems bell xo anfwer 
hy Caxton. As to, 
fince, and the ins 
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fcriptions now vifible on his tomb, an accou: 
given in the notes*. 


* In the notes.] We are told by Speght and otl 
that the following lines flood anciently upon Chauc 
ftone. 

GaMfridus Chaucer, vates et fama poefis 

Maternz hac facra fum tugiulatis hunw. 
This anciently muf refer only to the time of Caxtor 
cured along epitaph to be written in honour of our 
Stephanus Surigonius,2vet- Laureate of Milan,whic 
woon a pillar over-agaiuit Chaucer’s zraveltone, tr 
end of which epitaph thefe two lines occur. But abc 
15y5,as 2 very exact author reports. or in £656, a: 
Lave it, Mr. Nicholas Brigham, a gentleman of Oxi 
ercifed bis Mute much in poetry, and teck grea 
Chaucer’sWorks, and honoured his memory,at his 
eredled a handfome monument for him not far tr 
chapel, for in ti Gime place he could not then c 
erect it, by reafon of the cancelli which the late lu 
ingham obtained leave to remeve te make rocm 
den’stomb. Upon that monument Mr. Brigham ci 
cer’s picture to be painted trom that which was . 
book, together with the following infcription, w! 
Widllis; 

. 

M.S. 

Qai fit Anolorem vates ter me ximus olim. 

Claliricus Chou cenditur hoe tuntla: 

Arn.wunt doers DO mint, Toor cite, 

bece notz seount ese tied canets notuae 

2§ Geto orig bycod. 


Jercmnirum reavies mors, 
N. Erigham bos teat Musirum nomine fumste 
1¢g0. 
In Enelijo thus. 
OF Fapsift bards who fare the fr-eetch frains 
Hid Clof.ey Chavcer now tide tunth contams ; 
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1 reader tha thoot4'® cally 

Le will tefl thee all 

jth Odober 1400. 

iain cure is death, 

thefe, in the name ofthe Mates, at 
expense, 1358. 

tomb we are told the following verfcx 

‘ow worn out ; but 

tupoa a ledge of 











‘ak, Inferib'd with plous care, 


ibferve, that this date of his de. 
ters, who alfo inform us that 
deed have queftioned i, 
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po s.ipics, accould be exrected; andastohisgra 
rewards and allection for his patron the great D 
L.ancatter, it ftunds in no need of apology. Hi 
dh Lia the lait part of his life was full of pruden 
that calm contempt for an ungrateful world 

crouch itisealy for a man of parte to conceive, 
ype UX initisavervdiiiculttakk. In private life hi 
tty 2. ncleman,a learned writer,andanagreeab] 
pron. In his youth he was gay, and loved ple 
rr which he might not only plead the ufual e 
ws sage and conttituzion, but the cuftom alfo 
tures fince he lived in the moft gallant reigr 
ty. Conqueit. Butinh!smaturer Mate of life his 
vers shtered, and his behaviour was modcft and 
toa desis cfexcefs, for which he was raiiied 
po. oust rac Couatefs of Pembreke, who tol 
1. a0acacy created more mirth thaa his conver: 
tu. ng was very bail. ful and referved in compan 
wito landing that live and f{pirit which appears 
Wwiitoass. If we iook upon him as an author, h 
De cued flvled the Father of Englith Poetry, ar 
hay ot’. Prince cfit, for except the unavoidal 
foo. Luaguere bis Works have ft] all the be 
mtaooy ee Wand fer or expected in every k 
toaet oat. Pie wasnot unacauainted with t 


truly faid that no writer in any language 
inted it with greaicr force, exaCinefs, or 
His reading was ceep and extenfive, and 
both fpeciousand folid; for he knew Low 
fe parts of it to view that are moit apt to 
ick applaufe. and set leave a fenfe cor- 
night at once employ and [atisfy the n.cft 
oderftandings. It would draw chis article 
at a length fhould we perfif in exbibiticg 
hisaccomplifhed charaQer, and therefore 
e notes give the beft account we may of his 
tera] as a poet in all the different kinds of 
which he diftinguithed himfelf in that ca- 
d next we will give the rcader the cleareft 
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and through whofe favour he nevcr wanted either 
countenance or fupport when it was in his power to 
beflow. This lofs very probably afflided him deeply, 
as we may gather from his retiring about this time tq 
Dunningron:Caitle, where he fpent moft of his days 
during the lafl two yearsof his life, indulging hisgrave 
thoughts in the folitude of that {weet retreat *. 


* Of that fececet retreat.) itis not very clear at what time our 
Author quitted his beloved houfe at Woodftock in order to ga 
to Dunniagton-Cafile, where-he fpent the lafl two years of hia 
life, but as this was his final retreat, and became very remark- 
able for being fo, an account of It cannot be unacceptadle to 
the reader. It was in Mr. Camdcn’s time (when in fts glory) 
** afmall but neat caftle, fituate upon the brow of arifing hill, 
** having an agrecable prefoedct, very Fight. with windows on 
** all fides, faid to be built by Sir Richard Adderbury Knt. who 
‘* Ekewife founded an hofpital beneath it callod God's Haufe 3 
“it was afterwards the feat of Chaucer, then of the Dela Poles, 
“Cand in our fathers’ inemory the dwelling of Charles Bratcon 
** Duke of Sulolk.” At the beginning of the rebetlion in the 
reign cf King Chasles I. it was a garcifon for the King under 
the valiant Sir John Boys, which commanded the weftern road 
and town of Newbury, and was therefore of great advantage 
te the roval party as a fale retreat, and the cannon playing 
from it much annoyed the parliament forces. ‘Thit place his 
Maicty heneured by lying one night in it, but after a rough 
afiukt andas beld a refflance, curing which feveral cf the 
towers were battered down, it was furrendered upon honours 
able conditions. ‘Phis was the ancient ttate and the cecation 
ov the Tete ruin of dhat pleafant firucuure. At prefent thers is 
nething to be feen of it but what raites horrour and concern, 
abetrored gateway with two towers, and fome taal pert ov 
the fasticred watis, bel all that remains thereof “Phe ground 

dhoutit and the ruins of it are choked with brambles and 
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year of Herry IV. by an ¢xemplification of his for- 
mer letters patents. Neither was this the only favour 
he received from the new king, who cut of regard ta 
the ancient friendfhip ang near alliance between the 
prince hisfather and our Author granted him, during 
the tft year of his reign, an annuity of forty marks ger 
ainum for the term of his life. It is true indecd that a 
very great writer, a fincere adinirer of our Author, 
and not defervedly a poct-laureate hinpfelf, informs 
us that Ch. enjoyed thig honour under three kings, 
‘edward GI. Richard I. and Henry 1V.; but this isa 
miftake, for in truth there was no fuch oftice ia thofe 
days, or, if we may trufi to the authority of chelearn- 
ed Selden, before the reign of Edward IV. Lf we,takg 
this ina more extenfivefenfe, foran eminent poet whe 
celebrated thefe princes, it may bz july applied to 
Chaucer in regard to the two firfl, but we find no- 
thing in his Works relating to the laft, nor indeed is 
his name fe much as mentioned in any of our Author's 
writings. 

The fall time he lived after the accefion cf this 
ling waz chiefly employed in regulating his private 
a'fairs, which had tuflered hy the publick diforders, 
fur ali che publick acts of the denofed King Richard 
in the 2ift yesr of his reign being declared void, 
Chavcer was forced to quit his retirement to come up 
to Town to fulicit his caufes, and beginning now to 

fead under the weigitt of year: this vatacky acceMen 


tex,-hun tive a mike, for Gunton in his ation of 
Chaucer, (which was long before the time of hisres 
moval as they place it), Guisl he was buried in the 
Abbey-church of Wettminfter before the chapel of 
St. Bennet. And itis very probable he lay heneath a 
large flone of grey marble in the pavement, wherg 
the monument of Mr. Dryden now ftands, which is 
inthe frontof that chapel, upon the erecting of which 
this ftone was taken up and fawed in yieccs to make 
good the pavement; at leaft this feems bef to anfwer 
the defcription of the place given hy Caxton, As to 
the alterations that have happesed fince, and the ine 
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fcriptions now vifible- on his tomb, an account will be 
Sivan in che naten” os Lotte an 


a) we are soe gen 
ent thef seeishae tea upon Chaucer's 
fone, 

 Onlhidee Chamete, sete eX Sammie sides *' 

Maternet bac faorg fam tumutatis ham, | . 
This anciently mug refer only to the thmé of Caxton, who p prqe 
cured a long epttaph to be written fn honour of our “Author by 
Stephanus Syrigeatus Poet-Lamreageiot Milas which wae hong 
upon a pillar oversagaing Chaycer’s graveltone, towards tha 
end of which epitaph thefe twa lines Gecur, But aboit the year 
1555, a8 8 very exact acitilor repdlts; or in 1556, as Wobd will 
have it, Mn Nicholas Beigham, agtatiemac of Oxford who ex: 
ercifed his Muse much in poetry, aad took great delight in 
Chaucé?’sWorkd, and honouret Hii memory, at his own chaige 
ereQed & handfoine matmushéet for bim not far front the tid 
chapel, for in the Game piace he eppld not. then conveniently 
ered it, by.reafon of the cancelfl which the late Duke of Burk+ 
Ingham obtained leavé td remiove to'make room for Mir: Dry= 
den'stomb. Upon that monumentiMs. Brigham caused Chau: 
cers pidiure to be paired from that which was in Occleve's 
book, together w the folldwing inftription, which fill re, 
meals 
® A. 

u. « 

, Qui fult Aaglorem vates ter maximus off. 

Galfridas Chacasr eonditur hoc tuncfo : 

Annum & queras Domint, fi tempora vite, 

Kcco nota fubfuat eur tidl cancta notuac. 

25 OGubris 1400. 
2#ramnarum requies mors. 
N. Brigham hos feck Metrum somine famptos. 
4$5 
In Englif® thus. 
Of Eaglith bards who fang the fweeteft Rrains 
Old Gcoffrey Chaucer now this tumb contains ¢ a 
2 


teehee i astlestger cance 
BREN, Los oy 
leer chy tr BtF ha oy 
‘Qoed & fara negny mundi quia gloria tr 
tine manwmenta lege, 
who Twas you: Fame fall declares 
Tr Fate denles, oce fral all glories rey 
“held hoses fanil fpeab, infcrib'd with pious care, 


Irmay not be arate to obferve, that this date of his death 4 
‘preferved by feveral writers, whoa inform us that he wae 
Hien feventy-two, Some indeed have queftioned it, becauts of 
apiece entitted Cupid's Letter, printed with Chaucer's Works, 
‘and dated in 14035 but that was written by ‘Thonrts Oceloy 
‘his foholar, and was intended to do honour to his Weiks ant 
raemory. ‘The Rev, Sir, Collier fixes hs death in 1449, which 
was the 19 of flenry VI. and iff Chaucer was but tem 
od at the death of King Ledward 1, which contr 0: 
Tecords and isin every sefpe2 ausust garingabiass vy: 
tthe other da: cua fily and taste 
bphe nadout:t 
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principles, ascould beexrected; andasto hisgratitude 
towardsand affection for his patron the great Duke of 
Lancafter, it ftands in no need of apology. His cone 
dudin the laf part of his life was full of prudence and 
that calm contempt for an ungrateful world which 
though it isealy for a man of parts to conceive, yet to 
pei filinicisaverydificaletafk. In private lifehewasa 
fine gentlentan,a learned writer,andanagreeablecom- 
pinion. In his youth he was gay, and loved pleafure, 
fcr which he might not only plead the ufual excufes 
of his age and conftitution, but the cuftom alfo of the 
times, fince he lived in the moft gallant reign from 
the Conqueft. But in his maturer flate of life his man- 
ners altered, and his behaviour was modeft and grave 
toa degree cf excefs, for which he was raliied by his 
patronefs the Countefs of Pembroke, who told him 
his abfence created more mirth than his converfation, 
for he was very bafl.ful and referved in company, not- 
withftanding that life and {pirit which appears in his 
writings. If we iook upon him as an author, he may 
be truly flvled the Father of Englifh Poetry, and per- 
haps the Prince of it, for except the unavoidable de- 
fics of language ius Works have ftill all the beauties 
that can be widhed fer or expected in every kind of 
cun.pofition. He was not unacquainted with the an- 
civnt rules of poctry, nor was he incapable of writing 
ny to them, as very clearly appears by The Knight’s 
Lisle, which, as Nir, [ryden very yatily fays, is a fi- 
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account we may of his larreft work, peculiar in: ite 
kind, and as it was alnioft without example, fo hi- 


t. heighten his chara@er, 'That in the clegiack puctry he was’ 
a complete mailer appears plainly by his Complaint of the 
Black Knieht, te poem called Labelle Dame rans Mercy, and 
feveral of his funzs. Be wae an excellent maficrofluve poetry, 
having ttucied that pafion in all its turns and appearances 3 
and Mr. Dryden prefers him upon that accuunt-to Ovid. Hiv 
‘Treilas and Croseide isone of the meft beautiful poenw of that 
kind, in which love ts curioufly and naturally dcferibed fn its 
caily appearance, its hopes and fears, its apolication, fruition, 
aid ceipair in dilappointment. How preat a matter he was fo 
ftire we fhall have occafien to thew in the next note; but 
his great preficeney in this did rot at all hivder his dif- 
chorping himuclf moft happily in afar more difficiilt way of 
Wri, iat OF pancyy rick. he praifes of Chaucer are cafy, 
natural, and delicate, fuch as mutt give equal plecfure to the 
perfen commended and to the perufer, and have always the’ 
the arora courtier without the meannefs ofa Pastore His 
moral posins are grave and weighty, full of g Kt pal fenfe and of 
tne fentiments. Ina word, he deferves all that is Tal d of hita 
by Mr. Dryden, who was fcarce a better poet than a critick ; 
det us hear bin then alittle upon thos tudject. “abs be is the 
‘father of Engh: poetry, fo L hold him inthe fame degree of 
* veneration as the Grecians held Bomer cr the Romans Vir- 
* cil; he isa perpetual fouataia of good feme, learned in all 
*tciences, and therefore fpeaks prot criy on ali fubiecs: as he 
knew whatte fy, fobe knows alfy when to leaveat, a con- 
“*tinence which is practifed by few writers, and fcarcely by 
“any of the Ancients excepting Virgil and Hoarace—Chaucer 
followed N.cure every where, but was never fo bald to by 
* pevond her: and there is as great duicenee vi belng fa 

fa pret i i wemav believe Catuivhis. as omic as bes 
* rwrat aimecel vehaviour and aficeation. ‘Die vite a Ca. 
* Looms enet Varmocnieus tous, bur it abe che cleguence 
Pacis COMMENT Way te as ai bei ae 
Pretlite ‘Dhey whe bved wit bin, anc tome time 


-pronuaciation cari make otherwite, We can 
‘** only fay that he lived in the infancy of our poetry, and that 
+ nothing is brought to perveétion at the firl. We mutt be 
4+ children before we grow men: There was an Snnius, and in 
proceGs of time a Luciliusand a Lucretius, before Virgil and 
‘** Horace j even after Chaueer there wessa Spenfer, a Harring~ 
“com, a Paitfax, before Waller and Denham were in being; and 
** our mumbers were in their nome tll hefe lat appeared 
‘© J mean bit Canter bury Tales.) Nc fchemne of this work is 
in every refpea very extraordinary, and of (h vait an extent 
‘that at frit fight one would be apt to pronounce it abfolutely 
impradicable, from 2 perfuaGonthatit mutt inrpalsthe powers 
‘of any Gingle mind to paint the different lineaments, and call 


Chaucer pretends, that intent 
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olan eatpoar 
Ae a Bo 
oo. - 


° ers, Foals 


. estore: “= 





LV LISE OF CHAUCER: 


Ve have already, in the courfe of his memoirs, 
fpoken of moft of his patrons, who were the greatefk 


all agreed to firp tegether, and to fet out the next morning ov 
the 1anie party. ‘The fupper being tinithed the lamdiord, a fel- 
how of tenfe and drollery, conformable to his charader and call- 
ing, makes them no difagreeable propnfal, that to divert them 
on their joarney each of them thould be obliged totell twarfto- 
rics, one going, the other coming back, and-that whocver in 
the judgment of the company fhaudd fucceed beftinthis art of 
talc: telling, by way of recompenfe, at their return to his inn, 
thouid be entilicd to a good fupper at the common cof ; which 
propofal atiented ta be promifes to be their rovernorand guide: 
At the'cutrance of the poem the characleis of all the pilgrima 
are ditindly draarn, and a plan of the comedy, in which they 
fland fer the Dramatis Perfone.. Befdes this evory ‘Lale has-its 
Frolegue, and a kind of Epilogue tco, which terves by way cf 
trantition to the next ; and to the honour cf our Author be it 
fpoken, fo far aa his plan isexecuted every part of it is performs 
ed with equal juttice and fpirit, and above a!l the character of 
the Hoft, who a@s asa kind of Chorus in the ancient drama, 
is mott admirably kept up, and the fame wit, fpirit, and hus 
imour, is preferved through the whole journcy that {trikes and 
altonifhes te reader fo much at the very beginning, where the 
original character of this incomparable perton is drawn at full 
length. A ftronger argument in fupmort of thia character of 
‘The Canterbury ‘fales cannot well be brought than arifes from 
the authority of three great pocts who have judged them wor- 
thy of imitation and revival, I:ncan Spenier, Dryden, and Pare, 
to whom we may add Mr. Betterton, who tranflated many of 
the characters of Chaucer, and mutt have been allowed to have 
been as fit a judge ofthem as any of te forezving. Evt.the rar 
der will receive thie fullet fatisfadion an this bead from the 
critical remarks of Mr. Drydea, who as hz nerfe@ly underitecd 
fo he hzsvery freely given ushisfentimentson this matlerpicce 
orour Auther's. * He muit,” favs he, “ have-been a man ofa 
“srottwenecrful comprekenfive nature, hecaufe,asit has been 


“rely chit ved of him, he bas takea ints the compete of bik 
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‘srersdedigerents the Retive, the Millezsamstthe Covk,are fer 
** yorak men, and diftinguithed from each ocher as much as the 
« snineing Lady Priorets and the broad-fpeaking gap-toothed 
Wife of Bath. Bat-cnong of thiay there is hich a'variety of 
game ringing. up before me that 1 am dliftracted in my 
«+ chotce, and know aot which to follow. It is fuficient to fay, 
according to the proverb, that here is God's plenty. We 
« have our:ferefathers and great-grandams all before us a8 
they wese in Chaucer's days 5 their genera} charatlers are 
fill remaining in mankind, and even in Engiand, tho they 
«+ are called by other names than thofe of Monks and Friars, of 
“+ Chanons, and Lady-Abbeffes, and Nuns; for mankind isever 


had the fame genius, and followed the fame Ruties; both 

& writ novelsyand each of them cultivated his mother tongue. 

+ —In the ferious part of poctry the advantage is whey ww 

“4 Chaucer's ide, for to? tie Engliflanan has Wor vowed WAN 

1 tales frdm the Kalizn, yet it appears that Mol of WEreace 
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difpofition made him as much heloved by his contem- 
i poraries as he was admired both by them and by po- 
fterity. He appears to have been ufeful to them in 
every manner that was in his power, and it was this 
difpofition, in al] probability, that kept them fo firm 
to his intercft while he was living, and tanght them 
to have fo high a refpect for his memory after his de- 
ceafe. It is no difficult thing to compile a lift of them 
from his writings, in which he has mentioned them 
with all the marks of kindnefs and efteem poflible, a 
circumftance favourable to himfelf and to them, for 
in this poets have the advantage even of princes; the 
latter, how great fuever, can confer only temporary 
benefits, but the former cen beftow immortality; and 
thercfore princes themfelves have courted, not per- 
haps withoat political reafons, the goodwill of thefc 
favourites of the Mufes ; but we are apt to fulpect their 
praifes when applied to their patrons of high rank 
more then their commendations of private friends; 
the former is commonly dictzted by the head, where- 
as the latter flows from the heart, and this confidera- 


** were not generally of his own making, but taken from au- 
** thors of former ages,and by him only modelled, fo that what 
** was of invention in either ofthem may be judged equal. But 
** Chaucer has refined on Boccace, and has mended the ftories 
*¢ which he has borrowed in his way of telling, though profe 
** allows more liberty of thought. and the expreffion is mere 
**ealy when unconiined by numbers. Our countryman <are 
“Les weight, and yet wins the race ct difadvantage.”” 
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ngford-Callle and of Knarclborough-Caitle 
fee Ta the qth year of the fame reign the 
1eted an order to him, as Chief Butler, to 
ae hundred tons of wine to the Duke of Bur= 
Inthe 6th year of the fame prince hewas fent 
dor into France; and the year following he 
rend the feas, joined in commifiion with the 
sotherandGeofireyChaucer’snephew, Henry 
|Bithopof Wincheller. Inthe gth yearof the 
gn, onTuefday the asth of O@ober, the Com- 
efented him their Speaker, as they did like 
he rth year, on Wednefday the abth of ja~ 
In the rath year of that reign Queen Jane 
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which cameto him by martiage, spdthere he diced on, 
the 28th of April £434,and was bebiad in, that-perife 
church under a black marblezantho By itis wile Maud, 
or Matilday-whe fur vived hime twiesytaesg he had-one 
daughter named-A lice, who. warthring married, Grit 
to Sir John Philips Knight; andafeerwartero Thoma 
Moutacute Earl uf Salifbury, whodyiag left het very 
tich. Herthird hufband was the famous. Willidm de 
la Pole, Earl-and afterwards Duke of. So&bik,: wha 
wasfirft fecretly married to-the Countefaof Hainault, 
by wliom he had one daughter, but procuring @ di- 
- vorce from: her he married this Alice, lay whom he 
had one fon, Juhn Duke of Suffolk.. Duke Willagy 
lived chiefly at Dunnington.and Ewe¢lm, at the firfe 
of which Stowe fays he built an hofpitel; buthe feeme 
to miftake.it for that founded by. Adderbury, as. bee 
fore mentioned, for Dugdale takes no ooti¢e.of any 
othcr, bat at Ewelm be fotunded one: called God’s 
Houfe. Hewes an inftance of the danger of a prince's 
favour, and the envy that attends it; for influencing 
the notions and the will of his mater Henry VI. toa 
much, and abufiug the power he had over that eafy 
peinee, he enraged the Commons to that devree that 
vothing lefs than his henifhment could appecfe them, 
which being agreed to the Yorkrils, fearful of his re+ 
turn, feized him on his paffage in Dover-road, and 
cut off his head upon the fide of a cock-boat, and his 
Aedy was buried at the Charter-Idoult at Hull. The 
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(C) An ASfiract of the Liflorical paffages of the life of* 
Chaucer, from Tyrwhiit’s edit. 1775. 


‘Due birth of Chaucerin 1328 has been fettled, | fups, 
pole, from fome infcription oa his tombftenc, figni«. 
{ving that he died in 14,00 at the age of feventy-two.. 
Of his birth itfelf we have no memorial, any moze. 
than cf his parents (2). He calls himfelf a Loadenots 
or Londoner, in ‘Vhe Teft. of L. b.i. fol. 325, and. 
in another paffage, fol. 321, fpeaksofthe city of Lon=: 
dou as the place of his exgendcure. 

Weare more in the dark about the place of his edu- 
cation. In his Court of Love, ver. 912, he {peaks of 
himfelf under the name and character of *S Philoge~ 
** net—of Cambridge, Clerk.’' This is by no meang 
a decifive proof that he was really educated at Cam- 
bridge, but it may be admitted, I think, as a {trong 


(2) Mr. Specht has referred to feveral records in which the 
Name of Chaucer occurs. There is mention inthe Aomnzf. 
tig. vol. iii. p. 326, ef a Johannes le Chaufer, civis Londoni- 
ois, am. 129y, who may pofibly have been our poet's grand- 
father. ‘Phough Leland faya that he was nolili loco natus, Mr. 
fpeoht informs us that © in the opinion of fome heralds—he 
* defeended net of any great houfe, which they gather by his 
‘anes. Tam inclined to believe the heralds rather than 
Peland.-——The name of Chevcer i. explained (Life of Ch. 
Vir totais athoemaker, but it rather means se poifour de 
oe ett aetna. Diets de Lacorabe, ve Cfamecicr. Accore 
ers to wheats Gidto be the otd tpelhine of it, Care car, it 
meeht be not improtably derived from Chowfecire, aa ofee 
2h 2! lebens under the title of Chafewax. 





? 7 anttodcitiye Foreign 
a aainthearwead nonarife 
from their being'thus enlarged and componnded, or 
‘a8if Chaucer could have hurt the jargon of his time, 
which was nobeither Saxony Norian,or French, but 
‘anolxture of all, by introducing words derived from 
thefweeteRandimootheftlanguagethenufedthrough- 
‘out Beropeyt mean the Provencal. It is however jut 
to obferve that this refleion never made any great 
impreffion, and that with the bef and moft elegant 
writers in our tongue Chaucer palfes not ozly for a 
great improver, but for the very Father aud Pounder 
of it; and ic isnot little to his honcur that among 
thofe who are of this opinion we may reckon one uf 
the foungett of our criticks, and one uf the curre@eke 
writers in cur language. So wide the \ilerenccs\e 
Titus L, Y 
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whichcameto him by martiage, snd there he dict on, 
the 28th of April t434,and was hebiad in. that-perif, 
church undera hlack marblezontho By his wile Maud; 
or Matilda; who fur vived hiae swesytaesd he had-one 
daughter named:s hice, who. wasehree married; Gri 
to Sir John Philips Kiiight; andaseerwardaze Thomas 
Montacute Earl uf Salifbury, whodysagleft het very 
tich. Herthird hufband was the fumous. Waillidm da 
la Pole, Earl and afterwards Duke-of Suffplk,: wha 
wasfirft fecretly married to the Count¢faof Hainault, 
by wliom he had one daugkiter, but! procuring @ dia 
- vorce front her he married this Alice, yy whom he 
had one-fen, Juhn Duke of Suffolk.. Duke Wilbagy 
lived chiefly at Dunnington-and Ewelm, at the firlh 
of which Stowe fays he built an hofpitel; but he feeme 
to miftake it for that founded by. Acdarbury, as. bee 
fore mentioned, for Dugdale takes. no. ooti¢e of any 
othcr, but at Ewelm be founded ‘one called God’s 
Houfe. Hewes aninftance of the danger of a prince’s 
favour, and the envy that attends it; for influencing 
the nogions and the will of his mafter Henry V.I. toa 
much, and abufiug the power he had over that eafy 
peince, he enraged the Commons to that decree that 
vothing lefs than his benifhment could appeefe them, 
which being agreed to the Yorks, fearful of his re- 
turn, {vized him on his paffage in Dover-road, and 
cut off his head upon the fide of a cock-boat, and his 
ody was buried at the Chartcr- Houle at Hull. The 
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of Wallingford-Caftle and of Knarcfhorough-Caitle 
during lifes In the gth year of the fame reign the 
King direGted am order to him; a Chief Butler, to 
‘deliver one hundred tons of wine to the Duke of Bur~ 
gundy. In the 6th year of the fame prince hewas font 
Ambaffador’into France; and the year following he 
went beyond the feas, joined in commiffion with the 
King'sbrotherandGeoffreyChaucer’snephew,Henry 
Beaufort BithopofWinchetler. Inthe 9th year of the 
famereign,onTwefday the 15th of October, the Com~ 
‘mous prefented him their Speaker, 2s they did like- 
‘wife in the-rtth year, on Wednefday the abth of Ja- 
muary. In the rath year of that reign Queen Jane 
granted to him, for his good fervice, the manors of 
‘Woodftock, Hannebrough, Wotton, and Stantesfield, 
during life; and in the 13th year, on the sth of No- 
vernber, he was again prefented Speaker, ashe wasin 
the ad of Henry V. on Wednefday the fecond day of 
parliament; and in the fame year he was fent by the 
King, in joint commiffion with Hugh Mortimer, to 
treat of a marriage with Catharine daughter to the 
Duke of Burgundy. He was likewife Ambaffador in 
the sth and 6th years of the fume reign with Walter 
‘Hungerford, Steward of the Houfehold, in the fame 
affair; and again in the 6th year of the fame reign ke 
was Ambaifador for peace with France; and he pafled 
through feveral other publick ations, as appease dy, 
records, Herefided chiefly at Lwalm in Oxicwixe, 
yy 











(C) An Adprak ofthe kiftorical paffiges of the life | 
Chaucer, from Tyreobitt’ s edit. 177) 5. 


‘Te birth of Chaucerin 1328 has been fettled, vc 
pole, from fome infcription on his tombftonc, figa 
fying that he-died in 1400.at theage of feventy-tw 
Of his birth itfelf we have no memorial, any mo: 
than of his parents (a). He calls himfelf a Leadegos 
or Londoner, in ‘he Teft. of L. b.i. fol. 325, ax 
in another paflage, fol. 321, fpeaksof the city of Lo! 
dou as the place of his exgendcure. 

Weare more in the dark about the place of his eds 
cation.’ In his Court of Love, ver. q12, he {peaks 
himfelf under the name and character of ** Philog: 
** net—~of Cambridge, Clerk.’’ This is by no meay 
a decifive proof that he was really dducated at Can 
bridge, but it may be admitted, I think, as a ftror 


(2) Mr. Speght has referred to feveral records in which t! 
name of Chaucer occurs, ‘There is mention in the Mone 
‘ig. vol. iii. p. 326, ef a Johannes le Chaufer, civis Londos 
cis, an. 1299, who may poffibly have been our poet's gran 
father. Though Leland faya that he was nolili loco natus, N 
fpeght informs us that * in the opinion of fome heralds— 
** defcended net of any great houfe, which they gather by 1 
** aries.” Tam inclined to believe the heralds rather th 
Leland. Phe name of Chaccer is explained (Life of C 
Ure} to fignify a thoemaker, but it rather means wr foifeur 
candles ou cuottiers. Diet. de Lacombe, v. Chaucier. Accc 
ding to what is fald to be the old fpelling of it, Chaucehr, 
might be not improbably derived from Chzwyfecire, aa ofS 
whch 2 lUbEAs under the title of Chafewax. 
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UC! An ASflract of the kiftorical paffages of the life of 
Cbaicer, from Tyrwhiit’s edit. 1975. 


‘Vue birth of Chaucerin 1328 has been fettled, I fup-- 
pote, from fome infcription on his tombi{tonc, figni- 
{ving that he died in 1400 at the age of feventy-two. 
Of his birth itfelf we have no memorial, any more. 
than cf his parents (2). He calls himfelf a Loadexois,. 
or Londoner, in ‘UVhe Teft. of L. b.i. fol. 325, and. 
in another paflage, fol. 321, fpcaks ofthe city of Lon~: 
dpu as the place of his engendceure. 

Weare more in the dark about the place of his edu- 
cition. In his Court of Love, ver. 912, he {peaks of 
hhiodelf under the name and character of ** Philoge~ 
** net——of Cambridge, Clerk.’’ This is by no means 
a decifive proof that he was really educated at Cam- 
bridge, but it may be admitted, I think, as a ftrong 


iz) Mr. Speght has referred to feveral records in which the 
tame of Chaucer occurs. ‘There is mention inthe AMonzf, 
wig. VOl. iii, p. 326, ef a Johannes Je Chaufer, civis Londoni- 
ois, an. 1299, who may potlibly have been our pcet’s grard- 
‘father. Though Leland faya that he was nolili loco natus, Mr. 
fpecht informs us that “in the opinion of fome heralds—he 
*- defcended net of any great houfe, which they gather by his 
* araes.” Tam inclined to believe the heralds rather than 
Leland. ‘The name of Chaucer i, explained (Life of Ch. 
Vir.) to fignity a fhoemaker, but it rather means wr: foifeur de 
Cate Come atricrs, Dict. de Lacombe, v. Chaucier. Accor- 
Cry towhatis Midto be the old tpelling of it, Chrucehr, it 
oe t be not improbably derived from Chouefecire, an ofice 
heh eH bens under the title of Chafewax. 
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** travelsin France, and perhaps before.” I muft ob- 
jerve that thefe travels in France reft entirely upon 


the authority of Leland, whefe account is fall of in- 
confiftencies. 


Lhe firit authentick memorial which we have of 
Chaucer is the patent in Rymer, 41 E. If. by which 
that king grants to him an annuity of 2c marks by 
the title of Valettus noffer (d). He was then in the 
39th year of his age. How long he had ferved the 
King inthat or any other flation, and what particular 


(ad Our yeoman. Mr. Speght, who omits this grant, men- 
tions one of the fame purvort in the 45 Edward UI. in which 
Chaucer is ttyled Halettus Ho/pitii, which he tranfiates-——Grome 
of the palace. Ly this he inks our Author as much too low as 
another writer has raifed him too high, by tranflating the fame 
words—-Gentleman of the King’s Privy Chamber. [Life of Ch. 
Urr.] Valet, or yeoman, was the intermediate rank between 
fuier and grome. See the note on ver. 101. See alfothe Will 
of Edward Duke cf York, ap. Rymer, an. 1415, where his le- 
gacies to bis menial fervants are thus arranged aunef- 
cuier Ls. a [un] vadict XX5. a un garc (on...} &aun 
page Vis. VIM d —Vfalzttus is probably a corruption of vaffa- 
dettus, the diminutive of wafalius; hence this title was alfo gi- 
ven (not as a name of fervice) to young men of the higheft 
quality before they were knightcd; 





Hi ot un fiz de fa mutlicr, 
Ki ncit pas uncore chivaicr, 
Vellet efivit et beaus ct pent.--.-- Roman d'Ipomedon. 


So that if Edward III. as Mr. Speght fays, ‘* did entitle Lau- 

** rence Hattings Lord of Aburganey Faledum nofirum,” 

I fhould cuets that the faid lord was not “ the king’s grcme, 

“* pare, oF fervant,” faz he Suppetes, or his yeoman, (3 Chau 
cer was, but hiv ward. 
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From this time we find frequent mention of him in 
various publick inftruments. In the 46 E. III. fapud 
Rymer) the King appoints him Envoy (with two o- 
thers) to Genoa, by the title of Seutifer nofler (f). In 
the 48 E.IIJ. he has a grant for life of a pitcher of 
wine daily [ap. Rymer] and in the fame year a grant, 
during pleafure, of the office of Comptroller of the 
Cuftom of Wools, tc. in the port of London [ilid.] 
In the 49 E. JII. the King grants to him the Ward- 
fhip of Sir Edmond Staplegate’s heir [mfl. Rymer, 
E. II. vol. xi. n. 12.] for which he received 1¢4/. 
fisid. R. IL. vol. i. n. £6.) and in the next year fome 
forfeited wool to the value of 712. 4s. 6d. [Life of 
Ch. Urr.] Inthe laft year of Edw. Ill. he was fent 


I obferve, however, that not withftanding the petrifying quality 
with which thefe cuftomhoufe accounts might be expeGed to 
Operate upon Chaucer's genius he probably wrote his Houfe 
of Fame while he was in that office: I gather this from b. ii. 
ver. 144, where the Eagle fays to him 





For when thy labour al done is, 

And hait made all thy 2 ekenynges, 

Ta fiede of re§ and of newe thy nes 

Thau goeft home to thyne houfe anone, &e. 


(f) Our fquier ; fo that in the courfe of thefe five years our 
Author had been promoted from the rank of yeoman to that of 
fquier, attendant upon the King. Scutifer and urmiger, Lat. 
are fynonymous terms for the French Efcuier. The biogra- 
phers thinking, I fuprofe, the title of Squier too vulgar, have 
changed it into Shieldbearer, as if Chaucer had the tpecial of- 
fice of carrying the King’s thield. Some obfervations have 

been made upon this, appointment of Chaucer as Envoy to 
Genoa in The Difcourte, Fe. n. 20. 








(2) This is probable I think, becaufe Chaucer in his Tefta 
ment of Love frequently allades to hin lots of office as one of 
the greateft misfortunes brought upon hin by Ins meddling fn 
thofe difturbances which happened in the city of Londen in 
the 7 of R. IT! When he fled to avold being examined in re~ 
lation to thefe ditturbances fas he fays, Tett. of L. fol. 329, b.) 
he was probably fuperfeded in his office. 

(b) ‘Thialicente reciting the two grants is printed in the 
Life of Ch. Urr. and the author of that life has obferved that 
this furrender was probably occafioned by our Author's 
freffed circumftances. Either he defpa'red of procuring: px 
ment of his penfions, oF perhaps wanted to raife asa of 
ready money. ‘The fame writer has extradted from ‘The Te. 
ofLove alimolal! that is now to be kaown of the Invtory 
of this difirets, which he aferibes very truly to Chaucer's © + 
fortunate engagements with that party in des city « 

‘ Jolin of Northarapron was at the hl. 
fis of that party were, avd how atrtin 
Tis, as it Heems to have hze, came to be treated a8 a4 


































Leaner hae 


iv¥i: MIST. PASSAGY SIN LIFE OF CHAUCER. 


in the 13 of R. IH. he appears to have been Clerk of 
the Works at Weftminiler, tc and in the following 
year at Windfor (#). Inthe 17 R. IL. the King grant- 


lion, are points of great obfcurity. There is good ground to 
believe that Northampton was consccied with the Duke of 
Lancailer. At his trial, in Auguit ) 384, he contended that he 
Ought not to be tried in the abfence of his lord the Duke; 
* Qno verbo,” fays Walfincham, p. 310. ** fulcitavit fufpicio- 
“nem finiftram tam vulgi Guam procerum contra Ducem.” 
He was condeinned however to perpetual imprifonment, in 
which he remained till July 1299, when (according to the 
Monk of Evefham, p. t22,) ‘ad inftantiam Ducis Lancaftriz, 
*¢ Johannes Northampton-——ct fecii fui nuper de Londonils 
“ bannidi, reftituti funtad priftaas lider’ ates,” dhejudgment 
againft hun was reverfed in parliament the next year, Rot. 
Varl, 14 RIL n. 36, and he was reitored to his lands, &57c. 
the year following, Ret. Parl. 19 2. Ti. n. 33. This connexion 
of Northampton with the Duke of. Lanc..2cr will account for 
the part which Chaucer appears to have taken in this unhappy 
afiair. He was very carly attached to that duke, and was at 
this tine married toa fiiter of Catharine Swynford the Duke’s 
milirefs; and it is obfervable that the firft mark of royal fa- 
vour which he received arter his Utretles was beftowed upon 
him at the fame time that Northampton received his pardon, 
and probably throuch the fame mediatiun. 

(i See Tanners Rit. Brit. v. Chaucer, ne. It may juitly be 
doubted whether thefe two offices together indemnified our 
Author for the lofi ct his tormer ofiice in the Cuftoms ; that 
was probably a very lucrative one. He complains of * being 
*S berarte out of dignitic of office, in which he made gatheringe 
* of worldly godes ;" and in another place Le fpcaks of himfelf 
as ** once clorious in worldly welefuluefie, and having fuche 
$¢ godes in welthe as maken men riche.” [Tet. of Love, 
fol. 324, a,b.) Butth:: he theuld ever have been poffefled of 
Jand- and revenues tothe yearly value almoit of a thoufand 

porns Caccording to ure trudiion repeated by Mr. Spepht) 


vr 
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edtohim anew annuity of 20/, (ap. R.](4);—in the 
‘20 his protection for two years [ibid.]—and in the 
a2. pipe of wine annvally [ilid.] In the next year, 
Fa roche ext pnamiaher 
af the pipe of wine, were confirnied to him [mil 
Rymer, H.AW.voliivs 27,) and at the fante time he 
had an additional grant of an annuity of 40 marks, 
[ibid n. £5.) He died, according to the inferiprion 
‘on his tombftone, in the beginning of the 2 H.1V. 
‘onthe sth of O4t. 1400. 

‘Thefe:t think are-the principal faéts in Chancer’ 
Ife which are sttefted by authentick evidences 


(2) 1€ Chaucer seas eter posfelfed of Dunningtan-Caftte in 
Rerkihire, (as his biographers fuppofe he was) he mult have 
purchafed it about this time, for ie appears to have been ia 

oof ir Richard Adderbury in the x6th year of 
Rich. It. Monaf. Aug. il. 474. We have no proof of any fuch 
purchafe, and the fituation of his affairs makes it highly im- 
probable, ‘The tradition which Mr. Evelyn mentions in his 
Sylva, of an oak in Dunnington-park called Chaucer's eak, 
may be fuficiently accounted for without fuppofing that if 
‘was planted by Chaucer himéelf, aa theCaftle was undoubtedly 
in the hands of ‘Thomas Chaucer for many years. 

() Weappeare furcher from the Exitus, Pafeb. 4M [mit 
Rymer, RU. vol. jin. y] that Chaucer, on the 24 May 1381, 
received at the Exchequer a half year's payment of hie owt 
two annuities of 20 markseach, and alfo a half year's payment, 
of an annuity of 1o marks, granted by E. IH], andontinined 
by RIT to bi&wife Philippa, * nuper uni domicellarum Phi 
“ippee, nuper Regina: Angliv.” ‘The ttie piven to ier of a= 
ssiefla proves tha: the was unmarried at the time of hes bei 
in the Queen's ervice. There iea patent in Rymer, 43. W. 
by which ehe King, about four mnths afver Ques VW yy* 

Piteme L, G 
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we fet him down as a follewer of Alain Chartier (2), 
becanfe hiseditrorshave fallely afcribed tobim a tranfie. 


lation of one of Alain’s poems. . : 


ment in 1391. Hollinfbed, p. 471.) It fe posfbte that Ze itd 
la fleur de-lis et de la Marguerite; by Guillaume de Machauh, - 
[ Acad, des-Infe. t. 2x. p. 981,] and the Dittic de la four de ig 
Margberite by Frojfart, (ibid. t. x. p. 669,] (neither of which . 
had the feaff relation to the Countets § of Pembroke) might 

nith us with the true key to thafesmyfea!coxaptimncats whic 
our poet has paid tothe daify-flewer. . 

(2) Leland was the firft author of this ftory, which Is to 
inconfiftent with chronology. Tite time of Afzin’s birth 
not been fettled with precifion, but he was certainly iviag 
neaf 40 years after Chaucer's death, which makes it morally 
impoffible that the latter fhould have followed him in his ate 
tempts to polith his native language. Inftead therefore of fugle 
pofing, from the tranflation of La belle Dame fans Mercie, 
that Chaucer imitated Alain Chartier, we thould rather con- 
clude that he was not the autbor of that tranflation, which 
indeed in mf. Hari. 372 is exprefely attributed to a Sis Richard 
Ros. —~—~ I will juft take notice of another opinion, (which bag 
been propagated upon as little foundation) that Chaucer dnds 
tated the Provencal poets. Mr. Rymer, who I believe firftmade 
the difcovery, fpeaks only of his having borrowed from their 
danguage, [View of Trag. p. 70,] but Ms. Dryden found out 
that he compofed after their manner, particularly his tale of 
‘The Flower and the Leaf, [ Pref. to Fables.) Mr. Warton alfo 
thinks that The Houfe of Fame was originally a Provencal 
compofition, Hif. of Eng. Po. p. 389, 458.—How far Chau- 
cer’s language was borrowved has been confidered already in 
the Effay, €5'c. part i. I will only add here that I have nos 
obferved in any of his writings a fingle phrafe or word which 
has the leaft appearance of having been fetched by him from 
the fouth of the Loire. With refpe@ to the manner and matter 
of his compofitions, till fome clear inftance of imitation be pro~ 
duced I ihall be flow to believe that In cither he ever copied 

the poets of Provence, with whofe works I apprehend he had 
very little ifatty acquaintance. 


Ory ime Liam hang 
—-(m) Teatetind ‘no ‘other foiindation for this nottons Me 
‘Spel who five farted it, ys that's ve may appeare im di 
iran cents by Mo"welten natn the Piehogue lo the 
‘*Legeiid of Good Women ulider the name of the Dayfe, and 
«0 yikewite ina ballad beginning, J the fein of Rowerier.” 
“The ballad Is aming Abe adaitions made by J. Stowe to Chane 
_zer's Works io 4561, atid lke the greateit parc of thote ades- 
ions, ie of very dublour aurberity, t0 ule the geritlet terms: 
‘but fuppoting it genuine, there Is nothing in it tw make Us 
Aelieve that ic Ind any reverence to the Coun:etworPemiticoke. 
IWhat Ses commendations of the daify oupht-nét'to weigh 
swith ass very plain fewun the athiet plece cited by’ME. Speaht; 
for ‘The Legende of Good Women, in which he Images the 
Lady Margaret to be honoured under the name of te Paity, 
seas certainty not written till at lealt twelve years after that 
Sady's death. [See ‘The Difenurfe, r. 
‘The Legende. ‘The Courtefs Margarct mutt have died net 
ater tha 1470, as the eutl’s fon by his fecond wife Arie wae 
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we fet him down as a follower of Alain Chartier (2), 
becaufe hiseditorshave falfely afcribed to hima tranf{- 
lation of one of Alain’s poems. 


ment in 1391. Hollin/ked, p. 471.) It is poffibte that le dit de 
fa fieur de lis et de la Marguerite, by Guillaume de Machaut, 
[ Acad. des Infe. t. xx. p. 981,] and the Jittis de la flour de la 
Margberite by Frojfart, (ibid. t. x. p. 669,3 (neither of which 
had the Ieaft relation to the Countefs of Pembroke) might fur 
nith us with the true key to thofe myftical compliments which 
our poet has paid to the daify-flower. . 

(n) Leland was the firtt author of this ftory, which is totally 
inconfiftent with chronology. The time of Alain’s birth has 
not been fettled with precifion, but he was certainly living 
near 40 years after Chaucer's death, which makes it morally 
impoffible that the latter thould have followed him in his at- 
tempts to polifh his native language. Inftead therefore of fup- 
pofing, from the tranflation of La belle Dame fans Mercie, 
that Chaucer imitated Alain Chartier, we thould rather con- 
clude that he was not the autbor of that tranflation, which 
indeed in mf. Hari. 372 is exprefely attributed to a Sis Richard 
Ros.—— I will juft take notice of another opinion, (which has 
been propagated upon as little foundation) that Chaucer imi- 
tated the Provencal poets. Mr. Rymer, who I believe firft made 
the difcovery, fpeaks only of his having borrowed from their 
danguage, [View of Trag. p. 70,] but Mr. Dryden found out 
that he compofed after their manner, particularly his tale of 
‘The Flower and the Leaf, [ Pref. to Fables.] Mr. Warton alfo 
thinks that The Houfe of Fame was originally a Provencal 
compofition, Hid. of Eng. Po. p. 389, 458.—How far Chau- 
cer’s /anguage was borrowed has been confidered already in 
the Effiy, €5'c. part iL. I will only add here that I have not 
obferved in any of his writings a fingle phrafe or word whicly 
has the leaft appearance of having been fetched by him from 
the fouth of the Loire. With refpe@ to the manner and matter 
of his compofitions, till fome clear initance of imitation be pro- 

duced | thall be flow to believe that in either he ever copred 
the poets of Provence, with whofe works | apprehend be had 
"ry litte i any acquaintance. 


‘guage and  verfifcation"st the time when Ckatice> 
wrote, and allo, 28 minclY as was pofllble, Inth'the 
peculiarities of, gad manner of compofition 
‘nor avas itlets nei tocsamine with fome atten~ 
tionthe work now intended to, be republithed, to 
draw a lineiietwoen the imperfections which may de 
fappofed to have been left in it by the Author, and 
hole which have crept into it fince, to diftirsuith 
‘the parts where the Author appears as an inventor 
from thofe where he is mercly a tranflator or ira 
tor, and throughout the whole to trace hisallufions 
toa variety of forgotten books and obsolete cuows. 


Gi 








xxviii PREPACE. 


As 4 certain degree of inforithtion upon all thefé 
points will be foand to be eceflary even fer the 
reading of The Canterbtiry Tales with intelligence 
and fatisfadtion, the editor-hopes he fall be excuferl 
for fi that the majority of his readers will not 
be difj with his attemps to thorten at leaft the 
laboar of their inquiries, by laying before them fae 
parts of she refult of hi own researches ashe judges 
will ye moft conducive ta shat purpofe; he has there- 
fora added to the text, 7,40 en the Language 
and Verfification of Chaucer *; 3, An IntzodaGery 
Dif to The Canterbury Tales; and, 3. Notes, 
into which he has thrown,an account of the moft ma- 
terial various readings, illuftrations of particular pal 
fages, and explanations of the moft nncommon wongs... 
and phrafes, efpecially tuch as are omitted or ill-ex- 
plajged in the Gloflary to Urry’s edition. 

He had once an intention of adding a gloflary and 
a life of ‘Chaucer: from the former of thefe under- 
takings he was deterred + by the bulk to which this 
publication had already fwollen, and by the confi- 
deration that a gloflary. sdapted to a past only of 
Chaucer's writings muff neceflarily be a very imper- 
feet work, the utility of which would by no means 


* In this Effay is contained a fhort view of Englith poetry to 
the trme of Chaucer, the trouble of compiling which the edf- 
tor might perhaps have faved himfvif if he had forefeen that 
Mr. Watton's Hittory of Englith Puetry would have appeared 
fo foon. Both the Effay and the Introductory Difcourfe were 
printed before Mr. Warton’s book was pubiithed, which is 
mentioned not fo much to obviate any fufpicion of plagiarifne 
ax to apologize for whatever defects there may be in either of 
thefe trearifes from a want of the lights which that learned 
and elegant writer has thrown upon al! parts of this fubjedt. 

¢ Tits Gloffary has fince been publithed. See vol. xiv. 


‘tothe labour émployed in compi- 
beets : inthe ef he 
as to any: mil by thehelp of 


or to fubititute any of his own for the fame lau- 
dable purpofe: inftead therefore of a formal life of 
his Author, which upon thefe principles mult have 
been a very meagre narration, he has added to this 
Preface a thort Abltraét of the Hittorical Paffages 
of the Life of Chaucer with remarks *, which may 
ferve to feparate for the future thofe paffages from 
others which have nothing to recommend them to 
credit but the fingle circumttance of having been of- 





ill detain the reader no longer than juft to 
defire his indulgence for the errata which are tpeci- 
fied in the annexed table: thofe of the printer are 
diftinguifhed by Italicks; of the reft the editor muft 
take the thame to himfelf: they are owing partly to 
his having omitted to infert the true readings ia the 






See this vol. page 66—= 
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prepabed fot the patie, siad pebtly tis hishaying 
inipradently adopted foste. io suthoriatsteadlings 


the oi Cexorpt perhaps by adding the ‘final's tod 
wergfow woods) in ang ane inftance ef which the 
bender notradveitifod in‘thie notes. 
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1A) APPENDIX'TO PRECEDING PREFACE: 
Figo Ee Bat BI Cankerbery Tales, 


them very incorreétly.: He took the firftmt 


procure | ‘it happened 
unluckily to be one of the worft in sil veipede that 
he could poffibly have met with. ‘The very ‘few co- 
pics of this edition which are now remaioe have 
no date, but Mr. Ames fuppofes it to have been 
printed in 1475 or 1476, 

It is flill more to the honour of Caxton that when 
he was informed of the impeefeétions of his edition 
he very readily undertook a fecond, “ for to fatisiy 
“the Auédtour,” (as he fays himfelf) “ where as to~ 
“© fore by ygnoraunce be had erryd in hurtyng and dyf- 
“ famyng his book.” His whole account of this mat- 
ter, in the Preface to this fecond’edition, is fo clear 
and ingenuous that I fhall infert it below in his own 
words (4). This edition is alfo without date, except 

(a) The late Mr. Weft was o obliging a8 tolend me a com= 
plete copy ofthisedition, which le now, as I have heard, In the 
King’s library. There is another complete copy in the library 
‘of Merton College, which fs illuminated, and has a ruled line 
underevery printed one, to give it the appearance, tfuppofey 
ofa mf. Neither of thofe books, though feemingly complete, 
has any preface or advertifement. 

it) Pref. to Caxton’s ad edit. from a copy in the Wiprary of 





Ixxxll ACCOUNT Cr FORMER EDIT. CANT. TALES, 


that the Preface informs us that it was printed fix 
years after the firft. 


St. Jolin’s Col. Oxford, p. Ames, §5.—-** Whiche book I have 
** dylygently overfen, and duly examyned to the ende that it 
“© be made accordyng wuto his owen makyog; for [ fyade many 
*S of the fayd bookes, whiche wryters have abrydgyd it, and 
** many thynges lett out, ard in fome places have (cette certayy 
** verfys that he never nade ne fette in hys booke; of whiche 
** daokes fo incorree was one broughte to me vi. yere pallyd 
6 whiche I funpofed had ben veray truc and corre@e, and ac= 
** cordyng to the fame I dyde do enprynte a certayn nombef 
*¢ of them, whyche anon were folde to many and dvverfe gen- 
** tlyinen, of whom one gentyiiman cam tu me, and favd that 
** this book was not accordyny in many places unto the book 
** that Gefferey Chaucer bad made; to whom I anfwered, 
* that Thad made it accurdyng to my copye, and by me was 
** nothyng added ne mynusthyd. ‘Theune he fayd, he knewe 
*© a book whyche hys fader hac anc mucke lovyd, that was 
* very trewe, and accordying unto hys owen firlt book by hym 
** made, and fayd more, yf I wold enpiynie it azayn he wold 
‘¢ sete me the fame Book for a copye, how de it he wyft well 
* that hve fader wold not! gladly departe fro it. To whom f 
®¢ fayd, io caasthat he coude gete me fiche a book, trewe and 
** correate, yet wold oncs endevoyre me to enprynte it agayn, 
§* for tu fatisly the Auctour, whete as tofore by ygnoraunce [ 
** crryd in hurtyug and dytfamy ng his book in dyverce placer, 
§* in fetting in fomme thynges that he never fyd ne made, and 
$¢ Jeving out many thynges that heinade, whyet He Den requys 
*¢ fite to beletre in it. nd thus we fyll at accord, and Be full 
* centvily cate of hys fader the fatd book, and dclyvered it to 
“me, by whiche | heve cupreded my book, as here after alice 
% wonpe by the ay. deofalwnightyGou thal folowe,whom |hum- 
“* biy befeche,” W'e.—Mr. Lewss, in hia Live of Caxton, p.10.3, 
has ouslithed a ininnte account of the contents of this edition 
trou: a capy inthe library of Magdalen College Canobridce, but 
without deciding whether itis the fit or the fecond edition— 
“ts undcubtediy the tecond, but the Preface is lott. ‘There is 
aa fupettecégopy of tins edition iv Mac Museum, and atathes 


ACCOUNT OF TORStEREDTTy CANT. TALES: leexiil 


‘Ames mentions aw edition of Chaticer's Canter« 
bury Talescolletted by William Caxton, and printed 
by Wyitken de Warde ‘at Weflmettre in x95, fol 
‘He does ot appearto have feenit himtelé, nor hav 
Dever met with any other aethority for its exiftence 4 
which however 1do'not meth’ to'diff-ate: if there 
was fach a edition we maybe tolerably fure that it 
tas daly a copy of Caxton"s 

is was certainly the gait of both Pynlon’s eci- 
fions +,hehas prefixed tooth. the introdudtory per 

hf Caxton’s\proheme:to his fecorl edition mibeok 

thelenftalteration. In what follows he fays that he 

fes) to finpriht his ook fin-the-firtt edition | 

‘by w copy ofthe faid MafterCaxton,’“and (in the 

fecond} ** by a copy of William ‘Caxton 

ing” (2). “That the copy mentioned in bot! 

5, by which Pynion purpofed to i 

d edition, is ev 
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We learn from himfelf, in his Treatife on the Aftros 
lube, that he had a fon called Lowis, who. was te 


death, grants annuities to nine of her domicelle, viz. to four 
or them ro marks, to two 5 pounds, and to three 5 marks. 
One of them is called Philippa Pykared, and might very well be 
tuy-pofed to be the lady whom Chaucer afterwards married, it 
it were not for two objections, 1. that the annuity granted to 
her is only § pounds, whereas Chaucer's wife appears by this 
secerd to have had one of ro marky; and, 2. that the hiftori- 
ats, thaugh they own themiclve3 totally ignorant cf the Chiri- 
tian name of Chaucer's wif, are all apreed that her furname 
was Rouet, the fame with that of her father and eldeft fitter 
Catharine Swynford. ‘The firtt cbjc@ion might be got over 
by fuppoting that ber annuity, though at firft only § pounds, 
was increafed (perhaps upon her marriace with Chaucer) to 
tomarks. A3to the other point, it is not impofihle that the 
tather and the eldeit filler, whe was his heirefs, (Sce pat. 13. 
hav. pot. m. 35, cpud Ryser] might bear the name of de 
Kouet (cr de Reelt, as it is in the pat. 13H. IV. jutt qucted) 
frum fome cRate in their poflefien, and yer the younger filler 
tight be called by the f mily-name of Pykard. ifthe ree 
cords of payments at the Exchequer for the eleven years pre- 
ceeding 1381 are itl in being they may crable us to clear up 
theie doubts,and alfo perhaps to afcertain very nearly the time 
of Chaucer's nati iage, as they will prubably thew when he be- 
gan to receive his Wite’s annuity. If this lat point were afcer- 
tained we ‘hould know ketter whet to think of the relation ct 
"Tnemas Chaucer toour Authar. Mr. Speght infcnms us“ that 
*- fome held opizion that ‘Shomas Chaucer wag not the forse 
* of Gefirev ;? and there are certainly many circumitances 
which mght inchne usto that opinion. Iwas in hopes of meet- 
ing with fome light upon this fubjeét in a poem which Lyde 
gate is said to have written, entitled “ A Complaint upon the 
*- departure of homas Chaucer into France upon the hynye’s 
“Anbaffate.” A poem with this title is extant in mf url 
397, 3°, inthe handwriting of J. Suwe, but upon infedhon 
4hound it w be a mere love-ballad, without se heat bug 


Tye o4,, . . . 
Wee Pelcronee to Thvinas CRRUChrs 





“MIAT.PASSAGESIN-LIPE OF CHAUCER, (lay 


Feary ofage in'r39 te [tis the only circumitance, as 
Drecoliedt, relating to his family of which he-has in= 
formed us. «A few other biQorical particularsrelating 
fo himself, which may be colleded from his writings, 
= been taken notice of already ; and 

‘more attentive examination of his Works tight fur 
‘nith a few more, We arift be cautious however, 
foch an examination, of fuppoling allufiuas.which 
Chaucer never intended, or of arguing front pieces 
which he never wrote asif they were his. We mult 
not infer, from his repeated commendations of the 
aify-flower, thar hie was {pecially fuvourtd hy Mar 
gaxet Countelsof Perabroke (wr); and tall lets thould. 


(7n) Teatefind no other foundation for this nektons -oK 
‘Bpegitt, who fittt Marted It, fays that: it may appeate te di+ 
+ vers treatifes by hint’ written, asin the Prologue of the 
“Legend of Good Women under the name of the Dayfie, and 
+ Tikewife ita ballad beginning, Jn the feafon of Fowerier.” 
‘The Ballad fs atoong the additions made by J. Storwa to Chatr~ 
-cer's Works ia 1561, and, like the greatet parvof thofe adc 
Fions, is of very dubious axcberity, to ule the gentle terms: 
but fuppofing it genuine, there Is nothing In it to make us 
believe that it had any reverence to the Coun:efs ofPembroke. 
‘That its commendations of the daify oupht née to weigh 
swith usis very plain frou the other plece cited by Mts Rpezhts 
for ‘The Legende of Good Women, in which he imagines the 
Lady Margaret to be honoured under the name of ute Daify, 

y not written till at lealt twelve years after that 
Jady's desth, [Sve ‘The Difenurfe, Gr. ne % for thedate of 
‘The Legende. ‘The Countess targarct mutt have died wor 
Jater than 1370, as the ext!’sfon by his fecona wife Anne Se 
abour nineteen years of age when he waskiied Wa tourna 


























Ixxvi HIST. PASSAGES IN LIFE OF CHAUCER. 


we fet him down as a follower of Alain Chartier (1), 
becaufe hiseditorshave falfely afcribed to him atran{- 
lation of one of Alain’s poems. 


ment in 1391. Hollinfbed, p. 471.) It is poffible that le dit de 
la fleur de lis et de la Marguerite, by Guillaume de Machaut, 
[ Acad. des infe. t. xx. p. 381,] and the Jittie de la flour de la 
Margkerite by Frojfart, (ibid. t. x. p. 669,13 (neither of which 
had the feait relation to the Countefs of Pembroke) might fur- 
nith us with the true key to thofe myftical compliments which 
our poet has paid to the daify-flower. . 

(n) Leland was the firft author of this ftory, which fs totally 
inconfittent with chronology. The time of Afain’s birth has 
not been fettled with precifion, but he was certainly living 
near 40 years after Chaucer's death, which makes it morally 
impoffible that the latter thould have follotved him in his at- 
tempts to polith his native language. Inftead therefore of fup- 
pofing, from the tranflation of La belle Dame fans Mercie, 
that Chaucer imitated Alain Chartier, we thould rather con- 
clude that he was not the autbor of that tranflation, which 
indeed in mf. Hari. 372 is exprefely attributed to a Sis Richard 
Ros. —— I will juft take notice of another opinion, (which has 
been propagated upon as little foundation) that Chancer imi. 
tated the Provencal poets. Mr. Rymer, who I believe firft made 
the difcovery, fpeaks only of his having borrowed from theirs 
danguage, [View of Trag. p. 70,] but Mr. Dryden found out 
that he compofed after their manner, particularly his tale of 
‘The Flower and the Leaf, [ Pref. to Fables.) Mr. Warton alfo 
thinks that The Houfe of Fame was originally a Provencal 
compolition, HjA. of Eng. Po. p. 389, 455.—How far Chau- 
cer’s language was borrowed has been confidered already in 
the Effay, €9’c. part 1. I will only add here that I have not 
obferved in any of his writings a fingle phrafe or word whicls 
has the leaft appearance of having been fesched by him from 
the fouth of the Loire. With refped to the manner and matter 
of his compofitions, till fome clear inftance of imitation be pro- 

duced I thall be flow to believe that in either he ever copred 
the poets of Provence, with whofe works 1 apprehend be bad 
very little if arty acquaintance. 


He; he has formed thetext throught frothy rhe 
cen ert nd big ig 
vet 


unravel the confuions 6! ee eheerenty: and! to 
judge betiveen a great! namber of vierious readings, 
4 wis neceflary to ieiqaire ihto the (tate of ovr hs 
gusgelan verification” st the’ time when Chatcet 
and alfo, as miticl’ a8 was pofllble; into the 
peptic his (tyle aud manner of eorspofition ; 
nor awas ile. ry toroxamine with fore atten- 
tion the work now intended to be repeblished, to 
‘draw a line:hietwoen.the imperfeétions which may be 
Sappofed to have been left in it by the Author, and 
‘chofe which have crept into it fince, to-diftinguith 
the parts where the Author appears as an inventor 
from thofe where he is mercly a tranflator or imi 
tor, and througho whole to trace hisallufions 
toa variety of forgotten books and obiviete oxo. 
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a colleétion of fome other pieces of Chaucer was add- 
ed to The Canterbury ‘Tales. 

‘The next edition which I have been able to meet 
with was printed by ‘Thomas Godfray in 1532. Ii 
this be not the very edition which Leland {peaks of 
as printed by Berthelette (c), with the affiftance of 


is a note copied from Caxton’s edition of the fame book, with 
this addition, ** and here follow¢th another of his workes ;” 
but in Mr. Weft’s copy nothing followed. ‘The writer of the 
Preface to ed. Urr. feems to have had the ufe of a copy of this 
edition in 1526, which contained fome other pieces of Chau: 
cer’s, and feveral by other hands. See the Pref. to ed. Urr. 
(e} I think it neceffary to ftate Leland’s account of the edi: 
tions of Chaucer in his own words, from Tanner's Bibi. Brit. 
v. Chaucer. Non alienum meo erit inftituto palam facere, Gi- 
liz!mum Caxodunum, hominem nec indiligentem nec indodturm, 
et quem conftat primum Londini artem exercuiile typopra- 
phicam, Chauceri opera, quotquot vel pretio vel precibus 
compararc potult, iz unum volumes collcg ‘gz. Vicit tamen Cax- 
odunicam editionem Bertboletus nofter opera Gulielmi Thynni, 
qui multo labore, fedulitate, ac cura ufus in perquirendis ve- 
tuftis exemplaribus, multa prime adjucit editioni. Sed nec in 
hac parte caruit Briznus Tucca, mihi familiaritate conjundif- 
fimus, et Anglice linguz eloquentia mirificus, fua gloria, 
editain poftremam impreffiionem prafztioue elimata,luculenta 
eleganti. Sequar igitur codicem puucis abbine annis impreffum, 
et promiffurn adponam fvllabon. He then gives a fyllabus of the 
Works of Chaucer contasned in that edition, as follows: F.. 
bule Cantiane xxiv, quarum duz foluta oratione fcriptz ; fed 
Petri Aratoris fatula, que communi deetcrum concenft 
Chaucero, tanquam vero parenti, attribuitur, in utraque edi: 
tione, quia malos facerdotum mores vehementer increpavit 
fuprefla eft. De arte amandi, alias Romaunce of the Rofe, (9'e.— 
Before I make anv remarks upon this account I mutt obferve 
that it was drawn up by Leland before the year 15.40; this ap 
pears from his New-Yeav’s-Gilt to Henry VIL. in the xxxvi 


scare of his raygue, (1 Jan. 1646, in which he faye exprefel 


4 





‘the Works of Chiat» 
‘cer into one volume, He printed two editions of The Canter 
Dury Tales by themfelves, as hae been thewn above; lke alfa 
Printed Boethivs; Troilus and Crefideyand’The Book of Pamney 
Dut each in/a Separate volume, end fome fimaller pieces of 
Chaucer, intermixed with feveral of Lydgate, &'c. in another 
‘Volume, of which the contents may be feen in Middleton's 
Dilferts pr 4539". dy but tt does not: appear that he ever aty 
tempred tor eolleét thefe feparate publications into one vo 
Jume,—-beland is aifo inaccurate, at leatt in reprefenting the 
edition by?Thypne aa coming next after that by Caxton, with, 
ut taking any notice of the intermediare editions by FynIon, 
and efpecially that in 1526, in which, an attempt was really 
made to colled she Works of Cluusft into one volume. — 
It may appear prefumptuous to gofurther, and to charge him 
with tosceuracy in his defcription of that very edition by 
‘Thynne whicl he feems to have had before hiseyes, but [ aint 
much taclined to fufpeét (as [ have intimated in the text) that 
the edition which he fpeaks of as printed by Bercinelette was 
really printed by Godiray, and that the Pretice of Brianun 
‘Tucca (Sir Brian Thke) which he comments, So much, was, 
nothing elle bus the profatery addrets cr dedication, Ws 
Fotune le rey 














AN ESSAY © 


ON THE LANGUAGE AND VERSIFICAT, OF CHAUCERS 





rodaation. The diferent Judgments of the Language and Verticas 

"lon af Chaucer ted, laf te ity to thee par to 

‘ele Chaucer from the charge oF having corrupted the Epglith Lane 

rage by ton great a mixture oF French with it 2) To wake foma 

‘obfereadons upon the real Rate uf oar Language te his time, 3. To 
‘oply thofe obfervations and others towards ilutratieg the real aa 
tue of hia Veriteation, 

Part the fr. ‘The French Language introduced into England before 
{de congue fj coniirmedand propagated by the new ePabiifimen 
atthe canqueR, 2. ; was the ordinary Language of the court, 4 3. ¢ 
‘was exrled into the provitces by the great barons aB0 maliary comms 
‘snderyf 45 and efpeclslly by the clergy, 5.4 Who both fecolae 
Bnd regular were chiedy foreigners, )6.; the French Language cone 
inved to de much wed as late as the reign of Edward IU § 7-5 €0 
{luGon, that the mizture of Freach In Chaucer's writings was Rot 
‘ving tn any affeCation nf his, but (» the cautes sbovestentionedy 
‘which in his thme had generally introduced the Norman-Ssxon ine 
esd of the Saxon diate, the fame mixture being obfervabie in other 
conteiaparary authors 

Par! vbefecand. The propoted obfervations upon the Englify Language 

cd to the nftwal aie nf it-n the time of Chaucer,’ Ai, and d 

‘ited fo as tocoatiderfeparntely the Saxon sod Norman parts Ot ity}3-5 

the ‘axon part confderes in grammatical order: 1. The prepoltive 

article. 2. Nouns fubilantive and adjeétive. 3. Pronouns, 4. Verbs and, 
sticiples. §.-The indeclinable parte of fpeech, # 3. "The Norman 

part cunfidered generally, § 4 3 nd more pariculasly with refped tn 
‘noun fabflantiee and adjeCive, werbe and participles, $5.4 additional 
‘cues ofthe introdudtion of a great number of French terms in 
Yoslim Language, $ 6. 

Part the third. Preliminary obfervations upon Englith poetry. ? 
‘iro of Raglith poetry probably borrow frow the Normans, there 
being uo teaces oF rhyme or metre among the s#kon8 before the cone 
quell "The oiejres and rhyme of modern poctry derived from the Lac 
‘ny 1.5 progzefs of Raglif poetry to the reign of Weary 31, easly 
rtempte at ruymingyt3, Few kagli(a ports Liown between the reg 
cf tlenry TL. and that of Henry HTT.) 3. "The Orman weltten tu 
serfosoffiftccn fyllables without thyme, (4. Themumber of hy mers 
Jincreafed between the lat mentioned period and the tme when Chae 
ccerbegan to write, §. State of war poctry a that thmey | 6. Acsounk. 
the enctres then In 8fe,§ 7.4 of hate uted by Chaucer; | @. The 

Acrvick metze probably introduces by him either from France er 
























































he fame the favourable 

it, would Iead one to Imaging 

(as en fuggelted ‘that he had fume concern in it, 
"—Upon the whole, therefore, am aided that the edit, 
woe ye 1533 is oe ah which bend {peaks of as 
tte. I have given above what [conjecture 

to panies the probable grounds of his miflake. But indeed 
‘when we recolfectthe hurry in which this work of Leland mutt 
have been compiled, and that it was left by him unfinthed,we 
eed notfeck forany other caufesofthe inaccuracies with whlch 
it abounds. In thejatter part ofthe palfage cited above he peaks 
€f'ThePloughman’s'Tale by the title of Petri dratoris Fibula, 
‘confounding it, inthe titleat leaftywith Pierce Mloughman's Vir 
fions; for [donot fuppofe that he meant toattribute theVilions 
to Chaucer, though in f@ the one might as well be attributed 
to hira asthe other.— Notwithitanding the immoderate length. 
of this note I mult not fupprefs another teltimony which may 
be produced in favour of the exiftence of an edition af Chau= 
cer by Mr. Thynne difting from that printed by Godftay. 
Mr. Speght in his Life of Chaucer has the following pasiage + 

“M. Williazn Thyane, in his firft printed booke of Chaucer's 


RY . 
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amine ae 
_ Kemuliselg itive Seed tae vparaice ie 





S a 
aateiisragedstecef aianes pects Bee TOS 





FThus mioehe wll ovr ake TyEniFy 

‘That waite Peter bath maflery, Be. 
[Then follow four more lines from Chayeer's RR, v.7363—8, 
ed, Urrd] It isnot ufval, at Jeatt, to cltemil, by ¢be leaze and, 
‘be page, But iE this citation was really-made.from a printed 
book The Pilgrim's ‘Tale mutt haye been written after Mr. 
"Thynne’s edition, for Chaucer's tr of The Romant of 
the Rofe was firlt printed in that edition, Another paffage will 
fix the date of this coropotitiun fill more ¢learly.. In iol. 395 
‘42, are the following lines; / 







The Pilgrim's Tale began 2. 
tinued tothe end of the frag 
“The felt leaf has 2 running tithe 
ine the ten lal Lines of one poms 
{and another whole poem of twenty lines, before The Pilgria's Tale 
‘This curious fragment was pureuaied at the auction of ble. Welt’ 1: 

Tot (NO #1040) of fandry fragments of aid blackeltter nk, 
48822) who very OMigingly pe: 


Hij 
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min's Tale in 1542, of which I have fpoken in the 
Difcourle, 9c. n. 32. ; . 
As my bufinefs here is folcly with The Canter- 
bury Tales, I fhall take no notice of the feveral mi- 
cellancous pieces by-Chaucer ind others-which were 
added to them by Mr. Thynne in his edition, and 
afterwards by Stowe and Speght in the editions of 
1561, 1597, and 1602. With refpect to The Can- 
terbury ‘Tales, J am under a necefiity of ebferving 
that upon the whole they received noadvantage from 
the edit. of 1532: its matcrial variations from Cax- 
ton’s fecond edition are all I think for the worfe : it 
confounds the order of ‘The Squier's (f) and The 
Trankelcin’s (g) Tales, which Caxton in his fecond 
cdition had fet right: it gives ‘The Frankelein’s 
Prologue tothe Mcrehant, in addition to itsown pro- 
per Prologue (4): it produces for the firft time two 
Frologues, the one to The Doétour’s, and the other 
to the Shipman's Tale, which are both evidently 
{purious (i); and it brings back the lines of ribaldry (4) 
Perkin WerkeR and Jak Straw, 
And now of late eur cobler the dawe. 

One would not expect to find any mention of Perkin Warbeck 
in a work attributed to Chaucer; but paffing that over, I think 
it is plain that cur cobler, In the fecond line, means the leader 
of the Lineolnthire rebels in 1535, who, as Hollinthed tells us, 
page 941, * called himfelf Cupraine Cobler, but was Indeed a 
monk nained Dodtor Mackarell.” The Pilprim’s Tale there- 
fore was not written till after 1536, and confequently could 
not pofibiy be in Mr. Thynne’s firft edit. which, as has boca 
thewn above, was printed at /atef in 15 32. 

(f. See the Difcourfe, &9'c. § 23, and note on ver. 10293. 

(¢} ILid. §25, and note on ver. 10985. 

(») See the fame fection and note. 

({) Sce them in all the edit. fince 15 32. 

(&. See the notc on ver. 10227. The lines themfelves arc in 
all the common edftions, 


“SEE 





worthy’ cannot find 
veierian! A point from thofe 
editions: wwe; {uppoted: to. bederived from 
‘Mr. Thynne’s; in:the very materialipoints above 
mentioned; in which thofe edits, vary from Caxton’s 
Second, he has followed’ shan sor have Tobferved! 
iaily foch werbut varieties’ asswauld Tage ‘one to be- 
Hive ‘that ‘he ‘had confulted any gosd mf ‘They 
who’ have read-his Preface will probably not regret 
that he did notdo more towards correéting the text 
‘of Chaucer. 
In this {tate The Canterbury Tals s¢msined (a) 
@) There are fome other editions pteationed by Ames with- 
‘aut date, but it-is probable that upion infpedtion they would 
appear to be one.or other of the editions whofe dates are here 
Biven. It fecms to have been usual to print books in partner- 
“foip, and for each partner to print his own same to his thare 
of the impredion. See Ames, p. 252. A Bible is faid to be print- 
ed im 1551 by. Nicholas Hill-—* at the coft aad charges of cer- 
“ tayne Ronett menne of the occupacyon, whofe names be upon 
“weir bakes” 
(m) Ie-may be proper jult to take matice that Mr. Spegiit’s 
edit, was reprinted in 1637, with an advertifement at the end, 








a (ote 


Totrodadon. The 
‘han oF ‘tated. pees es Meat ia ae 
‘ate Chaucer fen the charge OF Ran 


esac eo git wien Beech Ait aces 
Sony hae bfertins aa thers Yovart aoe oct 
{ite of his Verlieation. ler " 
Parte, "Tne Breach Kanga intone, Int Rnlang before 
‘he conquelt 1, conrmed and propagated by the hew ePsbidimiente 
‘tthe conquet, (2-5 was the onfinary Language of the court, ) 3. $ 
‘accord at ravens br he mt th on mit cnn 
Sao ae italy be are 5 we both 

Sed regular Were ehiety ‘Lanuage cone 
Ainued tbe ue eds ulrae he lpn of Earra LAY 91 sone 








irl lrfandl he repted hrratioos upon the Bais Language 
confined Genel fr te of chev fine 
‘ied fas to feparately the Saxon and Noraian parts ity) 3-5 
{tos Saxom part coalidere! fa: gramaatieal order: 1. The prepufitive 
article, 2. Nouns Iubilantive aud adjeftive. 3. Prowouas, 4. Verbs and 








and 
‘canfes of the intrede@ica of a grest mumber of Frosch terms in the 
Engle Language, §6. 
Pert the third. Prdimisary oblervations apoa Engl poctry. The 
fore of Ragiit yootry probably borrowed from the Normans, there 
Deing no traces of rhyme or metre among the suzoas before the con 
‘quel The metres and rhymeof madera poetry derived from the La 
in, § ts progrefs of Ragii® poetry to the reiga of Heary 1.1 earty 
attempts af rhyming,§2. Pew Eaglith poets ksown betwors the reign 
‘of Henry TL and that of Beary ITT § 3. The Oraru/um written tn 
‘erfea of Aftean fyllables without rhyme, {4. The number of vhymere 
increafed between the at meatloned period and the time whea Chaa- 
‘cerbegan to write, § §. State of var poetry at that tlme, 6. Account 
‘the metres then tm fe, $ 7.1 of thote afed by Chaucer, 

(roick metre probebly introduced by him either from France er 








ners totaled by 
Seocosceers: 
ind retary arg amici art 
‘oan ty ‘Smaaner 
“rr ete teen reteh pra 
SRpetchintly trench onal The ex = 
renee aH 
fr aly nov exaA inthe difoition of weir aceeSing 17. 
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AN ESSAY, &e. 


Tre Language of Chaucer has undergone twovery 
different judgments. According to one (1) he is the 
“well of Englilh undefiled ;” according to the other 
he has corrupted and deformed the Englith idiom by 
animmoderate mixture of French words (2). Nordo 


(1) Spenter, F. Qub. IV. thefts 325 

(2) Verftegan, c. 7. * Some few ages after [the conquett] 
“came the poet Geffery Chaucer, who writing his poefies in 
‘* Englith is of fome called the Grft illuminator of the Englith 
“ tongue. Of their opinion I am not, though reverence Chau- 
“+ cer as an excellent poet for his time. He was indeed a great 
4+ mingler of Englifh with brench, unto which language (belike 
“+ for that he was de(cended of French or rather Waloon race) 
** he carried a great affection.” 

Skinner, Etymol. L. A. Praf. Ex hoc malefano novitatis 
«+ pruritu, Belge Gallicas voces paffim civitate fua donando 
‘* patrij fermouis puritatem auper non levite: inguinérunt, et 





ESSAY, tr. 


was the ordinary language of the court. The fcw 
Suxons who fer fome time (4) were admitted there 
muit have had the ftroncelt induccments to acquire 
the fame language as feon as poffible, not merely for 
the jake of apprehending and anfwering initynificant 
queflions in the circle, but becausi in that age af- 
fairs of the greateftimportance were publickly tranf- 
acted in the Kinz’s court, and there they might be 
called upon ta-aniwer for their pofictlions and even 
foc their lives. In an eccleGaftical fynod held in the 
prcfince of the King in 1072, the venerable Bifhop 
of Wercefter, Wulftan, (whote boly fimplicity, as the 
Lidtorian calls it (9), feems to have preferved him 


tnat they did. not proferre their language for above two or 
three genoratinvs.—From two gther paffages of the (ame Du- 
doo we learn that the Danith language, whilc it Jafted in Nor. 
mandy, was very finilar to the Saxon, [p. 99,) and yet diffe- 
tent from it, [p. 100,] qualem decet fe fororem. 

(8) After the death of Edwin and the imprifonment of Mor- 
car in 1970, we do no not read of any Saxon earl cxcept Wal- 
theof, and he was executed for mifprifion of treafon about three 
years after, Ordzrjc. Fit. 1, iv. p, §36. It is fingular that Wal- 
theof, agcording to the Saxon law, fuffered death for the con- 
cealenent of that treafoa for which loger de Breteuil, Earl of 
Herete rd, heing tried fecundum lezes Normannerum, could only 
be punithed by.a forfeiture of his inheritance and perpetual im- 
pritonment, 27, p. 63°. brom thi tine lays Jagwyphur, p. 70,) 
* Conitatus et Baronias. Epilcapatus et Priviatias, lotius terrae 
** yuis Nurmanie Rex deftribuit.¢t vix aliquem Augiicum ad ho- 
** noris ftatum vel alicujus domunii principasium afcendere per- 
** milit.” 

o° Will. Malmefp. 1. iii. p. 118, © Hic fanda fimplicitas beati 
** Valflani, (o'r."" The ftory which follaws perfectly juttities 
this character. Matt. Paris [ad aw. iegs,] days thatin ancther 

fenod there was aformat dctigen cf depofirg Wualan, and that 
Ne was faved ouly by a miracic. ile waa acuied * finiplicitatia 


pre 
wvataoty were:given 

andy-ttot- content to avail 

Ofithe ordinary. cdurfe of funccethon, he con- 
(G5), upon. various chargcs of teal or pretended 
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ttregularities, to rembve. feveral:.of thd Raglith: 
fhopsand abbots, whofe places: were in ‘like : 
immediately fapplied by foreigners. In fhort, in 
{pace of a very few years all the fees of England 
filled with Normans, or ftrangers nataralized (i# 
may { fay) in Normandy; and the gréateft part 
the abbies in the kingdom were ‘under governore 
-the fame defcription:- ~ 

i §6. Tt mult he allowed that the bonfefTed fepeall 
ority (16) in literasurt of the Norman clergy eves thi 
Englith at that time furnifhed the King with « fpeetk 
ous pretext for thefe promotions; and it is probable: 
that the prelates who were thus promoted made ufé 

of the fame ‘pretext: to jirttify themfelves itt difpos 
fing of all their beft benefices among their friends a: 
countrymen : that this was their conftant p 

is certain: nor were the riew abbots lefs induftriond 







that of Dorchefter to Lincoln, Will, Malm.\. tii. p. 118. Wheat 
the King had got a fet of bifhops to his mind he would with ww 
have them placed where their influence could be of moh fer 
vice.to him. 

(16) Ordericus Vitalis, 1. iv. p. 918, faye that the Normarid 
at the congueft found the Englith agreffes et pene illiteratet } 
and he imputes, with fome probability, the decay of learning 
among them, from the time of Beda and others, to the cons 
tinual ravages and oppreffions of the Danes. See alfo Million 
of Malmefoury, |. iii. p. 101, 2. It may be obferved too, fromy 
Continuat. Hift. Croyland, by Peter of Blois, p. 114, that the 
firft regular leQures (of which we have any account) at Came 
bridge were read there by four foreign monks, who had come 
over into England wich Jeffrey Abbot of Croyland, formerly 
Prior of St. Evroul: they are faid to have read * diverfis in ho- 
** cis a fe civifi et formam Aurelianenfisftudii fecuti,” three of 
them in grammar, logick, and rhetorick, and the fourth in 
theology. 





), upon 








; rere tilt sum wily estsbeos att sale 
at Windheter 
635, Having fpaken, of 


sa Fh 
1g degradation of Stlgand archbildypofCanterbury,and Agel- 
‘max Bithop of the Eaft Saxons, e,procecds thus; * Abbates 
© eriam Afiqut fbi degradari hint, operam dante rege ut quam- 
* plures ex Anglis fun honore privarentur, i quart locum 
St fue sentis perforas fuleentartit; 0b oijirmationem sui (quoll 
fnppicen acquiflerat)regei. Micléet monullos, tam’ epistopos 
$S.quam Abbates, qucr nulla evidenti caujs nec concilie ae legos 
 feculi damoabaet, Cals honoribus privavit, et ufque ad fine 
‘ites cidiodize mancipatos detinuit, fufpicione, wt diximus, 
tantum induéus novi regni.”—-=-in confirmation of what 
is faid here and in the text,if we examine the fub/eriptions te 
an ecclefiaical confitution in 1072, ap: Fill. Mim. 1. il. pe 
117, we findthat the two atchbithops, feven bithopa out of ele- 
‘en, apd fix abbots out of twelve, ware foreigners; and in about 
five years more the four other bi hopricks, and five atleaft of the 
other fix abbies, were in the hands of foreigners. Another 
‘eccletiattical contitution made at this time has very much the 
pearance of 2 pali 
‘hops? feats thail he removed fiom towns to cities” and in 
confequence of it the fee of Litchuield was removed to Cheiter, 
that of Selefey to Chichetter, that of Elmham to'Theviord and 
afterwards to Norwich, that of Shireburne to SAwWOtyy 20%, 
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ward III. it is probable that the French and Englihh 
languages fubfifted together throughoutthe kingdom, 


flow and almoft imperceptible degrees, in proportion nearly 
as the Englith natives were emerging from that ftate of depref- 
fion in which they were placed by the conqueft: we have no 
scafon to believc that much progrefs was made in cither of 
thefe matters before the reign of King John. ‘The lofs of Nor- 
mandy, (9c. in that reign, and the contequeht regulations of 
Hen. HI. and Louis IX. by which the fubjects of either crown 
‘were made incapable of holding lands in the dominions of the 
other, (Marth. Paris, ad an, 1244,] muft have greatly dimf- 
nithed the ufual conflux of Normans to the Englith ccurt ; and 
the intelline commeotionsin this country under John and Hen- 
ry Ill. in which fo many of the greater barons loft their lives 
and ettates, muft eventually have opened a way for the Eng- 
lith to raife themfelves to honours and pofieflions, to which 
they had very rarely before been admitted to afpire.—In the 
year 1255, the 42 Hen. Ill. we have a particular inftance (the 
firft I believe of the kind) of attention on the fide of govern- 
ment to the Englith part of the community. The letters pa- 
tent which the King was advifed to publifh in fupport of the 
Oxford provifions were fent to each county in Latin, French, 
and Englith, (4nnal. Burton, p. 416.] One of them has been 
printed from the patent-roll, 43 Henry II]. n. 40. m. 15, by 
tomner in his Did. Sax.v. Unnan, and by Hearne, Text Rog. 
p- 391. At the fame time all the proceedings in the bufinefs 
of the provifions appear to have been carried on in French, 
and the principal perfons in both parties are evidently of fo- 
reign extraction. Ifaconjedture may be allowed in a mat- 
ter fo little capable of proof, I thould think it probable that 
the neceffity which the great barons were under at this time 
of engaging the body of the people to fupport them in their 
oppofition to a new fet of forcigners, chiefly Puitevins, con- 
tributed very much to abolith the invidious dittinétions which 
had long fubfifted between the French and Englith parts of the 
nation. In the early times after the conqueft, if we may be- 
Hieve Henry of Huntingdon, (L. vi. p.370,] te be called an Eng- 
“‘Vimin was arveproach : but when the Clares, the Bohuns, 
the Kigods, &'c. were raifing armies for the exyoon di {e- 
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orders both of the clergy and laity (20) 
paca eterno 
—— ‘would not probably be un 
/as natives of England 5 

enn Bigod 
ein.) ca ugh Di a bo 
insane tte ape 
foreigners qui Regine attinentes 


Rag eceee Meera: 


ul were then efteem~ 
eerie we find anarch~ 
‘objeéting to clerks tobenefices 


‘becaufe they were ignorant {Coors ofthe Engin tan= 

guage.” (Mar. Par-p.$31,) which feems to imply that a. 
‘niowiedge of that language was then confidered among the 
‘proper qualifications of an ecclefiattick ; but that it was not 
nece/farily required, even in the parochial clergy, appearsfrom 
the great number of foreign partons, vicars, €9'c. who had the 
King's letters of protection in the-as-year of Edw. I, See the 
Lifts in Bryne tA. pe 109-730. 

(20) The teftimony of Robert of Glaucefter (who lived in the 
times of H. IIL and E. 1.) is fo full and precife to thia point. 
that I truft the reader will not be difpleafed to fee it in his own 
words, or rather in the words of that very incorreét mf, which, 
Hearne has religioufly followed in his edition: 

Rob. Glouc. p. 364. 

‘Thus come lo! Engelond into Normannes honde, 

‘And the Normansnecouthe fpeketho bore ber ovve (a) fpeche, 

And fpeke French as dude atom (b), and here chyldren dude 

al fo teche, 

So that hey men of thys lond, that of her blod come, 

Holdeth alle thulke fpeche that hii of hem nome. 

Vor bots c) aman couthe French,tre telth(f) ofhym well luts3 

{:(c) lowe men holdeth to Englyfeand and toherunleipeche 
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conitrue their Latin leffons into French. From the 
difcontinuance of this praétice, as well as from other 
cauies, the ufe, and probably the knowledge, of 
French as afeparate language received a confiderable 
check. In the 36 vear of Edward III. a law (22) was 


«¢ and maner of alle other naciouns, beth compelled for to leve 
«« her owne langage, and for to conttrewe her leffouns and her 
« thingis a Frenfche, and haveth fiththe that the Normany 
+ come frft Into England. Alfo gentil mennes children betls 
“« ytauzt for to fpeke Frerfche from the tyme that thel beth 
s¢ rokked in her cradel, and kunneth fpeke and playe with a 
*¢ childes brooche; and uplondith men wok: likne hem felf to 
* gentilmen, and fondcth ‘with grete bifynetfe fur ta fpcke 
"© Frenfche, for to te the more ytold of. "——Trevifi. “ This 
“© maner was myche vufed to fore the iirft moreyn, and is fith- 
* the fome del ychaungide; for John Cornwaile, a mailtre of 
** pramamier, Chaungide the lore in grammer feole and con- 
“ ftrucion of Frentch into Englifch, and Richard Pencriche 
** lerned that manerteching of hin, and other menofFencriche; 
* ( that now the zere of oure Lord a thoufand thre hundred 
** foure feore and fyve, of the fecunde King Rychard after the 
“ conguett nyne, in alle the gramer fcoles of Englond children 
“ teveth Frenfch, andconftrueth and lerneth an Englifch, and 
* haveth thereby avauntage in oon fide and defavauntage in 
** anether. Het avauntage is, that thei lerncth her gramer in 
** jaffe tyme than childret: were wont to do; defavauntage is, 
“ that now children of gramer fcole kunneth no more Freniclr 
“© than can her lifte heele; and that is harm for hen, and thei 
* fchul paffe the fee and travaile in ftrange londes, and in ma- 
* ny other places alfo: alfo gentilmen haveth now mych ylefte 
* for to teche her children Frenfch.” 

(22) This celebrated flatate ia faidby Walfingham [p. 179,]} 
to have been made ad petitionem commu:itatis; but no fuch pe- 
tition appears upon the parliament-roll, and it feems rather to 
Lave been an act of grace moving from the King, who on the 

fame day ertered into the fitticth year of his age; ** unde in 
°° uo Jubilee popula fuote exhibuit gratiofumn.” Walf. ih. It is 
“e174rkable too that the caute ot farmmons at the beginning ot 
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nigllefehools from the conquedt (ax) till 
‘reign of Rdward iJ. to makethe feholars 


hy for which it je dificuit to account but by Cups 
language: to,have heon the language of the court 
lows. [See she Kollde Superior. Reg. nel in Pry 
9.41 20%), Edward's claim of the foperiority is Sri 
FRoges Brabaniun, Sermane Gallien, and.afeeraarta 
Bath and Wells, and the king himnfe|6, {peak tothe 
Enplith and Scots wi the fame languare, [1 fe 
>’ the aniwers.of the Bithop of Durhaei ip the 
Glos ia Gallica, (alt. Hemingf.0d sane 12953 may 
Tpohave been out of camplaifance to the cardinals 
1 he way) they so not appear to baye bean Vrenich= 
‘8 fuck. conttraction can be put upoa the follow iy 
Dy Matthewo! Weltuniniter. Cad.dnet 3014p 499d 
thop of Canterbury inforins the Pope that he hack 
jn Holinefles' letters to the king ina full court, quste 
# rex reverenterrecipiens, 22s hublige egt core. Mey 
Gallick lingua fecerae patenter expante 
aphus, a contemporary writer, informs us that th 
ganat lie congue, Cp. 
fn tantum abwrrebant, [Normiann,) quod leg 
sutaque dagFeerum regu lingua Gaited teach 
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we exceptions) appear to have been all in French, 
and the ftatutes continued to be publifhed in the 
fame language for above one hundred and twenty 
vears, till the 1 of Richard III. 

§ 8. From what has heen faid I think we may 
fairly conclude that the Englith language mutt have 
imbibed a ttrong tin€ture of the French long before 
the age of Chaucer,.and confequently that he ought 
not to be charged as the importer of words and 
phrafes which he only ufed after the example of his 
predeceffors,and in common with his contemporaries. 
‘his was the real fa&t, and is capable of being de- 
mon({lrated to airy one who will take the trouble of 
comparing the writings of Chaucer with thote of 
Robert of Gloucefter and Robert of Brunne (24), 


vifo in French was added by the Commons to the articles forthe 
council cf-regency, which are in Englith, did. n. 33 Even the 
royal affent was given to bills in Englith 2 Hen. VI. n. 54. Be it 
ordeined as it is afked. Be it as it isaxed. —And again, n. 55.—= 
I have ftated this matter fo particularly, in order to thew that 
when the French language ceafed to he generally underftood 
it was gradually difufed in parliamentary proceedings; and 
from thence, I think, we may fairly infer that while it was ufed 
in thofe proceedings conftantly and exctufively of the Englifhy, 
it muft have been very generally underilood. 

(2.4) Robert of Gloucefter’s Chronicle has been publifhed by 
Hearne,Oxf.172-4, faithfully, I dare fay, but from incorrect mif 
"| he author fpeaks of himfelf [page 560,] as living at the time 
of the battle of Evetham in 1265; and from another paflage 
[p. 22.4,] he feems to have lived beyond the year 1278, though 
his hMory ends in 1270. See Heirne’s Pref. p. 48. Robert 
Manning, of Brunne or Bourn in Lincolnthire, tranflated into 
Luglith rhymes, from the French of Robert Gofletefte Bithop 
of Lincoln, a treatife called Afanuel de Pechés, as early as the 

scar 1303. ‘this work of his has never been printed, but is pre- 
4erved aniong the Harleian mf, n. 1701, and the Bodlcian, 
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oo rower nie suconDy vee 
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the ill grounded oenfarésof Vérltegan and Skinner, 
that the corruptioHl (aP taihrovetrient) of the RAKE 
Langusgetiy'a mixture of French was not originally 


12; 2355. Honlfo tranlated fram the’ French an hiftory of Eng- 
land, the fiit partion Gete Britonum, from Me. Wace, the rey 
-mainder,tothe deathot Eas Liftom Peter of hangtot, iis tranty 
ation waséinished in, 1338: the latter party with forme extencls 
from’ the former, was printed by Hearne in-1725 from a Gingle 
mnf.—Bir Jolin Marideville’s Account of his ‘Travels was weit 
ten’in:2356; In the latt edition, Lond. 17275 thte text is th 
ta have been formed trom a collation of feveral mi and feems 
‘to be tolerably correct —Wickliffe died in 1384: hig wwoila~ 

tion of The New Teitament was printed for the fir. time by 

Lewis, Lond. 1731. ‘There is an immente eatalogue of other 

works, either really his or aferibed to him, Qill extent in. wh. 
See his bile by £20ts,and Taiuner, Bible By 
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owing to Chauices, I fhall proceed, ist the fecond p 
of. this Effay, to: amake fome obdervations upon | 
moft material peculiarities of shat Norman-Sa; 
dialeét. which} fuppofe to have prevailed in the ; 
of Chancer;-aad:which in fubffance remains to t 
day the Language of England... 

§ 1. By. what means the French.tciague was { 
introduced and ted in, this ifland has bi 
faficiently:explained above; but: to..afcertain w 
any exafine/s the degrees by which it infinuated 
felf ands was ingrafted intd. the:Saxen would b 
much nidre-dificult tak (45°, fer want of a regi 
feries of the, writings of appreved.anthors tran{n 
ted to us: by duthentick copies Luckily for us 
our concern is folely with.that period when the 
corporation of the two Languages ‘was completec 
is of no great importance to determine the pre 
time at which any word or-phrafe became natur 
zed; and for the fame. reafon we have 20 neec 
inquire minutely with refpe& to the other alt. 
tions which the Saxon language jn its feveral fta 
appears. to have wudergone, how far they procee 


~ (29) In order to trace with exaétnefs the progrefs of any 
guage, it feetns neceflary, 1. that we thould have before 
continued feries of authors ; 2. that thofe authors fhould t 
hecn approved as having written at tcaft with purity; . 
%. that their writings thould have been exactly copied. Ir 
Envlith Bahpuage we have fcarce any authors within the 
century after the conquett ; of thofe who wrote before C) 
cer, and whofe writings have been preferved, we have no t 
inony Of approbation from their contemporaries or fuccel 
aad lattly. the copies of their works which we have rece 
are in Rene ral fy full of inaccuracies as to make it often very 
ficult for us to be affured that we are in polle@on of the g 
ine wotes uv the author. 
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‘from the: natural terete i (lpe= 
tien ee ew Banh ed 
‘Norman invaders. . 


meas the 

torr yen lefaced or difguited 

“by various accidents; the fecond will endeavour to 
out the nature and effets of the : 
iron em three. centuries it, 


from 

 -§ 3» For the ftke of method it will be convenient 
‘th go throngh the feveral parts of fpeech in the order 
in which they are commonly ranged by grammarians, 

rT, The Prepolitive article pe, pod, pac, (which an- 
fwered to the ¢, #, ro, of the Greeks, in all its va- 
rieties of gender, cafe, and number) had been long 
Jaid afide, and inflead of it an indeclinable the was 
prefixed to all forts of nouns inall cafes, and in botls 
numbers. 

2. ‘The declenfions of the nouns fubftantive were 
reduced from fix to ones and in(tead of a variety of 
cafes in both numbers they had only a genitivecafe 
fingular, which was uniformly deduced from the 
nominative by adding to it cs, or only «, if it end- 
ed an ¢ feminine; and that fame form was ufed to 
exprefs the (26) plural number in all its cafes, as 


(26) It Is fearce neceilary to take notice of a few plarata 
which were expre(fed differently, though their uxsmber was 
‘Breater in the tne of Chaucer than it is news Gane Gi ABE 
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nom. freur, gen. fboures, plur. froures; nom. name, 
gen. names, plur. names. 

‘The nouns adjeétive had loft all diftinétion of gen- 
der, cafe, or number. 
' "3, ‘The primitive pronouns retained one oblique 
cafe (27) in each number, as sc or J, coe; obl. we, ws 
thou, ye; obl. thee, youmbe, fee; ‘bi (28), or they; 
obl. Sim, hire, bem, or them. 

Their pofleffives were in the fame ftate with the 
adjectives, min, thin, bis, bire; oure, youre, bir, or 
their (29). 


feem to retain their termination in en from the fecond decien- 
fion of the Saxons, as oxencyen, hafen,5'c.5 others feem to have 
adopted it euphone gratia, as brethren, eyren, inttead of bio 
Bpu ez pu ; and a few fceni to have been always irregularly 
declined, as mien, wimmen, mice, lice, feet, &F'e. See Hickes, Gr. 
A. S. p. 11, 12. 

(27) I take no notice here of the genitive cafes min, hin, 
ourc, youre, ®S'c. as being at this time hardly ever diftinguifhable 
from pronouns poffeflive. How are we to know whether min 
boke thould be rendered liber mei or liber meus? In the plural 
number however, fn a few inftances, the genitive cafe feems 
to have retained its proper power, C. T. v. 825, oure aller cok 
—would be more naturally tranilated——294rdn omnium gal- 
lus, than nofer omnium. And fo in P. P. fol. exi, youre aller 
hele, vefram omnium falus, not vefra. 

_ (283; Itisvery difficult tofay from whenceorwhythe pronouns 

they, them, and their, were introduced into our language. The 
Saxon pronouns b/, bem, and bir, feem to have been in conftant 
ufe in the time of Robert of Gloucetter. Sir John Mandeville 
and Chaucer ufe they for bi, but never, as Iremember, (inthe 
mf. of authority) them or their. 

(29) ‘The four laft of thefe poffoffive pronouns were fometimes 
expreffed a littledifferently, viz. bires, ourcs, youres, and birs, 
or theirs, as they are ftill when the noun to which they belong 
és underftood, or when they are placed after it in a fentence. 
‘So the queftion, Whofe book is this? we anfwer, Ler’s, 9urs, 
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Phe interrogative and relative eee had a genitive 
and accufative cafe, rebar and xélom, but no variety 
of number. 

On the contrary the demonttrative, this and that, 
Sen expreflion; tie and tho, but no variety 

es 

"The: “or words, which are often (though im= 

placed in the clafs of pronouns, were'all 
Vine deine ee 5, except ait 
alteruter; tee rained jeter, alter; which’ 

cafe oie taytberte, ol otberes dict 

a a Lawes fingolar, and a [/num= 
+, otherer;, and aller (a. tion of calpa) was 

Ail in ute as the genitive of alle (39). 


_yaur’s, oF theirs j oF we declare this book Is ber's, ors, Fo. 
‘east handly costeive that the final sia thefe words isa mark of 
the potfethive (or genitive) cafe,asa very able writer (Short n+ 
tradustion c0 Engligh Grammars p. 38, Gq) feems 10 be inclined. 
tt think; becaufe in the inflancesjult mentioned, and inal 
which I have been able to find or to imagine, I cannot dife 
ver theleaft trace of the ufual powers ofthe genitive cafe. "The 
learned Wallis (Gram. Ang. c. 7,] has explained the ufeof thefe 
uns without attempting to account for their form; he 
only adds,** Nonnulli,bern, ourn, yourn, bi/n, dicunt pro Ber's, 
‘ours, &e. fed barbaré, nec quifquam (credo) fic feribere fo- 
let.” If it could be proved that thefe words were anciently 
‘terminated inn we might be led to conjedure that they were 
‘originally abbreviations of Ber own, our eum, &'e, the n being 
afcetwards foftened into 5, asit hasbeen in many other words. 
(30) It may be proper here to take a little notice of the 
Pronoun or pronominal adjeative /elf, which our belt gram 
rians from Wallis downwards have attempted to metamor- 
phote Into a fubftantive. In the Saxon language itis certain 
that /plf was declined like other adjedtives, and was joined in 
‘conitruetions with pronouns perfonal and fubfiautives, jutt as 
inftvin Latin, ‘Vhicy faid, 1eylf, ego iptes min fyljes, gre ips 
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‘4. The verbs, at the time of which we are tréa 
ing, .were very nearly reduced to the fimple ftate | 
which they are at prefent. 


fins; me fylfac, me ipfur, tc. Petrus fyl/, Pétrus infé, ey 
[See Hidket, Orv. &.- ps b6.7 In the age of Chaucer /ei/f, Wl 
other adjectives, was become undeclined. Though he writ 
Self, jeeve, and Jeiven, thofe varieties do not denptd any difitn 
tion of cafe or number, for.he ufes indifferently bim/elfand bis 
Selven, hemfelf and benfekven. He joins it with (ybfantives 
the fento of ine, as the Saxons did. [See v. 2862. In that eb 
grove, in illo ipfo. neniore—v. 4535. Thy fave felg 
ipfe tugs vicinus.] But his great’ depattute ftont thé, ance 
infayé' wis with refpe@ to the ‘pronouns: petfohdl prefixet: 
feif: intead of dettining them third’ the eatlés whitch they ® 
retained, be ufes conftantly my AU fot } felf and the felf, ay 
for thou felf and thee felf, bin: self and Dire felf, fur he felf a: 
the fli und di ttle plural «inanner oat pif fot We Tew aint 
felf; your self for ye leifanil y du fend bem felf torchiey felt. 
It would be vain to attemptto defend this pradtice of Chanx 
upotr any principles af Pedibn or grattiinatical analogy; al th 
can bo faid.for it fs; that. pérhapé ny vegular prattice swale p 
ferable'té the comfufion and unetertainty which ents td hin 
provailed before? aecoftitigly the writers who ficceeted hi 
following ts example; tt ‘bécame¢'a rulo, a0 I condelve; of t 
Englith Lahguage- tha perioral pronouns prea xed-tor sory we 
only ued in Gnd eaGsla‘egch mumbde?, viz. thofe of the firft a 
feeond perfon in thegeanive ca Cadcdrding tothe Saxon for 
‘and thofe ‘ofthe ehind si-the wetdfitive.>—iBy ductees x 
Romi was insroduced of anticxthg Jelf to. proneuris in the 
guilat autiiber only, atid fortes (4 corruption; F fappete, of; 
ven) to thofe inthe pterals Fhis probably comfbutes to p 
‘fuade out late gramnvarianic tt (lf was a Nibftamive, as | 
true: Enghith adjective doesnot vaty in the’ phatal mumb 
“Another caute of their miftake might be, that they confide 
ay’, thy, our, your, (to witich e/te ufualty joined) 28 prone 
poffefiive, whereas ? think it more probable. that they w 
the Saxon genitive cafes of the perfonal prononns, The wre 
phytical fabhantive felf, of which our more modern phile 





ptemiecies in eth, as foveth A aairtioneh h 
gett confonants (according to the genius of the 
Jafiguage)were frequently omitted, Really veries 

MERE BA¥oh tetnloation BFthe lobnitive then bad 
ven long changed into en, t0 leven, to liven, We. and 
gy, Were beginning to drop the «, to /vve, to ive. 
‘The participle of the prefent time began to be 
Benerally terminated in ing, a8 doving, though the 
old: form, which terminated in'ende or ade, was (ll 
imufe, as lovende'or lovande. ‘The participle of the 


phere and poets have made fo mach ufe, was unknown, I be 

lieve. in the time of 
(30) In the long quotation from Trevita (which fee above, 

‘n. 21,) it may be obferved that al! his plural verbs of the pre= 

fent tenfe terminate in eth, whereas in Sir John Mandeville 

and Chaucer they terminate almoft as conttantly in en. 

(32) Afand. p. 281. And at certeyn houres—thel feyn to 
cetteynosiiceres---anaterd pees (i, e. make ye filence.) ANUNAN, 
fevn the offceres, Wow pees! Iyfemeth (ix €. ier Ye)=-WW WS 
Allowing pages dere Bukd fur fandycy and puttstly Wot Pl ye= 
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pa(t time continued to be formed, as the paft tim 
itfelf was, in ed, as lowed, or in fome contradtio 
of ed (53), except among the irregular verbs (34. 


(33) Phe methods by which the final ed of the paft tenfe, an 
its participle, was contraéted or abbreviated in the age « 
Chaucer were chiefly the following: 

1. By throwing away the d.——This method took place | 
verbs whofe laft confonant was ft, preceded by a confonairt 
thus cafe, cofte, burte, putte, flitte, were ufed inftead of cafe 
cofed, burted, putted, slitted.——- 2. By tranfpofing the d.-«- 
This was very generally done in verbs whofe laf confonai 
wax d, preceded by a vowel ; thus inftead of reded, leded, /pre. 
ed, bleded, feded, it was ufual to write redde, ledde, fredd 
bledde, feide.---And this fame method of tranfpofition, I a 
prehend, was originally applied to thorten thofe words whic 
we now contract by fyncope, as low'd, liv'd, fmil’d, bear’ 
fear'd, which were anciently written /oude, livde, fmild 
berde, ferde.--°3. By tranfpofing-the ¢ and changing it into 
—This method was ufed, 1. Jn verbs whofe laft confonant wr 
t, preceded by a vowel; thus /erel, fweted, meted, we 
changed into lctte, furette, mettg,—2. In verbs whofe laft cos 
fonant was d, preceded by a confonant; thus bended, bilde 
girded, were changed into bente, bilte, girte.---And general 
in verbs in which d is changed into ¢ I conceive that d w: 
firft tranfpofed, fo that dwelled, paged, dremed, feled, képe 
fhould be fuppofed to have been firft changed into develld 
pagde, dremde, felde, kepde, and then into dwelte, pag 
dremte, felte, kepte.------ 4. The lait method, together. with 
change of the radical vowel, will account for the analogy of 
fpecies of verbs, generally reputed anomalous, which for 
their paft time and its participle (according to modern orth 
graphy) in gbe. The procefs feems to have been thue, Brix 
bringed, brongde, brodge, brogre; Think, thinked, thonkd 
thokde, thokte; Teche, teched, tackde, tachte, Sc.; only fough 
from fgoted, feems to have beeu formed by throwing aw 
the d, (according to method 1.) and changing the radical vowe 
See initances of fimilar contraQions in the Francic languag 

Hikes, Grain. Fr. Th. ps 66. 





. (34) I confider thofe verbs only as irregular in which ¢ 





Pridden, Wwe wolden, we mighten ox maughten, Wwe-cou 
agleets Ba, stn 
~ to haven, was 2. complete verb, 
being prefixed to the participle of the paft time was 


paft time and its participle disfér from each other. Their var 
Fietles are too numerous to be particularly examined here, but 
Thelieve there are fearce any in which thedeviations fram the 
fegular form will ot appear to have been made by fome me- 
thoi of contraétion or abbreviation fimilar to thofe which have 
‘been pointed out inthe la note among the regular verbs. "The 
common tetminatfot of the participle in ev is clearly a fubti~ 
‘ustion for «¢, probably for the fake of ainiore agreeable fount, 
and it is often thortened, as ed has been thewn to be, by trant- 
polition; thus drarura, knevwen, borem folen, were changed. 
foto drmveney dnonens, borne, olnes 

(35) Shulde and wolite are contraéted from bulled and welled, 
by trantpoting the d according to method 2. — Atigbze and 
mouzbte are formed from magbed and moghed, according to 
method 3.maghid; maghde, magbte ; Magbed, ragbe, mioglte 
=--Coude Is from conned, by tranfpofition of the d, and foiten- 
Ing the ninto u; it isoften written cautbe, and always fo, Uhe- 
ewe, when it is ufed a6 a participle. In the fame manner Bi- 
fhop Douglas and ocher Scottith writers use Bezauth 3 the 
preterit of begins z27ned, Legonds, degouds, begibes 

Polame le L 

















dxxiv- getdy; ten 


~ Thé-nowits ful tinsive inthe Prehebrhitiguige (: 
in all the: other -lnagaliges ferivell frost: the: Latin 
had-boft thei cated lang before theitinve of which 
are treating; “be? ficknof them:-.ds'were'inatotalins 
here feem all .ta havé-neqnised a ngehitive: cafe, .a 
cording te: the.corhinted Sancmi forbr whinh has bee 
ftated above. Their plural number wés-aléo-new am 
diillerd bortizo faue forie if mecedfesy;:for im houkts ote 
ing ia « feminine; tas: she preasté part of the: rend 
did; the two languages were alread agnecd; now 
ae art Seachem eet 2 none. dese; gent dom 
decd bade t mat 
Peo the coatrary tha ‘sdjoftives which ithome fs 
a diftinétion of gendor andl niimbés; inpon ¢heir' n 
turalizntiorherefcerh to have been gericrally ftript | 
both, and-redneed tor the fimpls fate ofthe Bagi 
adjective. without cafe,.gendet, or number, = _.. 
‘VheBrench verbs were obliged to lay afitte-all the 
differences of conjngations asorder, fouffsir, resvoe 
defseadre; mere: tegularly changed mtoereetreserd: 
Siffren, receivem; difamden. They-buooght witli: the 
only: two .tenftis,:the prefent and the paftsinor ¢ 
they retain any (mgularity: of infis&ier which tod 
diftenguith. themiron other vers of Saxi grow 
. Theparticipte:indoed of the prefent time, in-foy 
verbs; ‘appears ito'-have: fill. pitferved: its" origi 
French: form, as feat, fiffaat, As 
- The participle of. the palt time-diddopted almiof n: 
verfully: the regulay. Saxon tertninatibrt in‘ed, as | 
corded, fuffred, rereived, defeended s it een: frequen 
affumed the prepofitive particle ze, (or 9, as it 'v 
latterly written) which among the Saxons was ve 
generally, though not peculiarly, prefixed ‘to th 
participle. 
§ 6. Upon the whole, | believe it vay te faid w 


éruth that at the time which we are conhder 


Basar; Se mv 


eform of our language was ftill Saxon the 
ima great meafure French, The novel- 
‘kinds which the revolution in 1066 had in« 
demanded a large fapply of new terms, 
wneeftors very naturally took what thi 
om the language which was altcaily famio 
wonfiderable part of the commmity. Our 
varticular (who have gencrally the princi« 
& modelling tees} found it their in 
prrow as many Words as they conteniently 
2 France, es Reed were for a fong time 

dient faved them the 
pee tee cor nt terms in Saxon. 
th words. too, being the remains.of. a po- 
paage, were fmoother, and (lid eafier into 
tm the Saxon, which had never undergone 
Wwenltivation : their Gnal fyllables chimed 
‘ith more frequent confonancies, and theit 
re better adapted to rhyming poetry, But 
ais in the next part. 





PART THE THIRD. 


ve proceed in the third and I: 
ider the 






art of this 
rlification 






vat the Saxons had a 
ered from 
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tain, but it feenrsequally: certain that their compe 
iitions of that kind were: neither divided into verfes 
of a determimate number of fyllables, norembelliths 
cd with what we calkrhyme (40).’There areno traces; 


dered leop--leop-pongery, oryongey+-and reny; and ars 
canendi is tranflated leop cnapt or pang cnwps.—Afiet 
alfo, in his life of Alfred, fpeaksof Saxonica poemat.t, and Saxe 
onica carmina, [p. 16, 43,] and moft probably the Cantileae 
per fucceffiones temporum detrite, which Malmefb. cites in his 
Hift. |. ii. p. §2, were in the Saxon language. The fame writer 
{l. v. de Pontif. ed. Gale,}] mentions a carmen trivviale of Ald 
helm (the author-of the Latin-poem:-de Fi+gintrate, who died 
in 709) as adbuc’ vulgo ‘cantitatum ; and he quoter the tefti- 
mony of King Alfred, in his Liber Afanualis, or Hand-boc, as 
faying “‘ that na one was ever equal to. Aldheim in Engitfhi 


66 poet 3 


(40) Both thefe circumftances are evident (rom the mok 
curfory view of the feveral fpecimens of Saxon poetry which 
Hickes has exhibited in his Gram. Ang. Sax.c. xxi, and they 
ate allowed by that learned writer himfelf. Unwilling how - 
ever, as it fhould feem, to leave his favoutite language with- 
out fome fyftem of Vertification, he fuppofes that the Saxons 
obferved the quantity of fyllables in their verfes, ‘* tho’ per- 
s* haps,” he adds, ‘* not fo firicly as the heroick Greek and 
*S Latin poets.” —He gives three reafons for this fuppolition ; 
1. Becaufe thcy did not ufe rhyme. 2. Becaufe they tranipofed 
their words in fuch 2n unnatural manner; ¥ Hoc autcm cur 
** facerent Anglo-Saxonum poctz, nulla, ut videtur, alia af- 
** fignari cauta potert, quam qu, ut idem facerent, Graecos 
** ot Latinos poetas coerit; nempe metrilex.” 3. Becanfe they 
had a great number of diffy Hable and polyfy lable words which 
vere nit for metrical feet.—However. fpecioas thefe reafons 
may appear they are certainly far from conclufive, even if we 
had no inonuments of Saxon poetry temsining; but in-the 
prefent cafe, Iapprehend, tire only fatisfattory. proof would 

/ave been to have produced, aut of the great heap of poetical 
-“mupofntions in the -Sason language, fone. regular merical 


fome years after, thon ey th 

side © s-wcabe a4 adic 
laby-ensehntescualnosmemissbenetetrtenarh 
and order of thei Coriponent fyitables, and occur 
sf in seontinved feride or at itated mrervals. If alex: 
ofa of the mature of the Korma poetry were loft, & 
‘8 OF Virgil or Horact would be fuftcient to convince 
‘eit metres werd regulated by the of Fy 
BP ifcabaamor had vit a metre repolated 
aneity of fytiables, a few of hislines muft have atforded: 
ne conviction with refpett to the general laws of his, 
ston. For my own part, I confers rytelf unable to dit 
Pichateriat aittimetion ofthe Saxon poetry fun prove, 
“greater pomp. Of iigtitin’ anid aimore'flarely Kind of 
Our’ ancettors affdeted a cerenia ‘pontpuPftyle in all 
feedcenteinmngeenn come; we pera) 
(Wee didlare!aenane” And this-afectation Ifufpect was 


AMS Of thett!fo-trequently inverting the natural or= 
‘die wotds, efpectally ih poetry ‘The ubfearity arisin; 
inverfions had the appeararice of pomp: that they 


‘owing te the: conftraiht of any metrical laws as 
spofes) may be prefushed from their beingtommonly 
ofe, and even in Latin proie, by Saxon writers. Be 
nfhitorlan defcended in the vith degree ftom King 
Inter Script, poi Redan p. S3-——950.) is full of 
following paffage of hie hiltory, ifiteraliy tranila~ 
read. very hike Saxon poctry: * Abiteahuntur 
ventes fide | anno in ensm } Hibernia turpe | 
2415 | fustim confaunt fembutn | tanrious bere 
entum fii | heblomadariun fippicnt ; | eles 
per velafeptem | rotivemque noetes,” 
any marks of tudied alliteration in 
fi that we might attribute the introduetion of 
6 the Panes, if we were certain that it made a 
“dice Verication atthe tine ofthe Darth t= 
sland. ——How ever that may have be 
Mis (Oger. Camb. pes 
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I fhould apprehend we mutt have been obliged ‘for 
both to the Normans, who very early (41) diftin- 


tion, which he defcribes to be what we call alliteration, asthe 
favourite rhetorical figure of both the Welfii and Englith in 
his time: ‘* Adeo igitur hoc verborum ornatu duz nationes, 
*¢ Anglifcil. et Cambri, in omni fermone exquifito utuntur, 
*‘ ut nihil ab his eleganter di@um, nullum nifi rude et agrette 
** cenfeatur eloquium, fi non fchematis hujus lim4 plene fue 
“¢ rit expolitum.” It is plain that alliteration muft have had 
very powerful charms for the ears of out anceftors, as we find 
that the Saxon poetry, by the help of this embeilifhment alone, 
even after it had laid afide ite pompous phrafeology, was able 
to maintain itfelf without rhyme or metre for feveral centue 
ries. See Dr. Percy's Kfay on the Metre of Pierce Plougbman’s 
Vifions. Rel. of Ancient Poetry, vol. ii. 

(41) I cannot find that the French antiquaries have been able 
to produce any poetry, in any of the dialects of their language, 
of an earlier date than the conqueft of England, or indeed than 
the beginning of the rath century. However we read ofa 
‘Thibaud de Veraun, canon of Rouen, who before the year 
105 3, ** multorum gefia SanGorum, fed et Sti Wandregefili,a 
*¢ fua latinitate tranftulit, atque in communis linguz ufum 
** fatis facunde refudit, ac fic, ad guamdam tinnulivythmi Amie 
** litudinem, urbanas ex illis cantilenas edidit.” [De Mirac. St# 
Vulframni. Au€ore Monacho Fontanell. Temp. Will. 1. ap. Da- 
elerii Aa SS. Ord. Ben. t. iii. p. 379.] It is probable too that 
the Vulgares Cantus, which according to Raimond de Agiles 
{G1 Dei, p. 180,] were compofed againtt Arnoulph, a chap- 
lain of the Duke of Normandy, in the firft croifade, were in the 
French language; and therecan be little doubt that William LX. 
Duke of Aquitain, upon his return from Jerufalem in 1101, 
asnade ufe of hia native tongue when “‘ miferias captivitatisfuz, 
** erat jocundus et lepidus, multotiens retulit rythmicis ver- 
** 1ibus cum facetis modulantionibus.” Ord. Vital. 1. x. p.793. 
e-- The hiftory of the taking of Jerufalem, which is faid to have 
been written by the Chevalier Gregoire Bechada of Tours 
in Limoges, ** materna lingua rythmo vulgari, ut populus 
** plenitor intelligerct,” [Ludbbe, Bibl. Nav. t. ii. p. 296,] has 





‘ther place to thew | ee ta naar Taos moh soe 
Ties fc sce the one We Ron and Wes 
auchet calls bitte ation 
(42) "The Latin rythrolal vere refembled the metrical ia 
‘the number of fyllables only, without any, tegard to quar 
** Arma cano virumque qui prisnny Trojseab aris," would pat 
{for a very good rythmnical hexameter. The preatett part hove 
ever ofthefe compolitions were inimitation.or theiayabickeand 
trochaick metres; and in them, if the accente'fell luckily, the 
unlearned car would oftex be a8,yscll plewied ay i the laws of 
‘quantity were oblerved. ‘The two rythmical hymns quoted 
by Beda (De Metrisy edition Puyeb, p2aha,) ave falficiens 
to.prove this, The fitt.he obterves, ad initor jaanbici metei 
+ pulcherrime factusefi.” 
© rex feteroe!Dotatae 
Rerum evestor omaium, OF. 
‘Fhe other {s+ ad formam metri Trochale 
-Apshovblt epentaa dies magna Dot 
Far obfeurs velut nodlenuprocifonccupana, 
In the former of thefe hymns Damnine, to a modern 
ea, founds as well av nsniine ; and inthe latter dies and 
Ibeing accented upon ther lit fyilables,atfvet ust etherwite 
shan dices and velm would have done.—From fuch Latin 
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declenfion of that language were current in varions 
forms among thofe who cither did not underitand 
or did not regard the true quantity of fyllables; und 
the prattice of rhyming (43) is probably tobe deduced 


tythms, and chiefly thofe of the iambick form, the prefent 
poetical meafures of all the nations of Roman Europe are 
clearly derived. Initead of long and thort fyllables, the feet of 
our poetry are compofed of fyllables accented and unaccented, 
or rather of fyllables flrongly and lefe ftrong!y accented, and 
hencc it is that we have fo little variety of feet, and confe- 
quently of metres; becaufe the poflible combinations of fylla- 
bles accented and unaccented are from the nature of fpeech 
much more limited in point of number than the combinations 
of long and fhort fyllables were in the Greek and Latin lane 
guages. 

(43) We fee evident marks of a fondnefs for rhyme in.the 
hymns of S. Ambrofius and 8. Damafus, as early asthe 4th cen-~ 
tury. One of the hymns of Damafus, which begins 

Martyris ecce dies Agath= 

Virginis emicat exime, &c. 
{s regularly rhymed throughout. Prudentius, who had a more 
clafficail tafte, feems ftudioufly to have avoided rhymes ; but 
Sedulius and Fortunatus,in the 5th and 6th centuries, ufe 
them frequently in their hymns. [See their works, andan hymn 
of the latter, ap. Fabric. Bib. Med. tat. v. Fortunatus.] 
The learned Muratori, in his Differtation de Rytbmica Veternm 
Poefi, (Antiq. Med. ZE-vi. Differt. x\,] has colle@ed together 
a vaft heap of examples, which prove that rhymes were very 
generally ufed in hymns, fequences, and other religious com- 
pofitions in Latin, in the 7th, 8th, and oth, centuries ; fo that 
for my own part I think it as probable that the poets in the 
vu'igar languages (who firft appeared abcut the oth century) 
borrowed their rhymes from the Latin poetry of that age, as 
it is evident that they did the forms of their Verfification.---- 
Otfrid of Weiffenberg, the earheft rhymer that is known in 
any of the modern languages, about the year 870, calls rhyme, 
4a the ftyle of the Latin grammarians, Schema omeatcleuton, 
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‘Ware,’ 
“aa a! veryiancient bit 
“reafons hortly for believing: phat; he teas the 
“ehine tranfiation: fn Ffench yerie-of Celfrey of 
omance which ix commonly called Le Britis 
tee, his name fs dicey written inthe test oF 
very coniiderable antiquity : wo of thera are in 
Taal, Ao, and Roz. WPA xxi t 
Sige in the Tibeary wf Genice Woliege, 1 
Hol, G08, ite welt= 
ace, bya (ublitution of G tor W, very writ 

langoag: f. 
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a: fabylous hiftory ef. the Beitons entitled Le Ba 
which Wace himiclé, about the yean 1256, had-tr 
cyes the name is wace, snd ot iste, 20 Wanley eead it. , 
Saxon T is not very uolike ac. What Layamon has Gid 
ther, * that this Wace was a Freach cletk, aad prefented 
*: bak to Alienor the queen of icnry,” [the Second) ag 
perfodly well with the date of Zr Brut, (iq 3155, accordin 
ail the copies) and with the account which Wace himfelj 
his Romsu de Row, has,given ofhis attachment to Henzy.- 
Thirdly, in, a fubfequent tranflation of Ze Brut, which: 
made by Robert of Brunne in the beginning of the 14th< 
tury, he repeatedly names Adayfer Wace as the author (97 
ther tranflator from the Latin) of the French biftory. 
Hearne’s App. to Pref. ta Peter Langtoft, p. 98.---In oppolit 
to this firong evidence in favour of Wace we have noth 
"material except the mf. of Ze Brut quoted by Fauchet, (d 
Langue Francaife, |. ti,} in which according to his citation 
author iacalled Vifuce. Thelater Freachwriters why havec 
ed him fo, I apprehend, have only followed Fauchet. There 
er wil judgowhether it is not more probable that the write 
the mf. oreven Fauchct himfelf, may have made a little a 
thismatter,than that fomany mff.as I have quoted above, : 
the facceflive teftimonies of Layamon and Rabert of Brus 
thoakd have concurred in calling the author of Le Brug #% 
if titat had not been his true name. —————-1_ will juft add | 
1 we de Seint Nicholas, which is frequently quoted by Hiel 
{Gr. A. S. Po 146, 149, ct al.) was probably a work of- 
‘fune Wace, @ as appears from the folowing paiiage, [ay & 
1687, Ve 37 from the end,] 


Ci faut le livre mreftre Guace, , . 
Quil ad de Seint Nichols fait, 
Ds Latin en Romaunz efirelt 

A Otberd le fz Thiout, 

Qui Seiat NicLules mout amout. 


‘and I fhould fufpect that Ze Murtyre de'$t. George en. 
‘Francois far Rotert Guaco, mentioned by M. Lebeuf as ext 
bathe Lidl. Colbert. Cod, 3745, [Msm.:det’ Acad. D. § 


, 








Eng- 
Eh dominions abroad a5 well aS a home) af- 
fegted to write only (49) Se Latin, fo that we do not 





B. Zt xvii. p.73t] ought to beafcribeil to the fime author, 
8 Guaco isa very ftrange name, ‘The Chnilian name oF Wace 
was Robert. See Huct, Orig. deCten, p. 412 

(48) The fullowing pallage of Roger de Hovellen (p. 6 
gives a firiking defeription uf the extent of the Englih dom 
tions in th chiand.f. 5 Seiendum ett quod tots 
ra, quae eit ab Anglia ulque in Hifpadiam, Fecus mare, 






























“ licet Normannia, Britannia, Pidavia, eff de dominio Ken's 

Sangli." ‘The kings of France at thav the were no? pu 
[ 22Sofan inch uf territory upon the cuatls ot che 
aE 3/12 wl be falicient toy name John a 3h 
LAS, Joseph of kxeter, Gerald Marry, Nigel Witcher, Ges 
rs 1 should add to this lit Walter Map, ir there wer 

<2 isior not entirely deltitute of probability. Ut 


MEM ak the winan de 
Bd LCF Trilan, Bib. R 
Or co mre laventure del Saint Graal, tics CS Hey 
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oxiarel esa y; a2 
find that they:esér.compofed tn wenfd er profe ii 


other language:.On.the othes habd they who ‘tes 
to: reopmrhend theasfelves by. their: pogtry.ta-the fae 
tour of. the: grest took care to write ja: French, tRg . < 
oalby danguage which their: patrons ugderftogd;: and ae 
hence it a thet we fee 6 mamy Eeéoeb poems 
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+ eHabeat ag tpies, eles furent mites en. efertt, garders elt 
‘mere de Saliiteres, dont Mettre Gilttey Map MitreR a 
“ foniivredu ‘dalnt Graal, por tamer dat | toy Hetri fon 
< qui fill leflorie‘tralater- de] Latin- eri Romane?’ ‘The 
turé ofthe Saine "Gaal: id plalnty written ppoo avery dithrenr 
plan Grom tlic other ramances nf the Runnd ‘Table, and jediegt 
ly enough tahare come soin 40. ccrhSahith, though retiiey 
J contefs, fram a gxaver one than Walter Map may be fuppatied 
to have been, The F reach romaace from ich our romney 
called Mort d* Actbur is tranfated feems to be iudiclous: 
jumble of Le Rrut, Lancelot, Trifan, the Saint Graal, and 
other rcinances of lefs hore, which wete all, I apprehend, a1 
ginallyfepaiate works: > ~! . 

($0) Le Befiaire, by Philippe de Thaun, addreffed to Qpees 
Addlles, Ze Brub, ead ‘Le Ronan de-Rois by Wace, hive boob 
mentiofied above. Befides the ‘Roman de Rou there is anotaes 
Chronicle of Normaiody.in French veriedy Maltre Benelt, conn 
piled by order of Henry 1: raf. Hark 1719. The fame Benbit 
waé pérhaps the authot of the He de 8 Thomas, mf. Hort 
3775s though Ite. there calle iumnfetf 

Frere Bencit, le pecNeour, 
ovesilesincirsdra— ' : 
At the énd of 2 copy of ‘Le Brut; Hib Reg. 13. A xxi, there ff 
a cantinuation of the hiftory to the.death of William IL. inthe 
fanie metre, by a Gefitel Gaintar, which efeaped the obferva- 
tion of Mr afley ; and atthe end of another copy, Vitel. A. x, 
the hiftory is continued by an anonymous author to the acee& 
fion of King John. —Richard I. compofed himfelf in French $ 
a fpecimen Of his poctry, has becn publithed by Mr. Walpole; 
Cat. of Royal Auibars, v. iz; and his Chancellor, Wiltam Be 
thop of Ely, (who, as has been obferved before, was totally ig 


tif aL a 


.yine cone 
Is anclok the Dane, ara his wife Goeburgh dnuclver ta 
‘aking Athelwold, who all now, together with their bird, 
—ittaersmaniter 
Urgent semocique tones 
Noae— 
See Tran/lation af Peter of Langrfty p. 25, anid Comden's Brit. 
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enix EH, 2, 
belag toh fdehét-ib kere pi yj Makes 


aoa 








pavers te 
imitation of the molt common species of the 


‘fic writings after the conqueft, [Gram Aug. Sax. ci 
165,] but I conlefs { eannot congeive it to have beet 
‘than the reign of Henry Il, There isa pecifiarity In 
‘thor's crthogtaphy svhieh confits Th daubling the cont 
Eig: biother he Writes Brotiérr 7 after, nferr, toe 
one tits by defign, and eharges tliofe who Mall copy 1 
to be very catefil to write thofeletters twice which 
written fo, as otherwite, he affures thém, * they sian 
# the word tight.” Hickes has taken notice of this, 
but Tens atipted to explain thie shores 
and indged. vithqur a more perfeg. knowledge than 
Probably can have of the Saxon pronunciation they £ 
tally inexplicable. In the few lines which I think jt 
to awute here as a fhecimen ofthe metre, I hall vents 
Ormin’s pardan for, difegarding. his injung 
feave out the fuperfiuous letjers, and I thal alfo, for 1 
‘tafe aa.well aa that of the reader, franfcribe them In 
charadiers. ‘The firi lines of Wanley's ¢xtra from 1 
Junnus. 1. (Cat, add, mf. Septent, p, $9.) will anfwer-1 
ofe as well as any other. 
brvcber mis after thp Hates kind, 










fe Ramunkes-nad and lif fa fam Sunt AwAin fatte, 
1 hale don (wa fom thu Bad, and forded (a) te.thia wiley 
Te hafe wend intl Eglin Gesfpeltesustighe lar, 

After that litte wit that me min Drihten hafeth fencd— 

‘The reader will obferve, that in calling thefe verfesa 
{lables Feontider the wordi---binde, rrowtbe, wife, fet 
tare---as dfyllablea------The laws of metre require tt 
Malt. ferttedy nt, 

























‘ay the confonateys 
on fers or werfe, Is Subltituted for It as 
‘adeed I doubt whetherin the time of Ormi 
‘sas, in any language, ufed fingly to convey theldea of 
nt terminations. 

‘A large extraet from this poem has been printed by 
[éram. Ang. Sax. ¢. xxiv. p. 222,] but evidently frox. 

correct nf. Tt beyins thus 

fam nu elier thanne ie wes 

wintee and cea lores 

slut more thanne fe ede, 

hte to 91 more. 
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the relen of Henry IH. to the, middje.gf: the-fonre 
teenth ecntury, when we. may, fuppafe Chaucer wae. 
beginning to write, the number of Exglith rhymere 
fegms,to have. increafetl xexy much. ; Belides fevesah 
whofe names we know (54), it is probable, that.a 
great part of the anonymous authors, or rather tranf+ 
lators (55), of the popular puems which (from their 


cc oe ee a . ott . 
, (34) Robert of Gloucefter and Robert of Bruntig have been 
mentioned alréady.——To thefe may be added Richard Rolle, 
the hermit of Hampole, wha died in 1 349, Bfter-having coms 
pofed a large quantity of, Englith rhymes. See Tenner, Bib. 
Brit. art. Bgmpole.---Laurenee Minot, who has le& a.collec« 
tion of poems upon the principal events of the former parta of 
the reign of Edward II}, mf. Corton, Gabba. &. ix.---Within the 
fame pesiod flourithed the two poets who are mentioned with 
great commendations by Robert of Brunne (Afp, to Pref. te 
Peter Langt. p. xcix,] under the names of Erceldoun and of 
Kendale. We have no memarial, that I know, rcmaining of the 
latter befides this paflage ; but the former I take to-have been 
the famousThomas Leirmouth ofErceldoun, (or Erfiton, as it 
is now called, in the thire of Merch) who lived in the time of 
Edward't. and {s generally diftioguifhed by the honourable ad- 
dition of The Rhymour. Asthe learned edit: r of Ancient Scot- 
tith poems, Fdinburgh 1770, has for irrefragable reafons de« 
rived this ‘Thcmas of a prophefy in verfe which had ufually 
Pen afcribed to him, [See Atuckenzie, art. Thomas Rhymeur,J 
Tam inclined to make him fome amends, by attributing te 
him a romance of Sir ‘Triftrem, of which Robert of Brunne, x 
excellent judge ! (in the place above cited) fays, 





Over reftes it hrs th’ efleem 
Over all that ts er was, 
If men it sayd a2 mide Thomas, 
(55) See Dr. Percy’s curious Catalogue of Englith metr 
- romances, prefixed to the third volume of Reliques of Anc 
Poefy. Tam inclined to believe that we have no Engtitt 
mance prior to the age ol Cuaucer which fs not a trang: 
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‘Frefichihan; but 
Sikora ieee ' 
Serpe perenne) 
i CMe te ‘Peabées in-Preney 
E:Bib, Brit.'and Héatine'! Pret te "kod of Gloucefter, ii 
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a fabulous hittory of the Britons entitled Le Brat, 
which Wace himiclf, about the year 1155, had trant= 


eyes the name is Pace, and not /Krte, as Wanley read it. ‘The 
Saxon & is not very unlike ac. What Layamon has faid fur- 
ther, ** that this Wace was a French cleik, and prefented his 
* book to Alienor the queen orticnry,” (the Second] agrees 
penectly weil with the date of Le Brut, (in 1155, according te 
ai the copies) and with the account which Wace himfell, in 
his Rowman de Rou, has piven ofhis attachment to Henry.----- 
"Thirdly, in a fubfequent tranflation of Le Brut, which was 
made by Robert of Brunne in the beginning of the 1.4th cen- 
tury, he repeatedly names Mayer Wace as the author ‘or rar 
ther tranflatur from the Latin) of the French hiftory. See 
Hearne’s Upp. to Pref. ta Peter Langtaft, p. 93.---In oppofition 
to this flronz evidence in favour of Wace we have nothing 
inaterial except the mf. of Ze Brut quoted by Fauchet, [de /a 
Langue Francoife, \.ti,] in whieh according to his citation the 
author iacalledFi.éce. Thelater Freachwriters who havecall- 
ed him fo, l apprehend, have only followed Fauchet. Theread- 
er willjudgewhethcer it is not more probable that the writer of 
the mf. or even Fauchet himfelf, may have made a little Qipin 
thismatter,than that fomany mif. as I have quoted above, and 
the fuccefiive teftimonies of Layamon and Robert of Brunne, 
thoukd have concurred in calling the author of Le Brut Face, 
if that had not been his true name. I wiil jutt add that 
Li vie de Seint Nicholas, which is frequently quoted by Hickes, 
(Gr. A. S. p. 146, 149, et al.) was probably a work of this 
‘fame Wace, as appears frum the following pailage, [a/. Bodh, 
1G637, v.17 from the end,] 





Ci faut le livre sieftre Guace, 
Quit ad de Setnat Nicholas fait, 
D2 Latin en Romaunz efireit 

A Otperd le fiz Thiout, 

Qui Stiat Nichujas Muut amout. 





‘And [thould fufped that Le Martyre de $t. George en vers 
Aes. far Rolert Gaaca, mentioned by.M, Lebeuf as extant 
fi the s5i, Colbert. Cad, 3745, (Mem. det dcad. D. %. 


smaryetn alts 


‘have invented or imported from abroad any new 
amddes of ‘Verification by’ which the art could be at 
all advanced (56), or even to have improved thofe 
{56 Ik:was eceffary to qualify the affertion thatthe rhymers 
(of thie period ** did not invent or import rom abroad any new 
ose Soke pepeinig ng pooper erimaln Sota napa 
pallage eterred to in aé mentioned threeor four forts 
Gee dhetesr to satecamctoe cerns. 
and which appear ta have been much cultivated (ffnot intro 
@uced) by the writers who a little before iret: 
callathem Cowce,strangero,Enterlace,andBafton. Mr.Bridges, 
fn a fenfible Vetter to "Thomas Meare (pp. to Pref. 09 Peter 
‘Eamtr. p. ciil,] pointed out thefe terms as particularly need- 
ing an explanation; but Thoms chove rather to fufflis book 
with accounts ofthe nunnery at Little Gidding,ig’c.which coft 
Limoaly thelabour of tranteribing. ‘hherecan be little doubt, 
{rhink, that the rhymes called Cowce and Enterlacée were 
Acrived from the Ferjus Caudati and tnterlagueati of the Latin 
zhymers of that age. ‘Though Robert of Brun 
logue,profclies not to attempt thefeeleganciesof con 
has istermixed (everal palfages iw th 
J and almott all the latier part of 
cork fom the conguelt is written in rhyme Enteracce, 
each couplet shyiming inthe middle as well as at the end. 
{This was the macure of the /erjus lnterlayuecti, according to 
Hark, 1092. 5 
tia claudia 
ja laude 2 ' 
Teanuot prevend to define the exae form of the 
Baton, but { dare tay it received its appellation trom ¢ 
rmelite Robert Baiton, a celebrated Latiathy aver in the reins 
of Edward I. ann 11. (Soe Tamer Bill. Bit, in v. ana He 
Prof.t9 Pordum, p. 226, ct fey] Mis veries upon the battie 
of Bannockburn. in 1313, are printed in the Appendia t0 ore 
dun, p. 1570: they aiord inttances of al the whimfical com> 
Clubymmes which canwell be conceived to find. phase 
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find that they ever compored in verfe or profe in any 
other language. On the other hand they who meant 
to recommend themiclves by their poetry to the fa- 
vour of the great teck care to write in French, the 
only language which theic patrons underftood; and 
hence it is that we fee fo many French poems (50) 


*“efloient avenues, eles furent mifes en efcrit. gardees en la- 
“mere de Salibieres, dunt Meftre Galticr Map I’ftreft a faire 
** fon livredu Saint Graal, por lamor du roy Herrl fon fengnor, 
** cui fift leRorle tralater del Latin en Romanz.” The adven- 
tuic of the Saint Graal is plainiy written upon avery diticrent 
puui 4am the other remances nf the Round ‘Table, and is like= 
ly enongh tahave come dom an eccichaftick, though rather, 
I contch, from a graver one than Walier Map may be fuppofed 
to have been. ‘The French romance from which our remance 
cated Afertd’ irtbur ia tranfiated feems to be an injudicioug 
sumbie of Le Brut, Lancet, Trifan, the Saint Graal, and fome 
other remances of lefs ncte, which wete all, I apprehend, orl- 
gi inally feparate works. 

“50; Le Byyliaire, by Philippe de Thaun, addreffed to Queen 
Audecliza, fe Brut, and Le Rene de Rou by Wace, have been 

mentioned above. Befides the ‘Roman de Rou there is another 
Chronicle of Normardy in French verte by Maitre bencit, come 
piled by order of Henry Hl. mf. Wael. 1717. The tame Beneit 
was perhaps the author of the #7e «de St Thomas, mf. Har 


3775, though he there calls himfelf 


Jrere Benest, fe pecheour, 
eves les cits dra 
At the end ofa copy of Le Brur, Bibl, Rez. 13. A xxi, there fs 
. continuation ofthe hiftory to the death of Wiilivin TL in the 
simi merre, by a Gelliei Gaimar, which efezped the obferva- 
nol Mr Cufley; ard atthe end of enother copy, Mitel. A. x, 
the hittory is continued by an anosymous author to the accef- 
flon of Ring Jehn. —Richard To compofed himfelt in Frenetrs 
Lipecimen of hs poetry has been publithed by Mr Walpole, 
Cie Kev fasesv. ie; and bis Chancellcr, William Bie 
hep vo OFE or wha, as has becu obferved before, was totally i, - 


oth ty Contributed to 
“nt of it in bot] 


1 OF either or thes. 


that ther Vifions haye heen PUInted frown 
fect aime Ulat the 

It ty fece 
CSaid Pore. 


°Y¥, CGrizey, 
V. Ti, pp, 255,J wish i 


thyme, and AGE reduc! Certain 
to fay that a fey is Yering Nealy noe 
NF OF fourteen and fi 


iS Vertes Warranted for kenuine Ly 
Gt by any Mode Of nese 


wea 


- tt 
inthe fow jiges whlch i 


e a ae a 


= 
ae 
1c het alte, eile. 





sare. yas The aw of mere gar tp 
(a) r. parthed nit: 


Saban beay toward the tterend ofthe 
skury.{ Du Ferdier, Bill. p suebets1. HL} A late 


in bis hitery 





(53) Bee Dr. Perey's curious Catalogue of Engl metsteal 

+ romances, prefixed to the third wolume of Retiques ofacient 

Poely. Tam incjined to belleve that we have 0 0 

mance prior to the age of Chaucer which f not a 
2 





compofed ie England, and, =o ee Nee find 
‘thar the general currencyvaf shee Wrench language hersienga- 
ged feveral of our own countrymen torufe iit in their com- 
olilons Peter of Langit maybe fecned a dois in- 
Ihe is tid by fore to have been a Freiichrhan; but 
abies talchescheraee famous Bithop of Lincoln in the time 
OF Ficus 9 TH was va hative of Sulfolic) and ‘yet he wrote hig 
bina Wtmowrt aiid “is (Minna hes ‘eokees in Prenehiy 
PT armer"s Bib. Brit. and? HéaPre's Pref te Robs of Glowefier, 
258. ——There! fsx teanfatfon bf-Cate th French verte by 
Helisde Guincellre, 7c. Wichetery int. Harle 4388, and 2 
omaiice al in French verfe, which Hfappott to be the origl= 
nil of the Englith tpommedon EPorcs'r Cat. n.22,] by Hue de B= 
{elande, into be fovundd in mit. Catton, Peip. A. Viiew-A Frenich 
Mialoguc in verfe, mf. Rad. 3904, emtitled Lu plsinte par entre 
mis Sire Henry de-Lacy Counte de Nichole et Sive Wauter de By 
belefworth p5i la croifa ic enla terre Seints, was mokt probably 
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thirteen fyblables. nor Jefs than twelve, with « caufurs 
at the fixth. Thirdly, the o¢tofyliatle-metre, whick 
was in reajity the ancient dimeterjambiek. Fourthly, 
the ftanza of fx verfes, of. which. the rf, . fecond, 
fourth, and fifth, were in. the comphete odtofyllable 
metre, and the third and lat ceataledtick, és « walit- 
ing a fyllable, 6r even two." 6 70 2 

§ 8. In the firft of thefe ‘mettey tt docs ‘hot ap- 
pear that Chaucer ever compofed at “all, (for I’ pre- 
fume no one can imagine that he was. ¢ author of 
Gamelya) or in the fecond; and in the fourth we 
have nothing of his but the Rhyme of.Sire Thopas, 
which being intended to ridicule the velgar roman- 
cers, fcems to have been purpofely written in their 
favourite metre. In the third, or odtofyllable metre 
(60), he has left feveral compofitions, particularly an 


when it is confisfercd that the cafura at the fizth-fyflable; & 
effentia! to the alexandrine metre, was hardly ever obferved ix 
the trimeteriambick, it will feem more probable, I think, that 
the inventor of the alexandrine took for his model what has 
been called above the long iambick, but for fome reafon oF 
other retrenched a foot-or two fyllables in.the firft hemiftick. 
(60} Though I call this the o@ofyliable metre, from what F 
apprehend to have been its original form, it eften confifts of 
nine and fometimes of ten fyltabies, but the eighth is always 
the laft accented fyMable.—-The oldeft French poems, to the 
latter end of the r2thcentury, are aHin this metre ; but upon 
the invention of the alexandrine the eftofyllable verfe feems 
by degrees to have been confined to the feveral fpectes of 
lighter compofittons, in whiclt it is ftill ufed. Here in England 
Robert cf Brunne, in his Preface to his tranflation of Ze Brur, 
(-4tp. to Pref. ta Peter Langtoft, p. 109,] calls it light rime, in 
contradiftinetion to frange rime, of which he has ju enume- 
rated feveral forts, [fee n. 56,] and fays that he wrote in i¢ 
Sor lif cf the load man: and Chaucer himfelf fpeaks of it in 
nearly the fame terms in the beginning of the third book of 
The Houle of Fame; 


Ethinky that the shymes called 
derived from the Herjus Caudati andinterlagucari of the Latin 
-chymers.of shat age, ‘Though Robert of Brunne, in his Pro- 
logue, profeiles not to attempt thefe eleganciesof compotition, 
‘yet he has intermixed (everal paflagesin rhyme Couwée ; [See 
Pe 2665 27,3y 5 7 8) 9, ¢# ala] andyalmoit all the latter part of 
his work from the conquelt ig written in shyme Enterlacée, 
‘each cooplet thyming Jn the middle as well as at the end. 
[This was the nature of the serfus Interlaqueati, agcording to 
‘he following fyecimen, mf, Hark. 199%, 5 

“ Plaufae Grecoruam | fax cecis et yia‘claudi } 

Ancolaeoloru | sigo didn \pudio} 

‘Tcannot pretend to define the exa@ form of the rhyme called 
Bafion, but I dare fay it received its appellation from the Car= 
elite Robert Bafton, a celebrated Latin rhy i 
of Edward |. and 11. (See Tanner, Bibl. Bri 
Pref.to Fordun, p, 226, et fey.) His verfes upon the battle 
‘of Bannockburn, in 1313, are printed in the Appendix to For- 
dun, p. 1570; they afford inftances of all the whimfical com= 
>instions of rhymes which can well be conceived to finda hare, 
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Houfe of Famt, ‘The Dethe of the Ditheffe Blar 
anét a poem called his Dreme; nponall which i 
be fafficient here to obferve in general, that if he 
given no other proofs of his poeticat faculty 1 
alone maft have fecured to him the preeminen 
bove all his predeecefors and contemporaries in | 
of Verlification.. 

§ 9. But by far the moff confiderable part of C 
ccr's Worksis written in that kindof metre whic 
now call the Heroick (61), eitherin diftichs er ta: 








Gad of tence snd of fight 
founds as well (to my ear at leat) as 
‘Thou Gnd felence smd of ight 
according to Bir. Utry's correddion. ‘The reafon, 1 appre 
Js, that the meafure though of another fortis fll regula 
ftead of a dimeter lambick it isa dirveter trochaick ca 
tic. —But no fuch liberty can be taken in the heroick 1 
without totally deftroying its harmony, ami therefore 
the above-mentioned learned editor ays [Pref. p. 26, 
the numbers uf Chaucer * are always musical whether 
++ want a, exceed thelr complement,” I doubt his part 
for his author hae carried him too far- I have no conce 
snyfelf that an hetaick verfe, which wantsa fyllable of ts 
plement, ean be mufical or even tolerable. ‘The line whi 
Jus quoted from ‘The Raighte's Tale, Cver.3238, of this 
olin purgatory bat in bett=—— 
however you manage It, (whether you make a paufe, o 
two times tothe firft fyllable, ashe rather advites)—can 
paG for x verie of any furm, ner did Chaneer intend t 
thould ; he wrote (according to the beit mf) 
asf pargatory ttn ett 

fc heroick metre with us, as with the ftallans 
1 fiam, and confit of ten, eleven, or twele 

Jubtes, the tenth however betow in all cafes the laft acc 
Prihy ble. The Frevich have the farsemezee, bat with them 























ia 


i nok reducible to any certain 
to fag chat arte of his verfes may not 
‘ing of fourteen and fifteen fyllables, and 
Fefembling the metre wed in the Ormulum, and peel tal 
more of twelve and shirteen Syllables, which might pats far 
very tolerable alesandeines; but thea, on the other hand, 
‘there is a great nunber of his verfea (warranted for genuine by 
the beit mil.) which cannot by any mode of pronunciation be 
extended beyoud ane or te iyllables jf that ie imposible 
to imagine that his verfe was jnteuded to confitt ofany deter- 
minate number of fyllables, It sas clear that his accents, upon 
‘which the harmony of modern rythms depends, are nut dif 
poted according to any regular fyem. ‘The firlt divilion of 
verie is often trochaick, and the laftiambick, and wire cei. . 
“The only rale which he feems reaily to hve preierbed t 
imfelt is what has been: nn notice of by his firkt editer, cf + 
“to have three wordes atthe leale in every verte whiche hew 
“ ginne with fone one letter.” Crowelyy’s Prep. toedit. 4532+ 
Vehime le N 
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long iambick metre (58), confifing cf not more than 
fiftecn nor lefs-than fourteen fyilables, and broken 


(58) The moft perfcc& example of tl.ls metre has been given 
above, (n. §2,° from the Ormulum. Each verfe is compofted of 
ficteen fyllzbies, and broken by a cxefura on the cighth, which» 
always terminates a ward. ‘The accents are 0 diipofed upon 
the even fylables, particularly theeighta and ‘fourteenth, asto 
produce the true dambick cadence.----"The learned reader will 
ruc dled that the Political Verfes ‘as tucy are called, of I 'zetzes 
emi overs, who wrote when the Greek verfification was be- 
Cun or -hrrieal inftead of metrical, are chiedy of this form. 
Toe. mse, ve Policicenfes.] And itis remarkable that 
aol tae in. ofour Orn Ciullo d’Alcamo, 2a pect of Sicily, 
wero the Sack was ila living language, [Asaf Parhecg. 
Goh vid reeds we of there verfes of titeen fy labies, inter- 
yaiscd with hendecefclabies, in the only producton of his 
which has deen preferves. [Raccoita MI Aad, p. $O8— 16] 
The tet fanza is quoted by Crefcimbeni, (dor. d. FP. A. 
p- 2) who however labours very much to perfuade us that 
the vertes in quettion ought not to be conficered as verfes of 
fifteen fyllibles, but as containing each of them two verfes, 
the one of eight and the other of feven fyflables. this were 
allowed the nature of the verfe would not be altered; [Sec 
before, n. §4,) but the fuppofition is l'ghly impredabls, as 
by that diftribution there would be three verfes in cach tlanza 
not rhyming. In what foliews Crefetmbeni thewa very piainly 
that he had net adverted to the rea! nature of Ciul!o’s mea- 
ture, for he comuares it with the noted tetrametcr, Gallias 
Crfar fubecin, Nisonadcs Cefirem,w hich iy a trechaick, where- 
as thefe ver.ca of Ciulo are evidently iambicka, like thofe of 
Orn. —IT fufpect that if we could recover the genulne text of 
Robert of G'cucefier he would be tound to have written in 
thi. metre: it was uied by Warner in his Albion's England an- 
other chronicle in verfe in the latter end cf Queen Elizabeth's 
reun; and Gaiceigne avout tie fame time [irudlos cue 

ann toner Votin Fag fee U ti) fpeaks of he 
oboe” Con iting Clone verfe of twelve and another of fons 


fen and 
if" gui yl emt former ex 


log ealed endeta/llabo traneo, and the latter enc: 
Areca." provesylthink,thatthe vert of elevenijliabies 
‘was the primitive metre, and principally uted, a ft fills, 
Italy; and ft will appear hereafter, if am not mtaken, ¢h 
the greateit part of Chaucer's heroick veries, when prop 
written and pronounced, are tn this meafure—A iesti 
Ferfan, whofe favours Uhave already acknowieged ii the 
Gloliary, v. Gare, cannot acquit 

qreatelt part of Chaucer's her 

“written ainl pronounced, are verfes ofel 
fora proofat the contrary hz reters me 
Nonne's Preefte's ‘Tale, 217, 14979, aud 
and preceding. Jam Corry thae by an w 
‘ould have expored 
bedechied by a careful examainasion of the final fy 

between thirty and forty thouand Tues. 1E would Al 
Tupofe as well tary 
latin fupport oF ray Bri i be permite to wher 


‘lot Ihave careful ich pre 








zi Sterx, isk: 


hies,-f ain: avocty fcchertl-40:feppdiéchat he was the 
Sieft intrococr#iog i Ante qurikuugnage. -It.had-lonp 
been practifed in France, in the northern as well asthe 
foutherm- provinces y-andiia italy, withio-the lett Si 
years be fave Chanecrierete, it had:been 
the greateK aflidaityumdinegels, iopreience oven 
eet that ewoof Chanter jreiiprod ftom 
we ref twoo § 
the Palamon and Arcite andthe 'Troilos, were in x 
manner tranflated from thie ‘Thefeida and. the ‘Filo- 
Rrato of. Boccace. (62), Jyoth written. in the common 


majority of thezz, as ‘they are printed: endin‘e femiaine;‘and 
confequentiy, according to my hypothelia, have an eleventh 
fyllable. I obferve too that-feveral ‘more ought to bave been 
printed ssending with an ¢ ferninine, but whether the omigiak 
ofit thould be imputed to. the. defecivenes.of the mf, or ta 
the negligence of the collator I cannot be certain. See the 
concluding note of the Asay, tD’d. p. 170. 

(62y It.isfolittlc.a white-fince the world has-beet informed 
that the Palamon and Arcive of Chaucer was taken from thd 
Theteida of Boccace, that it would not have been furprifing tf 
another century. had elapfed without our: knowing. that our 
countrynren-hadalio-borrowed ‘his 'Troitus from the: Rileftratq 
of the fame.author, asthe Filoftrato is more fearce, and moc 
lets famous, even in Italy than the Thefeida.. The firt fulpi? 
<ion witch Lentertained of this theft was from reading thetitle 
of the Filottrato at jarge in Saxii Hif. Lit. Typog. Medielan. 
ad an. 1.498; and I afterwatds found in Afontfaucon’s Bibl. mf. 
t. fi. p.793, among the King of France’s mff. one with this title, 
Philetra:o, del! *amorcfe fatiche di. Troile per Gio. Boccaccio, 
[see alfo Quad.t. vi. p. 473.) I had jut employed a pesfon to 
procure mc fomeaccount of this mf. from Paris when I had the 
good fortune to meet with a printed copy in the very curious 
cotteGion ‘of the Rev. Mr. Crofts. The title is i/ Fyipfrato, che 
era Gelo innamoramento de Treylo e Grvftida 3.48 desmolte ale 

re tiheils batraglie Impreffa ncha inclita cita. de bfilano pen 


metren——But thal nat ee Aa RTE fata the general 
argument concerifingChattcer’s Verification, which will more 
‘properly be difeutfed inthe-text=\my bufinete ere was cnty 
‘tp prevent, the render from coming ‘to the: quoftion sith « 
‘preconceived opinion. (upon the anthority of the learned edi- 
torabove-mentioned? that Chaweer himale”in this pata 
of The Houfe-of Famey has put thematter out of difprre.' 
—To return agzin to the ofofyllable metre. 128 cont 


much prejudice to the harmony of the verte, 


‘ave obferred that Isthe ftlable in which Chaucer's verfes of 
thirkind generally fall. We have an Initance in the fit line of 


‘the padizge quoted above-— 
Niij 
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Houfe of Fame, The Dethe of the Duchefle Blanche, 
and a poem called his Dreme; upon all which it wilb 
be fufficient here to obferve in general, that if he had 
given no other proofs of his poeticat faculty thefe 
tone muft have fecured to him the preeminence a- 
hove all his predeceflors and contemporaries in point 
of Verfification. 
§ 9. But by far the moft confiderable part of Chau- 
cer’s Worksis written in that kind of metre which we 
now call the Hcroick (61), cither in diftichs er fanzas; 


God of fcience and of light——i— 
founds as well (to my ear at leaft) as 

Thou God of fcience 2ed of ight 
according to Bir. Urry’s correcdon. The reafon, I apprel:erdy 
is, that the meafure though of another fort is ftill regular ; in-- 
ttead of a dimeter iambick it is a dimeter trochaick catelec- 
tick.-——But no fuch liberty can be taken in the heroick metre 
without totally deRroying its harmony, and therefore when 
the above-mentioned Icarned editor fays [Pref. p. 26,] that 
the numbers of Chaucer * are always mufical, whetker they 
** want ar exceed their complement,” I doubt his partiality 
for his author has carried him too far. L have no conception 
inyfelf that an hetoick verfe, which wantsa fyllable ofits com- 
picment, ca: be mufical or even tolerable. The line which he 
has quoted from 'Vhe Knighte’s Fale, (zer.1228, of this edit.} 

PYet in purgatory bat in helte=—--== 
however you manare it, (whether you make a paufe, or give 
two times tothe firft fyllable, ashe rather advifes)— can never 
pats for a verse of any furm, ner did Chancer intend that it 
thoula ; he wrote -according to the bet mf} 














Sotcely in purgatory but in heirs 

‘6t) ‘Whe beroick metre with us, as with the Italians, is cf 
the ial form, and confils cf ten, eleven, or twelve, fv!- 
Nities, the terth however beier in all cafes the lalt accented 
Wale Lhe Preach have che ame metre, WL with them wean 


perlyiplaeed I 
et of t 


that we fhould detetmiae jallly upon the exadincts 
of his: metres, than that we thould be able to caf up 
Fightly am account fluted!in coins of a former age of 
whofe current rates and denominations we are total- 
ignorant. 
Let us confider 3 moment how a fenG) ! 
silchsinthe Augullan agewould have proceed 









fg) Mont. 1otveque de ba Ravaliere, in bis difeourte ve 
Dnciemnere des Chanfms Brancoiges, preted 0 the Bocce dt 
fai de Naar, bas the fame obfervation with reipe:t 20 thc 
sid French poets, * Leur Boktieg" fays hey p. 227, f wsaryue 
*combien il respedint cette regh:[ufexatt rhyming.) nila 

ur en juger aujourahui, anf gue den myiireste leurs 
“Zorn i} fant prononcer Ica mots connme ev. ie is 
tindicaving the ancient French bards trom an uojult ar 
trae centure of Boileau inhi Arf. Poet. Chante i 5 fo that if 
fhoud fem a great poet isnot of cour 2judieious antiqusty 
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called upon to examine a work af Emnius (65.). When 
he found that a great proportion of the verfes were 
ftrictly conformable to the ordinary rules of -rivetre, 
he would probably not fcruple to concludethat fae 
a:conformits. mutt hase beéext .phoduced: by..ast- and 
defign, and not ‘by mere-ehance: On the other hand; 
when he found that in fome.verfes the nhnber of 
feet, to. appearance; was cither deficient or redust 
dant, that in others.the feet-were- f ply: comy 
pofed'of' too: few or.too many fyliabies, of fy 
labled in’ the place of leas or of long: in He phere! 
fhort, ‘he would not, I think, immediately.con@e 

the old bard as having all'at once forgotten’ the fon. 
damental principles-of his-art, or as. having 

oc negligently. deviated from them; he would 

I prefune, inquire. whether: ali th 

were.in the genuine text of his amther, or oly the 
miftakes-of copyifts; he; woukl inquire further, by 
comparing the genuinetext with other conte 

writings and monuments whether many thi eacatteh 
appeared irregular were not in truth fuficiently Te- 
gular, either juftified by the conftant praétice or ex 


(65). Though Ennivsg died not an hundred and fifty years he: 
fore what may be called the age of Auguttus, his language and 
verfification are fo different -from thofe of Ovid (for inffance) 
that I much queftion whether his poems were better relithed, 
or even underitood, by the vulgar Romane in that age than 
the Works of Chaucer are now by the generality of readers. 
However a great many of his verfes are as finvothly turned as 
thofe of Ovid himfelt, and it is well known that Virgil has oot 
scrupled to incorporate feveral of them into his divine Zneld. 
At the fame time whoever cafts an cye over the Fragments o. 
his Annaljs, as collected by Columna, Heficlius, and others, wil 
find frequent examples of all the fceming irregularities alludec 

fa in the text. 


2 


 palerane. At may be not improper here to obferys 
further that. a thied poets, whicitis mentioned in the Decas 
‘meron in the fame. manner with, the Thefeida and the Pilar 
ficsto, waval(o probably one of Bocesce’s own compoiitions. 
Tn the conclution of tl third day injs faid, that* Divneo et 
“+a Flammetta cominciarono.s contare di Ager Guiglielna 
et dels amar del vergiu"' There is an old French romance 
upon this fubjedt, as Tapprchend, in:mf, Badl. 2386 ; it is eny 
titled Le Romane dela Chafelaine du Very, and begins thus; 





‘The ftory is the fame in the main with that of the roth novel 
in the Heptatneron of the Queen of Navarre, from whielt Gaye 
pole the more modern Hifoire de la Comt:fJ: du Vergh,¥ase 








for withowt ‘thot hnatictedtinese more probable 
thet, we fhould determine jaltly wpon therexaéinets 
of his anectres, thin that we fhould be able ts caftup 
rightly: an decouut fluted! in coins of a former age of 
whofe current rates and denomiastions we are total 
Jy:ignorant. . 

§ 11. Let us confider 3 moment how a fentibl 
critiek in thé Avguitan agewould have proceeded ii 


(64). Keont. L*veque deka Ravaltere, in his ditcousfe de 
Danciemeré des chanfons Franciifer, ptefixed to the Potfes dit 
‘Rei de Navarre, Was the fame obfervation with refpedt t0 the 
‘eld French poets, *Leus Podfie,” fays he, p. 227, * marqué 
© combien ils refpedwint eette réghe [of exaé rhyming, mais 
“ pour en jugeraujourdhul, ain que de la mefure de leurd 
«Vers, i fant prononcet les mots comme eux.”- He ts 
vindicating the ancient French bards from an uojuft and ig- 
moran centure of Boileau inhie Art. Poet. Chant. i. {0 that it 
should feom a great poet is not of courte 2 judicious antiguexy 
Secabore, n. 4 2 centure of Chaucer's verte by out Dyker , 

who isas certainly a great poets 
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He cada probably det dee sedinary rules bfdsseraj 
He: would rhein arate rte 


2 ihhes titel -phedisedd:bj:asb- and 
defign, and not ‘by: méie-ehaace: On the phand; | 
eerie found. ‘ler Gipwid tvertts: thib. 3 of 
Feet te was: eithes x Seatigr 
ithe: feck 
pict aftntcrimts ony Gln en 
se 

fhort; ‘he wonkd nat: t scamodlatelyrodebeesn 

ofd: bard so tactieallat ones forgeated the toon 
damental principhesof hinatt, or.aé having 
05 athy:Kieviatied frata them ;‘ he weild: 
} prefiune, ‘ingquice: shethe: alt thefe 


appeared: 
gular, rete lied | by the conftant pratieew ey. 
gonad sesvqem gop po 
“them Saeki nt waned td ir jeri 
fore what may be called the age of Auguftus, his language 
veritheation ard fp diferent -from thote of Ovid (fag 


she Works of Chaucer are now dy the generality of readers. 
However.a great many of his vesfca are as fmuotMy turned as 
thofe of Quid himfelt, and it is well known that Virgil has noe 
S&erupled_to inconporate feveral of them into his divine Eneid. 
At the fame time whoever cafis an cye over the Fragments of 
his Annajs, as collected by Columna, Heficliue, and others, wilh 
find eave examples of all the feeming irregularitics alluded 
ta text. 


2 


i2 rehaartie-e es not ignorant OF 
sof metre. Upon | eg 
fible'sot 10 couentee yption that'he in- 
ws 


bake on ferve the fame laws in the many other 
‘fem 3 and if this was 
wally tal et ialy ga fap be affigned fut, 
account for his Jean 6 fail aed fo grofsly and 
a8 i8 generally fappofed, in an operation 
which every balladmonger SAPNA ‘woman, 
‘orchild is kaows to perform with the moft uncrring 
Sodisata sod wichanttany oxtracrdioary fatigue? 
§ 23. The offences againft metre in an ith 
verfe, as has partly been obferved befo 
either from a fuperfuity or deficiency of fyllables, or 
from the accents being improperly place 
§ 14. With refpeét to the firtt fpecies 
rity, [have not taken notice of any feperfisitits in 
Chaveer’s verfes but what may be a to juft 
Volume I, 
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- al. changes of pnognecietion ave: oGully mide dy Snail, 
degseess atid. therdfode when we find that.n grees 
nuspber of thule wonds which in: Chanéestatime sinded. 
in ¢ originally ended-in.c, we mneivteafonably neefed 
that our ancestors fit ft: pasled from the breadesfened 
of a to the.thinner found of r.Serginine;: aud nok alt 
once froma to « mute. Befides, it the find qin feck 
words was not. pranouaceil, rhy-was ipeddec Ahad 
the, time that: it has confefleddy coated tx 
pannecd it has been gradually omitted oY ea hoahens eon rr) 
cept. where it may be. Mippefed cf nieta lengthom ott 
foften (70}.the preeeding. fy Hable, .as: 
nama, Te But according to theancientesthageaphy i 
terminates many wordsef Saxan alkane aban iret 
not. have.been added for any Such parpefk, as 
childe, olde, wilde, &'c. In thefe therefore we m 
fuppofe that it was Pronounced as ane feminine, am 
made part of a fecond fyllablé, and, fo, by a pag 
of reafon, in all others in which, as in thefe, it ape 
pears to have been fubftituted for the. Saxon. a. 

Upan, the fame grounds wo may prefume that.is 
words-terminated according to.the::Saxon form in 
en, fuch as the infinitive medes-and- plural numberg 
of verbs; and a great variety of adverbs and prepot 
fitions, the » only was at firft thrown away, and thé 


(70) In moft of the words in which the fiaal¢ has been omitted 
its ufe in lengthenirg or foftenirg the precediag-fyilable hag 
been fupptied by an alteration in the orthograpliy of that fyls 
lable ; thus in--grete, mere, ficle, reds, dere--in which the firk 4 
was orginially long as clofing a fyllabic, ithas (fiance they have 
been pronounced as monofyilables; been changed. either lata 
€a, as in——great, meat, fieal, read, dear; of into: ce, as in-~ 
ercet, net, cel, reed, deer. In like manner the oin--Bote, foleg 

core, gode, mone, has been changed either into oa, ae im---doat; 
Jid/s of into 72, as Ine--door, geod, moons. 





wos reperiturillods promifeut vel contituere vel rom 
ugne novam fyllabam, prout ratio oxrmiais pottulave- 
wthat, accordingto thisjwdiciousweriter, (whokascon- 
weschedmuchdezperintotiie(ormation of vocalfounds 
al, and the pronunciation of the Englith language in. 
+, than any of our other gramamarians} I might have 
as certaif the point which I. thave been labouring in 
iby. arguiments drawn from teaton and analogy? to 
robable. —There is much more to this purpote 
¢..cit. whieh I thould tranlorive, if1 did not 
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al] changes of pronunciatioware ufwally made by fall 
desrecs; and thercfove whun we find that a great 
number of thefe words which in. Chaucer’s time endcd 
in ¢ originally ended in a, we may reafonably prefumed 
that our anceftors firft pafled fra the broader found 
of 2 to the thinner found of ¢ feminine, and not at 
cuce from a to e mute. Belides, if the final ¢ in fuck 
words was not pronouaced why was it added? From 
the time that it has confefledly ceafed to. be pro- 
nounced it has been gradually omitted in. them, ex- 
cept where it may be fuppated cf ute to lengthen or 
foften (70) the preceding fyliable, as in——bepe, 
same, (Jc. Butaccording tu theancient arthography it, 
terminates many words of Saxon original where it cans 
not have been added for any fuch purpofe, as berte, 
childe, olde, wilde, ec. In thefe therefore we muft 
fuppofe that it was Pronounccd as anc feminine, and 
made part of a fecond fyUable, and fo, Ly a panty. 
of reason, in all others in which, as in thefe, it ape 
pears to have been fubitituted for the.Sayon c. 
Upon, the fame grounds we may prefiume that in 
words terminated according to the Saxon form in 
ea, fach as the infinitive modes end plural numbers 
of verbs; and a great variety of adverbs and prepo=- 
fitions, the » only was at firft thrown away, and the 


(70) In moft of the words in which the final ¢ has been omitted 
its ufe in lengthening cr foftenirg the preceding fyilable has 
been fupplied by an alteratioa in the corthagraphy of that fyl- 
lable ; thus in--grete, mete, cle, re:i*, dere--in which the firfl ¢ 
was orginially long as cloting a fyabic, ithas (ficce they have 
been pronounced as moncfyilables: been changed either tata 
€2, as in—grrat, meat, feu, read, dear; ot into ce, as in— 

Luc, tth, Attl, rted, deer. In Vhe manner the 6 in--(sie. foley 
“a 1,828, nen, has been changes either into 00, a Wee -Go.r, 
SAWS OF ita 22, as ine--dear, geod, Mem. 





‘trie. Sathat, accordingto thie) udiciouseriten,(whobascan- 
{olfadly fearchedsmuch deeperintothe formation of vocal sounds 
{in generaly.and the pranunclation of the Ehglids Faoguage ia 
particulary than any af our otheourarginariqus)tmight have 
efumed)as.certaitt the pointwhich.t.have been labouring in 
‘the text, (by. arguments idrawa ftomnsteafom end analogy) tr 
ender, probable ——There is muelvmare tarthis purpoe ia 
Wallisy.losjcits which I foould.tranforibe, 1 did not fuppose 
‘that histbook isin the hands eleveryionerthosiikely: <0 be 
‘gurigusupon this fabje. L wil only.take notice of one pafy 
age whichmiay be wreiledhto his ifadvantage. Eram confider+ 
ing the gradual cxtindion of the ¢ feminine in out languages 
and obferving that the Breoch, with whomihe converted, very 
‘iten Suppreied it in thei common fpeech, he has been led to 
‘prediét. thatthe pronunciation of it would perbaps feortly be 
ifuled among then asamang onrfelves. ‘Phe prediction bas 
‘certafaly failed. but notwithttanding Uwill venture to Tay tOnt 
af che.tieo.wlien Js was mare it was nok UNWORL) OF NN 
Sagacity. Unluckily for ws facets a number of emivent WH 
fer happened ar tha? very time to be growing, Wy WETICE 
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the fame in the middle, whenever it gute € incre 
monious fiqw-to‘hit'metre; and therefére ‘in ‘vs 
inftead ‘of eértyd}:I fuppofe he s ptonoanéed ‘eerie 
ver 1, inftead ‘of ndtire, natire 5 ity ver: 235 in 
of auéatere, eventirey in ver, 46, inftedad’ of bt 
benckry, (or. 

It may be proper however to obfervé chat w 
not to expett from Chaucer that re th 
pofition of hisaccents which the prattict of dar ¢ 
eft poets in the laftwnd the prefent century hasta 
us to confider.a¥.cffential to harmonious (73) ve 
cation: none-of his matters, cither Freitch or It: 
had fet him a pattern of exadinefs (74) in this ref 
anditis rather fiirprifing that, without rule or exa 
to guide him, he has fo feldom failed to place h 
cents in fuch a manser as to produce the cadence 
fuited to the nature of his verfe. 


rc 3) It is agteed, I believe, that in our heroick metre 
verfes (confidered fingly) are the moft harmonious in ' 
the accents fall upon the even fyllables; but ithas neves 
I know) been defined how far a verfe may vary from tl 
moft perfea form and yet remain a verfe. On the ren 
rhyming) fyllable a firong accent is in all cafes indifpes 
required, and in order to make the line tolerably harmo 
it (eems neceflary that at leaft two more of the even fy] 
fhould be accented,. the faurth being (almott always) o 
them. Milton, however, has not fubjected his verfe ev 
thefe rules; particularly (either by negligence or defig 

- has frequently put an unaccented fyllable in the fourth | 
See P. L. b. ili. 36, 586, b. v. 413, 750, 874. 

(74) it has been fuggefted above that Chaucer probab 
pied his hcroick metre from Boccace ; but neither Boccac 
any of the older Italian poets are exad@ in the difpofiti 
their accents. Though their hendecafvilable metre is ail 
by the beft criticks to be derived from the trimeter iar 

Gelalectick, the perfeQion of it has never been determined 


that of our hervick metre) to confit in the conformity 


guages may have led each 0 preter 
ferent oFeoining s fame’ kind of verle. é 

1 4. Want, Sav. Hpacane, Isla leldor ued asa difylable 
by ehalecr, hao ae ihe 1 Bd pth doubt about he 
Doe reading ofthe ines t ww believe that it ia right 26 here 
printedy and that the fame word is t be pronounced as a dif 
syliabie in ver. 703. in 

‘But with tneferelftes odanne til te fond~ 
‘Sbanne, aword of the fame form, octurs more frequently 
as a diffyllable. Sce ver. 12260, 12506, 12721, 13924, 15282 
—2. Shoures, dif. plural number. See above, p. 94.—3. Sore. 
See ver. Ve 

1. Perced, dif, participle of the paft time. See above, p. 
159—2. Rote, Foot. 

IML. 1, Bathed, dif. Sec Il, 1.—2. Seviche, fuch, from frvilke, 
Sax.—3. licofr, Fr. has the accent upon the lat fy\iable, ahex 
the French mode. 

Wb ferlét Hr, may be accented in the fame WANK 








ichouili PSSAT A 
"Vi Whan Ziphinis tke! with his) 







I And) ote frre 
XX. Phat; rz er 
P&L paar erat ‘Notirea in Br a 


“There is ahiothér way Of preterving the ha 
‘by making whiche {tiem while, vari sry 
1014, 3021, $498, 6537. /2rtue may then be 
it ta now, with the accent it the firlt, the fecond 
incorporated with the fit uf engendredy ‘ 
V. 1, Sate, froote, fuvit, tweet, dif, See ver. 3219) 








vp 3765, 3750. 
iypired; Et. Past. of palt time, 
Cropper di a4 ioures. 1. 2a Teed 








‘See ver. 213, 665, 1013, 33334 73+ Ite wled ag a diab) 

‘That wis god bifoe 101i wie til are yanzé gage. 
‘Stronge and linge are pronounced in the faime maine. 
2375; 2640, 6, 3069, 4448, 682. 

‘Vint. 1: Hale or bafve, UC. The original word te Baie, 
Selve, rom felfen, ls a difyllable, ver. 3862, 45 35.—2.278 
Tun, part. ofthe paft time, with the’ Saxon. prepofitive } 
ticle ge, which tn, the mfl. of Chaucer ls univertally expe 
byy or. tn thi for the fake of perfpeeutty, y 68 


ued: 

TX. 1, Smale dif, 8e¢ ver. 145, 2078 6897, 10207.— 
2. Foules, dt. anBoures. 1. 2-—3. Makes, make, plural wut 
of the prefent tenfe, Sce above, p- 119. 

XL 1. Slepen, as maken, 1%, 3—dy Alle; dif, See ver 
348, 536, 1854, 2102, 

XI. 1, Hem, them. It isconRantly wled fo by Chaucer. a. 
ture thould perhaps be accented on thé laft fyllable (a 
ther the lalt but one, fuppufing ita trifylable) after the Fr 
‘manner, though in the prefent cafe the verfe will be fudicl 
harmonious if it be accented on the fir, ‘That Chauce 


I 

















to figniy 
pronaun /be ur the polfetfive: ofthe fame proaor 
fiigesy Pris to be aceented on the penultins. See befirey j- 
165, and aifo vers 1947, 3415. ‘To the other initances quoted 
inp. 165 adsl drodnniter, Vers 24495 4556.5 br Oeste, 3375. fo= 
Hige wer. 3806, lise, Ver~ 4370, $419.3 fercside, ver. 1948, 
BYSS. 5 egies wees $H31. 5 Dardec, ver. 5533. 

‘ACU. ks Lede mo maker, IK. 30---2. Gar, infinitive mode of 
9, terminated in-n, according to the Saxon form. See above, 

119. 
PGI. palmer die the ¢ of the termination being cut 
‘oat by fyneope, as it generally is in plural nouns of three 
ables, accented upoirthe fr, and in the palttenfes and the 
‘participles of verbs, of thefame defcription, ending in cd. ‘The 
Feafon feems to be, that wllte the accert paved fo carte we 
<candot pronounce tie final fy lables fully wish 
firefs upon them than they can properly i's 
don, XI. 2.---3, Strange, dit. Fr. See bk. 

XIV. 1, Serve dif from fern, the m being Thrwawn away 
Ddeforeb. Seeabove, p. 11gand 162, 
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XV. And fpccially from évery_/eires  énde 
XVI. Of Eugleléad x te Ganterbiry.they ewinds 2, 
XW4L: The holy blidfal martyr fér to ke. 7} ,- 
XVI. Nise hem hath biipen @ whan that théy wes 
3: veo 


cThe SexdH fh banged Intoso, ax hijorwoe, marwee, and tomes 
others, thefugh it gehersily palfes into y. Thederivatives Sian 
this firhe word afordusinftances of beth Formny Aaiyite/s; daly 
day, aft balletbntay—3.. Couthd, known, the participle of tite 
paft time froin tennen, to know. Beebelore, ms ager ci 
RV: 1. Shires, AU. genitive cae fig: See before, ‘pi. 859°!" 
" Wi. 1. Ragtilond, trity\latile; from the Sakon 


iL 3'; Pie laft foot contilis of three-fyllables 3 640 id? 
+ tomato Clint J terbdr f yehey wlete 0 usr 
See- above, n. 65: hn? "7 nxt 


Vil. Bin, them. Gee XI. Be: 2 hen, the pecticipla et 
the pat tfinse Mest the irregular verb bilp.: See beforesm: ‘Yagi 
- 3. Seke, fick, As Chaucer ufeatly writes this ward Als, we 
may fuppote that In this ielftatice he-had alteted thé orthograe 
phy in erdér to make the rhyme orore exa@, a Hbetty whh 
which lie fometizhes indulges hinffelf, though much mero §ra- 
fingly than his contempotarg poets. The Sazon writers ‘afibrd 
authorities to faftify cither micthod of fpelling, as they ufe both 
Seoca and 8:0ca.——-] have hitherto:comdered thefs veries 
as confitthag of ten fyllables only y but it ld inmpofible ‘not to Gb- 
ferve that, .arcosding to the riles of pronunciation eftablithed 
above, all of them, except the third and fourth, confit really 
of eleven (yttabies,.'This ia cvident at firtt fight la ver. 19,14, 
15,16, atkt might he thewn as clearly by authority or analo- 
gy in the others; but as the eevenrb (yllable, in our Vesfifica- 
tion, being unaceented, may always, I apprehend, be abfont 
or prefent without prejudice to the metre, there does not feem 
to be any neceflity f fur + polating it out in every particular ine 
ftance. 


- 


‘pat 
fofigniy Ler, whether i be the oblique cafe of the perfonal 
proven /he ur the poffetive-of the fame pronoun. —¥. Cs~ 
iges, Br. is to be accented on the penultins. See befute, j. 
65, and fo ver, 194742215. ‘Tothe other jnitances quote 
inp. 165 ad acsaatier, ver. 2449, 4556 5 brooses, 43954 f=° 
rige,wer. 3166. lindg2, VEr- 4279, 5419.5 RIAL, VEE. 94S, 
4788.5 cofldne ver. SH3t. 5 partes, vers $83 
KIL 4. Longen,as madken, IX. 3.---2, Gun, infinitive move 0! 
1, terminated in m, accordiag to the Saxon form. See abuvey 
Bitty. 
KILL. 1. almercs, di. the ¢ of the termination be 
‘oat by fyneope, as i¢ generally is in plural nowy 
latles, accented up the firlt, and in Use palt cent 
parciples of verbs, of thefame deferiptiey 
reafon feems to be, that wlicte theaccest 1541 
<anaot pronyunce tie final (Valles fully Wwishot layin 
frefe upon them than they can properly 
Bon, MAL. 2.003. Serangey aif Fr. See bcfure, p. 16t 
XIV, 1. Ser2 dite trom ferven, the slag tas 
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intl wand the Shiner rater PO 





was The Canteriury'Vales area work of the fame 
batare with The Decameron, and were in all proba 
bility compofed in imitation of I though vpon a dif= 


Dante: Aligbiert rit ‘ceebret MéMfer Cinn da Tiftotia <eeet\ 
Arie Meappears (ram a pala in the Laberhipn @Ptmare Fest. 
172% ti itl page dq] that Baccace ‘confidered hitrfelfas an 
Seesidaies Poahetrseaivetes taal bers ied estive 
‘the plication of the firtt parr of the Decameron may very 
‘welt have heen, ae Salviali has fed it, (V. Mani D2, det D. 
eam. 143.0 in 135. Boceace’ wae jutt forty yeara vf 
‘Agee Tf we eunfider the nature oPthe work, and that the au- 
‘hor in bis eorichuton ealts ie repeatedly Ling. f itis, ated Says 
‘that molto: temps Ind pried bet week the coemmencewient and 
<ciinpletion af it, we can hardly. Ehlnk, Uist aes 
Buitned in lef than ten yenrs, which ‘il bring the putea 
of the entite cc¥cdluz bt novels as WE HOW Mave IL, GOR > 
1358, 





Py 
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fueron? and Gn my opisicag an improved plau. It 
would be eafy to fhew that in the feveral peints a- 
hove-mentioned Chauccr has cither been more judi- 
cious o¢ mor: fortunate than his mafter Boccace; but 
(waving for the prefent (2) that difquifition. U fhall 
prececd to the immediate obj: &t of this Ditcourte, 
which is, in the firfl place, to iay Lefure the reader 
the eneral plan of ‘he Canterbury ‘Teles, as it ap- 
pears to have been originally defigned by Chaucer, 
and, fecondly, to give a particular review of the fe- 
verat parts of that Wark which ae come down to 
ns as they are publifhed in this edition. 

3. the general plan of ‘fhe Canterbury ‘Fales 
may he learn dina grcat meafure tom the Prologue 
Whiein Chaucer himtcif hes prefixed to them. He fips 


(2° Twill onty juft mention what appear to mic to he fundae 
mental defects in‘The Recaiaeron. In the tirfi place, the zie 
is indefinite, not limited by ilsown nature, but mercly by the 
willotthe author. it might, ifhe had been fo pleated, have as 
well comprehended twenty ora hunered days asten, and 
therefore though fome frivolous reaions are affigned for the 
return of the company to Tlorence,we tee too plainly that the 
trucrcafon was thatthe budget of novels was evhaiited ; notte 
mention that every day after the fir may properly be cone 
dered as containing a new action, ur, what is worfe, a repeti- 
tian of the adionof the former day. ‘Fhe second ceicct fa the 
chor iers, which are fo nesrly rerembling to each other isa 
are, rank, and even naturel di-petitton, that ifthey gad been 
tretly fu perted their convertion nuit have beenincapable 
e'thae variety which ia nece-tary to carr the reader throu, h 
fe Jone a work. ‘The thire cgieet fas orien rom the author's 
pitamipt to remedy the cena. In order to diverlify and en- 
heen his narrations be has made 2 creieofvirtuons lida. and 
. We geaticinen Rear and celete in thew turas a number Gt 
fee es uhich canner wita ety decree of probadjlity be faz): 
ad 


“des Mave Leen futered in feck an afar, 





ures: 
ent aeab ircoeinencl ly adapted 
508 their sina were intended 
coancéted. together by. fiitable introduétions, 
ith divert tingpiledes ad that the 
greateft part of them was to havesbeen executed in 
wed bal hans tolerable ides of theestent and 
i wadertaking; and admiring, as 
awe mutt, the of tliat getsius which inan advan- 
= age'(3)/could begin fo vaft a work, we (hall rather 
4) CHiaucet,was,born in 4328, and itis moft probable, I 
iin, ‘that hg did not eat ternary Ree before 1382 
‘at Use parlicit. My reafon is this. ‘The queen,who is mentioned 
A The Legende nf Good Women, v. 496, was certainly Aune 
‘Bohemia, the fir queea of Rich. 11.; the was not married 
‘fo Richard till the beginning sf_1382, fa that The,Legende 
tot poly ve appoed of anette than Hat ye 
le (eer. 322: “417 —430,) Chas 
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the feven-2nd-twentieth of April, was the dayonu 
the company 2k mbled at The Tabard. In what 
this hap>x ned Chaucer has rot thought fit to int 
us (6): ether he did not think it neceffary to fix 


<6 In is clear that whether the piigtimage were re 
iccagimesy Chencer as a poct had a right to fuppole 
have Bappeaed at the time which be thought beft; he 
only to take care, when the time was once fixed, that a: 
cusniances were admitted into his poem which might. 
cr be inconitfert with the date of it. When no particular 
ts aligned to a fable of thy fort we muft naturally 
the date of the fable colacides with that of the compofition 
accordingty if we examine The Cant. Tales, we thali not 
any Circumiances which do not pericGly fuk with that p 
which has been fated in a former note (No 3,) as the pro! 
time of Chaucer's beginning to compofe them. The late 
ftorical G& mentioned in them is the infurreGion of J 
Straw [ter. 15400,) which happened in 1 381, and the ea 
in which any perfon of the drama is concerned ie the fie 
Algeziz, [<vr. 56, 57,] which began in Auguft 1342, 
ended with the taking of the city in March 1344: (Alar; 
i. xvi. c.10,11,) the Knight therefore might very well be 
puted to have been at that fiege, and alfo upon a pilgrir 
to Canterbury in 1383, or thereabouts.----They who ar 
pofed to believe the pilgrimage to have been real, and to 
happened in 1383, may fupport their opinion by the follo' 
infcription, which is ftill to be read upon the inn now c. 
The ‘Talbot in Southwark ; ** This is the inn where Sir Je 
** Chaucer and the twenty-nine Pilgrims lodged in their | 
‘* ney to Canterbury, aano 1383.” Though the prefen 
fcription ts evidently of a very recent date, we might fu; 
it to have been propagated to us by a fucceffion of fai 
tranferipts from the very time, but unluckily there i: 
good reafon to be affured that the firft infcription of this 
was not earlier'than the laft century. Mr. Speght, whoap, 
to have been inquifitive concerning this inn in 1597, ha: 
us this account of it in his Gloflary, v. Tabard; “A jaqu 


.” develefie coate, worne in times paft by noblemen i 


anPicuenty diy OE ADR 
mrRes tg Canterhiny 
etbat the preceding day, 
vith the mf. but i 
mmacete 


" {a) fix this particitat the ditions ay 
een eo 

edt that ft cannot be cited with atiy fare 

cornedli ibe authorized invome mea- 

fare by : ‘iis Gohtinuation of The Canter 

ury ‘Fales in tI diel) i 


‘ha rit spat te Ran 
< _Middieaf Apriliyand raweshe Bulb cme, 
But.the truth is rust Ban John wrace tor the mod partina 
feeat hurry, and confequeatty without much accuracy. In 
he account which he proceeileto give of Chaucer's Tales he 
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eer himfclf i: incheded in that number; they n 
therefore, according to that pafliige, be ebirty ; t 
we reckon the feverat characters as they. are em 
rated in the Prologue we fhail Gnd them ese-aadsti 
y.a Knight, 2. a Squier, 3. a Yeman, 4. a Prio 
5. another Nonne; 6, 7, 8. thiret Precftes, 9. a M 
YO. a Frere, 1¥. a Marchant, 12. a-Cletk of O 
forde, 13. a Sergeant of the Lawe,.14. a Franke 
Ys. an Haberdafher, 16. a Carpenter, 17. a We 
18.a Deyer, Ip. a Tapifcr, 20. a Coke, 21. a Ships 
22. 2 Doétour of Phyfike, 23.3 Wif of Bathe, 1 
Perfone, 25. 2 Plowman, 26. a Reve, 27. d ME 
28. a Sompnour, 29.. a Pardoner, 30. a Mane 
at.Chaucer himtelf. It muif be obferved however 
in this liit there is one, very fufpicious artide, whi 
that of the three Preefles. As it appears evident 
have been the defign pf Ghaucer to compofe his « 
pany of tdividuals df difftrent ranks, in orde 
produce a greater vatiety of difia&t characters 
can Hardly conceive that he would, in this -fingle 
ftance, introwduce tdrce of the fame profeffion y 
out any difcriminating circum ftances whatever; 
in faét when the Nonune’s Preeft is called upon te 
his ‘Vale, (ver. 1ql14,) he is accofted by the Ho 
a manner which will not permit us to fuppofe 
two others uf the’ fame denomination were pre! 
‘this maft be allowed to be a ftrong obje€tion tc 
genuinenefs of that article of the tdvce Preeftes: 
it is not the only one. All the other charaéten 
particularly deferived, and moft of them very n 
at large, whereas the whole that is faid of the | 
Neaaz and the three Pre fies is contained in thefe 
lines (ver, 163, 4,) at the end cf the Prioreffe’s ch: 
ter; 
Another Nonne alfo with hire had the, 
‘That was hire chapelein, and Preettes three, 


ay. 

ch deeated, itis now by mafterJ.Prefton, withthe Abbot's 
‘eho theretoadjoyned, newly repatred,and with convenient 
‘“roomes much encreafed for the receipt of many puelts."— 
Ifany infcription of this kind had then been there he would 
hardly have omitted to mention it, and therefore | am pet= 
fussed It has been put up fince bis time, and molt probably 
when thefignwaschanged from The Tabard to'The Talbot, in 
order to preferve the ancient glory of the houfe notwithttand= 
ing itd new title. Whoever firsited the date moft be allowed 
fo have at leaf invented plaufibly.--While fam upon the fube 
GF els Fameme Hottelty Lwilljuit add, thatit was probably 
parcel of two tenements which appear to have been conveyed 
by William de Ludegarfale to the Abbot, €'. iz Hy.ki sex 
Winton, in 1306, and which are deferibed (in a former con~ 
veyance there recited) to extend in length, * a communi fo 
“fato de Southwerke verfus Orientem, uique Regiam viam 
* de Sowthwerke verfus Occidentem.” Regn: 
+ mf. Har. 1761, fol. 166---173. If we thou ever be { hap= 
ay as to recover the account-books of the Abbey of Hy 
nay poifibly learn what rent Harry Baily paid fot Wisin, 3 
sauy other important particulars, 
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cer hincfclt is inciuded in that numbers they might 
therefore, according to that paflage, be sbirty ; but it 
we reckon the feverat characters as they are cnumne- 
rated in the Pralozue we fhail find them one-and-thirty; 
a.a Knight, 2. a Squier, 3. a Yeman, 4. a Priorefle, 
5. another Nonne, 6, 7,8. three Preeftes, 9.a Monk, 
Yo. a Frere, 11. a Marchant, rz. a Clerk of Oxen- 
fordc, 13. a Sergeant of the Lawe, 14. a Frankelein, 
15. an Haberdather, 16. a Carpenter, 17. a Webhe, 
18.a Deyer, Iy.a’Tanifer, 20. a Coke, 21. aShipman, 
22. 2 Doétour of Phyfike, 23. a Wif of Bathe, 24. 4 
Peviore, 25. a Plowman, 26. a Reve, 27. a Miller, 
28. a Sompnour, 2g. a Pardoner, 30. a Manciple, 
at.Chaucerhimielf. I¢ muit be obferved however that 
inthis liit there is one very fufpicicus article, which is 
that of the three Preefies. As it appears evidently to 
have been the defign of Chaucer to compofe his come 
pany of individuals of different ranks, in order to 
produce a greater variety of diftiaét characters, we 
ean hardly conceive that he would, in this fingle ine 
ftance, introttuce firce of the fame profeffion with- 
out any difcriminating ciscumftances whatever; and 
in faét when the Nonue’s Precit is called upon to tell 
his ‘ale, (ver. 14014,) he is accofted by the Hoft ig 
a manner which will not permit us to fuppofe that 
two others of the fame denomination were prefent. 
‘Nhis naft be allowed to be a {trong obje€tion to the 
ecnuincenefs of Uhat article of the three Preeftes; but 
iv is not the only one. All the other charaters are 
pertilarly deferiued, and moft of them very much 
atdarge, Whereas the whole that is fuid of the other 
Meow and the three Pre fies is contained in thefe twa 
Maes 110.063, 4,) at the end cf the Prioreffe’s charac« 
ter; 
Another Nonne alfo with hire had the, 
J hat was hie chapellcin, and Preeites three. 
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invent eae 

| te cate tony ofa chaotan ol abet 
i as 

| Sad'to hear eoafeffion, neither-of which offices could 

be performed by a moane or by any wo- 


Mets fms ehccatore) ‘that we have fafficient 
‘ground to rejott thefe two Hines, or.at leaft the fecond, 
‘as.am interpolation (3,) by which means we hall get 


MOL toed that fome abibefles did at ane time attempt to. 
-confedions of their nuns, and to exercite fome other 
of the clerical funtion j at this practic:, Tappre= 
“endl, was Foon flopped. by Gregory 1X. who lias forbidden Me 
‘in the ftrongett terms, De-reral. ly. tits 38,€.205 *Novaquise- 
“* dam nottris funt auribusintioata, quod Abbatitize moniales 
4 propriasbenedicwbts. igfarun yuarue eonfiffianes in crimni= 
ur audieunt, et lezentes Evangelina preiumunt publice 
* prasdicare: cum jgitur id abfomum ft et paricer abfurdum, 
# Mandamus quatenus ne Mi de eattero Bat cunts irmiter in 
* hibere." If thefe prefurnptuouis abbeifes hud ventured to Fay 
nals his Holiness would doubttets have thundered itll louder 
‘egainf them, 

(8) My notion (I cannot call it opinion) of the matter is th's, 
hat the firdt of thef lines did reaily begin the charatter of the 
‘Sonne, which Chaucer had originally inferted in this place, to- 
etlicr with that of the Nonne’s Preett, atas greatlength as the 
otber charaers, but they were both afterwards expunged 
Ether by himfAf, oF (nore provadiy) by thofe who publithed 
is work afterhis death, for rcafonsof nearly the femekind with, 
thofe which occationed the fuppredion ofthe latter partof Phe 
Coke's Tale, 1 fufpee? our bard had ticen rathicr too ay in 
defcription of thefe two religious peifons. See alittle concerni« 
ing the Preeit, ver. 1535 Iie howd be thou: 
probable that an interpolator weuld inser 
and comtradiaory to the Author's p ., 
beg leave to foggelt that itis Mill more improbable that fich 
a line thould Iiavecome feet the Auther himtelt and ienther, 
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rid of tee of the Preeftes, and the detail of the cha 
raters will agrec with the grofs mumber in ver. 24, 
Chaucer himicif being inctuded among the aisc-endt 
zeneniy. As moweli(ts generally delight ia even neme 
bers it is not improbadic that the Hof was intended 
to be the thirtieth : though net under the fame oblik 
gation with the other pilgrims, he might nevertheke& 
tell his Tale amonz them as a¥ . 

§ 7. This leads me, in the third to cxeming 
what the egreemeat was which the pilgrims entered ine 
toat the foggeftion ef the Hoft with refped to the 
number of ‘Tales that each perfon was to tell. The 
propoial of the Hioft (lands tirus, with very little var 
Raation, in all the mf ; 

This is the point—Lfays he, ver. 7925 ,} 

That eche of you, to fhorten with youre way 
In this viage thall teilen ‘Tales tway, 
To Camterbury ward I mene it fo, 
fad homeward he tha! tellen other two. 
From this pailace we fhould certainly conclade that 
each of them was to tcll fzo Tales in the journey to 
Canterbury, and écco more in the journey homeward; 
but all the other paffages in which mention is made 
of this agreement would rather tead us to beHeve that 
they were to tcil only oe Tale in each journey, and 
the Prologue to'The Parfon’s ‘lale ftrongly confirms 
this lattcr fuppofition. The Hoft fays there, [vere 
17307,] 
Now lacketh us no Tales mo than on— 
and callin upen the Parfon to tell thisone Fale which 
was wanting, he fays to him, [ver. 17325,} 
Ithink I can promife, in the courte of the following Work, t¢ 
point out feveral other undoubted interpolations, which are 
fe the full as abiurd as the tubject of our prefent difcudien, 


‘true that it alteration of the paita 
Get te would rennet nae Hi 
fit were written— 





vearid I sterte tay 
© And homeward ie dal tell anctier t@— 


Sia ep peed re would 
=e ‘appears to have been the wid 
However, { cannot venttire to propote fach 


pradtice. 
an alteration of the text in oppotition to fo matty wll. 
fome of thens of the eft ote ; and therefore the 






thofe inconfiftencies hinted at above which prove 
plainly that the Author had not i 
§8. The remainder of the Prologue is employed 
fn deferibing the cheraters ofthe pilgrims and their 
fark fetting out upon their jommey. The litrle that it 
may be neceffary to fty in iluftration of fome of the 
‘Charaéters I hail referve for the Notes, ‘The civeust- 
ances of their fetting out are related fuccinétly and 
naturally; and the contrivance of appointing the 
Kinight by lt to tell the tirft ‘le is 2 happy 
it atfords the Author th 
Work a fplendid open: 
not infring 
freedom of difeourfe, 
good humour of ev 
‘Phe general fatisfaet 
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faid to give to the company puts us in mind of a fimi~ 
lar yratification to the fecret wifhes of the Grecian 
army when the lot of fighting with Heétor falls to 
Ajax, though there is not the leaft probability that 
Chaucer had ever read the Iiad even in a tranflation. 

§ 9. The Knichte’s Fale, or at leaft a poem upon 
the fame fubjeét, was originally compoftd by Chaucer 
as a feparate work: as fuch it is mentioned by him, 
amons fome of his other works, in The Legende of 
God: Womea, [ver. 420, I,] under the title of—=/ 
the Lu -veof Palsmon and Arcite of Thebes, though the Storie 
is dnowe litzeand the laft words feem to imply that 
it had net made itfelf very popular. It is not impofe 
fible that at erit it was a mere tranflation of TheThe- 
feida of Boccace, and that its prefent form was given 
to it when Chaucer determined to affign it the firft 
place among his Canterbury 'Fales. AsThe'Thefcida, 
upon which this Tale is entirely foundcd, is very rarely 
to be met with (9,) it may not be unpleafing to the 


(9) The tetter whieh Boccace fent to the Fiammetta with 
this poem is dated di Napoli a 15 d’iprile 1341. [Lettere di 
xiii. Vomini Hluft. Ven. 156.;.] I believe that date is a true one, 
and itis remarkable as being the very year and month in which 
Petrarch received the laurel at Rome. ‘The long friendfhip 
which fubfitted between thefe two extraordinary men muft 
probably have commenced in the preceding winter, when Pe- 
trarch came to Naples in order to be examined by King Robert, 
previouily t his going to Rome. Boccace feems to have been 
prefent at fome of the converfations between himand the king, 
[Genewl. Deer. 1. xiv. ¢. xxii.]—The firit edition of the ‘The- 
feida, according to Quadrio, [t. vi. p.462,] was without date, 
and under the miftaxen title of .4mazonide, which might have 
been proper enpugh for the firft buok; it was foon after how- 
ever reprinted, with its true title, at Ferrara in 1475, fol. Dr. 
Afkew was fo obliging as to lend me the only copy of this edit. 





veatier to fee here a 
thew wit kill 


proceeded: 
ducing a poem of about tea thoufand lines toa little 
store than two thowfand, without omitting any ma 
‘terial cirewmftance, = 
_ ‘The Thefeida is diltributed into twelve books of 
eantos. -_ 
‘erbich Phave ever heard of ir England, "Phe Rev. Mt. Crofts 
‘aa a later edit. in gto, printed at Venice in rsa¥, but in thar 
‘the poem has been riveduso eemendave, that isyin plain Sim 
Tih, aneroiact f cannot help fafpesting. ia ae Whe. 
‘has inveighed with great bitternefs. ‘the corruptions 
examined this la@ edition, for Lobferec that aftanza which he 
Tas quoted (Irom fume rf, a8 T Cappofe) fp not near fo correc 
as it ts im the edit of 1475. Avthis tanaa contains Boecace’s 
‘evn account of the intention of ni poem I thal tranferibe ie 
‘ere from that edition. 1¢ is the beginning of dis canchrfion;, 
‘Pol che te Mute nade camtachara 
Nel eonfpeto de git onsen! naare, 
Gin furde qoll che Cea fe exereira 
{Gon Bethe ta Hu Soneps partes 
E-dts in amorais in aperaen, 
‘a, lito, prima a Lr cantare 
1) Marte ftp tsa fotenaty 
Rel vulgar Lativn wal vu nom yet, 
“This plainly alludes to a paage in Dante, de Fulgari Floquen- 
tia, |. li. €. a, where, alter having pointed out the three great 
Tubjedis of poetry, viz. arma, amorem, et reditutinem, (wary 
Juve, and morality,) and enumerated the illufirious writers 
‘upon each, he adds, axinz vero nullunt tralume adbuc invsisi9 
Peetage. Boceace therefure apparently prides himfelfapon lia- 
‘ving fupplied the defeél remarked by Dante, and upon being 
tthe fell who taught the Italian Mates o fi ves 
fides other variations fur the worfe the Ivins 
spy ls written tinans 
dali tn ic 
by which means the alte 

















aperaro——— 
o Dante is rendered incomplete, 


Qi 





clxxxvi DISCOURSE, 5c. 


BR. I. Contains the war of Thefeus with the Ama 
zons, their fabmiffion to him, and his marriage with 
Hippolyta. 

B. Hi. ‘Thefeus having fpent two years in Scythia is: 
reproached by Pirithous in a vifion, and immediately: 
returns to Athens with Hippolyta and her fifter Emi- 
lia. He enters the city in triumph, finds the Grecian 
ladies in the temple of Clemenzia, marches to The- 
bes, kills Creon, &c. and brings home Palemone and 
Arcita, who are 

Damnati---ad eterna prefone. 

B. Il]. Emilia walking in a garden and finging is 
heard and feen firft by Arcita (10,) who calls Pale-. 
mone. ‘They are both equally enamoured of her, but 
withont any jealoufy or rivalfhip. Emilia is fuppofed 
to fee them at the window, and to be not difpleafed 
with their admiration.—Arcita is releafed at the re<_ 
queft of Pirithous, takes his leave of Palemone with 
embraces, &c. 

B. IV. Arcita, having changed his name to Pen- 
theo, gocs into the fervice of Menelaus at Mycene, 
and afterwards of Peleus at Aegina; from thence he 


(to) In defcribing the commencement of this amour, which 
is to Be the fubjeét of the remainder ofthe poem, Chaucer has 
entirely departed from his author in three principal circum- 
ftances, and I think in each with very good reafon. 1. By fup- 
pofing Emila to be feen firft by palamon he gives him an ad- 
vantage over his rival which makes the cataftrophe more con- 
fonant to poetical juftice. 2. ‘The pi@ure which Boccace has 
exhibited of two young princes violently enamoured of the 
fanicobjcea without jealoufy or rivalfhip, if not abfolutely un- 
natural, is certainly very infipid and unpoetical. 3. As nocon- 
fequence is to follow from their being feen by Emilia at this 
time itis better, I think, to fuppofe, as Chaucer has done, that 
they are not fecn by her. ; 


r ‘ siscounse; Se cieaxvis 





After many long: rions.on the part of, 

they fight, and are difeovered firfthy Emilia,whofends. 
for ‘Thefeus. When he finds who they areyand the 
caufe of theirdifference, heforgivesthem and propoles 
the method of deciding their claim to Emiliabyacom- 
bat of an hundred on each fide, to which they glidly 
agree. 

B. VI. Palemone and Arcita live fplendidly ‘at 
Athens, and fend out meffengers to fummon their 
friends, who arrive, and the principal of them are fe~ 
verally defcribed, viz, Lycurgus, Peleus, Phocus, Te- 
Jamon, ty’c. Agamemnon, Menelaus, Caftor and Pi 
lux, toc, Nettor, Evander, Pirithous, Ulyfles, Dio- 
medes, Pygmalion, Minos, to'c. with 2 great ditplay” 
of ancient hiftory and mythology. 

(a1) En lame (ef fea di bon corg, 

El lore accident narrarn. rH 
‘This is furely too much in the ftyle of romance ; Chau 
made them converfe more naturally 
avoided to copy Buccace in reprefenting Arcita as more 1n 
derate than his rival, 














elruxvin piscounse, ts’ea. 


B. VII. Thefeus declares the laws of the combat 
and the two parties of am nvndred on each fide ar 
formed. The day before the combat Areita, afte 
havi vifited the temples of all the gods, makes 
fornmai prayer to Mars. The prayer beistg perfoai 
fied (12) is faid to-go and find Mars in bis tenzp! 

(12) Eva afor forfl Marte ia exerctttd 

“Di chard far la paste ruginol 

Dei granic (20 @ hossibile bofpitio, 

Quando de Arcita la eration pictofs | 

H per fare !! dato afitlos 
« Tatts ae te afpetn 

La qual divene di (paventg rete, 

Come di Bfarte Rebbe fica veduta. ; def. 1.0 
As this contrivance of perfonifying tlie prayers, and fendtr 
them to the feveral deities, is only in order to introdiuce a de 
feription of the refpedive temples, it will be allowed, I b 
leve, that Ciigecer has attained the fame end by a more m 
tural fi@ion. it is very probable that Boccace caught the ide 
of making the prayers perfoos from Homer, with who 
works he was better acquainted than mof of his contempor: 
ries is this part of the workt; and there can be no doubt, 
fuppofe, that Chaucer’s imnagination, in the expedient whic 
he hasfubftituted, was affifted by the occafional edifices whic 
he had himfelf feen eretted for the decoration of tourn 
nents. ‘The combat which follows having no found: 
tion in ancient hittery or manners, it is no wonder tirat bo 
poets fheuld have admitted a mumber of incohgruous circun 
ttances into their defcription of it. The great advantage whk 
Chaucer has over his original in this refpect is, that he ts mux 
shorter. When we have read.in The Thefeida a loag and lear 
ed catalogue of all the heroes of antiquity brought togeth 
upon this occafion, we are only the more furprifed to fee Th 
feus, in fuch an affembly, conferring the honour of knigh 
hood upon the two Theban chieftains ; 

E fenea flare con non piccolo honore 

Cinfe le fpade a li dui fcudleri, 


¥E ad Arcita Polluce e Caftore ’ 
Ca)cisro d’oru li Spreni ¢ vulontiert, 





— 





is ne 

B, IX. The horfe of Arcita, being frighted by a Fu= 
ry fent from hell at the defire of Venus, throws him 
however he is carried to Athens in a triumphal cha- 
riot with Emilia by his fide, is put to bed dangeroully 
Ail aad there by bes nts dere chpoutes Bante 

’B. X. The faneral of the perfons killed in the com= 
bat. Arcita being given over by bis phyficians makes 
his wil in difcourte with Thefens, and defiresthat Pa- 
Jemone may inherit all bis poffeffions, andalfo E: 
fiat he then takes leave of Palemone and Emil 
whom he repeats the fame requeft. Their lamenta~ 
tions. Arcita orders a facrifice to Mercary, (which 
Palemone performs for him) and dies. 

B. XI. Opens with the paffage of Arcita’s foul to 
heaven, imitated from the beginning of the 9th book 
‘of Lucan. ‘The funeral of Arcita, Defeription of the 











E Diomede e Ulize él euore 
Calaath a Palerione, ¢ cavalieri 
“Ambedul furono alora novell 

Lijnamorati Theban dan.giel 








a aiscounst, tr, 


wood felled takes up (ix ftanzas, Palemone bnilidsa) 
‘temple in honour of him, in which his whole hi 
is painted. ‘The defcription of this painting is 
of the preceding part of the poem. 
B. XIL ‘Theleus propofes to carry inte © 
Ardita’s will by the marriage cf Palemone and 
fia: this they both decline for fome time in formal) 
Speeehes, but at Lalt are perfitaded and marvied. "The 
Kings, te’. take their leave, and Palumoneremainiet 
in gisia e in iiporta Gon la vce dona sobilee cortefes 
rom this fktch of the Thefeidaitisevident enow 
that Chaucer was obliged to Boceace (13) forthe pla 
(13) To whom Bocesce was obliged fs a more difficutt AD 
Je8 of inquiry. That the tory was of bis own invention! think 
fs fearce credible. He theaks of it bim(elf es very ancient 
{Lette all Foarametta. Biblioth. Smith. App. p..14t;]" Trowara 
una antichiffima Storla, eal pil delle gent! nan manifeltay 
“ {p Latinovolgare, acciocche pit dilettaile e ma(imainente § 
* vol, che gia con fommo titole le mic rime efaltatte, ho Fe 
‘ dotta.” He then tells her that the will obferve that what le 
related under the name of one of the two lovers aud of Enviftt 
is very Simitar to what had a@ually paffed between herfelf and. 
him ; and adds—“ Se forfe aleune cute foperchie #1 fefioaoyt 
“ volerbente coprire cid che non era onefto manifettare, dt 
 noldue In fuori, ¢'l volere la ftoria &guire,ne fonocagione.” 
Lam well aware, however, that declarations of thie kind, pre 
fixed to fabulous works, are not much to be depended upos, 
‘The wildei of the French romances are coasnosily Wid by the 
authors to be tranflated from fome old Latin chronicle at Ste 
Denys: and certainly the Rory of Palemone anil Arcita, at re 
lated by Boceace, could not be -e7ry dncicut. ive was of Grek 
‘original (as { rather fufped) it mult have been threnea into tr 
‘Prete form after the Norman princer hat introduced the watt 
ners of chivalry into their dominions in Sicily and Uealy.— 
‘The poem in modern Greek political veries, Dz nuptiis 1h, 
21 Rinilie, printed at Venice te 1529, la a mate traniation of 
‘The Phefelda, ‘The author has even tranfated the preiatory 
spittle 2ddretfed by Boccace to The Famoctta, 
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pisegumst; ie. exer 

‘andl principal incidents of The Knighte’s Tale; and 
iim tie Notes upon that ‘Tale I thali point out: fome 
‘orp oer ad 


‘bat as it feems to have been the intention of 
Geena hie of the emiety of hia charac, n.e- 
der todittribure pea nn me ‘ferious: 


mmickinvesty iWork, 
al proportions| 
Rett conte the Hote sarrngcrent lle 
fet afide by the intrufionof Teejernanrrreey ag 
‘Tale is Gach as might be expedted from his 
and condition, a complete contraft to the Knightes. 
§ 12. Thave not been able to di(cover from whence 
the tory of The Miller's Taleis taken, fo that for the 
prefent L mu(t give Chaucer credit for it as his own in~ 
vention, though in general he appears to have built 
his Tales, both ferious and comick, upon {tories which 
he found ready made. ‘The greatdifference is, that im 
his ferious pieces he often follows his author with the 
fervility of a mere treaflatos, and in confequeace his 
narration is jejune and conftraineds whereas in the 
comick he is ecnerally fitisfed with borrowing a flight 
hint of his fabjeét, which he varies, enlarges, and em- 
bellifhes, at pleafurre, and gives the whole the air and 
colour of an original; a fure fign that his genius ra~ 
ther led him to compofitions of the latter kind. 
§.12. ‘The next Tale is told by the Reve (who is re- 
peefented above [ver $89,283 ‘cholerick map) in re- 
venge of ‘The Miller's'Tale, It has been generally faid 
to be borrowed from ‘The Decameron, d. ix. n. 6, 
but I rather think that both Boceace and Chaucer, in 
this inftance, have taken whatever they have in com- 











excil DISCOURSE, €r. 


mon from an old fadliau or conte of an anonymous 
French rhymer, De Gombert et des deux Clers. The rea= 
der may eafily fatisfy himfelf upon this head by caft« 
ing his eve upon the French Fuédliau, which has lately 
teen printed with feveral others from mif. in France. 
See Fubliaux ct Contes, Paris, 1756, t. ii. p. 115-1240 

§ 13. Tbe Coke’s Tale is imperfect in all the mf. 
which I have had an opportunity of examining. In 
mf. A. it feems to have been entirely omitted ; and 
indced I cannot help fufpeéting that it was intended 
to be omitted, at leaft in this place, as in the Man- 
ciple’s Prologué when the Coke is called upon to tell 
a‘l‘ale there is no intimation of his having told one 
before. Perhaps our Author might think that three 
"Vales of Larlotrie, as he calls it, together would be too 
much. However, as it is fufficiently certain that the 
Coke’s Prologue and the beginning of his Taleare ge 
nuine compofitions they have their ufual place in this 
edition. There was not the fame reafon for inferting 
The Story of Gamelyn,whichinfome mf, is annexed 
to I'he Coke’s Tale. It is not to.be found in any of 
the mill of the firft authority, and the manner, ftyle, 
and verfification, all prove it to have been the work 
of an author much inferiour to Chaucer. I did not 
therefore think myfelf warranted to publith it a {e- 
cond time among ‘The Canterbury ‘Iales, though as 
a relick of our ancient poctry, and the foundation 
perhaps of Shekefpeare’s As you Like It, 1 could have 
wilhed to fe it more accurately printed than it is in 
the enly edition which we have of it. 

§ 14. In the Prologie to The Man of Lawe’s Tale 
Chaucer recalls our attention to the a¢tion (if I may 
fo call it) of his drama, the journey of the pilgrims. 
‘They had tct out foon after the diay began to fpring, (ver. 
834 and f.) When the Reve was beginning to tell his 


r prscounss, @e. exetit 
“Tile they were in the neighbourhood of Neytfindand 
Greenwich, wndit was balf way priwe, that is, 1 

j coe ne etree fe= 

seer 3904) §-] How much further 

ee samen, a teria 
but the hour of pointed out to us by tue 
cireumflaices : we are firt told qver. 4422, 3,] that 
irre we tr ne esate i onde 
| Phe fwartiie part and halfan tour aad ervore— 
: ondly, tver.4434,3thathe was" five-and-forty 
pe ete auuirecnmone noes 
firmed mention of a i phenome= 
nm isi to ful ‘rpotir in the 
See ie ctaieebetaicareeth 





with the mf, that it was fen of the lord, nor to fix up= 
on any other hone, as the two ctreum tance: 

tioned are not found to coincide in any part of the 
aBth (or of any other) day of April (14) in this cli- 


(14) The 28th day of Apdll, Inthetime of Chaucer. anfwering, 
‘to our 6th or 7th of May, the fart in the latitude of Landon, 
Tofe about halt hour after four, and the length ef the artificial 
day wan a little more than fiteen hours. 7 /-urth part of fle 
teen hours (= three hears forty-five minutes) and hus an 
our and mare— may be 2-riy compured to mi 
four hours and a half, which 
half &. M. give the time of the day 
fn was not at the altitude of 45° 
nine. In Ike manner if we take the 16th 
ali the editions and fome mil} we fea"! 
deed was 45° high at ten A. BM, exaéll 

Velume Le R 
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mate. Allthat wecan conclude with certainty is, that 
it was not pa/t ten of the clock. 
‘The compliments which Chaucer has introduced 
upon his own Writings are modeft enough, and quite 
unexceptionable; but if the refleétion [ver. . 
and f.] upon thofe who relate fach ftories es 
of Canace or of Apollonius Tyrius was levelled at 
Gower, as I very much fufpedt, it will be difficult to 
reconcile fuch an attack to our notions of the {tri& 
friendthip which is generally fuppofed to have fobfift- 
ed between the two bards (15.) The attack too at 
this time muft appear the more extraordinary on the 
part of our bard, ds he is juft going to put into the 
mouth of his Man of Lawe a Tale, of which almoft 
every circum {tance is borrowed from Gower. The fa& 
is that the ftory of Canace is related by Gower in his 


fart of the day and balf an bour and more had been 
at nine A. M. In this uncertainty J have Jeft the text as! 
found it in all the beft mf. only m/. H 4. does not expref the 
hour, but reads thus ; 
Yt was atte clokco==———=e 

(15) ‘There is another circumftance which rather inctines 
me to believe that their friendthip fuffered fome interruption 
in the latter part of their lives. In the new edition of the Coa- 
Jéfio Amantis, which Gower publithed after the acceffion of 
Ucnry IV. the verfes in praife of Chaucer [fol. 190. b. col. I» 
ed. 15 32,] are omitted. [See m/f. Hurl. 3869.) Though per- 
haps the death of Chaucer at that time had rendered the come 
pliment contained in thofe verfes Jefs proper than it was at 
firit, that alone dves not feem to have been a futitcient reafon 
for omitting them, cfpecially as the original date of the work, 
in the 16 of Richard IL. is preferved. Indeed the only other 
alterations which 1 have been able to difcover are toward the 
beginning and ead, where every thing which had been faid in 
praife of Richard in the firit edition is either left gut os con- 
vertcd to the ufc of his fuccefigr. | 





ith 
‘Chancer really did 
friend his choice of 


iy Vthink, is fiuificient 
it vers 5505 Chaucer fays— 
‘Som men wold faynt how that the child Maurice 
‘Doth this metisge until this emperour— 
© (16) ‘The Hittary of Apultontus’ King of Tyre was fuppote 
‘by Mark. Welter, whien he printed it in 1595, to have beew 
‘wanflated from the Greek a thoufind years before. (72! 
Bib. Gr. wv. 6. p. 8: ralnty hears trong ma 
Greek original, though 


in modern Greek, was retranflated (iT may 6 (peak) fom the 

Latin aro Aativsens ee [Di Freja 
Auth Weller printed it 

ty 


(perhaps more than once) among. aaron. 1 anh 
edition which I have, printed at Kenien in 1521, it makes the 
tsqth chapter. ‘Toward the latter end of the 1 

Godfrey of Viterbo, in 

Snferted this romance as part of the hiftory ofthe third Antiv= 
‘chus, about 260 years before Chnit. It begins thus, [1y: Kees 


offs yuella delet. 
in the fame metre, with one pentameter only t 

E wohexameters.—Gower, by hi wsledgment, tov 

Riis Rory from the Pantheon, as the a qwhocver he w 
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SB Ye WE J Aaic s Fak Eemete lave beeil 
echvetreanthr feaped Finscarin Guevee, : Cunif_Anaoeth 


ac Temas ino et Vat Eee rem Sails te the oust 
ee'Sitag Arete, sendt Sver bad a very pleofing offi 
teens: Sie tonolees angst ot that comet was quiel 


arated! -c 
‘Zhe 0d milind ercbied chy of Sir Gas 
ee ref pebakger eer tre 2. Aer tet 
atedita ?: nak a der focsdeed Chances with this 
‘Safe. < Bom “ather cammectrrs 'wxh deference to 
pate, 4 WUYE JE ROM Eaetoess | ip haw been compoded 
Tew, wht had tend bech Gowrr and Chszocer. 
Se. SN Laks of Ke Frere and abe are. 
wel: bye tec anon that of The Wait of | - The 
ham Wa aA Wado hetecen Shes tee charaés 


qe -P gah Ratural, 2; ne two proseiibensat that time 


7 Pengpleat: ay FA ——— Net to ben in ender of te wan 
ARERR 200 lad Re fas Tour: ad agewn dt ane durenté 
aqeeds By Vl 32 T. wa Uo Uns Soee priseed Sor the ianallasi- 
b unite Qarnrc ces i Sapper among the wosks of St. jerome, 
ANd & & eoiceey of a weck lter date. Tameer fom 
‘eae S Qe Wee RO Waite Map, [Pt Avie, v. 
me te TUN NOE Bo do Cae. =s jebn of sabfury, 
“Oy eqn anne eP Nhe caer Sudwatl x hes Fecras, 2. will.c. xi, 
wv te gaye So Rawe Sex .—---- Vo race two bunks joa 
Cees lem tee Oe Saw comme oF the fevere Strokes ie 
Ve Ae nw a at Kan, Sand wham bas traroiiled tne quiatef- 
TA ated eho Ubreg works .epea the futied of -panimoay) 
vo sag boatngd: Saclae's Poors and Merchast's Tals. 


priCOURSES te exevii 
Wit spate icboges eet had been fpokén, 
‘Such an impropriety T was glad to remove upon the 


authority of the beft mff. though it had been acquief 
ced in’by all former editors, efpecially as he a 
% aut to mean other (1 believe the trac) 

ie Squier’sTalesy 

‘immediately after: 


ey which 

fi Ttie had lived eo Bas bis Works "The exe 
of it, as well zs the vein of plea~ 
fantry that sins through Be tiv teivery faitable to the 
‘of the {peaker. "The greateft part mult have 
been of Chaneer’s own invention, though one may 
plainly fee that he had’been reading the popular in= 
veétivesagainft marriage and women in general, fach 
as The Roman de la Rofe, Valeriut ed Rufiewm de non du- 
cendé uxare, and particularly. Hieronymus contra Fou' 

wianusa (19.) 
alluding very plainiy to this Prologue ofthe Wife of Bath. The 
impropriety of fach an allufion in the mouth of Juftine is grofs 
enough. ‘The'trath ls that Chaucer has inadvertently given, 
toa charaer In ‘The Merchant’s'Tale an argument which the 
Mercbant himfelf-rmight naturally have ufed upon a fimilar 
‘eccafion, after he had heard the Wife of Bath. Ifwe fappofe, 
with the editions, that the Wife of Bath had not at that time 
Spoken her Prologue the impropriety will be increafed to an 

incredible d 

(19) ‘The holy Father, by way of recommending cetibacy, 
has exerted all his learning and eloquence ‘and he certainly 
‘was not deficient in either) to colieé together and agpravate 
whatever he could find to the prejudice of the femate fex. 
mong other things he has inferted his own tranflation (pro- 
batly) of a long extra from what he calls —ider aureolu 
R 

















co - nistounsr, to : 


is not ealy to-fey Why:Chaucer thdtld chutirtb.owwr 5 
an obligation forthis'Tale to Petrarch sather thep/tn. 


matke---=" Pro bono fervitio, quod dttedhbe Vatiietns —z 


(Pat. qt Ed. Hi. p..t.mn. £3, ap. Rymen.) Where ls. 2 cssiomh 
account oftite frath attitis marriage in the Copehien dinagoltene ; | 
of -tliprandi, Cater qtor a dntiq. Med. Mls falas. GAEGIE, ty 
Jeq-] but he dods not give the names of the... ons gg 
j 


at ‘s 


uaa. iy Ce cy © oe 
who were (asheMys) .,; © «f°. i re 
Con Meare Lionell’ tz compegaia. - Ta ts by 


‘The mo& confiderable of them were probabby thst twenty 
Ox (knights and others) who before their &tting out far Milas: 
procured the king's licenfe to appoint attorpics-general te. 
act for them here. [Franc. 42 Ed. Ill. m. 8..ap. Rymer.] The. ; 
name of Chaucer does not appear among them. -----The emer. 
baily to Genoa, to which Chaucer was appointed in Novem: 
ber 1372, might poffibly have afforded him another opportur, 
nity of feelng Petrarch. But in the firft place, it is uncertain 
whether he ever went upon that embafly. If he did, the di- 
ance from Genoa to Padua, where Petrarch refided, is com 
fiderable ; and i cannot help thinking that a- reverential vifit: 
from a milnifter of the King of England would have been fo 
flattering te the old man that cither he himfelf or fome of his 
biographers muf have recorded it. On the other hand, fup-' 
poting Chaucer at Genoa, it is to be prefumed that he would 
not have been deterred by the difficulties of a much longer: 
journey from paying his refpects to the firtt literary charaer- 
of the age: and it ls remarkable that the time of this embafly, 
in 1373, lathe precife time at which he could have learned: 
the Rory of Grifeldis from .Petrarch at Padua ; for Petrarch, in 
ail probability, made his tranflation in that very year, and he 
died in July of the year following. —The inquifitive and judi- 
cious author of Afémoires pour la vie de Petrarque, gave us 
hopes [ Pref, ta t. ii. p. 6,] that he would thew that Chaucer 
was in connection (en liajjon) with Petrarch, As he has not 


4 


the: Brores, affeéted 2 tox 
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‘to any author older than Chaucer, and | they 
amay hoth have been built upon forme’ plea 
fantries which were never before committed to writ- 


ing. —I am obliged to Mr. Steevens for pointing out 
to me a ftory which has a great refemblanee, in its 
incidents, 
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the three preceding. Thai, tat tin fon 
he learned it from Petsarch at Padua;,and this (by 
the way)-isall the ground that Lean find: for the no- 
tion that Ciraucer had feen Petrarch (20) in Italy. It 


(20) T can Sind no older or bettes authority for this notion 
than the following paage in Speghe'ehife of Chaucer, prefixed 
‘to the eat. In 1997: % Some writé that he with Petrarke was 
+ pretent atthe mariage of Lionel! Doe of Clarence with 
Violante dauetcer of Galeafius Duke of Millelne; yet Paul~ 
“+198 Jovius nameth not Chaucer, but Petrarke, be faytl, w2s 
 there.™ ie appears from an imirument in Rymer [Liberat. 
43 Ed. 101. ms 1.) that the Duke of Clarence palfed from Do- 
Ver to Calabs in hts way to Milan, in the fpring of 1 368,with a 
retinue of 457 mea and r2%0 horfes. ‘That Chaucer might 
have attended the duke upon this occafion is not impoible. 
He had been, probably, for forme tiene im the king's fervice, 
and had reveivsd the year before a grant of am annuity of 20 
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‘Whatever was the real original of this Tale, the ma- 
hineryof the Facries,which Chaucer has afed fo hap- 
ily, was ly added by himéelf; and indeed 1 
eanet help thiokiog that his Pluto and Proferpina 
‘Were the true progenitors of Oberonand Titania (23) 
or rather that they themfelves have, once at leat, 
deigned to revilit our poetical fyftem under the lat~ 


ter names. 
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The fame ory is Inferted among the Fables of A! . 
printed by Caxton in Englith, with thufe of fop, Avian, ond. 
Pogre, without date; hut 1 do not tind it in the eri:eral Ly 
tin of Alphonfus, mf. Rez. 19. B. xii, or in any of the Pret lt 
‘tranflations of his work that I have examined. 

‘This obfervation is not meant to extend further than 
the King and Queen ct Faery, in whofe characters | thick "t+ 
plain that Shake(peare, in imitation of Chaucer, has egs.iwed 
our Gothick elves with the manners and language of! 


cUfical gods and godetfes. In the ret of his Faets fst 
“Shakespeare feemsto lve tuliowed the popular fupertition 
of his own time 








cav Biscounsr, fs'c. 


§ 23. Fe Profegue to The Squier's Tale appears nivw 
for the Grft time im print. Why it has been omitted 
by ail former etitors I cannot guefs, except, perhaps; 
becaafe #t did not fait with the place which (for res - 
fons bef known tothemfelves) they were 
to affign te The Squicr’s Tale, that is, after The Man | 
ef Lawe’s and before The Marchant’s. Ihave chase : 
rather to follow the mff. of the beit authority im plas + 
cing Tbe Squicr’s Tale after ‘The Marchant’s, andia : 
connedting them together by this Prologue, 
as | am perfeaded to Chancer’s intention. The lines 
which have ufually been printed by way of Prologue 
to ‘The Squier’s Tale, as 1 believe them to have been 
really compofed by Chaucer, though not intended for ‘ 
"lhe Squicr’s Prologue, 1 have prefixed to ‘The Ship- 
man’s Tale, for reafons which I fhall give when I come 
to fpeak of that ‘l'ale. 

§ 24. I fhould have been very happy if the mf 
which have furnifhed The Squier’s Prologue had fup- 
plied the deficient part of his ‘Vale, but I fear the 
judgment of Milton was to true, that this flory was 
Lift balf-told by the Author. Ihave never been able to 
difcover the probable original ef this Tale, and yet I 
fhould be very hardly brought to belicve that the 
whole, or even any confiderable part of it, was of 
Chancer’s invention. 

§ 25. We are now arrived with the common cdi- 
tions (though by a different courfe) at The Franke- 
leine’s Tale; and here again we muft be obliged to 
the mf. not indeed, as in the laft irftance, for a nerw 
Prologue, but for authorizing us to prefix to this Tale 
of The Frankelein a Prologue which in the common 
editions is prefixed to ‘The Tale of the Marchant, to- 
gether with the true Prolcgue of that Tale, as printed 

above. It is fearce conceivable how thefe two Pro- 
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vas the real original of this Tale, thema- 
thinery of the Facries,which Chaucer has ufed fobap~ 
pily, was probably: added by himfelf; and indeed I 
‘cannot help thinking that his Pluto and Proferpina 
were thetmne progenitors of Oberonand ‘Titania (23,) 
or rather that they themfelves have, once’ at Jealt, 
deigaed/to revifit our poetical fyftem under the lat~ 
ter names. 
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“Ailiaitille dean mulierh, de prece culus 
‘Se fanum credit, mitt et ouime metas. 


‘The fame ftory is Inferted among the Fables of Alphonfe, 
printed by Caxton in Englith, with thofe of AXfop, Avian, and 
Pogre, without date ; but Ido not find it in the original La- 
tin of Alphontus, my. Res. 10. B. xil, or in any of the French 
‘tranflations of his work that I have examined. 

(23) This obfervation is not meant to extend further than 
the King and Queen cf Faery, in whofe charaéters I think 
plain that Shake(peare, in imitation of Chaucer, has dignified 
‘our Gothick elves with the manners and language of the 
claffical gods and goddeffes. In the reft of his Faery fyitem 
“Shakefpeare feems to have tuliowed the popular fuperitition 
of his own time, 
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§ 23. The Prologue to The Squier’s Tale appears now 
for the firft time in print. Why it has been omitted 
by all former editors I cannot guefs, except, pcrhaps, 
becaufe it did not fuit with the place which (for rea- 
fons beft known tothemfclves) they were determined 
to affign to The Squier’s Tale, that is, after The Man 
of Lawe’s and before ‘Ihe Marchant’s. Ihave chofen 
rather to follow the mf. of the beit authority in pla- 
cing The Squier’s Tale after ‘The Marchant’s, and in 
connedting them together by this Prologue, agrceably 
as 1 am perfuaded to Chancer’s intention. The lines 
which have ufually been printed by way of Prologue 
to Lhe Squier’s ‘Tale, as I believe them to have been 
really compofed by Chaucer, though not intended for 
"lhe Squicr’s Prologue, I have prefixed to 'The Ship- 
man’s Tale, for reafons which I fhall give when I come 
to {peak of that 'I'ale. 

§ 24. I fhould have been very happy if the mf. 
which have furnifhed ‘he Scquier’s Prologue had fup- 
plied the deficient part of his ‘Tale, but I fear the 
judgment of Milton was to true, that this ftory was 
left balf-told by the Author. Ihave never becn able to 
difcover the probable original of this Vale, and yet I 
fhould be very hardly brought to bclicve that the 
whole, or even any confiderable part of it, was of 
Chaucer's invention. 

§ 25. We are now arrived with the common cdi- 
tions (though by a different courfe) at The Franke~ 
leine’s Tale; and here again we mutt be obliged to 
the mf not indced, as in the laft inftance, for a new 
Prologue, but for authorizing us to prefix to this Tale 
of The Frankelein a Prologue which in the common 
editions is prefixed to ‘The Tale of the Marchant, to- 
gether with tlic true Prolcgue of that Tale, as printed 
above. It is fearce conceivable how theic two Pro- 





of 

franners at irons 
dharetter which Chancer has drawn of his Marchant, 
ior oar general notions of the profeffion af that tiare, 
Laat us to expedt frbm him fo liberal a ftrain of 

inking. 

$26. The Frankeleii's Tals, as he tells tas Kiinfelf, 
is taken from a Lritith Igy (24;) and the names of 





44) * Led premieres chanfuns Francolfes furent nomiées 
“ees lals.” fayé M. de la Ravaliere, Pocf. du Roi de Nat tai. 
p. 2155 And fo far I believe hie Is right, Wut I fee no founda- 
‘tot Ave fuppofliig wich Inim (in the fare page) that the lay. 
was une forte d'elegie, and that it was derived du mot Latin 

qui fgnifie des Naintes 5 oF {Cin p. 2174] that it was la 
la flus majsptucufe et la flus grave. 1 feems more 
in French was anciently a generical term 
inEnglith. "The patfage which M, dela Ravaliere 
has quoted itoin Ze Bruty 
‘Molt fot de las, molt fot de notte 
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CCV DISCOUASE, §9'cq 


courtefy, are called Libraries; but there are ¢wo imi 
lations of it extant by Boccace, the fir in the Sith 
bock of his Philocopo, and the fecond in The Decam, 
d.x.n.g. They agree in every refpeé with each other, 
except thatthe fceacand the names are different, and 
in the latter the narration is lef prox and the Ayle 
lefs fowcry than-in the former, which was a juvenile 
work (ag. ‘The only material point in which Bocs 


bliauy,tam. 1, }. La Lal du Corn, by Robert Bikes, (ny. Rod, 168%,5 
is faid by him to have been Invented by Garaduc, win acenant 
plihed the adventure in the dalla entitled foe Bay and tbe. 
Mantle, (Ane. Poet. ¥. iil. p. ,) which I fufped to bese heen 
mace up out of thie lay, and Le Court Maatel, the fuccetah 
knight, is ealied Cradock. Robert Bikes {ys further, thag the 
horn was fait! to be feen at Cirencefter ; 

Q'fuft a Cirincetre 

A une haute fefte, 

La pureit il veer 

Icefi corn tout pir velr. 

Ceo dif Revert Bikex——, ’ 
In none of thefp lays do we find the qualities ettributed 
to that fort of compofition by M. de la Ravaliere, Accor 
to Uiefe examples we thould rather defing the lay to be a fye- 
cics of ferious narrative poetry, of a moderate length, in a, 
fimple Ryle and light metre. Serious Is here oppoled (nat to 
picafant, byt) to ludiprous, in order to dittingyiih the lay from 
the conte or failiau ; agon the other band its moderate length 
dillinguithes it from the gefe, or common Rowoan. All thedays 
that I have foen are in light metre, not exceeding cight iyl- 
lables. See before, Rfay, &9'c. n. 60. 
_ (25) Ufaw ance an edition of the Philocopa, printed at Ve- 

nice, 1553, fol. with a Jetter at the end of it, in which the pu- 

hlither, Hieronymo Sguarzaficho, faya (if Ido not miffemem- 
ber) ** that this work was written by Koccace at twenty years 
*‘ of age (about 1333,) while he was at Naples in the houfe of 
** John Barrile,” [Johanves Barrillus ig calicd by Boccace [Ge- 


5 We, ceix 
fro his otiginal is 


fimaller 
long lift of virtucus women in Dorigene’s foliloquy is 
plainly copied from Hieronymus contra Fovinianam. 

‘eal Dears), xiv, €. 194] maenijpiritus bom. We was fent by 
‘King Robert to attend Petrarch to his coronation at Rome, and 
‘is introduced by the latter fn his fecond eclogue under the 


mame of ldacue; “ab Idi, monte Cretenfi, unde et ipe oriun- 


558.) Not knowing at prefent w h 
on my memory only for thi 
le, though ir is not mention 
iogtaphe 
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courtefy, are called Libraries; but there are ¢wo imis 
tations of it extant by Boccace, the fir in the Gith 
bock of his Philocopo, and the fecond in The Decam, 
d.x. n. 5. They agree in every refpe@ with each other, 
execptthatthe fceneand the names are diferent, and 
in the latter the narration is tefs prox and the fyte 
lefs fowcry than in the former, which was a juvenile 
work (25.) ‘The only material point in which Boc: 


bliaue,tam. |,} Le Lai du Corn, by Robert Bikes, (my. Rod, 1687.3 
is frid by him to have been Invented by Garaduc, whn accom 
plibed the adventure in the baitad entitled The Bay and tbe. 
Mantle, {Anc. Poet. ¥. ill. p. 1.) which I fufyed to heave heen 
made up out of this lay, and Le Court Maatel, the fuceetd 
knight, is called Cradock. Robert Bikes {gye further, thas the 
horn was hit! to be feon at Cirencefter ; ” 

Q’fuft a Cirincetre 

A une haute felte, 

La pureit il veer 

Icefl corn tout pir velr. 

Ceo dja Revert Bikez———, 
In sone of thefg lays do we find the qualities attributed 
to that fort of compofition by M. de la Ravaliere, According 
to Uiele examples we thould rather defing the lay to be a fpe- 
cics of ferious narrative poetry, of a moderate length, in 
firople ityle and light meire. Serious is here oppofed (nat to 
picafant, byt} to ludiorous, in order to dittingyith the lay from 
theconteor fabliau ; ason the other hand its moderate length 
diltinguithes it fram the gefs, or common Rowan. All thedtays 
that I have foen are in light metre, not exceeding cight (yl. 
Jablgs. See before, Kfay, {5'c. n. 60. 
_ (245) Tfaw once an edition of the Philocopa, printed at Ve- 

Nice, 155 3, fol. with a Jetter at the end of it, in which the pu- 

hlither, Hieronymo Squarzaficho, faya (if 1do nat mifremem- 
ber) ** that this work was written by. Boccace at twenty veare 
** of age (about 1333,) while he was at Naples in the houfe of 
John Barrile,” [Johannes Bartillus ig calied by Boccace [Ge~ 
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egal eee wach 
mame of Tdacus; “ab Il, mante Cretenfi, unde et ipfe oriun- 
dus fait. tucentiones eolegarum Rranc, Petrarche, my. Bou. 
558) Not knowing at prefent where to find that edition, Tam 
obliged ta rely upon my memory only for this flory, which E 
think highly probable, though itis not mentioned as reced~ 
Jeat by auy cf the other biographers of Boceace. A good hie 
The adventures wf Fi 
arid Biancifiore ;which make the principal lubject of 
locopin) were firnenis tong before Noccacey as Ie hit 
forms us. 6. edit, 1723. Floris atu Diya ste 1 
1s iittriots bnvers hy Mytffes Fymtengau de Seo sea 
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fol. 191. It is prutuble luwever d 
red by Boceace, and particularly, thoukk 
that the Lovesquettiny inl vy the fonttit of lich, 
‘quet!'ons contains the novel sefeired to in the text) were add 
ed by him 
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§ 27. Thus far I Actter myfylf] havebcen nat y 
fucceisful in refloring the true arder and connedhi 
with each other of 'The Clerke’s, The Marchante 
The Squiere’s, and The Frankeleine’s Tales; } 
with regard to the next Sep which J have takes 
muift ewn oyfelf more dubious In al} the editionst 
Tales of The Noaneand The Channene’s Yeman pe 
cede The Daétoure’s, but the beft mil. agree in new 
ving thofe Tales tothe end of The Nonne’s Preefie 
and I have not ferupled ta t this arrangemey 
which is, I think, indifj eftablifhed by 1 
following confideration; when the Monk is call 
upon for his Tale the pilgrims were near Rocheft 
[vet. 13932,) but when the Chanon overtakes thi 
they were advanced to Bopghton-under-Blee, {rv 
16024,] twenty miles beyond Rochefler, fo that t 
‘Tale of The Chanone’s Yeman, and that of The Nc 
ne to which it is annexed, cannot with any propri 
be admitted till after The Monake’s ‘Talc, and con 
quently not tall after The Nonne's Preefte’s, whiel 
infeparably linked to that of The Monk. 

§ 28. ‘Thefe two ‘lales therefore of ‘The Nor 
and ‘ihe Chancne’s Yemen being removed out of 1 
way The Doétoure’s comes clearly next to The Fr: 
keleine’s; but how they are to be conne&ed to 
ther, and whether at all, is a matter of doubt. W! 
I have printed by way of Prologue to The Doétous 
‘Tale I found in one of the beft mff. but only in o: 
in the others it has no Prologue. The firft line: 
plies fo naturally and. fmartly to the Frankelcir 
conclufion, that [am {ftrongly inclined to believ 
from thehand of Chaucer, but cannot fay fo much 
the five following ; | would thercfore only with th 
lines to be received for the prefint (according to 

law-phratc) de bene ef, lithey {nal annex be m 
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pisepunse, isis cat 
cftablifaad of Siperseded by the difco- 


een “ 

An The Diattietr's Tale belide Livy (who is 

}) Chaucer may dave followed Gower 

ome particulars, who has ulfo. related the (ory of 

4» Geng. Amant.te. vit, but he has not been a 

copift of either of them. 

§)30: The Purdonere's ‘Tale has a Prologne which 

ineéts it with ‘The Doftoure’s. There is alto 2 

ae Jong preamble, which may eithor make part 
the Prolorne or of the Talc. ‘he mil. differ ie 

ispoint, I have chofen'to throw it into the Tale, 

@ to confine the Prologue to whut I fuppote to be 

proper ule, the introdudtion of the new fpeaker. 

hen Ge is once in complete palfeflion of his office 

‘entertaining the compuny his preface ordigreffions 

ould all, I think, be equally eonfidered as-parts of 

5 Tale, 

‘The mere outline of Tle 

und in the Ce 

$51. 

> Prologue: what has been 5 

immon editions is evident 


ind T confels net one of 
ale the Prologue which 


Va very pros 
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This Tale is generally fuppofed to be taken from 
The Decameron, d. viii. n. 1, but I fhould rather bee: 
lieve that Chaucer was obliged to fome older French 

Sableour, from whom Boccace had alfo borrowed the: 
ground+work of his novel, asin the cafe of Fhe Reve'’s 
Tale. Upon either fuppofition a great part of the in 
cidents muft probably have been of his own inventions 

§ 32. The tranfition from the Tale of The Ship- 
man tothatof The Prioreffe ishappily-managed. Ihave 
not been able to difcover from what legende of The 
Miracles of our Lady The Prioreffe’s Tale is taken. 
From the fcene being laid in A fia it fhould feem that 
this was one of the oldeft of the many ftories which 
have been propagated, at different times, to excite or 
juttify feveral mercilefs pertecutions of the Jews upon 
the charge of murthering Chriftian children (27.) 
The ftory of Hugh of Lincoln, which is mentioned in 
in the laft ftanza, is placed by Matthew Paris under 
the year 1255. 


(27) In the firft four months of the 44a Sanforum, by Bole 
landus, I find the following names of children canonized, as 
having been murdered by Jews; xxv Mart. Willielmus Norwl- 
cenfis, 1144. Richardus, Parifils, 1179. xvii Apr. Rudo!lphus, 
Bernx, 1287. Wernerus, Wefaliz. an. cod. Albertus, Polonise, 
1598. 1 fuppofe the remaining eight months would furnith at 
leatt as many more. See aScottifh ballad (Rel. of Anc. Poet. ve 
i. p. 32,] upon one of thefe fuppofed murders. The editor hae 
very ingenioufly conjeQured that Adir7yland, in ver.1, inacor- 
ruption of Mi/an. Perhaps the real occafion of the ballad may 
have been what is faid to have happened at ‘Trent in 1475 to 
a boy called Simon. ‘The Cardinal Hadrian, about fifty yeara 
after, mentioning the rocks of ‘Trent, adds, “quo Judxi ab Si- 
** monis cedem ne afvirare quidem audent.” Pref. ad librum 
de Serm. Lat. The change ofthe name in the fong from Simon 

to Hugh is natural enough in this country, where fimilar fto- 
ries of Hugh of Norwich and Eugh of Lincoln had been long 


current, 





DISCORSE, We. conti 


$.33:Next to the Priore(le Chaucer bimfelf tscatled 
npon forhis Tale, Intite Prologue he has dropped 
2 few touches defcriptive of hisown perf aud man- 
nets by wlohe lea tac ns nil to lank mach 
upon the grand, was ofa gorpulent habit, and re- 
ferved in his behaviour. Fils Ainte of Sire Thapar was 
dleatly intended to ridicule the pulpeile grofi bev 

of the common rhynsces of that age, and {till more, 
perhaps, the meaaneli of their laoguage aud veriii- 
cation, It is fuli of phrafes tuken inom Siunbror, 1.4 
bonus Defeonus, and other romances in the fame ttyle, 
which are (ilextant, A few of hisimitations ol them 
will be pointed out in the Notes. 

§.34-For the more complet: reprobation of this 
Species of chyming even the Holt, who is not to be 
faljpedted of {06 refined a tafte, is mule to ¢ry 0 
gainit it, and to cut Thopas in the mic 
his adventures, Ci 
rhyme but that if fs tbe Ayfte die cure, ECE. T 
readily confents to teil sawther tals; bus having junk 

tthe bad portry of his tine 
ps, $90 inv'aix 


vity I doulst © readers will be 
that he did not rather give us the rea 
“Thopas. 
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' § 35. The Prologue of The Monke’s Tale connetts it 
with Melibee. The Tale itfelf is certainly formed 
upon the plan of Boccace’s great work De cafibus Vie 
rorum Illufirium, but Chaucer has taken the feverak 
ftories of which it is compofed from different.authors, 
who will be particularized in the Notes.. - 

§ 36. After a reafonable number of melancholy 
ditties or tragedies, as the Monk calls them, he is in~ 
terrupted by the Knight, and the Hoft eddrefies him+ 
{elf to the Nonne’s Preeft to tell them /wiche thing 
as may their bertes glade. . 
: Lhe Tale of the Nonne’s Preeft is cited by Dryden, 
together with that of The Wife of Bath, as of Chan- 
cer’s own invention. But that great poet was not very 
converfant with the authors of which Chaucer’s libra« 
ry feems tohave been compofed. The Wife of Bathe’s 
‘Tale has been fhewn above to be taken from Gower, 
and the fable of the Cock and the Fox, which makes 
the ground of The Nonne’s Preefte’s Tale, is clearly 
borrowed from a colle€tion of Afopean and other fa« 
bles by Marie, a French poetefs, whofe colle€tion of 
lais has been mentioned before inn. 24. Asherfable 
is fhort and well told, and has never been printed, I 
fhall infert it here at length (29,) and the more will- 


(29) From m/. Harl. 978. f. 76. 
D un cok recunte, ki eflot 
Sur un femer, c fi chantot. 
Par de lez li vient un gupilz, 
Si Vapela par muz beaus diz, 
Sire, fet il, muz te vej hel; 
“Unc ne vi fi gent oifel. 

Clere voiz as fur tute rien, 
Fors tun pere, ge jo vi bicn; 
Unc oifel meuz ne chanta; 

Mes illic iff meuz, xar il clurra, 
Si puis jeo ferc, dift li coca, 

ics cles bat, les oilz ad clos, 


piscounsr, &c. cory 


inply becaufe it Furnithes aconvincing proof how able 
Chaucer was to. work up an excellent Tale out of very 
finall matetials. 


(Chanter guida plas clerement. . 
Li gapit faut, © ST prent 
‘Vers Ia Foret ed lut fen vac 
Par mi un champy mit pall, 
(Curent apres tnt Ih pal 
Li chiens je hwent tut ent 
‘Velt ie pupil, i Le cos thenty 
Mar le guaina & par eus went, 
Va, fet It eves, luz efertey 

"fai tuens, ne ove lareas fale, 
{LT gupit volt parler en Laut, 
E Mi ooce de fa quche faut. 
Sur un Saat fu) steftesanten. 
‘este mais st regents, 

at par Ue tleat entantilie, 
‘Que coes Yau! eugiane. 
De mal talent ¢ de drut ire 
La buck commence a maudirey 
Ke parole quant levereit ca 
Li coca afpont, f del Jeo fairey 














meander 





en Fanti fol tat hi pleur, 
smlent quart deivent titer, 
fut quant il delvent parr. 





The refembtance of Chaucer's Tale to this fable is obvious, 
and it is the more probable that he really copied from Marie, 
becaw’e no fuch fable is to be found either in the Greek lop 
or in any of the Latin compilations (that I have ea) whieh 
went about in the dark ages under the name of fp. Whe 
ther it wasinvented by Marie,or witether the translated it, with 
the relt of her fables, irom the Anglo-Saxon verfion er Tophy 
ing Alfred, ‘asthe fays herfell, [cannot pretend t adeveriai 
“Though no Anglo-Saxon verfion of A'fop be now ‘ast can tine’) 


extant, there may have been one formerly, which may have 
patfed like manyothertranflationsintothatlanguage!underte 
dame of Alfred; and it may be urged in Capport oF the prob 
Liity of Marie’s pofitive atiertion, that the appears, trom yell 
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§ 37. The frateen lines which ave printed at thd 
end. of ‘The Nonne’s Preefte’s 'Tale might pezhai 
more properly be coniidered as the beginning of the 
Prologueto the fuccecding Tale, if it were certain whaS 
’Tale was intended to ficceed. In both Dr. Afkew’s 
mif. the laft of thefe lines is read thus,—— 

Seide unto to: Nunne as ye fhol hetfessnse 


and there are fix more hmes to introduce her Tale; 
but as thefe fix lincsare mantfeftly forged for the pur- 
pote [have chofen rather to adhere to the other mf 
which acknowledge theerfelves defedtive in this part, 
and sive us The Nonne’s Tale as I have done, with- 
out anv introduction. It is very probable, J think, 
that Chaucer himtulf had not determined whether he 
fhould conneét The Nonne’s Tale with that of The 
Nonne’s Preeft, or whcther he thould interpofe a Tale 
or two, or perhaps more, between them. ; 

The Tue of the Nonne is almoft literally tranflated 
from the life of St. Cecilia in the Legenda Aurea of 
Jacobus Januenfis, It is mentioned by Chaucer as a 
feparate work in his Legende of Good Women, [ver. 
426,] under the title of The Life of Seint Cecile, and 
it (till retains evident marks that it was not originall 
compofid in the form of a Tale to be /poken by tie 


ges in-her dais, to ltave had fome knowledge of Englif. I mut 
obferve that the name of the king, whofe Englith verfion the 
profeffes to follow, is differently flated in different mf, In the 
bet mf. Hur’. 978, it is plainly Li reis Allured s in a later mf 
Vefp. Ds xiv, it is Li reis Henris. Pafquier [Recherches, |. vith 
c. i,j calle him Li roy Auuert; and Du Chethe (as quoted by 
Menage, v. Reman) Zi rois Mires: but al} the copies agree in 
making Maric declare that the tranilated her work de PAng- 
fois en Koman. A Latin Afop, mf. Reg. 15 A. vil, has the fame 
ory of an Enghith verfion by order uf'a ken Anglie Afrus, 
é 


‘or multiplication 


‘in the Tower of London.” In 
tiow of the rabbles in that fa 


“ Veh they profoundyexpounde:', 
aro pope iretibe eA TH mamner 0 sba 


by 
cart snidfithe ignorant. But others fay that text way the only 
_ amulet ufed in that credulous warfaring aye to efcape dangers 
in battles. ‘Thus Caen, [eather believe it was an amulet or 
charin principally ufed againft thieves, upon the authority ot 
the following pafiageof 
Vilume 1, 
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evils, moy fairle be inferred from the a& which was 
pal nd tean ACT, § H-n. IV. c. iv, to make it felony 
fo res ots ols or Jeers ar toufetne art of multiplication. 

S 3e. In the Prof sine fo The Manciples Tale the 
vilesinng are fippotcd to be arrived at a little town 
called Babaupoon. ‘occa, Cnser-the-Blee, in | Cunterbury~ 
secy. Leannot find a town ef that name in any map, 
but it muit have Jain between Boughton (the place 


“an half mvle fro Nazarethe is the !epe of oure Lord ; for the 
** Jewes iacden him upon an highe roche for to make him lepe 
* down ard have flayn him; but Jefa paffed amonges hem, and 
*Jepre upon ancther rache ; and yit ben the ficppes of his fect 
** fone in the roche where se aiivghte. And therefore feyn fum 
* men whan thei dredeniem of thefes on ony weye, or Gf ene- 
“* niyes. SYers autom traniene rer medium iticrum tbat; thatis 
*tuleyne, pus forfothe pafinge be the my.ddcs of hom be wente; 
‘in tokene and mynde that oure Lord pafed thorphe out the 
‘+ Jewes crueltee, and feaped fafly fro hem; fo furely mowe men 
S¢patin the pevile of thefes.? See alfo Catal. mg. Harl. a. 2966. 
It mint Le owned that a fpell againft thieves was the moft fer- 
viceable if not the moft elegant infcription that could be put 
Woon pou coi.—Athmole, in his Thearun Cheiticunt, p. 4.439 
has repeated this ¥idiculous flory concerning Luly with addi- 
tonal circum#ances, as if he realy believed it, though Lully, 
by the hettaecounts, had keen dead ahove twenty years before 
Bdward Tl. bezan to coin sold. ——TLhe fame author , Afer- 
cursos bilue aneticut, av he fiyies himielf, hag interted among 
Nis (oronsipes 22 ferios, p. 213d an old Enghih poem under 
the tithe of Ares Bird, which he fays in hia Notes, p. 467,) 
was thomvht to hive been written orivinaly by Raymund Lul- 
Wy, or at feat mace Fngiith hs Cremer, [flat ep ee omiyter, 
aed elisa tla p. gon.) ‘Vhe truth is that the poem is 
eusied Pyegates. and had been printed by Caxton under its 
trae thre Ve ae ake cand phe BE rd, and the fabte on wh 4) it 
shut: rebited by Petrus Alp ontus Ce Cle eal Dif inind, 
me. tO BL. Mi whe lived # “ve two hundred vears be - 
a ath | a 
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faft mentioned) and Canterbury. The fable of the 
Crow, which is the tunjedt of Tbe Adanciple’s Tale, has 
been related by fo many authors, from Ovid down to 
Gower, that it is impoffible to fay whom Chaucer 
principally followed. Tis k: in new -dreffing an old 
ftory was acver perliaps more duccefsarly exerted. 

§ 40. After the Yale of the Mianciple the common 
editions, fince 1542 (32,) j-lace what is called The. 


(32) In the edition of 1542. when ‘The Piowman’s Tale was 
firft printed, it was placed .yYer'Vhe Perton’s Vale. The editor, 
whoever he was, had nut aurance enouch (it fhould feery 
to tiruft it into the body af the Work. In the fubsequent edi- 
tions however, as it had probably been well received by the 
publick, upon account of its viuient invectives egainit the 
church of Rome, it was aivanced toa miore honourable fla- 
tiun, next tothe Maneiple’s') aly and fyore Phe Perfon's. ‘Che 
only account witca we fave of any mt of this Pale is dom 
Mr. Spepht, who tays CNote ca ctied to Plowiman’s Pele) hat 
he hual © (cene it in written band ta Johan Stow e's Ubrari¢ in 
S6a booke of Such anciquitie as tcuned to have been written 
** neare to Chaucer's time.” He docs nottiy thacit was eacns 
The Canterlyry Tavs. or that it had Chari ’s aaa to in We 
can therevore only judge of tt by the mternal evidence, aid 
upon that Lhave no forapie to declare my own opinion tbat 
it has not ihe leat recablanes to Choucer’s manager ouher oi 
writing or Una ii in his other Works. hous fe and Boc- 
cace have laughed . 0 tome of the abufes of alien and the 
Gitorders OF vecichatival perfons. it ts quibe werdible that ci- 
ther ca them, oresea aVickibre hindcin wotnd have tailed at 
the whole goveramcst of the churehin die tye ut this a ee 
man’s Pate. Ui tide Dec dlpeded lode iad attempt th lr 
times would not have borne; OUtIGIs orobagie Cait ricer 
‘though be has been promod ito Ure thavcce or Pr teitamicns 
Dy JOMe Zediods WES Vide ae oud ad Cade anne bet tis 
ubdcutanding and rank fme pave esac yooscn bis ae- 
cenity of aurictiar Car forlon, ous Ghul Toei how 
pore, canna!) Pe more kronely dik wicdateG a eit en 

your 


~ 
- ¢. 
te 
v. 
- 





a body.of Canterbury 

e 0d, the recital which 
Sersde in cos tat of itso fee ‘compolitions of 
Chaucer could properly he made by nobody but hin:- 
felf. U have printed it os found iin wf Afi, with 
a few correétions from other mf, and in the Notes 1 
fhall give the beft account that I can of it, 

‘Having thus gone through the feveral parts of The 
Canterbury ‘Tales which are printed in this edition, 
it may not be improper in the conclufion of this Dirt 
courfe to ftate fhortly the parts which arc wanting to 
complete the journey fo Canterbury ; of the reft of 
Chaucer's intended plan (as has been faid before) we 
have nothing: fuppofing therefore the numberof the 
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peét from the Knighte’s Yeman, the Tales wanting 
will be only thofe of the five City-mechanicks and the 
Ploughman. Itisnot likely that the Tales told by fuch 
charaétcrs would have been among the molt valuable 
of the fet, but they might, and probably would, have 
furved to link together thofe which at prefent are un- 
conneéted, and for that reafon it is much te be re- 
greitcd that they cither have been loft, or (as I rather 
belicvc) were never finifhed by the Author ( 33.) 


(33) When we recolle& that Chaucer's papers nruft In aff 
probalnlity have fallen into the hands of his (on ‘Thomas, who 
atthe time of his father's death was of full age, we can hardly 
doubt that all proper care was taken of them ; and if the ‘Tales 
in quettion had ever been inferted among the others, it isfcarce 
concelvable that they thould all have flipt out of all the copies 
of this Work of which we have any knowledge or information 
Nor ia there any fufficient ground for imagining that fo many 
‘Tales could have been fuppreffed by defign, though fuch a fup> 
poution may perhaps be admitted to account for the lofs of 
fome {muller paffages. See above, a. 8. 


5 ibid. aan, 
aaa we Np ONTES SETI Vi 
Sef TN TON HPAP eo Dies 
aged THT ey mI bem AP 


i ae ata) Li 0 ee on 
: eAvtunwes 


= Mf inthe ibrar Poe Trini College, N° R. 3, 5+ 
Ti. Ibid. NOR. 3. 45. ty-Collese, 3s 

‘Aft. 1,2. Two mil: lent to me by the late Dr. A(- 
ew the fecond has in it the arms of Henry Deane 
Archbithop of Canterbury, 1501—3. 

HA. A mf, lent to me by Edward Haiftwell Efq. 





Ct 





ceniv usr, Wee 
” if decemnlaalmigear ery meee 
"Web oh galt aida hn 

Gh. mi deed athe Pre oa 






Dipairfe, tec. § 73, and 

ferted Se 

Tisai wal hesctel 
ver. 1204, and. éniling (with 

breaks) at ver. £2610 in oh Panloner 's hale. 


WV. B. The edit. of Chaucer by Caxton and 
fon are cited by thefe abbreviations, ¢ 
1, 2—-Sp. and Urr. are put for the edit, by Sp 
and Unry—= iif Panes for the ‘tdit,,of: the. Prol 
and Knight’s Talein 1737.—Theother editt. are 
by their refpeétive dates ; if no date is mentioner 
reference i is to the edit, of 42 by Jone Reyne. 


= 
MERA te a 

(pe toEXTRACT. 

fe ‘Timothy Thomas's Prefacete eit Urry 1738, 


's which hadnotheen beforeprint- 
land: ‘inthis edition,andin 
the book in Reresere 


rine narnia ea pe on 

i ltl sere fe a 

| Peal A ah bere 

ithisedition, whichis 
irticular both with refpeét to the contents and 
lon of them, and alfo the names of the perfons 
thom they were borrowed, or by whofe means 
tre procured, an Abftra€t of which is thought 
tobe here inferted, not only toinform the reac- 
te advantages of this edition above the former 
ut alfotoinform any perfon that may hereafter 
akeanewedition of this Author where to make 

uiriesin ordertoafurtherimproveme i 
ithe firft place he mentions two mff. belonging 
ight Hon. the Earl of Oxfords one of them is 
folio, written on vellum in a fair hand, marked 
ii, and in the gloflary, H. i, containing The 
bury ‘Tales, butitis imperfeétin feveral places; 

“he 'Tale of Gamelyn (which wantsthe beg 
s fpoken by the Coke, and I he Coke's ‘Tale is 
ining-title of it. ‘The mf. begins thus, Here 
1b the book of The Tales of Caunte rburye compiled 
aie Chanciers, of Brytaym chef poets, Wthath the 





’ 





evi gxtaact, Se, 


it this note, Here cndenbibebosk Ofte Tales of Caunter 
pcanepglediby. Goffraie Chuncrrs 

Eh eee Mime a Tn cat 

‘be thetranteriver’s name. ’Thistpok has fome 


ceolaritjés in the orthography aif fok 3 (fo, 


jatotogthem,) 
inch wales weitay fnppofe that of 
ig het a a w dclyed 
Haddad nf. Seite writen 


vwelatn £18; Senaben 

aoe Pec eaceersene 
nf Ie, oe PLaed, 
‘Phe with df Bathy The Olérk of Daenford, ae THE 
Frankekdmythtod fkdtfiecetn thebegianiag fromthe 
_Priumadeticions, bah ded letters yf Trollasaisd ese 








which ate orirceq ini anothitr sind) isthls nate, whi 
sirens cobd acted: bp the writer of tHe ‘latter patt of 
fe, Vaprermign paral horehfiie dobnitacioltis ixdeitiinds 
freien: thar bree Grenivigths, Munilé $ui tetedl- 
megane, a mie ori fortune wteicorum ct lee 


3 ipa he doleribes two ch(f-whteh he 

shail borrolwedl of the worthy arid Icarnéd Dr. Sloat, 

“now Biv Haas Stonn, dne of them-written tin vellutif, 

thaotheron:paper: the fornicris itnperfeétat the be 

athnit; Aodenilanih the't'ale of the Nohne’s Preeft; 

at Brenan Legend of Gutaclyn, but lnpettea, as & 
isin other cia 








come, 


‘ail befides other imper. 
fon's Wale, but ‘The Le- 
isthere told by the Coke. 


Le os meng a tH nt 
Htc borrowed from the Hon. Cal. Hen. Warlely 
paper mf. imy pat the beginning and end, con= 
order. 
oe ‘in the royal library, one on vel- 
limyNP 1547, Lumley, which contains all the Tales 
with the Retradation. The flory of Gamelyn is thus 
Introduced (as it is in feveral other mil.) after that 
of The Unithrifty Prentice; 
‘But hereof woll I palfe as now, 
And of yong Gamelyn I will tell you. 
‘The Shipman's'Tale, by thetranfcriber's miftuke, is ix 
this mf. entitled’Phe Marchand’s Tale, The March- 
unt’s being before written in its proper place. 
8. ‘The other mf. in the royal library is om paper, 
ad contains the ‘Tales as in the other, but is much 
m in ‘The Manciple’s and Parfon's Tales. Before 
umelyn has it this rubrick, Here endeth The Tale of 
Cocky an tre fillet ancber Tale of the fume 


. 


re, another 
book wants ‘The Cokes 








coxxvili adtnact, tes 


alfo The Squire’sand The Marchaunt’s Tales, and is 
imperfect in the end, 

10, He borrowed of Mr. Norton’ of Southwick in 
Hampihire, by the favour of John Chicheley Bfq. a 
mf. which he gueffes tohave been written in the time 
of Richard if. the writing being very like thatin the 
patent of that king to Chaucer for 2 aed 
daily ; butit is moft miferably: 

. lebvestieing cutout Sn evety Pare obit) ried 
is (earce one "Vale or Prologuc entire, and particularly 
‘TheParfon's Talehas neither beginningnorend. The 
Legend of Gamelyn is introduced in this book by 
the famé verfes which have been before fet down out 
of the vellam book in the royal library. 

11. The Rev.and learned Dr. Jenkins, Mafter of 
St, John’s College in Cambridge, and Margaret Pro- 
fefior in that univerity, procured. from the jpublick 
library there a very fine mf. for hisperufal, in which 
tre. many legves wanting, which are fapplied bya mo~ 
dern hand (as he thinks) out of the printed books: ip 
hath before the Tales Chaucer's A, B, C, Litera de 
Scogan, Ballad drben Cénfcil,’s parm beginning 





Deamicaad amicum ré iV Beokisy ‘Treilusand Cres 
fiide: then follow the Tales in their order; but Mr. 
‘Umry does cot take aiatie of The Tale of Gamelyss 
nor the Retraétationinthisbook. After the Talesare 
the following poems ; The Legend of good Women, 
Legenda Cleopatre Regine, The Legend of Pyramis 
and Thifbe, The Legend of Dido Queen of Carthage; ' 
‘The Legend of Hipliphile and Medea, ‘Fhe Legend. 
of Lucrece of Rome, The Legend of Philomene, Tho 
Legend of Phillis, The Legend of Hypermneftre, The 
Parlement of Foulis ta die Sandi Valentini tent, Tho * 


a 


BasHests ao, 


apa hedioubts nd oak 
Fhomas. Occlese ona leaf of his book 


Sometyme the worlds fo fedfinfi ips. and 
a “tense ther en entitled "hale ina. 
‘Pe ‘J Chayoes’ stohisempty Pur 
ag af Troilus’s fongia the Grit ook of 


gives an account of a mf. of the late 
Bithop of Zly whigh ichad collated costaiaing all the 
‘Tales with Gamelynandthe Retradation, thusintro- 
duced at the end of The Parton's Tale, Here tazith the 
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13. ‘he Hon, Mrs. Thynne, widow of the Hon. 
Menry Vhynne Etq. fon to the late Lord Vifc. Wey- 
mouth, was pleafed to lend him a mf. purchafed by 
her, which had belonged to Mr. Long, a Prebendary 
of the church of Exeter. It is a fair book, but is im- 
perfectatthe beginningand end,and wantsThe Coke’s 
‘Tale and that of Gamelyn; but this defect is foffici- 
ently compenfated by the addition of two new pieces, 
not extant in any of the other mff. which are there 
injerted between the Tale of the Chanon’s Yeman 
and Chaucer’s Tale of Mclibeus, e=.'The Adventure 
ofthe Pardoner and the Tapfter at the Inn in Canter- 
bury, and The Merchant’s Tale in the pilgrims’ re- 
turn from thence, of which more hereafter. 

14. The laft mf menticned by Mr. Urry is a fair 
and perfcét one, borrowed from Sir Nicholas L’Ef- 
trange. This he fays was the beft preferved of any he 
had feen, and not deficient in any leaves that he had 
obterved. He fuppofes it had been Sir Henry Spel- 
man’s, by the chara¢ters of Sr H.S. on the outfde of 
the cover, the book having been newly bound in 1623. 
He gives no farther account of it, but that it contains 
the following ‘Tales, which being not fet down as in 
his defcription of the other mff. it fhould feem he did’ 
not live to go through it. 

With thete helps Mr. Urry had madc feveral correc- 
tionsthroughout the createft part of Chaucer's Works, 
und had prepared a fair copy forthe prefs, written part- 
Jy in his own hand and partly by Mr. Ainfworth, to 
the endofThe Frankelein’s'Vale. He alfo printed pro- 
potals for fubfcriptions fomc time before his death, 
which happencd in March r714. 

Tn the propoials it was pubtihhed that three newTales 
of this Author, never yct printed, were recovered, and 
would be added to this edition, by which were cer- 
tainly meant’Vhe Coke’s'Tale of Gamclyn, ‘The Mer- 


CERIN Ud Lee gate hil ventana — 
repeisitcetatetn sma! ech 
are! and fhould have'come after it, asanin+ 
trod sn yea ao 


were a fair mf. wl Behe ted in 
Poste ore 


= 


per, 


variations, fome of them which affeét the tte being 
noted in the gloffary as occafion offered I (hall only 
make a few remarks out of them in this place. 
© De Synedriis Ebracorum. Amft. 1679, be li. c. 25 § ili. po 
360. + S0it ininmy. Ch. a 
rn Ce 
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ccandi we FRATT; t2A 


: The wader porhpepet he ph 
which wy. 64 wade up one of thule atenniy: - 


t ‘Teka fede Ying ichetyh TOE be nw. 
; itu: thie conser 


. feeme ea. A 

Nimoatt ie pow" 1 io: thai w024 
Le. “For to irybgo ase adoan. Jowpe aaidahe. i. 
Aad en 5 ¥50, dre ties fein CR 
Holden Well Pentetinwh af 


Jad aet-3 GE Mohia” P 


t Gaye ue nae Uhrig uns aedguon. 


That comen to@ainelyny f°" ai peered 
Ware keperie of tile places. ...0 0.2 ka oe? 
Wer. $49, 3435 romtgens Ge pnnra, 


After ver. 555, ‘aif Go b, proceed this, “hock... 

‘And feyde have Gamelyn, thee ring and the rae. 

.. Far-thee bette yo Jere, that qverq Bere cama, ;_ 

thus Waa, & wm 
which nay be made very good ir with very bi 
alteration; =. 
* Jnftead, of : bee, ver, 647, thould bexeed heh 
quarrel, debate, tc. See Gower’s Conf Amat. i 
fol. 49 b bqgit.t5s4e os... 
* Ver, 796, May be realy. ie a hae 
. Of Aifere. plows land che praives-[ ti wer. 71 at 
Awttead UF Bonde web: 865, H7."b hath bead ; PAE 

Ch. hath it handoff, Wi ver. 974 Both mit watt 
whith is only an explanation of woriBe. _atety 
ver. 119%, fhould foliow;'5 

Adan feytte Gamelyn, - 

What ben riow thy redis? 

Here comith the Shiregereve, 

And wouldé haveout hédis. poe ot 

Adam feydetaGamelyn , 6 te 4 

My rede is pow this, (Hc. 


rE 





LExTRACT; We. ecmxziii 
iffy ver. r226,the mi. have fees and ver. 


Photeonteth and ver, 1629, Aad soit 
ee legac tere 
‘them be thus read 5 
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the Juitice, te. 
ithe moft material amendments that 
feral 





“nee fe m{f. Tdoubt not but many 

chee may be made by an exattcolla- 
the mif. whercin this Tale is to be found 
verylittle tobeaddcd to what hasbeen aid 
berning the other two pieces added in this 
sthey areprinted from the fingle mf.of Mrs. 
le Feader isto expeétao more thanan exact 
from it, which Mr. Ainfworth affured me 
de. It may (perhaps with fame thew of re 
peéted that Chaucer was not the author of 
alaterw may have taken the hint 
6 of the Prologues, 
e ales in their return 
jbutasto that the reader multbeleft to his 
tent. But fuppofing they were not writ by 
¢,weare however obliged to Mr, Urry'sdili- 
adingout and publithing twoancient poems 
thy our nd they have as good a 




































ccxtxti EXTRACT, fa 


. The reader will obferve a lacuna after werfe 477, 
which may Le made up out of thole mil. this; 
Thanhe feyde yong Camelyh 
Unto the champioun, 
"thou art faite aboute 
For to brynge me adoun. 


And ver. §30, 53%, are thus read in mf: Cb, 
Tire werén two gentellmen, 
God yeve hem pode grace, 
That comen to Gamelyn, 
Were keperis of the place. 
Ver. 540, SATS 


Thanne fevde the champioun, 
So browke I my fwere. 


After ver. §55, m/f: CA. proceed thus; 
And feyde have Gamelyn, thee ring and the ram 


For thee befte wraftelcre, that evere here cam. 
And thus wan, Ge. 


which may be made very good metre with very little 
alteration. 

Inftead of befle, ver. 647, thould be read chef, i. 
guarrel, debate, &Fe. See Gower’s Conf. dmaat. |. ih 
fol. 49, b. edit. 15.64. 

Ver. 706, may be read, 

Of titene plowis land the prow’. [Ste wer. 715.) 


Inftead of Aone, ver. 665, £7. 1, hath dovad ; but mf 
CA. hath it bandefuft. In ver. 972 both mil, want be, 
which is only an explanation of zaerise. After rout, 
vir, 1192, fhould follow ; 


Adam feyde Gamelyn, 
What ben now thy redis? 
Here comith the Shirepereve, 
And woulde have our hedis. 
Adam feyde to Gamelyn 
My rede is now this, Zs. 


EXTRACT, €5'e. GCEXXiN 


Inftead of fay, ver. 1226, the mf. have fee ; and ver. 
1413, Both bufbande and wif ; and ver. 1629, And with 
the juftice fpeke. And ver. 1692 and the following ver- 
fes may out of them be thus read ; 

Gamelyn fette hym adoun 

In the Juttic’is fete, 

And Adam and Ote his brother * 

Settyn at his fete. 

Whanne Gamelyn was fette 

In the Juftic’is ttede, 

Will ye herin ofa bourde, 

‘That Gamelyn [tho] dede? 

He lete t¢ fetre the Juftice, &5’c. 
Thefc are fome of the moft material amendments that 
may be made out of thefe mf. I doubt not but many 
more as confiderable may be made by an exaét cclla- 
tion of all the m{f. wherein this Tale is to be found. 

There is very little tobe addcd to what hasbecn faid 
before concerning the other two pieces added in this 
edition. Asthcy are printed from the fingle mf. of Mrs. 
Thynne the reader isto expect no more thanan cxact 
tranfcript from it, which Mr. Ainfworth aflured me 
he had made. It may (perhaps with fome fhew of rca- 
fon) be fufpected that Chaucer was not the author of 
them, but alaterwriter, who may have taken the hint 
from what is fuggefted in ver. 796 of the Prologues, 
that the pilgrims were to tell Tales in their return 
homewards; butasto that the reader mult be left to his 
own judgment. But fuppofing they were not writ by 
our Author, weare however obliged to Mr. Urry’ sdili- 
gence for finding out and publithing twoancicnt pocais 
not unworthy our perufal; and they have as good a 

* H. 1, hath thefe verfes thus; 

And Sir Ote bis brother By hyrn, and .Adam <° his fete. 

t Se it is in m/f. Ch, 

Ly 
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Lory. Put Peo net perecive thar ce had made any 
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Lat PRAM Was pr 


e 
lating have Scand anv Mateab actly 


wis Drave inticteathem in the zglorary. Wher Dmade 
ts nie of it tdtd nor knew to whom it bclonccd, 


> oe =. ee 7 oY we ad - ak 
ac caer elev quested! wf in Saw To Te ee mt mtic nod a* 


{N° 140,] in the ‘Arundelian collection beloneing 
the Royal Society, which is the only mf, there that 
contains any of our Author's works. This is mention- 
ed here to prevent any future lofs of time in fearching 
amongftthofe mff.for the continuation of TheSquier’s 
‘Tale, which fome have pretended to have been com- 
plete in Arundel-Houfe library *; nor is it likely the 
® Phillips's Theatrum Pact. patt te R- Sts 
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rGovete afd AUekeTignes,: and 
ngs; hain courfeand operation-oucly 


ofhature. This (peech oF languages after the eonfa- 
fon of tongues feat By God's punithment for pride 
atroganeic of people, tnith been by acertaine in 
Mlidét sivekdifpolition haturall dévifed and inivented in 
fanthiie pares of the wolld as fellowhipps o¢company- 
tigs of fol's onfe WRK andther chanced,” much to 
+ Outward exprellingst the thing iA word ot found, 
Secbrding to that whereof He had meaning ur fenifi- 
tation; but th priveNe of timve, by ditigente or! po! 
of people, after divers formes, figatds, anil’ Linyire 
fiohs, in metall, barks of trees, ad other matter ul 
Yor memoric and kriowledee of thyngs thea pretint 
ot paffed, findry letters or ckredtes were AF athong 
the Phenites de¥ikd dnd found, with fiich knittin: 
and joynings of ott tanother, by'a narvellids fab- 
tiltie and craft, as countctvciled was and isequivalent, 





COxExVIL DEDICATION, (5c. 


which at the heginning was ufed to be declared by 
mouth only, came to fuch point that it was as fenfibly 
and vively expreffed in writing. Hereupon enfued a 
great occafion and courage untothem that fhould write 
to compone ard adorne the rudenefle and barbarietie 
of ipeech, and to forme it to an cloquent and ordi- 
nate perfection, whereunto many, and many great 
pocts andoratours, have highly employed their ftudics 
and courages, leaving thereby notable renoume of 
themie] ves,andexample perpctuell totheir pofteritie. 

Amonges other the Greekes in all kinds of iciences 
feemed foto prevaile, and fo to ornate Lhcirtongue, as 
yet by other of right noble languages cannat be per- 
fitely imitated or tollowed. ‘The Latines, by example 
of the Greekes, have gotten or wonnetothem noimall 
glorieinthe forming, order,anduttering,ofthattongue; 
out of the which two, if it be well fearched, thatis to 
fay, Greek and Latin, (though by corruption of fpeech 
it fhould feem much otherwife) have been derived the 
rcfidue of the languages that be written withthe letters 
orcareétes of cither of them both. But of all fpeeches 
thofe which moft approach to the Latine be the Ita- 
lian and Spanith tongues, of whome the one by the cor-~ 
ruption of the Gothes and Longobardes had her be- 
ginning, as Latine fpoken by ftrangers of a barbare 
underftanding ; the other, being alfo Latine, was by 
Vandales, Gothes, Moorcs, Saracens, and other, fo 
many times blemifhed, as marveile it is to fee now 
unto what perfe@ion thefe two formed cut of the La- 
tine and Barbare fpeeches be reduced. Next unte 
them in fimilitude to the Latin is the Frcnch tongue, 
which by diligence of people ofthe Jame is in few years 
pafled fo amended, as well in pronunciation as in writ- 
ing, that an Englithman, by a {mall time exercited in 
that tongue, hath not lacked ground to make a gram- 


Clintcer jit -swhoge Worked i fo tounitelt-Gomprobac 
aera nob paw cae thee 
and feiences, fuch Fruitfulnefs in’ wordes, well accor~ 
dyngeto the ‘matter and purpofe; fo fwete and ple= 
‘ian fetsicosySich pordetod ikmetres the compe? 
fition fo ada 
in open 
ftyles lacking neither oat nemediocritie coven= 
able indifpofition, and:fueh tharpnefie or quicknetic 
Sas couilidhon( that such to be wiavailed how ie 
hystyme (when dontleffe all good letters were laide 
aflepe throughout the warld, as the thinge whiche ei 
ther by the difpofition and influence pf the bodi 
bore, or by other ordinaunce of God, feemed like and, 
was in daunger to have utterly perithed) fueh an x= 








time of the A (ia. ifaw asa pare and fine: 
tried precious or polithed jewel, out of a rude on. in~ 
digeft matle or matere) none could to my thinkin 
oceur that fince or in the time of Chanccr was or is, 
fufficient but only your Majefty roiall, which by dif~ 
cretion and judgement, as molt abfolute in witedome 
and all kinds of doétrine, could, and of his innate cle- 
manele and goodneffe would, adde or give any autho- 
ricie hereunto. 

For this caufe, moftexcellent, and inal vertues moft 
preftante Prince, I as humbly proftrate before your 
kingly eftate, lowly fupplie and befeech the fame that 
it woll vouch{afe to take in good part my poore ftudie 
and defirous minde in reducing unto light this fo pre- 
cious and necefiarie an ornament of the tongucof this 
our realme, over-pitous to have been in any point 
Ii rated’ or ucglected; fo that under the field ot 

Volume I, x 





ecxlii DEDICATION, €'c. 


your moft royal protection and defence it may 
forth in publick, and prevaile over thofe that would 
hlemifh, deface, and in many things clearely abolith, 
the laud, renoume, and -glorie, heretofore compared 
and meritorioufly adquired by divers princes, and o- 
ther of this faid moft noble ifle, whereunto nat onely 
{traungers under pretext of high learning and know- 
ledge, of their malicious and perverfe mindes, but al- 
fo fome of your owne fubje€ts, blinded in follie and 
ignoraunce, doe with great ftudie contend. 

Mott gracious, victorious, and of God moft ele&t ~ 
und worthie Prince, my moft dread foveraigne Lord, in 
whom of very merite, dutie, and fucceffion, is renned 
the glorious title of Defenfor of the Chriften Faith, 
which by your noble progenitour, the great Conftan- 
tine, fometime King of this realme and Emperour of 
Rome, was next God and his apoitles cheefly main- 
tained, corroborate, and defended. Almighty Jefuifend 
to your Highneffe the continuall and everlafting. ha- 
bundaunce of his infinite grace. Amen. 


ind pller of our faith, and werriour | 
‘Againe of herefies the bitter gall, 

Doe forth, doe forth, continue your firecour, 
Hold up Chriftis banner, let it not fall, 





‘This ile or this had ben but Hetheneffe 
Nad be of your faith the force and vigour 5 
And yet this day the fiendis crabbedneffe 
Wenith fully to catch a time and houre 
Tohave on us your lieges a fharpe thoure, 
And to bis fervitude us knitte and thrall; 
But aye we truft in you our protedtour, 
On your conftaunce we awaitin all. a4 
Commaundith that no wight have hardineffe, 
Oworthy King! our Chriften emperour, 
Ofthe faith to difputin more or leffe 

aly emonges peple: her errour 


cesliv To THE KING, te, 


Springeth all day, and engondrith ramour,’ 
‘Makith duch law, and for ought may befall . 
‘Obferve it wele, thereto be ye do€tour: = * 

Doth fo, aod God in gloric thall you fall, gh 


Ye Lordts che! Thining in nobile'fuirie, 
“fo which appropred is the mair ifs nee 
7 Chi iti ie eee of his ae . 
Shove on aiiil putiis foes to utter = fe 
God wolde {band fo wel irae ines 5 

{Wo the two aye puikith you yourdewte ; 
“Who fo nit Kejeth this double: 

Of merite and hoyour naked ishe, 











es 


‘Your ftile fayith trhat) ye ben focs to thame; > 
Now kith of your fiith the pale ef r + 
In which an hepe of us ben halt and tame, 
Our Chriften Kis ‘of Englonile and of Praunet, 
And ye my Lordis with your alliaunee, 
And othit Talthlal peple that there be - 
*Trult I to God thall quench’al this noifance, 
And this lond fet in high profperite, 


Conqueftot high Proweffe is for to tame 

"The wild wodeneffe of all this mifcreaunce 3° 

“it to the tote daily Tepe, e that fame.’ | 

pen nat this, But for plefaunec 

o\nd his mother, anid in Tignifiaunce 

"That ye ben ofSaint George's livere, 

Voth him fervice and knightly obelfiunce, © 

For Cliriftis.caufe is his well knowin ye. 4 


Fy le 








sl 





Stiffe (and in that, and ye fhalf greye and grate 
‘The for to pece, the norice of diftaunce + 
That now is erneit turne it into yame 5 
Now kithe of your beleve the conttaunces 


r 
RIGHT GOODLY.QuESTIONS, 'c, ctxlv 
veh peeersite ‘in remembrance, 





Sree the mightic habindaunce ry 
i in fihtull nites 64 


Eight gaily Quflns with thin Anfwers *. 
Seee ee cacacsege tae, 


‘The firft queftion was, What erthly thing 

Is beft and unto God moft commendable ? 

‘The firft clerke anfwered without tarying, 

A mann’is foule ever firme and ftable 

In right, Cand] from the trouth not variables 

But now alas! full fore may we wepe, 

For covetife hath broughte trouth afleepe, 4 


‘The fecond, What thing is moft odious? 
A double mati, fayed the philofopher, 
With virgint face anda taile venomous, 
With a fair view and a falfe profer, 

A corrupt carien in a golden tree, 


+ Septem Saplentum Sententize apud Aifor. 


Bias Prieneus, 

‘Quenam fiimma toni? Mens que Obl confela re€tl, 
Yeraiciev homial quae maxima? Solus homo alter. 
‘dives? Qui nil cuplat. Quis pauper? Avarun, 
‘Que dos matrons: pulenerrima! Vite pudica. 
‘Que cats UN? De qua mentic! fatod veretur, 
‘Quod prudentis opus? Quem pet, nolle noceres 
‘Qiud Aulth proprium ’ Non pofle et velle nocerc. 


BN 4 


















celxvi =- BIGHT GOODL.Y QUESTIONS, OFA 


It is a mron@er tn natures finage 
Onc man to havin a double vifige. ay 


The third, Cqueftion] What is the befte-dowet 

‘That may be to a wife apprepriate ? 

zAclene life, was the clerkis anfwer, 

Without finne; all-chafte, amd inviolate, 

From all deceits and {peches inornate, 

Or countenaunce which fhall be to difpife :. 

No fire meke, and then no {moke woll arife. 28 


The fourth queftion, [was] What maiden may 
Be called clene in chattitie? 

"The fourthe clerke anfwered, Which alway 

Every creature is afhamde on to lie, 

Of whom men rcporten great heneftie. 

Good maidens kepe youre chaftitic forth, 

And remember that good name is gold worth. 38 


[The fifth] Who’ is a pore man ever full of wo? 

A covetous man which is a nigon, 

He that in his herte can never fay ho; 

The more gode the leffc diftribution ; 

"The richer the worfe of condition: 

Men in this coaft clepen him a niggard, 

[And] Sir Guy the bribour is his {teward. 42 


{The fixth] Which is a rich man without fraud? 

He that canne to his gode futfife ; 

‘Whatever he hath he yeveth God the laud, 

And kepeth him clene fiom all covetife ; 

He defires nothing in ungodly wife ; 

His body is here, his mind is above ; 

Mc is a rich man, for God doth him love. 49 


aa) g83 Jot ect 


w faith faye ia 
fad ciaicnerare 
‘And 


robberie is holde 
And lecherie is holde folace, 
"Phew thall the lond of Albion: 
Be brought to great confufion. 


Tr falleth for a gentleman 

To fay the beft that he can 

Alwaies in mann’is absence, 

‘And the footh in his prefen 

It commeth by kind of gentil blood 

To caft away all hevinefle 

‘And gather togither wordis good ; 

“The werke of wifdome beareth witneffe. 8 
* So this Ranza is entitled in a book in the Aihmolean mus 

feum, N° 6986, 731, p. 163. 
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eckl vill THE READER TO CHAUCER. 


The Reader to Geffrey Chaucer, prefixed to Speght’s edit. 
of 1603. 


; READER. 
Wuesce haft thon dwelt, good Geffrey, all this while 
Unknown to us, fave only by thy bookes ? 

Cu. In haulksand hearnes, God wot! and in exile, 
Where none vouchfaft to yeeld me words or lookes, 
Till one which faw me there, and knew my friends, 
Did bring me forth : fach gracefometime God fends. 6 

Reap. But who is he that hath thy bookes repair’d, 
And added moe, whereby thou art more graced? . 

Cu. The felfe fame man who hath no labor fpar’d 
To helpe what time and writers had defaced, 

And made old words, which were unknown of many, 
So plaine that now they may be known ofany. 12 

Reap. Well fare his heart : Ilove him for thy fake, 
Who for thy fake hath taken all this pains. 

Cu. WouldGod I knewfome meansamends to make, 
That for his toile he might receive fome gains. 
But wot ye what ? I know his kindneile fuch 
‘That for my good he thinks no pains too much. 18 


that rare wit 
‘wrverfe, which doth A} 
(Then Chaucer live, for Til thy ve 
‘'T" unborne poets, which life and ihe will give 
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IN FOURTEEN VOLUMES. 


HE MISCELLANEOUS PIECES 


rom Urry’ Eaithon 17245 


THE CANTERBURY TALES 


Fram Trewin Baithon 1775, 








‘Grete well CHAUCER whan ye mete— 

(Of ditees tnd of mses eladey 

“ne whieh hen ssa0e, 

“Thelondeullaited is overt coweR. 
‘My aisifler CHAUCERchlefe poete nf Bretayne--— 

‘Whom al thislande Febuside nf ry ght preferrey 

‘Sith of ourlangage he wasthelode-Rerre—— 

‘That made fir todyyllezae rayne 

‘rhe galt dewe dropya nf fpecheand eloquence 
Into our tange thrugh hls exeetlenc LYDGATE, 
"The honour of Englt tongs dede-—- 

My mayfler CHAUCER, floare of eloguence, 

Mirmwor of fruftiousentendement, 







occLeve. 
rs8ili CHAUCER, prineipall paete but pere, 

ly jrumpet, orlege and regslezey 

An eloguene: balme, condiCt and dial, 

Mylky fountane, cleo frand, and ria 

“OF frefene encite tneow DOUGLAS. 
‘O reverend CUAUCEL rote of rethouris al, 

Asin o0re toung Rourimperiat 

‘That raifein Brittanc ev dis right 

“Thou heir of Makers ne teiumiphs royal, 

‘The feefehe enamiit termes eelellal. 

“This munter couth haifiluminit full beichty 

“War tho nocht, uf oat Ingle all ne Tight, 

Surmounting every toung terveltiall 

Astaras 3 
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CANTERBURY TALES, viz. 


PROL.TOCANT: TALES, THEREVES TALE, 

THERNIGHTES TALE, |) THECOKES TALE, 

THE MucLeRES TALE, THE MANOFLAWES TALE, 
es Bra i4, 





















Bot matheles cermin 
ean right wie mu thrifty Tale fain, 

‘Bot CHAUCER, ((haogh he can but lewedly 
Om metres ad va rial crafily) 
ath fayd tem in friche Logi as he ean 
OF olde times as 

Andi he have vot 





ALES, Urs 1465, 

tan CHAUCE I, wel . 

‘on Fane's eternal head-rols worthy tobe Bex 

(014 Dan Gellrey,in whote genutefyrient 

‘Uhe pure well-head uf poetry aid dwellen= 

Me whilf he vet was the foveraigne head 

OF Mephertealin- « SPENSER, 
OU CUAUCER, nike themorning Mary 

‘Vous ifenversuay fonratery 

ie ight hfe sits and eloads fly" 

Which ourdark nation long vavolydy 

Rut hedefcondiny tothe fades 

Darkne!s san the ageinsates DENHAM. 
CUAGKIH, ban arhe fll with harmony infarm'd 
‘Telanguaze ak ue bat Meco Doi legene ACh 

fie fang beee ur msgid Moan the wiles 

OF hoate 


Him whoin umes 
Darleand untaupt began with charming verfe 


aAKessipr, 
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THE CANTERBURY TALES. , 


THE PROLOGUE, 


W uanye that April with his thouresfo 

"The droughte of March’ i persed ret i 
And bathed every veinein fwiehe licour, 
(Of whiche vertue-engendred is theMoues "© 
Whan Zephiraseke with hisforsbrete=\"" | 5 
Enlpired hath in every holt and/hethe 
‘The tendre croppet,and the'yonge futine) 6 t 
Hath in the Rami his halte coure'pronuie) » 

And fmale fovlesimakentielodie, 

‘That flepen alle night withopen eye, 10 
So priketh hem wature in hir corages, 

‘Than longen folk:to gon on-pilgrimagesy 

And palmeres for to fekten ftrange firondes, ” 

‘To ferve halwes couthe fit fondry loridess “"" -" 





For a grammatical and metrical analyfie of the firttcighteen 
Unes fee the Efsy, We. p. 167—170. 

‘. 8. Hath in the Ram) Rather the Bolte. Seé the reafons inl 
the Difcourfe, (Se. p. 197. 

¥.14. And palineres) The dierent forts of piigrims are thus 
diftinguithed by Dante, Vita nu7::2,. 89, Chiamanti Palm 
«eri, inquanto-vanag oltra mare, zande molte volte recano, 
6° Ia palmas—Peregrini,inquanto vanno alla cafa di Galizia 5 
4+ omc, inquanty vanno a Rona.” But he fpeaksasan Ita 
lian, Chaucer fzems to consider all pilgrims to for 
palnety. 














ree 
6 ‘Ter rnotocuE, 


And fpecially from every thire’s ende 

Of Englelond to Canterbury they wende, 
‘The holy Blifefal martyr for to feke 

"That hem hath bolpen whan that they were fcl 

Befelle that in that fefon ont 2 day, 

In Southwerk at The Taherd sn I ley,. 
‘Redy to wendexjon my pilgrimage 

‘To Canterbury with devoute corage, 

At night was come inte that beficirie 
‘Wel nine-and-twenty in = compagnie 

Of fondry folk, by aventare yfalle - 

In felawthip, and pilgrimes were they alle 
‘That toward Canterbury wolden ride. . 
‘The chambres and the ftables weren wide, 
And wel we weren efed atte beite. 

‘And thortly when the fonne was gon to refi 
So hadde | fpoken with hem everich on, 
"That I was of his felawthip anon, 

And made forward erly for to rife, 
"To take oure way ther as I you devife. 

Bat natheles while | have time and fpace, 

Or that I forther in this Tale pace, 


4.20. The Tabard] See Mr, Speght’s note, as cited 
Diftourfe, Wen. 6. * 
¥. a9. wel—eed] Bienaifts. "The later French utage 
fing. and aifes plur. unaccented, feems to be a corrupt! 
‘¥. 33- And made forward) More properly forword. | 
Jew, ver. R31, 50, $4, from the Sax. fore-eword,promtfe 
(contratied from maked) is a dffyllable, See ver. 4361. 








‘Totellen you alle the condition | 

Ofeche ofhem,foasitfemedme, = 

And whiche they weren,andofwhat degre;  4¢ 
And cke in what araie that they were inne; s 
And ata knight than wolDfirfe Keginne. t 
A Kriple hes isteesaars why 20, 
‘That fro the time that: 


Ler ne Ag 





43. 4 Knight] The courte of adventures of our Koight 
nay be illuftrated by thote ofa real knight of Chancer's age, 
‘nto (for any thing that appears to the contrary) might have 
been upon this very pilgrimage hisepitaph isin Leland’s Jin. 
Wels p. 141 5 4 Key gittle noble et vaillant Chivaler Mathew 
“de Gourney, to'c.——qui en fa vie fs a la bataille de Ben.t- 
“ maryn, et ala apres ala fiege d’Algezie fur les Sarazines et 
aud a les batatlles de PEfelute, de Creffy, de Deyngenetie, 
“de Peyteres, de Nazare, d'Ozrey et a plufours autres batail 
“eset affeges en les quex il gaigna nobiement graunt ios et 
* honour." —He died in 1406 at the age of ninty-fix. Why 
‘Chaucer thonld have chofento bring his kr 
dria and Lettowe rather than from Crefly and Poitiers 
blein difficult to refolve, except by fuppoting that the fi 

fervices againtt infidels were in thofe days more honourable 
an the moftfjlendid vidtories over Chritians. 
+¥. 48. ferre] i. ¢.ferer, the comparative of fer, far. So 
CRuucer ules derre for derer, the comparat, of dere, dear, 
LSr. 14505 Ther n’asno man that Theteus bath ders 
"Srrer fis ufed at length by Peter of Langt it, and jo172 4 


mali ities 


















$ THE PROLOGUE. 


As well in Criftendom as in Hetheneffe, 

And ever honoured for his worthineffe.. 5° 
At Alifandre he was whan it was wonne: 

Ful often time he hadde the bord begonne 

Aboven alle nations in Prace: 

In Lettowe hadde he reyfed.and in Ruce, 


¥. 51. At Alifandre] Alexandria in Fgypt was won (and ime 
mediately after abandoned) in 1365 by Pierre de Lufignan. 
King of Cyprus. ‘The fame prince, foon after his acceffion to 
the throne in 1352, had takcn Satalic, the ancient Attala; and 
in another expedition, about 1 367, he made himéelf mafter of 
the town of Layasin Armenia. Compare! Memoire fur les outie 
rages de Guillaume: de Machaut. Acad. des Inf. t. xX. p. 426, 
432, and Memsire fur la vie de Philippe de Maisicres ,t. xvii. 
Pp. 493. Sec alfo Froifarr, v. iil. p. 21. Walfingham mentions 
the taking of Alexandria, Ep. 18e,}] and adds, ** Interfoeruut 
“< autem huic captioni cum rege Cypriz plures Anglicl ct A- 
“s quitanici, referentee tam hi Angliam quam in Aquitaniany 
** nannos aureos et holofericos, fplendorefque gemmarum exe 
* oticoa, in teRimontum tanta vicoriz.” 

%. §3. be hadde the bord bezonne----in Pruce.] Ue had been 
placed at the head of the table, the ufual compliment to ex- 
traordinary merit, as the commentators very propetiv explain 
it. When our military men wanted employment it was ufaal 
for them to go and ferve in Prufe or Pruffia with the Knights 
of the ‘Teutonick order, who were in a ftate of conftant-war- 
fare with their tieathen neighbours in Lettowe, (Lithuania) 
Rufe, (Ruffia) and elfewhere. A Pagan king of Lettowe is men- 
tioned by Walfingham, p. 180, 342. 

v.54. revied) ‘This is properly a German word. Kilian i 
v. Reyfon, ** iverfacere---et Ger. militare, facere Aipendium. 
The editions ‘except M.) and feveral miff. have changed it int 
ridden, which indeed feems to have Leen ufed by Chaucer 
the tame fone cer. 48. 


‘THE PROLoGuE. 9 


en man fo ofte of his degre: ws 
ade-at the fiege eke haidde he be . 
fir, and ridden iri Belmarie = “i 
‘s was he,/and at Satalie, 
ley were wonne; and in the Grete fee 
ranoble armee hadde hebes 60 
In Gernade) The city.of Algezir was taken frem the 
ing of Granada in 1344. Mariana, [1. xvi. c. 14,] & 
et perfors of diftindion who came to affiftat the fiege 
‘ames particularly “ de Inglaterra, con licentia del 
uardo, los Condes de Arbid, y ¢e Soluzber," which 
‘we may fafely interpret to mean the Earls of Derby 
uty. Knighton fays that the Ear! of Dettiy was there, 








warie:] teannot find any country of this name 
hentick geographical writer. Froiffart [V.iv. c. 23,] 
he kingdoms of Africa ; */Thunes, Horsley 
ine, ‘Tremeffen " and Chaucer [v-1773] 
tas producing lions, The battle of Benamarin, m 
Sir M.Gourney’s epitaph, fs faid by a late author of 
‘panna, po 735. T, to have been fo called ** por hae 
Jado vencidoen ella Aibohacen, Rey de Marruccos, 
xe de Ahen Marin.” Pethaps, therciore, the do 
tat fannily in Afria might be called abufively Bena~ 
d by a further corruption Belmarie. 
be Grete fee) Thisis generally underftood to mean 
but I doubt whether the name of Mare 
ven to that fea by any other nation befide the 
Mandeville, p. 89, cails that part of the S 
A which wathes the coafl of Patefline * the Grete 
appellation which it might pofibly have acquired 
‘Ainguita it from the two inland feas ‘as they were 
¥y ltyled) the fea of ‘Tiberias and the Dead fea.----In 
3 the Grekifh fee, a reading to which I thould have 


EO THE PROLOCUE. 


At mortal batailles hadde he hen fiftene, 
And foughten for our faith at ‘Tramiffene 
In liftes thries, and ay flain his-fo. 

This ilke worthy Knight hadde ben aifo 
Sometime with the Lord of Palatie 65 
Agen another Hethen in ‘Curkie, 

And evermore he hadde a fovereine pris, 
And though that he was worthy he was wile, 
And of his port as meke as isa mayde, 
He never yet no vilanie ne fayde 79 
In alle his lif unto no manere wight : 
He was a veray parfit gentil knight. 
But for to tellen you of his araiec, 
His hors was good, but he ne was not gaic. | 
Of fuftian he wered a gipon 75 
Aile befmotred with his habergcon, 
For he was late ycome fro his viage, 
And -wente for to don his pilgrimage. 


was fometimes called Mare Greecum, Hoved. p. 799. Sv Brac- 
ton fpeaks of Effoigns, “ de ultra et de citra Mare Greccruin,” 
1. v. tr. 2,¢. 3. The fee cf Grece is ufed in the fame fenfe by 
Chaucer himfelf, ver. 4834. And in Jfumbras, tol. 139, b. 
**“Pyl he come to the Grekes fee.” 

¥. 60. noble armee] Uhave printed this as the moft intclf- 
gible reading, though I am not quite fatisficd with it; the mit. 
have armeé, aryve, and ryver. 

Y. 68. the Lord of Palatiey Pa\athia in Anatolia, Sp. The na- 
ture of his lordihip may be explained from FroiM. v. iii. c. 223 
he gives an account there of feveral Hauts Baronsin thofe parts 
who kept poffeftion of their lands paying a tribute to the ‘Purk; 
he names particularly le Stre de Sathatie, le Sire de la Palice, 

bt le Sire dc Haute-Loce. 





‘THE PROLOGUE. od 


‘With him ther washis fone,alyonge Sguiery | 
A loverandalufty bacheler, to" 
‘With lockes crullas they werelaide in preffes 
Of twenty yere of agehe was geffe. 
Of his Mature he was of even lengthe, 
And wonderly deliver, and grete of ftrengthe;- 
And he hadde befometime inchevachie 85 
Im Flaundres, in Artois, and in'Picardie, : 
‘And borne him wel, as of fo litel fpace, 
|i hope to ftonden im his ladies grace. 

Embrouded washe, asit were a mede 
Alle full of fresthe floureswhiteand rede: 9 
Singing he was or floyting alle the day; 
He was as fresfhe as is the moneth of Mi 
Short-was his poune, with fleves long and wide ; 
‘Wel cbuile he fitte on hot, and fayre ride: 





¥. 84. deliver] Nimble; (0 below, ver. 15422, deliverive 
inlnbly :. the word ie plainly formed from the Fr, libre. ‘The 
Traliane ufe fuelto of cial in the fame fenfe. 

W. 85. inehevacbie] Chevauebée, French. It mot property 
‘meang ax oxpedition witha fall party ofcarary but soem 
fed generally for any military expedition. Hollinthed-calle 
arede. 

*¥. 89. Rmbrouded] Embroldered,srom the Fr. brader, oni= 
tnally Border. 

‘¥. 91. foyting) Playing on the flute j fo in 2 Filly #33, 

‘And many a flolte ad litlyns horne 

“And pipes made of grene enrme 
“The firk fyllable for a time retained the broad found of 
riginal, See Ju Cange, Blauta, Kilian, Fluyte. In forme gopics tt 
is changed to forwting. 





i THE PROLOGUE. 


He coude fonges make, and wel endite, 95 
Jufte and eke dance, and wel pourtraie and write : 
So hote he loved, that by nightertale 
He flep no more than doth the nightingale : 
Curteis he was, lowly and fervifable, 
And carf before his fader at the table. 100 
SA Yeman hadde he, and fervantes no mo 
At that time, for him luite to ride fo, 


¥- 97. nightertale) Night-time, from the Sax. nilvera del, 
nodurna portio. Lydgate ules nightertyme. Traged. fol. 141, 
b. 156, b. 

Y. 100. .4ad carf before bis fader} The practice of quires 
(ot the higheft quality) carving at their fathers’ tables hasbeen 
fully illuitrated by M. de Ste Palaye, Ac. des Infc. t. xX. p. 604, 

Y. 101. AYeman badde be) The late editions call this cha- 
rater the Squire’s Yeman, but improperly; the prononn be 
relatesto the Knight. Chaucer would never have given the ton 
an attendant when the father had none.——Yeman, or yeo- 
man, is an abbreviation of yeongeman, as youthe is of yeong- 
the. Young men being mott ufually employed in fervice, fer- 
vants have, in many languages, been denominated from the 
fingle circumftance of age, as waic, puer, garcon, boy, rome. 
As a title of fervice or office Yoman is ufed in the ftat. 37 Ed- 
ward III. c. 9 and 11, to denote a fervant of the next degree 
above a garforn or groom; and at this day in feveral depart- 
ments of the royal houfehold the attendants are diftributed 
into three claffes of Serjeants or Squiers, Yeomen and Grooms. 
in the houfehold of the Mayor of London fome officers of the 
rank of Yeoman are {till, I believe, called Young Men. See 
Chamberlain's State of Gr. Brit.—In the ftatute 20 R. H. ¢. 2, 
Yoman and Vadletz are fynonymous terms. The Chanone’s 
Yeinan, who is introduced below, ver. 16030, is a common 
fervant. See alfo ver. 2770. The tit'e of Yeoman was given, 
in a tecondary fenfe, to peopic oc micdiing rank not in fervice.. 
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r TUE PROLOGUE: 13 
And hie-was cladde in cote and hode of grene; 

A fliefe of peacock atwesbright andkene = | 
“Under histbelt he bare ful chriftilys!/ ‘105 
Wel coude he dréffe his takel-yemanky : i 
‘His arwes drouped not with fethereslowey 
And in his hond he bate «mighty bowe. 

Anot-hed haddehe with abrounevifages 
Of woodworait édudehe welallé theufages to 
‘Upon his arme he bares gaiebracer, 

And by hisfidea fwerd anda bokeler, 

And on that otherfideagaiedaggere, 
‘Harncifed wel, and tharpe as point of fpere 

‘A Criftofre on his breft of filver fhene. uy 
An horoe he bare, the baudrik was-of grene 





So the Miller, ver. 3947, is careful To faven his eftat of Ye~ 
4+ imantic.” "The appropriation of the word to lignify a fmail 
Tandholder fs more smodern 1 apprehend, 

%. 104. peacock arwes] Arrows with peacock feathers. See 
Bir, Warton's iftuftration ofthis pallage, Hid. of Eng. Portry, yn 
450.—There is a patent ia Rymer, 15 & IL. © de arte fapit- 
* tani per Valetins Regis exercendi.”" The Yeomen, and alt 
other fervants of the royal houfehold, of whatever itate ot of- 
fice, under the degree of Yeomen, ate ordersd, to carry hows 
land arfows with them whenever they ride, Gc. in the king's 
tain. 

‘¥. 109. Anot-bed] Ahead Hike a nut, from the bait pro= 
ably being ct hort. It has fince been called a round-head 
for the fame reafon. 

‘¥. 115. ACrifofré] 1do not fee the meaning of this orna- 
ment. By the ftat, 37 Edw. Ill. yomen are forbidden to wear 
any ornaments of gold or flyer. 
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34 TRE PROLOGUE. 


Ther wag. ua Monne, a Priv. . 
Thet of hire {miling was ful imple ‘and'co ‘coy, 
Hire greteft othen'es-but by Seint Eley; .. 120 


sainler ireaLirlrmnrln areal 
Fal wel fhe {ange the fervice devine, - ae, 
Entuned in bire nofe fal fwetely;- +. .-.. 


And Frenghe the {pake fal fayre and fctifly, 

After the {cole of Seretford atte Bowe, - x45 
For Frenche of Paris was to hire unknowe: 

At mete was fhe wel ytanghte withalle, - :: 

She lette no morfel from hire lippes fale, 


¥. 120. Seint Filey} In Latin Sandus Eligius. I have no au- 
thority hut that ofedit. Urr. for printing this faint’s name at 
Jength. Io alt the mff. which | have feen it is abbreviated 8t. 
Loy, both in this place and ip ver. 7146. The metre will be 
fafe if orbe be pronounced as a diffyilable. 

%.124. And frenche fre fpake} it has been mentioned before 
[Ffay, Fe. n. §5,] that Chaucer thought but meanly of the 
Englith-French fpoken in his time. It was proper however 
that the Prioreffe thould fpeak fome fort of French not only a8 
a woman of faihion, (a chata@er which the ts reprefented to af 
fea; ver. 139, 140,) but as a religious perfon. ‘The-infirac- 
tions from the Abbot of St. Albans to the nuns of $0 pewell, is 
1338, were inthe French language. See 4ud. Add. aM. Me Parks, 
p- 1178. 

Y. 127. At mere} ‘The following circumftances of behaviour 
at table are copied from Rom. dela R. 14178 —134199 3 
Et bien fe parde qa’elie ne moeille 

Ses doys au brouct jufqu’ es jointes, Sc. 
Si fagement port fa boachee, 

Que fur fon picd goutte n’en chee 

De fouppe, ne de faulfe noi: a————— 
Et doit fi bign fa beuche terdre 

Tant quel ay Iaiffe greffe aherdre 

Au mvins en ia levse defeurt se 





‘par PROLocer. 1s 
Ne weite hire fidgres in hire fance dopey 
‘Wel conde the caries morfeland-wel kepey 130 
‘Thatte no drope ne fell upon hire bref: 
Aneurtefic was fette ful moche hire left » 
‘Hire over lippe wiped fhe fo clene 
"That i hire cuppe was no ferthing fene 
Of grefe whan fhe dronkon haddé hire draught; 135 
Full femely after hire mete the raught : 
And fikerly the was of grete difport, 
And ful pleafant and amiable of port, 
Aad peined hire to contrefeten chere 
Of court and ben eftatelich of manere, 140 
And to ben holden digne of reverence. 
But for to fpcken of hire confeience, 
She was fo charitable and fo pitous 
She wolde wepe if that fhe faw a mous 
Canghte in a trappe if it were ded or bledde. 145 
Of {male houndes hadde fhe that the Fedde 
With rofted flefh, and milk, and waftel brede, 
But fore wept the if on of hem were dede, 
Or if men fmote it with a yerde fmert ; 
And all was confecience and tendre herte. 150 
Ful femely hire wimple ypinched was, 
Hire nofe tretis, hire eyen grey as glas; 
Hire mouth ful finale, and therto fo! 
But fikerly the hadde a fayre forched : 
Te was almoft a {panne brode Strowe, 156 


For a fhe was not pndergr 





dred; 





16 THE PROLOGUE. 


Ful fetife was hire cloke, as | was ware. 
Of {male corall aboute hire arm fhe bare 
A pair of bedes ganded all with grene, 
And thereon heng.a broche of gold fulfhene 166 
On whiche was firft ywritten a crouned-A, 
And after Amor vinert omnia. 
Another Nonae alfo with hire hadde he . 
That was hire chapelleine, and Preeflerthre. 
A Mork ther was, a fayre forthe muiltrie, 163 
An out-rider, that loved veneric; 


¥. 159. ganded allwith grenc) Having the gawdies green 3. 
fome were of filver gilt, Afonag. v. iii. p. 1743 ** ‘Tria paria 
© precularium del corall cum le gaudeys argeuti deaurata.* 
So in Gower, Conf. Am. f. 199; 

A pzire of bedes blacke 3e fatte 

She teke and hynge my nceke about. 
Upun ths saudecs al without 

Was wryte of gold, pur repofer. 

Y. 163. Another Nonne, t9’c.] See Dijvourse, 5c. p. 180. 

W:. 165. afayre for the maifrie] We thould fay ‘a fair one 3 
but in Chaucer's time fuch tautology was not, 1 fuppote, cles 
gant; fo below, ver. 159; 

Therfore he wasa prickafour a rigbf. 
As to the pheafe for the naifri:, liake it to be derived from 
the French pour la maifrie, which I fiud.in an ula book of 
phy fick ay-piied to fuch medicines as we ufually, callSovereiga, 
excellent above all uthers. Aff. Bod. 761, Secreta bh. Surip. de 
Crvbuine!, fol. 17, b..** Ciroigne bone puria maifttie a briser 
‘et a meurer apollemes, Oc. Medicine magiitrel pur fee 
“ ttre, €'c. Medicine pur la maiftrie pur fedre,”? We. And ia 
another treatife in the fame mf Afedudla Cirw gre Rolanidi, fi- 
milar phrafes are ufed in Latin. fol. 77, ** Pocio bona pro mae 
“piterio ad vulnera fanarda.” &:. fol. 79, * Contra Jue 
* pum, £Fe. medicamen magitrale,” Inthe fame fenfe the 
Monk is faid to be tair for she maiyrie above all others. The 
phrale is ufled by BR. of Gloucefter, p. 5535 ** Anftede he gan 


r 


TRETROLOGUES 17 


A manly man toben anabbotable; )\ 5 | , 
Fhl many adeinte hors hadde hein Mable, 
And whan berode men mighte hisbridebhere | 
Gingelinginawhiftling wind asciere. 170 
Ani eke as loude as doththe ehapellbelle 
‘Thee as this lord was keper of the'velles 

\ The reule of Seint Maure and of Seint Bencit, . 
Becaufe that it was olde and fomdele ftreit, 

‘This illee monk lette olde thinges pace, 
And held after the newe world the trace. 


‘He yave not of the text a pulled hen ’ 
‘That faith that hunters ben not holy men, ~~ 
4 prife wer vere maitre The feweral ehiymieal prepara 
‘tions known by the name of magiferiumof lead, bifmuth, & 
Teanceive to have originally acquired that same from their 
‘being confidered at fill ax maferly operaiion’. 4 

‘166. loved veneric} i. ¢. hunting; ifthe word in Chau 
er’ time had born any other fenfe he would hardly have put 
{into the mouth of Emilia in ver. 2310, ‘The monks of that 
‘age are reprefented as fohd of field-fports. See below, ver.139 
—193, and P, P. fol, L. a, Knighton fays that an abbot of Lei- 
‘cefter, who died in 1377, “in yenatione leporum inter omnes 
© regni dominos famofif_imus et nomlnatiffimus habebatur.” 
X Scriptor. p. 2631. He adds indeed that the abhot was uled. 
‘to aflert, what perhaps may have been partly true, "ie non. 
* detedaffe in hujufmodi frivolis venationibus, njfi folun prov 
© obfequlis dominis regni practtandis,et affabilitate corum cap- 
* tandA, et gratia in fuis negotiis adipifeends.’ 

%. 169. bis bridel---Gingeling] Sec this fulblon of-han 
Dellson bridles, to’c. illuftrated by bir, Warton, Hifi. of Erg. 
P. 164. See alfo below, ver. 14800,1. 

‘¥.177. 4 pulled ben] See below, ver. 66045, 

‘wlene arromunce wis not worth an hen. 
1 do not fee much force in the epithet pulled. 
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13 THDOPZOLOGUEL 


Ne that a monk whan-be is reklodes:. 1.20 ¢ 

Is like to adidh'thut de waterlesp’) oteichs at BBD 
This istolfayy 2 monk: dat-of he cleifireg ail ae iss 

This ilke text bekd be netewpethiid eiftess,c\ ma 
And I fay his-optnlon:was poods «0 220.4 3562. ua 
What! thulde he fiedic-and makeshiméthidy mond; 
Upon a:book'is cloilise alway te potay alu: 185 
Or {winken-with liistcoudns, aoddabodrey i) 2) ..c:-01 - 
As Aufin bit ?:hqwefhal che tworkd’ hd deswedidi +i, T 
Let Auftin .hawe bist etineto him refermdd bio he: A 

I 

2 79.crban be fii ig, edi Siberia 
161. The bee come 
il. a eae i toe Fore ear 





&* aqué caret vita, ant 

according, to.m/.. sree 

ted in the nrinted Fdftfons) Berar. s 
PSEA “er be ' svaniah . att: Wo Atuon ges an ti 


its be Pe “ oi 
a. eee et uae - sh we 


‘Rtys. eid fof gre Wn ati ie Hage A & alan 

That cat of epvent pi-<hiifre coyeisen teagwetin 
As the kuown fentes of reticies ioe athate; tisiiginel by 
nd means fut, with ehispaffage, L athindlined tb-dnfpedd phat 
Chaucer petiibly wrote reg belie, ig withomeculd, Rezpliitem 
regula) was tlie Saxostword-for:a:raléy and. particulafty fora 
monafttick rule. Hencte-rezol-tif, reguiaris fen modasicra vita; 
rvegol-lage, tegulasium. dex; and in the guotstinn fede Olen 
Fay, (Fe. n. §2, an reghel:bec Singwifics thd book of rules by 
which the Auguftinian canons aere-goverbtd.... 

Y. 187. As Aufin bit] i. ¢. biddeth: Chaueerfequently ab- 

breviates.the third perfon fingular of the present: tonfe: jn thik 


‘THE PROLOGUE, 9 

“‘Vherfore he was a prickafoure aright.» 
Greihoundes he hadde as fwiftasfoul of fight. 
Of pricking and of hunting forthe hare: - 
‘Wasall his lult, forno,coft wokic hefpate. 

Lfaw his fleves purfiled at thehond « 
‘With gris, and that the fineft of thellonds 
And for to fatten his hoodunder-his chine. 195 
He hadde of gold ywraughtaccurious pines 
A loye-knotte in the greter-eride ther was: 
His hed was balled, and hone asany glas, 
‘And cke his face, as it hadde:hen anoint 
‘He wasa lord ful fat andim good paine: aco 
‘Vis cyen Mepeyandralling in his hed 
‘That ftemed as a forneisof a leds 
His bootes foupleshis hors'imgrat eftaty; 
Naw certainly he wasafayre prelat : 





manner. See ver. 976, 983, ritfot rideth ; wer. 4069, 1 
5 191, rit for rit ¢ ver. $036, 
fs for fitter z ver. 


Poles, it was probally next in efte 


1 nift prout iis 
567. 





49 THE PROLOCUE. 


He was not pale as aforpined gofts '. "ges 
A fat {wan loved he beit of any rok: . oo 
His palfrey was as brounc as is a bery. 

A Frere ther was, a wanton and a mery, 
A limitour, a ful folempne man : 
In all the ordres foure is non that can are 
So moche of daliance and-fayre langage. °° * 
He hadde ymade ful many a mariage _ 
Of yonge-wimmen at his owen coft; « "' 
Until his ordre he.wasa noble pot. : «st. 
Ful wel beloved andfamilier washe - . +: arg 
With frankeleins over allin his contree, © 
And eke with worthy wimmen of the Foun, - - 
For he had power of confeffion, _, 
As faide himfelfe, more:than a curat,. 
For of his ordre he was a licenciat. . 930 
Ful {wetely herde he confeffion, 
And plefant was his abfolution. 
He was an efy man to give penance 
Ther as he wifte to han a good pitance, - 
For unto a poure ordre for to give 225 
Is figne that a man is wel yhhriye; 
For if he gave he dorfte make avant 
' He witte that a man was repentant ; 
For many a man fo hard is of his herte 
He may not wepe although him forefmerte; 230 


fmart abbot by an anonymous writer of the rath century ; 
** Ocreas habebat in cruribus, quafi innate effent, fine plicé, 
** porrectas.” Mf, Bod. James, n. 6, p. 141. 


‘THE PRoLOGoES an 


"Therfore in ftede-of wepingand praieres = = | 
‘Men mote give filyerte thepoure freres; | 

- His tippet-wanay farfed fulofknives: 

And pinnes for to givemfayre wives» 

And certainly hehadde.amery notes | 238 
‘Wel coude he Aingeand plaiesi oma rotes: $y) 1! 
OF yeddingesihe baremtterly thepris3 = 

His nelcke wasiwhitelasthedlonrdeliss oy i 
"Therto he ftrong was as a champioun, 

Andiknew wel the tavernesin every toun; © 240 
And every hofteler and gay tapftere, 
Better than alazar or abeggeres-° 
For unto fwiche & worthy mamas he 
Accordeth nought as by hig Heute 
‘To haven with fike lazars acquatneance: 
Ieis not honeff, it may not avant,” 
As for to delen, with go fwiche ponrailles... . - 

But all with riche and fellers of vitaille. . 

And over all, cher as profit Hild arf _ 











Corteis he, was, and lowly. gf fervife 350 
‘Ther n’atno,man nospher-fo:wertuonsy: : 
Me wasthe bette: bepber in‘all his loud, 

¥. 23 farjed] Stulied, from the Fr. farsinx. 

¥- 237. Of yeddinges] This word, being natyundertood, has 





been changed in fame copiesinto tidinges and wpedlinges. 15 
probably meaus a kind of fong, from the Sax. geddiau ar gidy 
dian, t0 lini See, tine Saxqn Bpethins, cap, ie Leute. where the 
words iia: ngende cuet,are rendered in the poetical verfion, 
- 152, kydhlate thus, See more inttances in dyes Saxon Dic. 
‘The Saxon % palles frequently into y. 








Ltd ‘THE PROLOGUE: 
‘And gave a certiine ferme for the grant 









(So plefant washie-Jx prticipie,). 

‘Yet wold he hayea ferthing of he webt} 

His pourchae-was aved beter thans hia tent 2" -- 

‘And rage he copde ast hadde ben « whelp; 

Ta lovedayes thir donde ‘he mochel belpy 

4. 256. Wye pheta 
Sines 


i] 














Tie material ta whlch of thet Sensi Sa eet 

ot 

tdther here erin yer. "15169, 
apene e, e] Prot ia, eli 





Settlement of 
fol. 365, ants jodiclya 
«twenthe fame patties.” The glofixy calls them, tempt 


agua the four ofa love Gay ee 


ed was ufuahty followed by a treat given to the arbitrator 
‘See the Par. Rell: quoted above. In P. P. fol. xsrvil, Bh 
the charader of a prtet-tays, 


Team! ode iatbdares an Here sreveh robe 
‘Aad ta cannon or in decretale inet 


‘Ta PROLOGUES a5 


‘Por ther was he nat like acloifterere, © 
‘Wich thredbare copes asis2 poure feolert, 
‘But he was like a maifleror a popes = 
Of double worited was his femicopey «1 
"That round was asa belle out of the prefie. 26. 
Somwhat he lifped for his wantonneffe 
To make his Englifh (wete uponhistonges— - 
And in his harping, whan that he hadde fonge, 
‘His eyen twinkeled in hiv hed aright A 
Anion the flerres in a frofty nights. 270 
‘This worthy limitour was cleped Huberd.» 

A Marchant was ther with aforked berds 
In mottelee, and highe on hors he fat,’ 
And on his hed a Floundrifit bever hat. 
His bootes clapfed fayre and fetidly 5 275 
His refons fpake he ful folempnely, 
Souning alway the encrefe of his winning : 
He wold the fe¢ were kept for any thing 
Betwixen Middelburgh and Orewell. 
‘Wel coud he in efchanges theldes felle... 280 
‘This worthy man ful wel his wit befeetes 
‘Ther wifte no wight that he was in dette, 
So ftedefallly didde he his governance © 
‘With his bargeines and with his chevifance. 


¥. 278, the fee were kept]. ¢. guarded. The old fublidy of 
tonnage and poundage was given to the king * pura faut 
© garde et cuftedic del mer,” 12 Edw. IV. c. 3. 





24 THE VRULUCYR: 


Forfothe he wasewosthy mari withelle, .  «- 285 
But foth to Sayin I'n'ot how men him calle. 
A Clerk ther wasof Oxenforde alfa, - 
That unto logike hadde long yge. ..: -: '- 
As lene was his hers as isa rake, ‘ 
And he was not zight fat J undertake, - 290 
But loked:- halves, abd therto faberby.. 
Ful thredbare was his overeit courtepy, - . 
For he hadde geten him yét no benefice,’ 
Ne was nonght warldly to have an office; 
For him was lever han-at his beddes hed 293 
Twenty bokes clothed in blake or red 
Of Ariftotle and his philofophie 
Then robes riche, er fidel or fautrie ; 
But all be that he was‘a philofophre 
Yet hadde he but litel gold in cofre, 400 
But all that-he might of his frendes hente 
On bokes and on lerning he it fpente, 
And belily gan for the foules praie 
Of hem that yave him wherwith to fcolzie. 


¥. 292. bis overef courtepy} His uppermok thort cloke of 

coarfe cloth. See ver. 6964, and P. P. fol. 33, b. 1. we. ‘ 
And kyt her copes, and courtepies hem made. 

It isa Teutonick word, from kort, curtus, and pije, pemda coe 

actiles, ex villis crafioribus. Kilian in vv. 

Y. 300. Yet hadide be] Hadde is here to be pronounced as a 
diffyliable, the 5 in be being confidered as a confonant: fo be- 
low, ver. 388. See alfo ver. 9859,11784,1 1805 125 32,128 345 
in all which inftances (and many others) the e feminine isto be 
pronounced before 5. 

¥. 304. fo feolaie] To attend (choal,feom the old Fr. verb 

Yovicr, It t ufed in the fame fenfe by Lydgare, Trared, fob 


























a5 
Gr hidie toke he mote edre and hede; 305 
Nota word fpske Ke more'than was niede, 

And that was {aid in fotme and teverence, 

And fhortatid quike, and tall of high fentence: 
Souning in mordl-vertue was his fpeche, 

Aad gladly wolde'Ke lern@and glidly teches 310 
A Sergeant of the Davie ware and wile, 

‘That often hadde ybew/at the paruis, 

‘Ther was alfo, ful riche of excellence; 

Diferete he was, and vf gret reverences 

He femed fwithe} his wordes werefo wife: gts. 
Jullice he was ful Bftetl it wife 

By patent and by pleine corhmiffionn : 

For iis feience aiid for his high renoun 

Of fees and robes had he many on: 

86 grete'a pourchafour was no wher ton : 320 
All was fee finiple to him in effe&, 

His pourchafing might not ben in fufpeét : 


499. So Chaucer ufes to-werrcie, ver. 10324) 14338) and to 
Iepe,vet. 1094 stom guerra fir 

307. inform With prapriety and mode: 
tye athe neat Hine ful 
ehend, full of bight or excellent fer. —w 
excufe me fur feggefting thefe explanat 
lew of thore which he has jive in his # 
‘The credjt of gol letters is concerned t 
fot be fuppofed to have made a pedantick formal'ty asl 
precife fententfous ftyle’on all fibjects the charaéteritlicks 
a fecholar. 
a. 323, in fupet) to futplak 
















See ver, 8734, 1s 








26 -  -_ aE-PReseadar 


No wher fo befy.a man aschethers'’s,.° 
sind yet he femed befier than -he-was.-.... . 
In termes hadde he casanddemealle 345 


That fro the time of King Will, weren falle; 
Therto he cqade endite and make.a thing ; +. 
Ther code no wight pinche at hie writing ; 

And every ftatute conde he pisine by rote, - 


He rode but homely in a mediec cote, ' §39 
Girt with a feigt of filk with barresfmale, . = 
Of his array tell | no lenges tale: eal 

A Frankelein was in this compag pic; yor 
White was his berd as ie'the dayefie : 


Y. 331. a feint of Alk with barres fale) It appears from ow 
Author's tranflation of R. R. ver. 1103, that barres were calk 
¢d cloux in French, and were an ufual ornament ofa girdle. See 
Mr. Warton’s Hif. p. 377, 426. Clavus in Latin, from whence 
the Fr. cloux is derived, feoms, to baye fignified not only an 
outward border, but alfo what we call a fripe. Mountfzucen, 
t. ili. P. i. ch. vi. A bar in heraldty Is 4 narrow ftripe or faftia. 
Du Cange inv. Clavatus, quotes the Siqfut. Andegav. an. 142% 
in which the clergy, and efpecially the regulars, are forbid to 
wear sonas auro Clavatas. 

¥- 333-4 Frankelcin} Fortefcue (de £. I. Ang. c. 29,) des 
fcribes a Frapklain to be a Puter familias —magnis ditatus 
ft TeFonilus. He is claffed with (but after) the ‘miles and armi- 
gcr, and Is aiRingulthed from the Jilere tenentes and valeal, 
though as it thould tcem the only real diftinction between hiro 
and other freeholders cantifted in the largenefs of his eftate. 
Spelman, in v. Frankelein, quotes the following paffage from 
"Irivet's Fr. Chronicle, [my. Bidl, R. §.0. §6,) ‘* Thomas de 
** Brotherton (flius Edwardi J. Marefchallus Aniglisc) apres la 
** mort fon pere ctpofa la fille de un Francheleyn apelee Alice.” 
The hittorian did not think it woth his while even to mention 

the name of the Trankeicta, 


— eee ee 


345 





pBHt ereynedy 
¥ WOrd enciing in 
an 





28 FRE PROLOGUE. 


Wo was his coke but if his fance- went: * -- a 
Poinant andfhespe, and redy. all dele gees | ; 
His table dormant in bis.halle algrey::; '. .- - . 355 
Stode redy covered alle the longe dag. * we my 


At feffions ther washelordand fms | 
Ful often time he was knighg-nf the thine. |. 
in anclace apd agipeicreallafGSh.. vat 
Heng at his girdyl white as marwemjk..  - 360 


¥. 357. At ffigns] At the fefions of the peace. The jufliges, 
hy the ftat. 34 Fd. JIL c. 1, were to be in cach county, “ ua 
** Seigneur et oreforie lut troiscu quatre des meuhs vaues du 
** countee, enfemblesment ove afcues fages. dai laley.” A:wepl? 
thy frankelein might perhaps be commifiened under this de- 
{cription; but I know not how he could be’ a knight of the 
thirc, as they by-46 Edw. ITT. were to be Gbitalers #8 Serjant2 
ars meulx vauez du paisy unlefs we fuppots either that the rank, 
cf Ecrjant (Efquire) was as undefined as it is now, or that 
“fice of Juftice made him an Efquire within the tecantug ot 
the act. _ Dot at 

¥- 359, An anelace) See the Glof, to, M.Paris iny.Anelacipp, 
It was a kind of knife or dagger ufually worn at the girdle. In 
that paflage of M. Paris, p. 342, where Petrus de Rivallis fs 
mentioned as “ geftans ane!acium ad lambare, quod clericum 
** non decebat,” it may be doubted whether the wearing cfan 
anelace fimply, or the wearing of it at. the girdle,was an inde- 
vent thing ina clerk. ‘The five clty-mechanicks, a few lines 
below, are defcribed as wearing knives, and probably at thelr 
yirdles, ‘fee ver, 370,) though the latter giccumftance is not 
clearly expreffed. In the pi&ure of Chaucer which is inferted 
in tome copies of Occleve’s book De Regimine Principis he la 
yepretented with a knife hanging froma button upon his breaft. 
Swe mg. Iaurl. $66, Cotron, Othe, A xviii. 

¥. 359. 0 gipciere} Fr. gileciere, a puri. The mechanicks, 
Wer. 370, have alfo thejg pouches, BO 


| a 


‘Tie PROLOGUE. a7 
‘535 


‘Was veraily felicite parfite. 340 
An houfholder and that agrete washes. 

‘Seint Julian he was in his contre, 

His brede, his ale, was alway after on 


, sinapegderepee ei Ak 7A 

| Withouten bake mete never was his hous, was 
‘Of fith and fefh,and that fo plenteous 

Te fnewed in his hous of mete and drinke 

‘Of alle deintees that men coud of thinke. 

After the fondry fefons of the yere 

So,changed he his mete and his fonpere. 350 
Fu) many a fat partrich hadde he in mewe, 

And many a breme and many a luce in ftewe, 


%. 342. Sint Julian!] was eminent for providing hits votarics 
with good lodgitigs and accomodations ofall forts. In the title 
‘ofhis legende, (mj. Boil. 1596, f. 4,1 he scaled " St, Julian, 
the gode herberjour 2" ¥t ends thus ; 

“Tuerfore yet to ie day thei that over tond wende. 

“Phe waders Seine Jali anon (hse ile bevtwrw he bem fend, 

Ad Slat Julianes pater-nofler oft: forgeth allo, 

or nis fader foul yaeres that he em Btng thereto, 
Of tlie virtue of St. Jutlan’s pater-nofter fee The Decam. €. 1, 
na. 

‘¥- 344. eneyned] Stored. 

the Fr. word enviné in the 
mg. Aft. 1,2, andothen 







th wine. Cotarave has preferved 
is the reading of 
yecommon ed'tlonstead cicrulid, 


ci 









30 THE PROLOGUE. 


Everich for the wifdom that he can 
Was fhapelich for to ben an alderman. 


wooden floor [-fait, Fr. de afilut, Lat.] which was laid at the 
upper end of the hall, as we kill (ce it incollege-ha!ls, (9’c. That 
part of the rooin therefore which was fcored with planks was 
called the duis, ‘the rett being either the bare ground or at bet 
paved with itune: and being ralfed above the level of the other 
parts it was often called the high d.tig, In royal halls there were 
mnored listhanone, cach ofthem probably raifed abuve the other 
by one or mere fleps, and that where the king fat was called 
the biz heft dais. Ata dinner which Charles V. of France cave 
to the Euaperour Charles 1V, in 0377, Chirittine de Pifan tayn, 
CAA. de Ch PL iti. c. 33,) “Seing ddis (eltis] avoit en Ia fale 
¢* plains de Princes et de Berons, ct autres tables par-tout.— 
* cteftoicnt lea deux grans dois ct les drecouers fais de bare 
* ricres a lenviron’?-- As the principal table was always placed 
urona dzis, it hegan very lodn by a natural abute of words 
to be called itfell adais,and peopte were faid to fit at the dais, 
inftead of at the table upon the airs. It was fo in the time of 
M. Paris, Hit. 40). p. 1070, “Triore pratidente ad magnam 
** menfam, quam deis vocamus.” Menage, whofe autho- 
rity feems to haye led later antiquaries to interpret dais a cue 
n py, has evidently contounded dis with ders. Ders and dere 
foo tfrom doyum,as heobferves: meznt properly the hangings 
at the back of the company, (4s Cange, V. Dorfalc,)] butas the 
fime hangings were often crawn over fo as to fourm a kind of 
Canopy over their heads the ve hore was caned a ders. Chripis cy 
p. in. c. 41, % Sus chafcun des trois (the Lmperour and the 
* Kings of France and Bohemia] avoit un ciel, dHtincte Pun de 
*€ vautre, dedrap d‘ur a fieurs de iis; ct pardeflus ces triis en 
* voir un grant, gai couvreit rout au long de la calls, et rout 
© servre cue pends? et eftoit de drap Wor.” This lat ciel or 
canopy “ which covered the whole length of the tatic, and 
* hu down pelind the company,” was a ders. That it was 
quite a aiticrent thing from a uces appears from what fLilows; 
* AP utre duis Dalat) auplus pres,” thetavs * fcoit---le Deul- 
© phin and others. * Et iusie chief du Dau'phis avoit un ciel, 





TT eacamorone m 


For catel haddenthey-ynoughandtenty 375 
And ckehir-wives woldeitwel affents) 

‘And ellescertainly:they--wereto blame? 

eis ful fayre to bemyéleped’Madameys 0 

And for to gon to vigiles all before, 
And have a mantelteallich:ybore. 
Sia ulashpdesidepieehtbeester the Deccr, 
‘Porbwile te chikenes nd che marie bones," 


rune re 













pardelfins toute la table enusroit,” Das, 
8A tablen,/the Dauphin fat az the (econd. 
ine aon boa Abd anus whic 
{arshort, one of Menage’s own cita~ 
ly eftablith the distinct fea~ 
4 of thefe two words. Ceremon, de Goilefroy, p. 335. Le 
* Roy fe vine mettre a table,fiersunhiaue ders (read deis) fait et 
© préparé.en la grande falle du, logis, Archiepifeopaly fous 1 
© grand dersy le foud dugueh efioit wat do 
citation froin Martene, de Afon. Rit. 1a. xi. pe tov, it which 
hie bimfelf allows that deyivim (the fame as dais) mult fgni'y 
wr girade, a raifed floor. Iz appears from the fame cititer 
that the afcent to the dayfum was by mote fteps than one.— 
below, ver. 2202, 9545, 10373, and Gower, Cafe i 
fol. 1554 a. Sittende upanthe die des. 
. 3BU. for the none] * Vhat is, as L conceive, for 
“ jion, ‘This phrafe, which was very frequently thowgh 1 
«ways very precifely ufed by our old writers, 1 iuppote to 
“have been orginally a corruption of corrupt Latin, From 
+ prosnunc I fuppofe came for the suncy and fo Jor tbe 1970, 
jul an froin aul-nunc cami aenan, The Spanith entonces has 
been formed in the fagse manner Irom in-tuae."——I have 
repeated this note from the latt edit. of Shakespeare, vol ¥ 
23, a8 Ihave not fonnd any reafon to alzer my cpinion wi 
refed to the original of ths plirafe. Iwill add Kere a tit of 
fevcral pallages i these ‘Tatcs in which itis Wied Ww We BW 
ee 












































3° FIRE PROLOGUE, 


Everich for the wifdom that he can 
Was fhapclich for to ben an alderman. 


wooden floor [ fait, Fr. de afflut, Lat.) wht! chwas laid atthe 
upperend of the hall, as we Rill fee it Incoliege-halls, (oc. "Nhat 
part or the rooin therefore which was scored with planks was 
called the dais, ‘the rett being either the bare grouad or at belt 
paved with tlune, and being raifed above the level of the other 
parts it was ofven called the high daigy In royal Lalls there were 
snored tisthanone, cachofthem probably rated above the other 
by one or more fleps, and that where the king tat was called 
the hig bef dais. Ata dinner which Charlcs V. ‘of France-pave 
tu the Emperour Charles 1V. in 1377, Chaiitine de Pifan tayey 
CAA. de cor Pett. ce. 33,) “cing dais Cd us} avoit en Ja fale 
** plains de Princes et de Bzrons, ct autres tables par-tout.— 
“et ecMorent lea deux grans dois ct les drecouers lais de bare 
© ricres a Venviron’”-- As the principal table was always placed 
upona dis, it began very loon by a natural abute of words 
to be called itfelf adais, and peoptc were faid to fit at the duis, 
inttead of at the table upon the wis. [t was fo in the time of 
M. Paris, Mit. 405. p. 1070, “Priore prandente ad magnam 
** menfam, quam dis vocarius.” Menage, whofe autho- 
rity feems to haye Jed later antiquarics to interpret dais a cae 
2 py, has evidently confounded duis with ders. Devs and der- 
Sewtifrom dovfum,as heabferves’ meant properly the hangings 
at the back of the company, (1 Cange, v. Dorfu'z,]butas the 
fime hangings werc often crawn over fo as to farm. a kind of 
canopy over their heads the vhoie was caiied a ders. Chrifiirs, 
p- in. c. 40, ** Sus chafcun des trois [the Emperour and the 
*' Kivys of France and Bohemia] aveit us ciel, diftincte Pun de 
** yautre, dedrap d'or a ticurs de lis; ct parvelius ces trois en 
* voit un prant, gid couvreit tout au long dé la talle, et tout 
Sere: ree pendoy et eftoit de drap dor.” This laf ciel or 
canopy * which covered the whole length of the table, and 
© bus. down delind the conpany,” was a ders. That it was 
quite a aierent thing from a uviis appears irom what follows; 
eA utre dade Tdi auntus price,” thefaye © feoit---le Daul- 
“hin and others. “ft fusie chief du Dautphia avoit un ciel, 










‘THE NaOLOGUE: at 


‘For cate] hadden theyynough and-renty ig 
And ckehir wives wolteit welaffents 





-Afd elles certainlysthey-werd ta blamed) 6 1T 
“‘Teis ful fayre ro hen yéleped’Madamess omy le 
And for to gomtowigiles all before; 9 0) my 
“Andhave Hen gBet 


eA Gole they hadden with here for the nones, 4. 
en ge ai pons 





properly 
Fes of thefe two words, Cerumone de Gatefroy, ps 335 





* Roy & vint metry & tableficcumdaus ders [read deis), 
* préparé ev la grande falle du logis, Archiepifcopaly fous..0%- 
S zrandders, Ir fond du quel efoit tout Wor.” He has another, 
‘gitation from Martene, de Mon. Rits ince Xi- e409, i. which, 
The jinofelf allows thar dayivim (the, une as dis) aml ignity 
19 girade, a raifed loots 4: appears from, the. fameycitatien 
that the alcent to the dawn wap, by mite Mteps than ene— 
Sce belowy ver. 2302, 95%5,,19373), and Gower, auf. dat. 
Fol. 1555 a. Sittende upauthe bic tess. - 
38k. for the noner] * That is, a8 L conceive, for the acca 
‘+ fons. "This phrafe, which was very frequently though not al- 
“ways very precifely fed by ourold.writers, 1. fuppote te 
# taye been originally a corruption. of corrupt hatin. Prom 
¥ prom | Sappote came Jom the mune, amd fo,for the nance, 
S$ jul as frou aul-munc came anon, ‘The Spanith. entonces has 
been formed in the fame manner from in-tunc."—TI have. 
repeated this note from tse lat edit. of Shakefpeare, vol. ¥. ps 
239, as [have not fonnd any reaion to alter my opinion with 
refed to the original of th's phrafe. I wiil add here a litt of 
feveral patfages in theve ‘Tates in which itis ufed in the iamie 














32 THE PROLOGUE. 


And poudre marchant, tart and galingale. "| 

Wel coude he knowe a draught of London ale. 

He coude rofte, and fethe, and broile, and frie, . 385 
Maken mortrewes, and wel bake a pie; 

But gret harm was it, as it thoughte me, 

That on his fhinne a mormal hadde he. 


fente. See ver. §25, 547, 3459, 13943, 15339. See alfo KR. G. 
255, 
P And he hadde ver the nones twcye fuerdes by hys fyde. 

Y. 383. And poudre marchant}] What kind of ingredient this 
was I cannot tell. Cotgrave mentions a poulire blanche and a 
pouldre de due, which feem beth to have been ufed in cookery. 
I muft take notice that the epithet cart, in moft of the mf. fg 
annexed to poudre marchant, and I rather with I had left ft 
there, as fur any thing that I know it may fuit that as well as. 
galingale. 

¥. 384. London 2!e] Whether this was a different fort of ale 
irom that of the provinces or only better made I know not, 
but It appears to have been in requeft above a century after 
Chaucer. In the account of the feaft of Archbifhop Warham in 
1594 are the following articles. Lel. Collect. App. P. tie Pp. 3Oo 

De cervifa Londini ili dol. — — vi. I. 

De cervifa Cant. vi. dol. prec. dol. xxv. 

De cervifa Ang. Bere xx. dol. prec. dol. xxiii s. fv d. 

So that London ale was higher priced than Kentith by § s. # 
barrel, 

¥. 386. Maken mortrewes}] Lord Bacon, in his Ne. HA. 4. 
4%, fpeaks of ‘* a mortrets made with the brawn of capons 
ftamped ard ftrained.” He joins it with the cnllice coulis) of 
cocks. ft feems to have been a rich broth or foup, in the pre- 
paration of which the flefh was itamped or beat in a mortar. 
‘ram whence it probably derived its name, une mortren/e, tho 
I cannet fay that I have ever met with the French word. 

¥. 288. a mormai) A cancer or gancrene; fotheClof. an 
I tclieve Chaucer meant nomore, by his confining the difea 
eo the thin, The orginal word, Afaiun mortuum, Lat. bfau 


‘THE PROLOGUE, a5 


He knew thecanfe ofevery maladie, 
‘Were it of coli, or hote, or moilt, ar drie, 
And wher engendred, and of whar humour : 
He was 2 veray parfite practifour. 
"The caufe yknowe, and ofthisharm therote, 425 
Anon he gave to the fike man bis bote. 
Fal redy hadde he his apothecaries 
To fend him dragges and hislettuaries, 
‘For eche of hem made other for to winne: 
‘Hin frendthip o'as not news to beginne. 432 
‘Wel knew he the old Efeulapius, 
And Diofcorides and eke Rutusy 
Old Hippocras, Hali, and Gallien, 
Serapion, Rafis, and Avicen, ' 
‘severrois, Damafcene, and Candantin, 
Bernard, and Gatifden, and Gilbertin. 
Of his diete mefurable was he, : 
For it was of no fuperfluitee, ; 
But of gret nowrifhing, and digeRible: 
His fLudie was bat litel on the Bible. 2:44 


¥. 433. Old Hippocras} Whoever ia curious to know more of 
tthe phiyficignsmentioned in thiscatalogue may confult the Ace 
court of Authors, 2. in ed. Urr.—Fatric, Bibl. Med. Ate, 
and the Flened. Medicor. Yetc@p. eurd. Bibl. Gr. ee xiil, 1 
thall only cbferve thag the names of Hippocras ot Ypocras, and 
Gallien, wereuted, evenby theLatin writers ofthe middle ages, 
for Hippocrates and Galen. ce the Inferipticus in the library 
at St. Albans, Afonaf.t. 1. p. 1845 

i cram meticus, Hrpocras fum nomize deun 

‘Alter et epresivs vocitatss cram Galignus. 


Bee below, ver. 12240, 
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a6 dus SL OLOdvES 


In fanguin apé'tn perivhecibd weswilé. -- ’’ 

Lined with'taffate and with fendslle, 8. + 
And yet he-warbatefy:ofdifptnces . _ 
Iie kepte that he wen'in the peftiienees of 
For gold ini phifike iva eedial, - 4a8 
Therfore he loved- goidtia-fpecial.. © = 7 + 

A good Wif was ther of befide:Baihe, .° - 
But the was fom del defe, and-chat wabfeathi 
Of cloth niaking the hadde fwiche an haunt . 
She paffed hen: of tptes'atd of Gaunt. 
In all the parifh wife wagther. non - 
That to the offring befére hire thulde gon,. 
And if ther did, certain fo wroth was the 
That the was out cf alle-charitee. 
Hire coverchiefs weren ful fise of ground; mare S, 
I dorfte fwere-they weyeden a pound 
That on the Sonday were upon hire hede : 
Hire hefen weren of fine'fearlet rede, . 
Ful ftreite yteyed, ana fhoon ful moift and newe * 
Bold was hire face, and fayre and redeofhew. « 6 
She was a worthy woman all hire live; 
Houfbondes at the chirche dore had the had five, 
Withouten other compagnie in youthe, 
But therof nedeth net to fpeke as nouthe 3 

Y. 549. Afoift and newe) Moiftishcere ufed ina peculiar fente,as 

derived from mufcus ; fur according to Nonius, 2, 518, ‘‘Mus 
* ftum non folum vinum, verum etiam novellum quiquid eft, 


“« recte dicitur.” Soin ver. 17009 maifty ale is oppofed to old, 
¥- 464. as nouthe} The ule of nouthe for now, in this place, 


Z 








‘Tue PROLOGUE. as 


‘He knew the caufe of every maladie, 
‘Were it of cold, or hote, or moift, ordrie, —— 
And wher engendred, and of what humour : 
‘He was a veray parfite practifour. 
"Phe caufe yknowe, and ofhhisharm the rote, 425 
Anon he gave:to the fike man his bote. 
Ful redy hadde he his apothecaries 
To fend hint dragges and his lettuaries, 
For eche of hem made other for to winne: 
Hr frendship o’as not newe to beginne. 430 
‘Wel knew he the old Efculapins, 
‘And Diofcorides and eke Rufus, 
Old Hippocras, Hali,and Gallien, 
Scrapion, Ralis, and Avicen, | om 
#ererrois, Damafcene, and Confantin, 43s 
Bernard, and Gatifden, and Gilbertin. 
Of his dicte mefurable was he, 
For it was of no fuperfluitee, , 
But of gret nourithing, and digedtible : 
His fLudie was bat litel onthe, Bible. my) 


¥. 433. Old Hiptocrasy Whoever le surious to know more of 

tthe pliyficiqns mentioned in thisgatalogue may confult the Ac 
court of Authors, &¢. in ed. Urr.— Fabric. Bibl. Med. Ar. 
and the Flench. Medicor. Vet: @p. eurd. Bibl. Gr. t. xiii. T 
‘hal only obferve tha the names of Hippocras ot Ypoctas, and 
Gallien,wereufed, evenby theLatin writers ofthe middle ages, 
for Hippocrates and Galen. Sce the Infcripticns in the library 
at st. Albans, Afonaf. t. 1. p. 1845 

Maras cram medicus, Hypocras fom nomine deus 

Alter et seresiua vocitatzs cram Galignus, 
Bee below, ver. 13249, 
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Sh TYE PROLOGUE, 


In fanguin and in perfe he clad was alle. 
Lined with taffata and with fendalle. 
And yet he was but efy-of difpence; 
lic kepte that he wan‘in the peftilence; 
For gold in phifike ts a cordial, 443 
’ Therfore he loved gold in fpecial. ” 
A good Hif was ther of befide Bathe, 

But fhe was fom del defe, and that was fcathe. 
Of cloth making fhe hadde fwiche an haunt 
She paffed hem of Ipres and of Gaunt. 456 
In all the parifh wif re was ther non ‘ 
That to the offring before hire fhulde gon, 
And if ther did, certain fo wroth was fhe 
That fhe was out cf alle charitee. 
Hire coverchiefs weren ful fine of ground; asg§ 
I dcorite {were they weyeden a pound 
That on the Sonday were upon hire hede : 
Hire hofcn weren of fine fcarlet rede, 
Ful ftreite yteyed, and fhoon ful moift and newe : 
Bold was hire face, and fayre and rede ofhew. 460 
She was a worthy woman all hire live; 
Houfbondes at the chirche dore had fhe had five, 
Withouten other compagnie in youthe, 
But therof nedeth not to fpeke as nouthe; 

%. 549. Moift and neve] Moiftishcreufedina peculiar fenfe,as 
desived from wuficus ; fur according to Nonius, 2, 518, *“Mue 
“© ftum non folum vinum, verum etiam novellum quiquid eft, 


** recte dicitur.” Soin ver. 17009 moiity ale is oppofed to old. 
Y. 464. as nouthe} The ule of nouthe for now, in this place, 


Zz 


Fre RoLocves 37 


And thries hadde the ben at Jerufaleme i 
She hadde paffed many.a Rrange Qreme 

At Rome the hadde'ben, and at Boloine 

In Galice at Scint James, and at Coloin 

‘She coude moche of wandlring by the wi 

Gat-tothed was fie, forhly for to fay 470 
‘Upon an ambler efily the fat, 

‘Yowimpled wel, and a0 hice hede'an hat : 
Asibrode as isa bokt - a 
A fore mantebabour be 
And on hire fete part 

In felawthip wel coudethe 

Of remedies of love the knew parcnance, 

For of that arte the coude the olde dance, 


A goad man ther was of raligioun . 
‘That was a ponre Per/one of a toun, 480 
But riche he was of holy thought and werk; 

‘He was alfo a lerned mana Clerk, 


‘That Criftes gofpel trewely wolde preche; 

His parithens devoutly wolde he teche; . 
Benigne he was, and wonder diligent, a8s 
And in adverfite ful patient, 


hhas (0 much the appearance of a boteh, that {t may be proper 
to obferve that the word was in ufe before Chaucer's time. 
Bee R. G. p. 45558. In the latter inftance it is m the middle of 
the verte. 
¥. 470. Gat-tothed} Whether we read thus, 
wality ofthe mil. oret-4 
with ed. Ur. Tconfels my’ 
a meant by this citcumftance of deictiption. The Wile ufes the 
phrafe when (peaking of herfelf in ver. 6155. 
Volume II, 










38 THE FROLOGUES 


And fwiche he was ypreved often fities; 

Ful loth were hian to curfen for his tithes, 

But rather wolde he yeven ont of doute 

Unto his poure parifhens aboute 490 
Of his offring, and cke of his fubftance 
He'coude in lel thing have fofifance 
Wide was his parifh, and houfes fer afonder, 

But he ne left nought for no tain ne thonder, 

To fikeneffe and in mifchief to vifite 493 
The ferreft in his parifh meche and Lite 

Upon his fete, and in his hand a Raf: 

This noble enfample to his thepe he yaf, 

That firft he wrought and afterward he taught, 
Out of the gofpel he the wordes caught, 08 
And this figure he added yet therto 
That if goldrufte what fhukl iren do? 

For if a preeft be foule on whom we treft 
No wonder is a lewed nian to ruf; 
And fhame it is if that a preeft take kepe ges 
To fee a fhitten fhepherd and clene fhepe: 
Wel ought a preeft enfample for to yeve 
By his cleneneffc how his shepe fhulde live. 
He fette not his benefice to hire, 
And lette his fhepe acombred in the mire, 510 
And ran unto London unto Seint Poules 
To fcken him a chanterie for foules, 
Or with a brotherhede to be withold, 
But dwelt at home and kcpte wel his fold, 


¥ 


‘THE MoLoGuE. ar 


And that wasmoft of finne and harlotries 
Wel coude he ftclen corne and tollen thries; 
And yet he had a thomb of gold parde, 565 
A white coteanda blew hode wertd be: 
A baggepipe wel coude he blowe and foune, 
And therwichall hekraught us out of toune. 
A gentil A€anciple was ther of a temple, 
Of which echatoursmighten take enfemple $70 
For to ben wife ia bying of witaille, 
For whether that he paide'or toke by taille 
Algate he waited fo im his achate 
‘That he was ay befare in good eftate : 


=icces in burletue Latin rhymes/fome of which have been 
Ailely attributed to Walter Map. 

Salar, and Du Caner in v 5 

‘Sittin 8 im my. B24. 4569, James, 






2, which isentitled Liza 
<yftam Goliardi Auglici,and begins thus; 





Ornibos in Gatiy Anes Goliad, 
DObediens et humilis ater non bata 
Gale dfeipatungutens goed tam tray 
Sanat alutem fetsbusy nomine Ricbardon 

“Theta anza is this 


Summa falus omoium, flius Ma 
Pafeat, potet, veitiat puctes 6 













Ad dies wtgue ultiwos 
nteveralguthiors of the 1 uoted by Du Cange, 
Ye atiardi are claffed with th 6460 Ts 3, 
¥.$65. a thonh of gold} Ui the aliufion be, as is mv pr 
, to the old proverb, * Every honeft miler has. 
“of gold,” this palfage may mean that our Miller, notw 


fading bis thet, was an inntct millet, ie. a8 home a 
then 
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43 THE PROLOGUE. 


Now is not that of Goda ful fayregrace = 5:75 
That fwiche a lewed mannes wit fel pace | 
The wifdom of an hepe of lered men? 

Of maifters had he mo than thries ten 
That were of lawe expert and curious, 
Of which ther was a dofcin in that hows. 80 
Worthy to ben ftewardes of rent and lond 
Of any lord that is in Engtelond,. 
To maken him live by his propre goo 
In honour detteles, but if he were wood, 
Or live as fcarfly as him lift defire, 5% 
And able for to helpen all a hire 
In any cas that mighte fallen or happe; 
And yét this Manciple fette hir aller cappe. 

The Reve was a flendre colerike maa, 
His berd was fhave as neighe as ever he can: a¥ 
His here was by his eres round yfhorne; 
His top was docked like a preeft beforne : 
Ful longe were his legges and ful lene, 
Ylike a ftaff; ther was no calf yfene: 
Wel coude he kepe a garner and a binne; SIS 
Ther was non auditour coude on him winne: 
Wel wifte he by the drought and by the rain 
The yelding of his feed and of his grain. 

Y. S88. fetrre bir aller cappey ANer is the genittve plunl of 

alle, from the Sax. cair2. Hir aller would be properly rendereg 


in Latin corumonmium. See the Ffay, &9’c.n. 27. To feta man’y 
cap is the fame as to make a foul ofhim. See ver. 3145, 


Mow that a clerk bath {ct the wrightes cappe. 


‘JHE rKOLOGUE, a3 
His lordes thepe, hisnete, and his deirie, 
Hisfwine, his hors, his floro, and his pultrie, | 600 
Were holly in this Reves governing, 
And by his covenant yave he rekening, 
Sin that his lord wastwenty yere of ages 
‘Ther coude no man bring-him in arerage. 
‘Ther n’as baillif, ne herde, ne other hine, 603 
‘That he ne knew his fleight and his covine; 
"They were adradde ofhim as of the deth. 
His wonning was fal fayre upon an hethy 
With grene trees yfhadewed was his place; 
Hecoude better than his lord pourchace > 610 
Fol riche be was yflored privily: 
His lord wel coudehe plefen fubtilly 
To yeve and lene him of his owen good, 
‘And have'a thank and yet a cote and hood. 
In youthe he lerned hadde a good miftere; 615 
He was a wel good wright, acarpentere. 
This Reve fate upon a right good flot 
‘That was all pomelee grey, and highte Scot: 


¥.617. a right good fot] Itake fot to be put here for fs 
the Saxon word for aftallon. A fot fignified properly a bul” 
feck, as it il does in the North, See the Percy: Houh 
P. 4,and note. ‘The paffage whichDu Cange, in v. 
quoted from Maddox, Horm. Augl. p. 427, to thew 
fignifies equus admipcirius, proves rather that it ign 
lock. Jolin de Nevill leaves to his eldelt fon fevetal 
legacies “et eciam ce vaceas pro flauro, ce ftter otf 
«mm bidentes,” &c. Stirke is the Sax. name for a heifer, fo 














44 THE PROLOGUE. 


A long furcate of perfe upon he hade, 

And by his fide he bare a rufty blade... 62a 
Of Norfolk was this Reve of which Tell, “ 
Befide a toun men clepen Baldefwell. 

Tucked he was, as is 2 frere abaute, 

And ever he rode the hindereft of the ronte. 

. & Sompnour was ther with asin that place 625 
That hadde a fire-red cherubinnes face, ' - 
For faufefleme he was, with eyen narwe; ” 
As hotce he was and likerous as a {parwe, 

With {called browes blake and pilled berd; 

Of his vifage children were fore aferd. 63a 
Ther n’as quickfilver, litarge, ne brimiton, 

Boras, cerufe, ne oile of tartre nan, 
Ne oinement, that wolde clenfe or hite, . 

That him might helpen of his whelkes white, 


¥. 626. cherubinnes face] H. Stephens, Apol. Herod... bl. ce 

30, quotes the farne thought from a French epigram ; 
Nos grands dotteurs au cherubin vifage, &e. 

¥. 627. faufefeme} 1 find this word in an old Fr. book of phy- 
fick, which L have quoted before in n. on ver. 165; “‘Oignement 
‘* magiftrel pur faufefleme et pur chefcune manere de roigne.” 
—Roigne fignifies any fcorbutick eruption. Soin the Thou/and 
Notable Things, b. i. 70, ‘* A fawsfleame or red pimpted face 
*‘ is helped with this medicine following.”—-Two of the in- 
gredicnts are quickfilver and brimftone. In another place, bi 
ii. 20, oyle of tartar is faid “‘to take away cleane all fpots, 
** freckles, and filthy wheales.” Thefe lait I fuppofe are what 
Chaucer calls whelkes.—The original of the word feems to be 
pointed out in the following paffage, Vir. R.ii, a Mon. Eve/D, 
p- 169 ; “* facies alba---interdum /a:g:inis feumate viclata.” 


THE PROLOGUE. as 


‘Ne ofthe knobbes fitting ow his chekes: |) 635, 
‘Wel loved he garlike; onions, and lekesy | | 
And for to drinke flrong win as rede as blood, 
"Phan wolde he fpeke and crie ashe were wood; 
And whan that he weldronkem had the win, 
"Than wold he fpeken no word but Latins 649 
A fewe termes coude hé; two orthréey || 
"That he had lerted our of fom decrees 
‘No wonderis, he heard it all the day! 
‘And eke ye knowen wel how that ajay) | 
Can clepen wate as wel as can the pope?) 
But who fo wolde in other thing him grope  ( 
‘Than hadde'he fpenivall his philofophie; 
Ay Queflo quid jurie? wolde he crie. 
He wasa gentil harlot anda kind; 

A better felaw thulde 9 man not find: 650 
He wolde fuffre for a quart of wine 
A good felaw to have his concubine 
A twelve month, and excufe him at the full: 
Ful prively a finch eke conde he pulls . . 

¥- 648. Quetio quid Juris} This kind of queftowoceurs tre 
quently in Ralph de Hengham. After having ftated a cafe he 
adds, Quid juris ? and then proceeds to give the antwer to it. 
See Heng. Mag. c. xi. ; “ERoautem quod reus nullo modo ve= 
“nerit ad hune dlem. quid juris 7? €c. See alfo c. 12. 

“¥. 649. a gentil barlof] ‘The name of barlot was anciently 
given tomenas well as women. See below, ver. 7336. Herled, 
in Welth, is faid to fignify imply a young man, and Berlodes 
a young woman. Ricbards, Wel Did. in v. ; with usit (ems 


always to have been a difgraceful appellation. In X. R. vcr: 
6068, King of bar lots in Chaucer's trandat, of Roy des ribaidx, 








a6 BE PROLOGUE. 


Ang if he found 0 whete 2 good felawe. 
He wolde techen him to have nos awe 
In fwiche a cas.ef the archedekenes curfe, 
But if.2 masnesioule were.in his purfe, 
For in his puefe he thulde ypuhifhed be; 
Pusfe is the arehedckens hele Bid he, 
But wel I wote he ied right in dede; 
Of curfing ought eche gilty man him drede, 
For curfe wol fle right aé affoiking faveth, 
And alfo ware bim of a fgnificavit. 
In danger hadde he at his owen gife 
The yonge girles of the diocife, 
And knew his confeil and was of hir rede. 
A gerlond hadde he fette upon his bede 
As gret as it were for an aleflake ; 
A bokeler hadde he made ham of a cake. 
With him ther-rade a gentth Pardoxere 

Of Rouncevall, his frend and bis compere, 

¥. 664. a fignifcavit] The writ de excommunicato 
commonly called a fgrifcavit, from the beginning ov 


which is as follows : ** Rew Vicecomiti L. falutem. § 


‘Tie PROTOGUE: ap 


‘That fireit was comen'from the'court of Rome; 
Fulloude he fang Come hither Jove to me. 

‘This Sompnour bare'tohim atif'burdoun, 675 
‘Was never trompe'of half fo greta foun. 

‘This Pardoner had here as yelwe'es wax, 

But fmoth it hengias doth a ftrike of flax; 

By unces heng his lokkes'that he haddes ° 

And therwith he his thalders overfpradde + 680 


meant to bring his Pardoner fram Roncevaurx fwNavarre, anc 
{yee f cannot find any place dfthat mame ta England. An hor 
pital * Bests arise de Rowneyyalle” in Charing, Londan, iy 
mentioned in the Mowaf. t. il. p. 4433 andthere wasa Runce- 
val-Hall in Oxford, Stevens, v. i, p. 2625 f0 that pethaps it 
‘was the name of fosne fraternity. 

¥. 574. Come dither love tome] This, Lfuppote, was the be- 
ginging or the burthen of fome known feng.—Loye is here a 
dillyllable, as in vers 2605 

In lve days, ther céud he méchel helpe. 
and In ver. 16233 ‘ 
Tul (oth is fiyde, that love né Iprdthip. 

‘The double rhyme of to, me anfwering to Rome, proves evi- 
Gently that Rome in this place's to'Be pronuuticed'as a iffy 
lable; we need thereforeheve no feruple, Ithink, of pronout= 
cing it in the fame manner wherever the metre requires two 
Syllables. See ver. 4562, 4576, S388, $968.—A like ufc may 
be made of other firsttar thymes in Chaucer for eRablithing 
the proadinctatioiiofehee feminine. In ver. 166734y merhy mes 
‘to time, and in Troil, #. 991, to timerand prime ; and accord 
Ingly both time and prinie are ufedin otlier places as dify- 
Libles. See ver. 7824, 10927—10674, 12596.-~-In thefe cafes 
‘the firial monofyllable me transfers itsaccent to the preceding. 
fyllable, after the manicer of the Greek encliticks, and the final 
€ of courte becomes a.mere ¢ fethinine. 

‘¥. 675, bare—a ff burdoun).8ang thebafs. Soe vor. 41636 
and Du Cnge inv, Burda. 








a8 THE PROLOGUE. 


Ful thinne it lay, by culpons on and on, 
But hode for jolite ne wered he non, 
For it was truffed up ip his wallet. 
Him thought he rode al of the newe get, 
Difhevele, fauf his cappe, he rode all bare: 685 
Swiche glaring eyen hadde he as an hare: 
A vernicle hadde he fewed upon his cappe; 
His wallet lay beforne him in his tappe 
Bret-ful of pardon come from Rome al hote : 
A vois he hadde as [male as hath a gote : 690 
No berd kadde he, ne never non fhulde have ; 
As fmothe it was as it were newe fhave; 
I trowc he were a gelding or a mare. 
But of his craft, fro Berwike unto Ware 
Ne was ther fwiche an other Pardoncre, 695 
For in his male he hadde a pilwebere 
Which, as he faide, was oure Ladies veil: 


He faide he hadde a gobbet of the fey] 


Y. 634. the newe get} ‘The new fathion. Geere or sett (for the 
mit. ditfer) is uled in the tame fenfe by Occleve, De Reg. Princ. 
wi. Bod. 1504, 1706; 

Alfo ther is »nother secve gette, 
All foule weite of cloth and excciif——_ 

Y. 689. Bret-ful of pardon) Thisis the reading ofall the mf. 
The fame word occurs in the fame fenfe in ver. 2166, and in 
F. iii. 1032, but (have found no other pafiages in which the 
word bret is uted. Free tor freizhted, fraugh:, 'isufed by Lyd- 
gate, in a baliade talfely attributed to Chaucer, edit. Urr. p. 
552, ver. 26, ; ** Ther kinde is fret with doublenes”—and in 
raged. bev. c. 735 ** Fret full of tones.” b. viii. c. 7, oo With 
*‘ riche tones sret.'—Fret may allo be dened from the Sax. 


STLIL'LIN, OFNare, 


2 


THE PROLOCUE. ag 


Thatte Scint Peter had whan that ho went 
Upon the fee till Fefu'Czilhimhent:.. . 9c0 
He had achets of iatén Fal of Rones, mS 
And in a glas he hadde pipgesbones. ©. * 
But with thefe retikes whanne that be fend: 
‘A poure perfane dwellhig up oniond, -: 
Upon a day he gat him'more moncie' «= 70 
Than that the perfone gat ‘in‘monethes tweie'; 
And thus with fained attcring andjapts ©. 
He made the perfone and the'peple nie apoe 

But trewely to tcilen‘atte lat, 
He was in chirche a-ndble ecelefiah: 710 
Wel coude he rede a teffon or a forte, 
But alderbeft he fang an offertorie; 
For wel he wifte whan that fong wasfonge . 
He mufte preche and wel afile his tonge 
To winne filver, as he right wel coude, a1§ 
Therfore he fang the merier and loude, 

Now have [ told you fhortly in a claufe 
Th’ eftat, th’ araie, che nombre, and eke the caufe, 


¥. 710. a noble ecclefaf] Itappears from herce that the Par- 
doner was an itinerant ecclefiaftick, of much the fame ftamp 
with Frate Cipolla in The Decameron, v!. 10. By the flat. 23 
H. VII. c.42, all pro€iors and pardoners going about in any 
country without fufficient authority are to be treated as vaya- 
bonds. Their impofitions upan the credulity of the vuigar 
have been checked by feviral councils. See Du Canze in v. 
Quefliarii and Quefliiona ius, under which general names the 
venders of Indulgences are included. 
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se TRE PROLOGUES 


Why that-eflembled was this compagnie | 

In Southwerk at this gentil hoftelrie 920 

That highte The Tabard, fafte by the Belle. 

But now is time to you for to telle 

How that we beren us that iike night 

‘Whan we were in that hoftelrie alight; . 

And after wol I telle of our viage, 725 

And all the remenant of our pilgrimage. 
But firfle | praie you of your curtedie 

That ye ne arette it not my vilanie, 

Though that I plainly {peke in this matere, 

To tellen you hir wordes and hir chere, 9730 

Ne though I fpeke hir wordes proprely ; 

For this ye knowen al fo wel as I, 

Who fo fhall. télle a Tale after a man 

He mofte reherfe as neighe as ever he can 

Everich word; if it be in his charge, 735 

All fpeke he never fo rudely and fo large, 

Or elles he mofte tellen his Tale untrewe, 

Or feinen thinges, or finden wordes newe : 

He may not fpare although he were his brother ; 

He motte as wel fayn o word as an other. 740 

Crift fpake himfelf ful brode jn holy writ, 

And wel ye wote no vilanie is it : 

Eke Plato fayeth, who fo can him rede, 

‘The wordes mofte ben ccfin to the dede. 


®. 743. Fke Plato faveth] This faying of Plato Ja.quoted a- 
gain, ver. 171 54. Our Author probably took it ftom Boethius, 
b. iii. pr. 12. See alfo Rom, de la R. ver. 1a85. 


‘THE PROLOGUE. " 


+ “Alf I praie-you to forgive it me 5 
All have I not fette follk in hir degree 

Here in this Tale asthat they thulden ftonde + 

‘My wit is thort ye may well uaderftonde. 

Gret chere made oure Hofte useverich on, = - 
And tothe fouper fette he us anon, 150 
And ferved us with vitaille of the beites “ 
Scrong was the win, and wel to drinke us lefte. 

A femely man our Hofte was with alle 

For tohan ben a'marfhal in an halle ; 
Aclarge man he was, with eyen fepe 
A fairer burgeis is ther non in Chepe= 

Bold of his fpeche,and wile, and wel ytaught, 
And of manhood elaked right him naught; 
Eke therto was heright a mery men, 

‘And after fouper plaien he began, 760 
Aad fpake of mirthe amonges acher thinges 

‘Whan that we hadden made our rekeninges, 

And faide thus; Now Lordinges, trewely 

Ye ben to me welcome right hertily, 





15 





‘¥. 761. amonges] I have ventured to lengthen the common 
reading among by a fyllable, ast 
utes the word fo lengthened in other places. Se 

(vide, amenger other thinges fnaleo— 
and ver. 990: 
Amonger other of hls boned hinges. 
I fufpedt that the Sax. gemanz had originally a termination in 
44x, gemangan, like many otlics of the Saxon adverbs awd Ye~ 














52 TRE PROLOOUA 


For by my trouthe, if that:l fhaknotWe,:.- ~~ 96 
I faw nat this yere {wiché a compagnie =: . 
At ones ib. shis herberwe 4s janom; *. ' 
Fayn wolde Ldo. you mirthe aad I-wiftc how ; 
Aud of, minthe.I am right now: bbshoughe 
To.don you efe, and it hhalicofn yonnought. 370 
Ye gon to Canterbury; God you pede, ssi; 
The bhifsGal martyr quite yau:yout mede; 
And wel I wot.as ye gon by.the way : 
Ye fhapen you ta talken andtaplay; . | 
For trewely comfort ne mitthe is.non 393 
To riden by the way dombeas the-fiou ; 
And thetfoes wold | maken, you difport, 
As I faid ex&, and don you fome comfort. 
And if you liketh alle by on affent 
Now for to ttonden at my jugement, 980 
And for to werchen as I fhal you fay - - 
To-morwe, whan ye riden on the way, 
Now by my faders foule that is ded. ; 
But ye be mery, {mitesh of my.hed: .. . 
Hoid up your hondes withouten more fpeche. 78 
Oar confeil was not lorige for to teche; 
Us thought it was not worth to make’it wife, 
And granred him withouten more avife, 
And bad him fay his verdit as him lefte,. 
Lordinges, (quodhe) now herkeneth for the befte; 


¥. 787. to make it wife] ‘Fo makeit 2 matter of wifdom art 
deliberation ; {0 in vert. 397%, 11538, We made it firange——— 
fignities he made ita matter of diticuty. 





‘THE PROLOGUE. 


But take ietiat,T pray you; in difdain 
‘This is the point,itofpeke'it plat and plain, 
‘That eche of yowto thorten with youre way 
In this viage thal tellen: Tales tway, 
‘To Canterbury ward:l’mene:it fo, 
And homeward he shall tellen other two, 
Of aventures'that whilom han befalle. 
And which of you that bereth him beftofalle, 
‘That is to fayny that telleth in this cas 
‘Tales of beft fentence and moft folas, 
Shal have a fonper at yourealler coft 
Here in this place fitting by this po 
‘Whan that ye comen agen from Canterbury. 
And for to maken you the more metry 
Twol my felven gladly with you ride, 
Right at min owen coft, and be your gide. 
And who that wol my jugement withfay 
Shal pay for alle we fpenden by the way. 
And if ye vouchefauf that it be fo 
‘elle me anon withouten wordes mo, 
And [ wol erly fhapen me therfore. 

“Phis thing was granted, and our othes fwore 













ourfy Te. § 
/] fi. ee and we fwore our 
—and praied him, {s’c. It is tow frequent a practive wil 


Author to omit the govern noun be 
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36 ‘THE KNIGUTES TALE, 


Now let us ridé, and hierkeneth whit! fay. 
And with that word we riden forth our w 

Anil be began with a right mery chere ‘ 

His Tale anon, and faide as ye shul here. 








ree 
THE KNIGHTES TALE. 


‘Wanom, as olde Rories tellen us, 

"Ther was a duk that highte Thefeus; 

Of Atheries he was lord and governour, 
And in his time fwiche a conquerour, 

‘That greter was ther non under the fonnes 
Ful many a riche contree had he wonne, 
What with his wifdom and his chevalrie 
He conquerd all the regne of Feminie, 
‘That whilom was ycleped Scythia, 
And wedded the fresthe quene Ipolita, 

And brought hire home with him to his cont 
‘With mochel glorie and great folempnitee, 
And cke hire yonge fafter Emelie. 

And thus with vidtorie and with melodie 
Let I this worthy duk to Athenes ride, 
Andall his hoft in armes him befide. 





4. BOR. the regne of Fentinie] The kingdom ofthe # 
So Penthefiiea is called by Gower the Queen of Femi: 
-tat, f0l, 75, ihe 975» 





— 


=e, 
‘PRE ENIGHTES TaLR. iF 


Andcertes, ifit n’ere to, long to here, 
T woldphave told you fully the manere 
How wonnen was the rogue of Feminie 
By Thefeus.and by his chevalric, 880 
And of the grete bataille for thenones 
Betwix Athenes and the Amafones, 
And how affeged.was ipolita, 
‘The faire hardy quene of Scythia, 
‘And of the fefte that was gt birewedding, 885 
‘And of the tomple-at hire home coming ; 
Dutall this thing L motte as now farbere > 
Thave, God wot, a large feldto‘ene, 
Andyweke ben the oxen in my plow 
‘The remenent of my ‘Vile is long, ynow. 890 
Iwil not Jetten ke non of thissoutes 
every felaw telle his Tale aboute, 
And Jet fe now who thal the fouper winne. 








‘Ther as I left | wil agen beginne. 
This duk, of whom I made mentioun, 895 
‘Whan he was comen almoftto the toun, 
In all his wele and in his moile pride, 
He was ware, as he caft his eye afide, 


Wher that ther knuled in the highe wey 







+. 886. r 
cept wo, ene Le) Thefeida fays nothing o 
Tempelt; on the contrary it fays that the patlage 








g8 THE KNIGHTES TALE, 


Eche after other, clad in clothes blake; 

But {wiche a crie and fwiche a wo they make, 
That in this world n’is creature living 

That ever herd fwiche another waimenting; 
And of this crie ne wolde they never ftenten 
Till they the reines of his bridel henten. / 


What folk be ye that at min home coming 


Perturben fo my fefte with crying? 

Quod Thefeus; have ye fo grete envie 

Of min honour, that thus complaine and crie? 

Or who hath you mifboden or offended? 

Do telle me, if that it may be amended, 

And why ye be thus clothed alle in blake? 
The oldeft iady of hem all than fpake, 

Whan fhe had {wouned with a dedly chere, 

‘That it was reuthe for to feen and here. 


She fayde, Lord, to whom Fortune hath yeven 


Victorie, and as a conqueror to liven, 


995 


910 


9I5 


Thefeus is deferibed making his offerings, €5’c. upon his return 


in a temple of Pallas, Thef. 1. ii. 

_ ¥. 907-—1 3.) Imitated from The Thefelda ; 
Chi fon coftoro, che a noftri lieti aventi 
Cum crini fpartl, batendofe el pecto, 
Di fqualor piene in altri obfcuri vettimenti, 
Tutte piangendo, come fe in defpecta 
Havefien la mia gioria e l’altre genti. 

The 3d line, I fufpect, thould be read thus; 


Di fqualor piene in atri veflimenti. 
Obfcuri was a glofs for a¢tri. 


¥. 911. mifboden} Injured ; fo in a charter of Canute to the 


church of St. Paul, Mon.7f. v. iii. p. 304, that nan man 


heom mibcode. 





THE KNIGHTES TALE: 59 


' Nought greveth us your glorie and your honour, 
But we befeke you of mercie and focaur: g20 
Have mercie.on our woe and our diftrefic : 
Some drope of pitee thurgh thy gentilleffe 
Upon us wretched wimmen let naw falle; 
For certes, Lord, ther n’is non of-usalle’ < . 
‘That the n’hach ben a duchefle ora quene; . 925 
Wow be we caitives,asitiowelfene:. .. 
Thanked be Fortune and hire falfe whele 
‘That non eftat enfureth to be wele. 
And certes, Lord, toabiden your prefence, —s. 
Here in this temple of the goddefle Clemence 930 
We han ben waiting all this fourtenight : 
Now helpe ag, Lord, fin it lieth in thy might. 

I wretched wight, that wepe and waile thus, 
Was whilom wif to King Capaneus 
That ftarfe at Thebes, curfed be that day; 935 
And alle we that ben in this aray, 
And maken all this lamentation, 
We loften alle our hufbondes at that toun, | 
While that the fiege therabouten lay : 
And yet now the olde Creon, wala wa! 940 
That lord is now of Thebes the citee, 
Fulfilled of ire and of iniquitee, 

¥. 940. wala v2} 1 thall take the liberty of conftantly re- 
prefenting this interjcdion in this fimple form, though in the 
mf. it is written very differently, walacvay, weilrway, wel- 
away, &3c. from whence the more modern vulgar weladay. 


Wa and /2 are both Saxon interjetions of grief, The compound 
wala wa is ufedin Chr. Sax. Gilf. p. 191. 





re) . FWE KNIGHTES Tale. 


He for defpat, and for hie tyrawnie, 

Todon the ded bedizs a vilanie, 

Of alle our lordes, which that ben yflawe, 945 
Hath alle tie bodies on an hepe'ydrawe, 

And will not faffren hem by non affent : 

Neyther to ben yberied ne ybrent, - 

Bot maketh -houndes ete hem in defpite,. - - - 

And with that. word, withouten more refpite, 95@ 
They fallen groff, aad crien pitoufly, — 

Have on us wretched wimmen fom meércy, 
And let our forwe finken in thin herte. 

This‘genti] duk doun from his courfer fterte 
With herte pitons whan he herdhem fpecke; 955 
Him thoughte that his herte wolde all to-breke 
Whan he faw hem fo pitons and fo mate 
That whilom weren of fo gret eftate, 

And in his.atrmes he hem all up hente, 

And hem comforted ia ful good entente, 9 
And fwore his oth, as he was trewe knight, 

Jie wolde don fo ferforthly his mighe 

Upon the tyrant Creon hem to wreke, 

That all the peple of Grece thulde fpeke 

How Creon was of Thefeus yferved, 

As he that hath his dcth ful wel deferved. 

And right anon, withouten more abode, 
His banner he difplaide, and forth he rode 
To Thebes ward, and all his hoft befide: 

No ner Athenes n’olde he go ne ride, 
970. No ner Athenes] Nere ie ulead for nerre, ar 


/ shh Ontehres FALE: ér 
Hetake his ole fetly talfa day, Toe 
But onward on herway kfrat hight he My, 


Unto the toun of Attienes for tetiwell; 575 
Aad torch he ris the WRene more 6 tells . 
The sed Rattio bf Hiite; ith fpere'aitd tage, a 

So fhincth in hietteiee barnes large;)) 0! 
That all etve Retdes pltteren up ind down; ee 
And by-hisbantes botnet Hiepenoh >| g 8 
CP peld ful rds, if Which chat the? wae yet” 
The Minotashehehich these he flew in Crete, 
Thus rit this duk, thus rit this conquervet; 
And in his halt of ehevelrie the four, 
Til that he cameto Thebes, andalight = =§»-_—sw 98 
Felyre in a feld, ther as he thought to fight. 
Bur fhortly fot to fpeken of this thing, 
With Oreon, which that was of Thebes King; 
He fought, and flew Kim manly as a knight 
In plaine bataile, end pat his folk to flight; 990 
Ahbddy affaut he wén the citée after, 
And rent adoun bethe wal, and fparre, and rafter; 
Ang to the ladies he reftored again 
The bodies of hir houfbondes that were flain, 
fAtrer, the comparative of ner : fo ver. 1852, ferre ne nere; ver. 
13350, Mere and here ; ver. 16189, never the nere. 

y- oft. ybete] Probably ftamped, that operation being an- 
eae »1fuppof, performed by the hammer. Sec ver. 119483 

Kelume Il; ¥ 





6a TRE RNIGHTES. Take: 


To don the obfequies, as was the shegife.  --99F 
But it were all to Jong for to dewifa .. : 

"The grete clamour and the wailing. ny 

Whiche that the ladies made at tha-heemmning .. - 

Of the bodies, andthe gret honowr ity. - 

That Thefegs, the noble copquerenr,:. si .! + 1000. 

Doth to the,ladies whas they from-him wente;. - 

But thortly for to telle is min entente.: « Sor ot 
Whan that-this worthy duk,: thie Fhefeus, - 

‘Hath Crecn flaige, and wonnen Thebes thas, - 

Still in the feld he toke all night hisrefte, : x006: 

And did with all the contreeashimlefle: .°- . 

‘To ranfake ia the tas of bodies dede, . 

Hem for to ftripe of harneis and of wede, 

The pillours dide hir befineffe and cure, 

After the bataille and difcomfiture; Icio 

And fo befell that in the tas they found, 

Thurgh gist with many a greyousblody wound, 

Two yonge knightes ligging by and by, 

Bethe in onjaxrmes wroug be ful richely ; 

Of whiche two Arcita highte thaton, - . 7 JOS$. 

And he that-other highte Palamon, aie 


Y. 1016. And he that orber}. He is inf rted for the take of 
the metre: but perhaps we theuld'rathier read,’ with fome of 
the mil. And that atber knight bighte Palaman. Sce the u. on 
ver. 393.—Hightcis a diffylable here, asin places, wer 
G18, 8624 1730, 3097, ef al, It ja difficult. to determine pre: 
cifely what part of fpeech it is; but upan the whole 1 am fp; 

clined to confider it a8 a Word: ofa very fitgular form, a vet 


as 
led . 


i 
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ue KNIGHTES TALE. 6s 


quik: be faily ded they were, Daw iT 
yostearmore and by hir gere: aie eee 
Merknew hie wel in fpécial, ” wk, 
gwveten‘ef the blod real. =" ~- 4020 
saadoffeftrentwoyborne..  :¢ 
i tas the pilloers ban hem torne, *“'* — 
nem caried foft unto thetente- = °°" | 
wand hefulfosighemfente - = = 
es, for to-dwelles in prifon. <“ -’ 3025 
ly bie n’olde po‘rawnfon. Jet 4 
wehis worthy date had thus yom” 

is h6, ind home‘he rit anon,’ *' 

cer crouned-as a ¢énquerour, -" 
he liveth in jeye and in honour 1030 
Phislif; what nedeth wordes mo? 
tous in anguish and in wo 

this Palamont sid eke Arcite 4 
ho, ther may no gold hem quite: 

mffeth yere by yere, and day by day, 03 5 
le ones ina morwe of May 


apastve Sguidcation. Geever.1 560, where I bighte 
fy I am called, as in the verie preceding to bigdte 
be called. According to thishypothefis, in the pre- 
ce; and in ver. 618, $62, 17.30, where Aighre fieni- 
led, it is put for highted ; and in ver. 3097, where 
is called, for highteth.—It thould be obferved thaz 
atan, vocare, promitterc, from whence bight. is de- 
verb a@ive ofthe common form, and to is Lig hte it 
it fignifics to prosmiilc. See ver, 6005, S373. 
Fj 





oe TEE KRIGHT AST OSD 


That Emelie, that fayrer:wys to, feen «i. 
Than is the lidie apap his Ralke. gnemes 


And fresther than the Niay missfenanewa, 


(Fog with the rofe coloun ref hirahewes - 
T rot which was the Gfposof hom twa) | 
Er it was day, as doe was wont: tarda «..: 
She was arifen, and-all redy.dighte:.:.. 
For May wol bave po foganiigia. nights . 
‘1 he fefon priketh every gentil:horta,.: 
And maketh him out of his flapetp Alerts, : 
dind fayth, rife, and do thin ebicerenney 
This maketh Emelic han. remamhrance 
To don honourso May, and for-ta-rife ; 
Yclethed was the fresthe for to.genifer, 
Hire yelwe here was broidod-im atreffe. - 
Behind hire back, a yergg Jong | gefla;. 
Acd in the gardia at the fpppe up; . 
She walketh-up aad daua wher as hixe litt; 
She gathereth Goures, partie whiee a and red, : 
To make a fotel geriond for. hire-hady.-.- 
And as an angel hevenlich fhe fong. 
The grete taur-that-was fo thkke and @rang, 
Which of the caftel was the chef f dopgeon, 
(Wher as thefe knightes weren in, prifon, 


Pv) 


1048 


Ies§ 


1069 


Y. 1053. af the fonne uprif] ¥ thouid have had no objedtion 
tothe reading of ed. Urr. as the fonne uprif, i. e. upriferb, ift 
had tound it in any mf. The common redding {s fapported by 

Lydgate, Tb. fol. 364, a. where-xprif-is uted bor uprifing, * 


- 


‘THE KNIGHTES TALE. 65 


‘bTtobde you, and tellen thal) 
mjoinant tothe garilin wall, 

this Emelie had hire playing. 

‘twas the fonne and clere that morwening, 
amon, this woful prifoner, 1065 
his wone, by leve of his gayler 

‘n, and romed in a chambre on high, 

‘he all the noble citee figh, 

éthe gardin, ful of branches grene, 

this fresthe Emelia the thene 1070 
tire walk, and romed up anddoun. 

forweful prifoner, this Palamon, 
hischambre romiing to and fro, 

‘aimfelfe contplaining of his wo: 

‘was borne ful oft he fayd Alas! 1075 
‘befell, by aventure or cas, 

argh a window thikke of many a barre 

gret, and fquare as any {parre, 

his eyen upon Emelia, 

rwithal he blent and cried A! 1080 
gh he ftongen were unto the hert 
with that crie Arcite anon up fterte, 





>. be blent) This word has ws 
ived from blinnan, ecsares secare sur blen= 
re. Tefeems here to be uied ina fourth fente, the 
which Shake(peare utes the verh to blench, i. ¢. to 
Aart afide. Jobnjon's Dist. in v. Blench. See Gly in 
da, tof Blend 


iow: 





fenfes in Chaucer, 














66 SRE RNIGETRE TALS. 


And faide, Cofin min, what-cyleth.dhies | 
That art fo pale:and deviy.for.ta.fend: . . 

' Why crideft thon? who hath thee: dan offence: 
For Godderdave take.all in POAER CE: - 
Quz prifon, for it may pon. otber hes. 
Fortune hath yaver pa this adverfite: -- 

Som wikks alpe@.ordifpofision. - 
Of Saturne, by fpmcanfisllasing, c's: 0s} 
Hath yeven. we this, alehough wa hog it wore ¢. 
Sp food the heyen whaa that we -wee¢.hors : 
We mofte endure ; this is tha thert end. plein. 

This Palgmon anfwerde, sad fayde egain, 

Cofin, forfoth of thisopinion. _...; - ! 
Thou haft a.vajne imagination ;. - 

This prifon canfed me not for ta erie, 

But I was hurt right now thurghopt min cye 
Inco min herta, that wol my bane be : 

The fayrnefie of a lady that I fe i 
Yond in the gardin roming to and fro 

Is caufe of all my crying and my wo: 

I n’ot whe’r fhe be waman of goddeffe,. 

But Venue is je fothly as I geffe. 

And therwithall on knees adoun he fill, } 

And fayde ; Venus, if it be your will | 

You in this gardin thus to tranofigure, 

Beforn me forweful wretched creature, 

Oat.of this prifon helpe that we may {cape; 
And if fo be our deftine be fhape ] 


£ 


FER RNIGHTRS TALE, éy 
orkta dics in prifen, | 7 
sage hawe. forms compafian, --: 
» law phnonght by tyrasinic: 
with that word Arcite yan efpie 
as thig indy romed seand fro, . SITS 
with that fight hire beauvte hurt him fo, 
at if chat Palemson were wounded fore . - 
scite is huzt ae.moche as he or moze : 
Aad with 2 Sgh bs fayde.pioully, 
The fresthe beauan fleth me fadeniy. -: .. 1120 
Of hire. that rométh ia the yandes place;. . 
And but I have hire.morcie and hire. grace, 
That f may feen hire at tlic lefte way, 
J n’gm but ded; ther n’is no mare ta fay. 
This Palamon, whan he thefe wordes.herd, 1335 
Difpitoufly he loked, and snfwerd, . 
Whether fayeft thou thia in erneft or in play? 
Nay, quod Arecite, in erneft by my fay ;. 
Gad helpe me fo, me luft full yvel pley- 
This Palamon gan knit his browestwey. 1130 
It were, quod-he, to thee no gret honour 
For to be falfe, ne for to be traytour 
To me, that am thy cofin and thy brother 
Yfworne ful depe, and eche of us to other, 
That never for to dien in the peine 1135 
Til that the deth departen fhal us tweine, 


YW. 1035. to dienin the peine} So in Froifiart, v. i. c. 206, 
Edw. If], declares that he will nct return ** jufquesatant cu’ 
** auroit fin de guerre, ou paix 4 futlifunce, ou fon grand hion- 
e* neur: ou il mourroit enla peine.” Sce ally RR. YAre. 





63 @uE KNIGHTES TALE. 
Neyther of us in lowe to hindre ether,. « 


Ne in non other'cas, my leve brother; «=~: : 
But that thou thuldeft erewely forther me - . 
In every casas I fhuld forther thee...  -  --4140 
This wasthin oth, and minalfo certain; —- 
I wot it, wel thou darft ie not withiain: 
Thus art thou of my confeil out of deute, 
And now thou -woldeft falily ben aboute 
To love my lady whom I love andferve, “*. 1345 
And ever thal til'thae min. herte fterve. . : 
Now certes, falfe Arcite, theu fhalt not fo: - 
I loved hire firfte, and tolde thee my wo 
As to my confeil, and my brother fworne 
‘To forther me as I have told beforne, 1150 
For which thou art ybounden as a knight 
To helpen me, if it lie in thy might, 
Or elles art thou falfe I dare wel fain.. 
This Arcita full proudly {pake again. 
Thon fhalt, qued he, be rather falfe than I, II5§ 
And thou art falfe, Utell thee utterly ; 
For sar amour I loved hire firft or thou. 


¥. 1157. par amour / loved dire) i.e. with love I loved her. 
Thisis a genuine old exprefiion. See Froifart, v. i. c.196; “Tk 
** aima adonc par amours, ct depuis efpoufa, Madame Yfabelle 
$* de Juillers”—and Boccace, Decam. x. 7,“ pet amore ami- 
** ate.” So below, ver. 2114, ‘That Joveth par amour.—From 
hence paramour or paramours (in one word) was ufed vulgat- 
ly to fignify love, [fee ver. 3354, 4390,13772,] anda mifirefs, 
ver. 6036 


IJTIBA RETES 2 ack? 


Sa 


Wh wok time s72. onoo wifes aa: gh now 


Woheche: no wer: a wornar ot a goadoh ; 
The » afi Suet at nance 

Ans wut B ew: bbl. 2 CORRENTE, 

For whist i ron thee an cer are, 
AS so Sov abs ang mm de ther twarns. 

I poic chat thre eenten hire Neforne : 
Web tho: ore wz: the Ghie ck ke awe 
Tha: whe dh erex a icvet sav iawe : 
Love is a gretct iawe by aay pan 
Then mar be vewen ef aay crtaiv man; 
And thericre pcdeif jaw: and fwiche decree 
$s breken ali daw for icvs en cche de grex. 

A maz mofic atd=> tave ature hes dy 
He moy net foem i th gid ade ae dad, 
All be fhe maid, or wid we, or cides with 

And eke it as act gkely ail chy ut 
Ta Sonden in hare vrace, no miare shalt ; 
For wei thou walt thy Jelven very 
That chow and Lbe damned t: priton 
Perpetuel; us yaineth no raunfon. 

We frive as did the housJes for the bane, 


si 


rhs 


rits 


1 he | 


They fought all day, and yet hir part waenanw: PEN 
Ther came a kyte, while chat they were to wiethv, 


And bare away the bone bet wis hem both. 


Y. 1165. the eld: clerber free.) ‘The olde clerk te thacthina, 
from whofe book Decoy dito Chances tos berrewid ayes 


In many plices. “Mhe pata je aluds tov ia ta boi at 


Quislepemefet amsuarisa ? 
Alajor lex amor ch fit: 
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And therfore at the kiages court, thy-bebther,* . 
Eche man for himfelf, ther is non other. 
Love if thee luft, for | love, and ay thaly = -- 1195 
And fothly, leve brother, thisisals.. 9 = :m.. 
Here in this prifon moften we endute, «|. 
And everich of ustake hisaventuré.. = - 

Gret wasthe firif, and long betwix hem twey,' 
if chat I hadde leifer for to fey : ee © 5:.°) 
But to th’ effect. .It happed ona day,' 
(To tell it you asfhortlyasI'may) © ©. ~~ -! 
A worthy duk that highte Perithous, 
That felaw was to this dak Thefeus. 
Sin thilke day that they were children lite,'. 3198 
Was come to Athenes his felaw.to vilite, 
And for to play as he was wont to do, 
For in this world he loved no man fo, 
And he loved him as tendrely again: . - 
So wel they loved, as olde bokes fain, ' ¥aco 
That whan that on was dede, fothly to tell. . 
His felaw wente and fought him doun in hell: - 
But of that ftorie lift me not to write, 

Duk Perithous loved wel Arcite, 
And had him knowe at Thebes yere by yere: 1205 
And finally, at requeft and praiere 
Of Perithous, withouten any raunfon, 
Duk Thefeus him let out of prifon, 
Frely to gon wher that him lift over all, 
In fwiche a gife as I you tellen fhall. . 1210 


‘THE KNIGHTES TALE, 


"This was the forword, plainly for to & 
Betwixen Thefeuisand hiny Arcites 
‘That if fo were that Arcite were yfound 
Even.in his lifyby day or night, 0 ftound 
In any countree of this Thefeus, 

And he were caught, it was accorded th 
‘That wich a fwerd he fhuldelefe his hed 
‘Ther was non other remedie ne rede 

But taketh his leveyand homeward he h 
Let him beware, his nekke lieth to wed: 

How gret a forwe fuffereth now Arcii 
The deth he feleththurgh his herte mit 
He wepeth, waileth,crieth, pitoully, 
“To flecn himfelf he waiteth prively. 
He faid, Alas the day that I was borne! 
Now is my prifon werfe than beforne ; 
Now is me fhape eternally to dwelle 
Not only in purgatorie but in helle. 
Alas! that ever | knew Perithous, 

For elles had I dwelt with Thefeus, 

‘Yfetered in his prifon evermo; 

‘Than had I ben in bliffe and not in wo: 

Only the fight of hire whom that I ferve 

Thopgh that I never hire grace may dele 

‘Wold have fufficed right ynough for me. 
O dere cbfin Palamon, quod he, 





+. 1214. ofownd] Oné moment. For thisrea 
bliged to 7 
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Thin is the vidorie of thisaventure ; 

Ful blisful in prifon maieft thou endure 3 
In prifon? certes nay, but in paradife. 

Wel hath Fortune yrurned thee the difo,. 
That haft the fight of hire and { th’ abfence. 
For poffible is, fin thou haft hire prefence, 
And art a knight, a worthy and an able, 


That by fome cas, fin Fortune is changeable, - 


Thou maicft to thy defir fomtime atteine: | 

But chat I-am exiled, and barreine ° 

Of alle grace, and in fo gret defpaire, 

That ther n’is erthe, water, fite, ne aire, 

Ne creature, that ef hem maked is, 

‘That may me hele or con comfort in this, 

Wel ought I Rtetve in‘wanhope and diftreffe. 

Farewel my lif, my loft, and my ghdneffe. 
Alas! why plafnen then fo in commune 

Of purveiance of Ged or of Fortune, - 

That yeveth hem fal oft in many a gife 


Wel better than they can hemfelf devife?  - 


Som man defireth for to have richeffe, 

‘I hat caufe is of his murdre or gret fikneffe ;- 
And fom man wold out of his:prifon fayn, 
That in his houfe is of his meynie flaio. 
Infinite harmes‘ben-in this tvatere : 


1240 
1249 


1250 


1259 


1260 


We wote not what thing that we-praicn here.- 


We faren as he that dronke is as a mons: 
A dronken man wot wel he hath an hous, 


¥. 1264. A dronken man} Thisis alfo from Boeth. 1. iii. pr. 2 
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But he ne wot which iv che'right way thider, 1265 
Audtoa dronken man the way is flider, 
And certes in this world fo faren we. 

We feken fat after falicice, 
But we go wrong ful often trewely. 
‘Thos we may fayewalle, and namely 1, 1176 
‘That wende, and had'a gret opinion, 
‘That i€1 might efeapen fro prifon 
“"Yhan { had beh in joye and parfite hele, 
‘Ther now Fam exiled feo my weles 
Sia that 1 may uot feen you Emelie 1259 
Tn’am but ded ther n’is noremedie. - 

‘Upon that other fide Palamon, 
‘Whan that he wift Arcita was agon, 
Swiche forwe he maketh, that the grete tour 
Refouned of his yelling and clamour. 1289 
“The pure fetters on his thinnes grete 
‘Were of his bitter {alee teres wete. 

Alas! quod he, Arcita, cofin min, 
Ofall our ftrif, God wot, the frute is thin, 
‘Thou walkeft now in Thebes at thy large, rats 
And of my wo thou yeveft litel charge. 
‘Thou maift, fith thou haf wifdom and manh 
Affemblen all the folk of our kirrede, 

wy. 1281. The pure fetters:] The very fc 
‘ver. $83, the puredeth, Tire Grecke uled r= 


fenfe, {Tray xadapic: Avery'Timon, Arifizph. 0: 
and the Latins purus putus. See Foi. Vsti 6.10% cur Av gio 
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And.make a weere fo tharpe. on aia rotors, , 
That by fom avetitare or fom arenes v.. FSG 
‘Thou maift have hire to lady und.to wif 
For whom that [ muft nedes lefe my lif. 
For as by way of poflibilitee, © sr: 
Sith chou art at thy large of peifon free, 
And art a lord, geet is thin avantage, :. “as 
More than is min, that fteree, here is g'eage : 
For I may wepe and waile while that | live, 
With all the wo that prifon may me yeve, 
And.cke with peine that love nye yeveth alfo, 
That doubleth all my toprment and my wo. 130K 
_ Therwith the fire of jaloufie up fterte 
Within his breft, and hent him- by the herte 
So woodly, that he like wasto behold _ 
The box-tree, or the afhen ded and cold. 
Than faid he; O crue] Goddes! that governe 1305 
This world with binding of your word eterne, 
And writen in the table of athamant ° 
Your parlement and your eterne grant, 
What is mankind more unto yhold 
Than is the fhepe that rouketh in-the fold? gro 
For flain is man right as another beeft, 
And dwel!eth cke in prifon and arreft, 
And hath fikneffe and gret adverfite, 
And often times giltelcs parde, 
What governance is in this prefctence 1315 


That giltcles turmenteth innocence? 


— 


| pie RRIG!rES TAEE, xs 
And yet encrefeth this afl my penance, | 
"That man is bounden to his obfervance 
For Goddes fake to lerett of his will,’~ 
‘Ther asa beelt may-all his told full, 1370 


And whan a beeft ised he inath nopeines 
‘Bot man alter his dethomote wepe and plcine, 
‘Though in this workihe have care amd wot 
Withonten doute it aye flonden fo, 

‘The anfwer'of this leteTto'divines, 4525 

But wel I wote that‘in vis world gret pine is. 

Alas! | fee a ferpentt withefe, 

‘That many a trewe'tnani hath do mefchefe, 

Gon at histatge, and wher him latt shay tart. 

But I motte ben'in prilon'thutgh Saturn, © 1336 

And eke thurgh Juno} tons and cke wnod, 

‘That hath wel neye deftruied all the blood. 

Of Thebes, with his wafle walles wide. 

And Vemisileeth me of that other file 

For jaloufit; and fere of him Areite. ‘ 1335 
Now wol I flent of Palemon a lite, 

And Ieten him in his prifon till dwelle, 

And of Arcita forth | wol you telle, 

‘The fommer paffeth, ahd the nightes long 
Encrefen doitble wife the peincs trong 1340 
Both of the lover and of the prifoners 
1n‘ot which hath the wofuller mifere. 

For thortly for to fay, this Palamon 


a is damned to n. 
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In chaines and in fetters to ben ded; 
And Arcite is exiled on his hed 

For evermore as out of that contree, 
Ne never more he thal his lady fee. 

You lovers axe | now this queftion, 
Who hath the werfe, Arcite of Palamen? 
That on may fe his lady day by day, 

But in prifon mofte he dwellen alway : 
That other wher him luft may ride or go, 
But fen his lady fhal he never mo. 

Now demeth as you lifte, ye that cam, 
For I wol tell you forth as I began. 


Whan that Arcite to Thebes comen was, 


Ful oft a day he {welt and faid Alas! 
For fen his lady thal he never me. 

And fhortly to concladen all his we, - 
So mochel forwe hadde never creature . 


That is or fhal be while the world may dure. 
Elis flepe, his mete, his drinke, is him byraft, 


That lene he wex, and drie as isa fhaft. 
His eyen holwe, and grifly to behold, 
His hewe falwe, and paie as afhen cold, 
And folitary he was, and ever alone, 


And wailing all the night, making his mone ; 


1383 


5350 


¥35$ 


1360 


1355 


Y. 1346. exiled on his Led] Soin Freif. v.i. e. 241. orders 
were given “que nul fur fa tefle ne s’advancatt d’aller devant.” 
Inv. ii. c. 41, he ufes indifferently ‘* fur la tefte” and ** fus 


** peine de lg telte.” 


Whtd SRIGHT SES TALE. mu 
Arte 3 ie Herda Fon pr ii tibet, AM ook! 
Than wold he-wepée tw iniighte hot He seit. *sH0 
Webe WHS He fpirites; ahd fe low,! 64 
And changet'fo; that fib Het? donde adw- ahs 
His fpech@vte his vow. thenigh meh lt herd ° Tee 
And in his gett; fot all the world Referd: «: 
Nought only like the lovers malédid -0!1! 7: tgs 


OF Breos, but rather ylike iunie, ' me as 

Engendred of huhiduts wefancelike, * Coho 
Beforne hiohed-fif his edly fantaflike: are 
And fhortly farted’ Was'thl tip fo doan’ < 
Both habit anlicke difpefitioon “" ---" rg80 


Of tim, this woftl lover Dan Arcite, - 
What fhuld I aif diy of his wo endite? 
Whan he endured hdd a yere or two 
This cruel torment, and this peine and wo, 
At Thebes, in his contree, as I faid, - 1335 
Upon a night in flepe as he him laid, . 
Him thought how that the winged god Mercary 
Beforne him ftood, aiid bad him to be mery. 
His flepy yerde in hond he bare upright ; ° 
An hat he wered upon his heres bright: 1390 
Arraied was this god (as he toke kepe): 
As he was whan that Argus tokce his flepe, 


Y. 1398. Reforne bis bed in bis celle] This ts the reading of 
mf. F. 'vhe mf. C. i, and #2. read beforn his owen celle—and 
pethapsthcir authority ought tu have been followed inthe text 

Giij 
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And faid him thus; To Athenes fhalt thou wendes- 
Ther is thee thapen of thy wo an ende. 
“And with that word Arcite awoke and ftert. 1398 
Now trewely how fore that ever me fmert, 
€ Quod he, to Athenes right now wol I fare; 

Ne for no drede of deth fhal [ not fpare. 

Fo fe my lady, that [love and ferve; 

In hire prefence I rekke not to fterve, ¥400 
And with that word he caught a gret mirrour, 

And faw that changed was all his colour, - 
And faw his vifage all in another kind; 

And right anon it rau him io his mind, 

That fith his face was fo disfigured 5405 
Of maladie the which he had endured, ; 
He mighte wel, if that he bare him lowe, 

Live in Athenes evermore unknowe, 
‘And fen his lady wel nigh day by day. 
And rivht anon he changed his aray, 5440 
And clad him as a poure labourer. 
Ard all plone, fave only a fquier, 
That krew his privite and all his cas, 

Which was difguifed pourely as he was, 
‘lo Athenes is he gon the nexte way. 34lg 
And tothe court he went upon a day, 
And at the gate he proffered his fervice, 
‘To drugge and draw what fo men wold devife. 
And fhortly of this matere for to fayn, 
Re {cil in office with a chamberlain, 1429 


The whichis dreling mon nth leg 
For be wma fond cone fod sible niet se 

qvery fervent, 
SF conde he hemen woman weer bes : 
_ Forhe vesnyrenge anid. mighty for the nopee,,,, 1428 
And cherto,hs wag fiaang wa Mab OF owe ancl. ios 
To don thay any might can bisa davifen ic 1°.” 
co: A yere op, terabe was in this ferviedenn o'r. E 
Page of the chamabay of Egneliq the bright: «..- 
And Philoftrate he feyde that he highs 1 | dee) sae 
But half fa. ped holoved cman, aa be, olytradtob i 
Ne was ther never.in court ot his.dagye,, fatal =i: 
Fle was fo genti) of conditiouny) 42. inp egret 
That thorghont ali the court was hisrenoum.: -, ° 
They fayden that it were achagite : . - 1438 
That Thefeus wold enhaunfen his degre, 
And putten him in worthipful fervice, 
Ther as he might his vertues exercife. 
And thus within a while his name is {pronge 
Both of his dedes.and of his goodtonge, . 1449 
That Thefeus hath taken him fo ner 
That of his chambre ‘he made him a {quier, 


¥.1430. Phibbftrate] In The Thefeida Arcite takes the name 
of Pentheo. See the Diftourfe, &9'c. p. 186. ‘The name of Phi- 
loftrate might be fugyeited to Chaucer either by Boccace’s _ 
poem entitled Philofrato, or by ‘he Decameron, in which one 
of the charaders Is fo called. In The Midfum. Night’s Dream, 
of which the principal fubjedt.is plainly taken from this’Tale, 
a Philottrate is alfo introduced asa favourite fcrvant of ‘he 
feus, and maftet of his fports. 
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And gave him gold to mainteitie his depres — 
And eke men brought hinr out of hia contre * 
Fro yere to'yere fol prively hisrefits, ~  <:- £445 
But honeftly and fleighly he it fpetie, =. 
That noman wondred how that-Reit hides 
And thre yere in this wife his lif he tadde, -- 
And bare him fo im peesandekein werre 
‘Ther n’as noman that Thefeus heth derre. 1450 
And in this bliffe tet Fnow Arcite, " 
And fpeke I wol of Palamon a lite. 
In derkeneffe and hoivible and ftrong prifon 
This feven yére hath fitten Palamon, . 
Forpined, what for love and for diftrefle. ' 1455 
Who feleth double forwe and hevineffe 
But 'Palamon ? that love diftraineth fo, 
That wood out of his wit he goth for wo, - 
And eke therto he‘is a prifonere 
Perpetuell, not only fora yere. — ¥460 
Who conde rime in Englifh proprely ~ | 
His martirdom? forfoth it am not [, 
Therfore I pafie‘as lightly as I may. 
It fell that inthe feventh yere,in May - 
‘The thridde night, (as olde bokes fayn, 1465 
‘That all this ftorie tellen more plain) 
Were it by aventure or deftinee, 
(As whan a thing is fhapen it fhal be) 
That fone after the midnight Palamon, 
By helping of a frend, brake his prifon, = 1470 


TBE KNIGHTES TALS, Sz 


And fieeth the cite fafle.as be may go, °-.: 
For he had yevgn drinke his gayler fo 
Of.a,clarre made of a certain.wine, . 4 
With narcotikes aud opicaf‘Thebesfine, =, 
That all the night shough that men wold him Bakes 
The gailer Dept, he mighte not awake; -;- 1476 
And thus he fleeth as fafte ay ever be may,... 
__ ‘The night was Short, and fefte by the cen 
That nedes coft he molt, himfelren bide... - 
And to a grove fafte ther befide.. ttt. - staBo 
With dredful fant, than ftalketh Palamon: den ek 
For fhortly this. yas his opinion," i 
Thag in that grove he wold him hide all ‘ey, 
And in the night than wold he take his way - 
To Thebes ward, his frendesfortopreie . 1485 
Qn Thefeus to helpen him werreie; 
Aod fhortly, eyther he wold lefe his lif 
Or winnen Emelie unto his wif. 
This is the effe&, and his entente plein. __ 7 
Now wol [ turnen to Arcite agein, _ 1490 
That litel with how neighe was hia care, 
Til chat Fortune had brought, him in the f{pare. 


¥. 1479. That nedes copy The fenfe of this paflage, as it 
ftands in the mif. is fo obfeure that I am inclined to adopt the 
alteration propofed in GL. Urr. v. Nede; ** That nedes caf he 
** motte himfelven hide ;” i. ¢. that he quit needs ca or con- 
trive to hide himfelf.—But I find the faine expreftion in L. IF. 
2686 ; ; 
» Or nede: cofe this thing mote here an cade. 
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The befy larke, the meffager of day, 
Salewith in hire fong the morwe gray, 
Aud firy Phebus rifeth up fo bright, | 
That all the orient laugheth of the fight, 


And with his ftremes drieth in the greves - 


The filver dropes hanging on the leves. 
And Arcite, that is in'the court real 

With Thefeus the [quier principal, 

Is rifen, and loketh on the mery day; 
And for to don his obfervance to May, 
Remembring on the point of his defire, : 
He on his courfer, fterting as the fire, 

Is ridden to the feldes him to pley, 

Out of the court, were it a mile or twey: 
And to the grove of which that 1 you told 
By aventure his way he gan tohald, © 
To maken him a gerlond of the greves, 
Were it of woodbind or of hauthorh leves; 
And loud he fong' agen the fonne fhene. 


Maye, with all thy floures and thy grene, 


Right welcome be thou faire frefhe Nfay, 
I hope that 1 fome grene here getten may. 
And from his courfer with a lufty herte 
Into thé grove ful hattily he fterte, 

And in a path he romed up and doun, 
Ther as-by aventure this Palamon =: | 
Was in a buhh, that no nian might him fe, 
For fore afered of his deth was he. 


T495§ 


1$co 


£505 


1510 


ISIS 


~-3520 
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Nothing ne knew he ther it. was Arcite;. 
God wot he srobd have trowed jt fl ie: 
Bpt foth is faid, gon fichen are many yeres, 
lt is ful faireamantoberchimeyen. «ss “$s: $8. 
For al day meten mea at onfet evens. a 
Ful litel wate. Arcite of his felaw,.. 
That was fo neigh to herken: of bis faw,. 
For in the bush he:fittgth now. fol fill. . Let 
Whan that Arcite hed romedalhbie fill, 1538 
And fongen all the roundel laflily,. 
Into a fiudie he fell fedenly, a ; 
As don thefe lovers in hir queinte geres, 
Now in the crop, and now down in the breres, 
Now up, now doun, as boket in a well. - 3539 
Right as the Friday, fothly for to tell, 
Now fhineth it. and now it raineth faft; 
Right fo can gery Venusovercah — - 
The hertes of hire folk, right as hire day 
Is gerfull, right fo changeth fhe aray. 1540 
Selde is the Friday all the weke ylike. 
Whan Arcite hadde yfonge, he gan to fike, 


¥. 1524. feld bath eyen] An old monkith verfe to this effe® 
is quoted in m/. Bot. James, n. 6, p. 161; ** Campus habet 
** fuinen, ct habet nemus auris acumen.” 

Y. 1537. Now shineth it, and nvw] Ihave printed this line 
fo upon the credit of edit. AL which protebes to follow mf, 
tho’ rerhays we might fafely read with mf. 4. Now itre thineth 
nowe>-//¢ may haye been a diffyllable formerly as well as aise, 
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And fet him doan withouten any more; 

Alas! (quod he) the day that { was bore! 

How longe, Jano, thargh thy crueltee 

Wilt thou werreien Thebes the citee? 

Alas! ybrought is to confufion 

The blood real of Cadme and Amphion: ~ ° 

Of Cadmus, which that was the fire man 

That Thebes built, or firfte the toun began, 

And of the citee firfte was crouned king, 

Of his linage am Tf, and his ofspring 

By veray line, as of the ftok real ; 

And now | am fo caitif and fv thral], 

That he that-is my mortal enemy 

1 ferve him as his fquier pourely. 

And yet doth Juno me wel more fhame, 

For I dare not beknowe min owen nante, 

But ther as I was wont to highte Arcite, 

Now highte I Philoftrat not worth a mite. 

Alas! thou fell Mars, alas! thou Juno, 

Thus hath your ire our linage all fordo, 

Save only me and wretched Palamon, 

That Thefeus martireth in prifon. 

And over all this, to flen me utterly, 

Love hath his firy dart fo brenningly 

Yftiked thurgh my trewe careful hert, 

That fhapen was my deth erft than my fhert? 

Ye flen me with your eyen Emelie; 

Ye ben.ths caude wherfore that ! dic. 
2 
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Of all thexemrcnant of min other care. . . 
Ne fet I not the mountance of wtare, 
So that I coud don ought to your plefance, 

And with that word he fell doun in a trance 
A longe time, and afterward up fterte 1575 
This Palamon, that thought thurghout his herte 
He felt a colde fwerd fodunly glide; : 
For ire he quoke, go jenger wolde he hide: 
And whan that he had herd Arcitestale, ‘: 
As he were wood, with face ded and pale, . 1580 
He fterte hin up ont of the bufhes thikke 
And fayde; Falfe Arcite, falfc traitour wicke, 
Now art thou hent, that loveit my lady fo, 
For whom that I have all this peine and wo, 
And art my blood, and to my confeilfworn, 1585 
As I ful oft have told thee herebeforn, § 
And haft beiaped here Duk Thefcus, 
And falfely changed hai chy name thus; 
1 wol be.ded, or elles thou fhalt die: 
Thos thal not love my lady Emelie, 1390 
But | wol love hire only and no mo, 
Kor [am Palamon thy mortal fo. 
And though that I no wepen have in this place, 
But out of prifon am aftert by grace, 
I drede nought that eyther thou flialt die 1595 
Or thou ne fhalt nat loven Emelie : 
Chefe which thou wolt, for thou fhalt not afterte. 

This Arcite, tho with ful difpitous herte, 

Folume IT, H 
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‘Whan he him knew, and had his tale herd 
As fers asa leon polled out a fwerd, 
And fayde thus; By God that fitteth abow, 
Nvereitthat thou art fike and wood for or 
‘And cke that thou no wepen hait in this pl 
‘Thou fhuldett never out of this grove pace 
‘That thou ne thuldelt dien of min ond; 
For I defie the furetée and the bond 
‘Which that thou faift that Ihave made to 
‘What ! veray fool, thinke wel that love is 
And [ wol love hire maugre all thy might, 
But for thou art a worthy gentil knight, 
And wilnefl to darraine hire by bataille, 
Have here'my trouth, to-morwe I will til 
Withouren weting of any other wight, 
‘That here 1 wol be fonnden vs a knight, 
And bringen harneis right ynough for the 
And chefe the Befte, and leve the werlte f 
‘And mete and drinke this night woll brit 
Ynough for thee, and clothes for thy bedd 
And if fo be that thou my lady win, 
And fle me in this wode, ther Lam in, 
‘Thou majft wel have thy lady as for tie. 
This Palamon anfwerd, | graneit thee: 
‘And thus they ben ‘departed til amorwe, 
‘Whan eche of hem hath Isid his faith to bt 
© Cuipide! ont of alle charitee, 
O regne! that wolt no fclaw have with'tht 
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Fal foth is fayde, that love ne lordthip 
Wol nat his thankes have no felawhhip. 
Wel finden that Arcite and Palamon. 
Arcite is ridden anon anto the toun, 1630 
And on the morwe, or it were day light, 
Ful prively two harneis hath he dight, 
Both fuffifant and mete to darreine 
The bataille in the feld betwix hem tweine; 
And on his hors, alone as he was borne, 1635 
He carieth all this harneis him beforne; 
And in the grove, at time and place yfette, 
This Arcite and this Palamon ben mette. 
Tho changen gan the colour in hir face, 
Right as the hunter in the regne of Trace 1640 
That {tondeth at a gappe with a {pere, 
Whan hunted is the lion or the bere, 
And hereth him come rufhing in the greves, 
And breking bothe the boughes and the leves, 
Aud thinketh here cometh my mortal enemy, 1645 
Withouten faile he muft be ded or I; 
For eyther I mote flain him at the gappe, 
Or he mote flen me if that me mifhappe. 


Y. 1628. his thankes] With his good will. See alfo ver. 2109, 
§854, and ver. 2116, hir thantes, with their good will. So in 
the Sux. Chion. p. 2.423, ** fume here thntes, and fume here 
** unthankes 5” aliqui libeater et aliqui ingratis. 

YW. 16.44. And br ehing) The mif. all read orcketb. But it is 
more likely, I think, that the frit tranfcriber thould have mide 
a mifttake inthat word thanthat Chaucer fhould have oifended 
fo unneceflarily againft grammar. 


H ij 
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So ferden they in changing of hirhewe, 
As fer as eyther of hem other knewe. * *” 
Ther n‘as no good day, ne no faluing, 
But fireit withouten wordes reherfing 
Everich of hem halpe to armen other 
As frendly as he were his owen brother; 
And after thatwith fharpe fperesftrong  -— 
They foineden eche at other wonder long. 
Thon mighteft wenen that this Palamon 
In his fighting were as a wood Jeon, 
And asa cruel tigre was Arcite: 
As wilde bores gan they togeder {mite, 
That frothen white as fome for ire wood : 
Up to the ancle foughte they in hir blood : 
And in this wife let hem fighting dwelle, 
And forth I wol of Thefeus you telle. 

The deftinee, miniftre general, 
That executeth in the world over al 
The purveiance that God hath fen beforne, 


So ftrong it is, that though the world had fwo 


The contrary of a thing by ya or nay, 
Yet fomtime it fhall fallen on a day 


%. 1658. In bis febting were ac} Athas been inferter 
fake of the metre, but Lam not fatistied with it. Per 
fhould read febtinge, and pronounce the final ¢. In the 
verbals cfthis form are faid to terminate: in ange, in, 


ungs. Hickes, Gr. AS. ¢. 3, xvii- 
¥. 1670, 1.] Soin The Thefeida, |. v.3 
Ma come nui vegian venir in bora 
Coffa che in mille anni non aviene. 
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That falleth nat efte in a thoufand yere, 
¥or certainly our appetites here, 
Be it of werre, or pees, or hate, or love, 
All is this ruled by the light above. 
This mene I now by mighty Thefeus, 1675 
That for to hunten is fo defirous, 
And namely at the grete hart in May, 
That in his bed ther daweth him no day 
That he n’is clad, and redy for to ride 
With hunte and horne, and houndes him befide; 1680 
For in his hunting hath he fwiche delite, 
That it is all his joye and appetite 
To ben himfelf the grete harts bane; 
For after Mars he ferveth now Diane. 

Clere was the day, asIhavetoldorthis, 1685 
And Thefeus, with alle joye and blis, 
Wich his Ipolita, the fayre quene, 
And Emelie, yciothed all in grene, 
On hunting ben they ridden really : 
And to the grove, that flood ther fatte by, 1690 
In which ther was an hart as men him told, 
Dak Uhefeus the ttreite way hath hoid, 
And to the launde he ridcth him ful righe, 
"Ther was the hart ywont to have his flight, 
And overa brooke, and fo forth on his wey. 16965 
This duk wol have a cours at him or twey 
With houndes, fwiche as him luft to commaunde. 
And when this duk was comen to the Jaunde, 

Hoy 
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Under the fonne he loked, and anon’ 
- He was ware of Arcite and Palamon,’ 
That foughten breme, as it wore Bolles two { 
The brighte fwerdes'‘wenten to and fro ©." 
So hidoufly that with the lefte firoke 
It femed that it wolde felle an oke, 
But what they-weren nothing he ne wote ! 
This duk his courfer with his fporres fmote, 
And at a ftert he was betwixhemtwo, = 
And pulled oat a fwerd and cried, Ho! 
No more, up peine of lefing of your hed; 
By mighty Mars he thal anon be ded 
That fmiteth any ftroke that I may fen! 
But telleth me what miftere men ye ben, 
That ben fo hardy for to fighten here 
Withouten any jage or other officere, 
As though it were in liftes really. 

This Palamon anfwered hattily 
And faide ; Sire, what nedeth wordes mo? 
We have the deth deferved bothe two: 
Two woful wretches ben we, two caitives, 
That ben accombred of our owen lives, 
And as thou art a rightful lord and jage 
Ne yeve us neyther mercie ne refuge ; 
And fle me firft for feinte charitee, 
But fle my felaw eke as wel as me; 


Y.1715. As though it were] The beft mf. read— As: 
in & lfles—which perhaps is right. See before, ver. 1¢ 
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Or fle him firft, for though thou know it lite, 1525 
This is thy mortal fo, this is Arcite, 
That fro thy fond is bantfhed on his hed, 
For which he hath deferved to be ded; 
For this is he that came anto thy gate, 
And fayde that he highte Philoftrate. 1730 
Thus hath he japed thee fal many a yere, 
And thou haft maked him thy chief fquiere, 
And this is he that loveth Emelie. 
For fith the day is come that I fhal-die | 
I make plainly nsy confeffion, "3935 
That [am thilke woful Palamon 
That hath thy prifon broken wilfully : 
I am thy mortal fo, and it am I 
That loveth fo hot Emelie the bright, 
That I wold dicen prefent in hire fight, 1740 
Therforg I axe deth and my iewife; 
But fle my felaw in the fame wife, 
For both we have deferved to be flain. © 
This worthy duk anfwerd anon aeain, , 
And fayd, This is a fhort conclufion ; 1745 
Your owen mouth, by your confeffion, 
Hath damned you, and I wol it recorde; 
It nedeth not to peine you with the corde: 
Ye fhul be ded by mighty Mars the Rede. 
‘The quene anen for veray womanhede 1750 


armet——And Fraifirt, v. i. c. 15%, ee CTL wees Kees any wt 
“colle caute turent futes.? In the preceding Wve aes NSS 
te ald espreilion furore 
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Gan,for $0 mepeeand fo,did Emelics . mon 
And all the ladies in the COMpPAagRite. ceeds. 
Gret pite was it, gait thought hemalle...... -.. 
That ever furiche ashance fhuide befalle, .». pe 
For gentil men they were of gret elas, : Aus 
And nothing but, far love wap:thisdebat; =, ~: 
And fawe hig blody woundes wide and forts 

And alle debe leffe. and more, : a, 
Have mercie Lord upon us wimmen.a alle, | a 
And on hir bare kmees adoun they falle, .. 1960 
And, wold have kift his feet. ther ashe flood, 

Till at the laft aflaked wae his maod; 

(For pitee renneth fone in gentil hertc) 

And though he firft for ire quoke and fterte, 
He hath confideyed- Ahortly j in aclaufe 1765 
T he trefpas of hem: both, and eke the caufe; 

And although that his ire hir gilt accufed, 

Yet in his refon he hem both excufed ; 

As thus; he thaughte wel that every man . 
Wol helpe himfelf in love if that he can, 177@ 
And.cke deliver. chimfelf out of prifon : 

And eke his herte-had compaflion . 

Of wimmen, for they wepten ever in on, 

And in his gentil herte he thoughte anon, 

And foft unto himklf he fayed; Fie 1775 
Upon a lord that wol have na mercie, 


¥Y. 1749. Mars the rede] So below, ver. 1971. Boccace has 
given Mars the fame epithet in the opening of his Thefeida; 
wmemeaee() rybiconde Marto. 





And fpake’ ‘ob ight" 
| The god of Lovey a bencaiaiter (Pr em 
| How mighty and tiow gretex lord i he?" * 
| Again his might ther #ainem tion dbitectés, 





He may be-tlepéda' God for his mirtilés, 1790 
For he can maken‘at ‘hid ewer gfe" 
Ofeverich herte asthit him htt devife,~ 
Lo herehis Arcite} acid this Palatmon, 
That quitely weret! out of my prifon, 
And might have lived'in Thebes really, 3795 
And weten | am Hir mortal enemy, 
And that hir deth fith in my might alfo, 
And yet hath Jove, tangre hit eyen two, 
Ybrought hem hither bothe for to die; 
Now loketh, isnot this an heigh folie ? 18co 
‘Who may ben a fool, but if that he love? 
Behold for Godiles fake that fitteth above, 
Sc how they blede! hethey not welaraied ? 
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Hit wages, and hir fees for hir fervice, 
And yet they werten for to be ful wife 
‘That ferven Love for ought that may befs 
And yet is this the belte game of alle, 
‘That the for whom they have this jolite 
Con hem therfore as mochel thank as me, 
She wot mo more of alle this hote fare, 

By God, than wot.a cuckow or an hare, 
But all mote ben affaied hote or. cold; 

A man mote ben a fool other yonge or oki 
Twot it by myfelf ful yore agon, 





For in my time a fervant was Lon; 
Anditherfore fith L know of loves peine, 
And wot how fore it cana man deflrcine, 
As he that oft hath ben caught in his las, 
1 you foryeve alt holly this trefpns, 

At requeft of the quene that kneleth here 
And eke of Emelie, my fuller dere, 

And ye fluul bothe anon unto me {were 
‘That never mo ye foul my contree dere, 
Ne maken werre upon me night ne‘day, 
But ben my frendes in alle that ye may, 

1 you foryeve this trefpas every del. 

And they him {ware his axing fayr and w 
And him of lordthip and of mereie praid, 
And he hem granted grace, and thus he { 





¥. 18171 And therfore) imitated from The Th 
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‘To fpcke of real linage and richeffe, 
‘Though that the were a'quene or a princeffe, 
Eche of you hotheis worthy douteles 
‘To wedden whan timé is, but natheles 
I fpeke'as furry fuller Eniclie, 1835 
For whom yehave this vif and jaloufie, 
‘Ye wot yourfelf the may not wedden two 
At ones, though ye fighten evermos 
But on of you, al be him loth or lefe, 
‘He mot gon pipen in.an ivy lefes 18s 
Thisisto fay, the may not have you bothe, 
Albe ye never fi jalaus ne fo wrottic. ' 
‘And forthy | you put in’this degrees 
‘That eche of you fhall have his deftinee 
As him is fhape, and herkneth in what wife; 1845 
Lo here your ende of that I thal devife, 

My willis this for plat conclufion 
‘Withouten any replication, 
If that you liketh, take it for the bette, 
‘That everich of you foal gon wher him lefte 1850 
Freely withouten raunfon or dangere, 
And this day fifty wekes, ferre ne nere, 
Everich of you thal bring an hundred knightes, 
Armed for litles up at alle rightes, 
Alle redy to darreia hire by bataille, 1855 
And this behcte I you withouten faille 
Upon my trouth, and ast am a knight, 
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“This is to fayn, that whether he or thou 
‘May with bis hundred, as I fpake of now, 
Sle his contrary, or out of liftes drive, 
Him fwll | yeven Emelie to wive 
‘To whom that Fortune yeveth fo fayr a grace. 

The liftes thal I maken in this place, 
And God fo wifly on my foule rewe, 

As | fhal even juge ben and trewe, 

‘Ye thal non other ende with me maken 
‘That on of you ne fhal be ded or taken 
And if you thinketh this is wel yitid, 
Saith your avis, and holdcth you apaid : 
‘This is your ende and your conclufion. 

‘Who loketh lightly now bat Palamon? 

‘Who fpringeth up for joye but Arcite? 

‘Who cond it tell, or who coud it endite, 

‘The joye that is maked in the place 

‘Whan Thefeus hath don fo fayre a grace? 
But doun on knees went every manere wight, 
And thanked im with all hir hestes might, 
And namely thefe Thebanes often fith. 

And thus with good hope and with herte blith 
‘They taken hir leve, and homeward gan they 
To Thebes, with his olde walles wide. 

T trowe men wolde deme it negligence 
If | foryete to teHlen the difpence 


‘Y. 1861, Sle bis contrary] ‘The terms in The Thefe! 
fray 





‘Chi Vattra parte caccera di faore 
Kerfuias Uarme,mar.ty Ufa, 
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Of Thefens, that goth fo belily 3885 
‘To maken up the lies really, 
‘That fwiche # noble theatre as it was 
1 dare wel fayn in all this world ther n'as: 
‘The circuite a mile was aboute 
‘Walled of ftone, anddichedall withoute; 1890 
Round was the shape, in nianere of acompas 
Ful of degrees, the hight of fixty pas; 
"That whan aman was fet on o degree 
‘He letted not his felaw for to fee. 
Efward ther ftoodagateofmarbelwhite, 1895 
‘Weltward right fwiche another in th'oppolites 
And fhortly to concluden, fwiche a place 
‘Was never in erthe in fo licel a fpace, 
For in the lond ther n'as no cfaftesman 
‘That geometric or arfmetrike can 1900 
Ne portreiour, ne kerver of images, 
‘That Thefe im mate and wages 
‘The theatre for to maken and devife. 
And for to dom his rite and facrifice 
He eftward hath upon the gate above, 1yc5 
In worthip of Venus goddeffe of Love, 
‘Don make an auter and an oratorie, 
‘And weftward, in the minde and in memorie 





ne yal 


¥. 1900. arjetrite] So arithmetick was commanly called 
in our ancient language. Sec below, ver, 78044 and The Sever 
Sages of Romey mf. Cotton, Galba. E. 5 

eometHe and art mctrikey 
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Of Mars he maked hath right fiche another, 
That cofte largely of gold a fother: - -¥gto 
And northward, im a touret on the wall, 
Of alabaftre white and red corall 
An oratorie riche for to fee, 
In worfhip of Diane of chaftitee, 
Hath Thefeas-don wrought in noble wife. — rytfs 
But yet had [ foryetten to devife 
The noble kerving and the portreitures, 
The fhape, the contenance, of the figures 
That wcren in thefe oratorics three. 
Ficft in the temple of Venus maift thou fee 1920 
Wrought on the wall, ful pitous to beholde, 
‘The broken flepes, and the fikes colde, 
The facred teres, and the waimentinges, 
Thefiry ftrokes of the defiringes, 
That Loves fervantes in this lif enduren, 192§ 
"Lhe othes that hir covenants affuren. 
Plefance and Hope, Defire, Foolhardineffe, 
Beaute and Youthe, Baudrie and Richeffe, 
Charmes and Force, Lefinges and Flaterie, 
Difpence, Befineffe, and Jaloufie, "1930 


%. 1915. Hath Thefeus don wrought] This thould rather be 
dou cork. ‘The participle of the paft time is put inproperly for 
the iniinitive mude. But the fame inaccuracy occurs againin 
ver. 4591; 

Thefe marchants dan don fraught hir thippes newe—————— 

Y. 1920. the temple of Venus] In the defcription of this temple 
Chancer has taken very little fom Boccace, ashe had already 

duerted a very clofe imitation of this gart of The Thefeida in 


Ca 
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That wered of yelwe goldesagerlond, - 

Aad hadde a cuckow fitting on hire hond, 

Feftes, inflruments, and caroles and danccs, 

Luft and array, and all the circumflances 

Of Love, which that I reken and reken fhall, 1935 
By ordre weren peinted on the wall, 

And mo than I can make of mention; 

For fothly all the mount of Cicheran, 

Ther Venus hath hire principal dwelling, 

Was fhewed on the wall in purtreying, 1940 
With all the gardin, aod the luftineffe : 

Nought was foryetten the porter Idelneile, 

Ne Narciffus the fayre of yore agon, 

Ne yet the folie of King Salomon, 

Ne yet the grete ftrengthe of Hercules, 1945 
Th’ enchantment of Medea and Circes, 

Ne of urnus the hardy fiers corage, 

The riche Crefus caitif in fervage. 


his {emblee of Foules, from ver. 183, to ver. 287. if that poem 
alludes fas I fufpect) to the intended marriace betwcen John 
of Caunt and Plancae of Lancafter, wiiich took place in 1350, 
ft will fuilow that the poem of falamon and Arcite muft have 
been compofed atter that period. 

Y. 1932. tnd badde a cuckoww] Huddle is inferted upon the 
authority of edit. Af. Ido not recoilect to have found it in 
any mf. 

%. 1942. the porter Melsel-] In the imh. of Fo ver. 251, 
Richeffe is the porter of Vetus; but Tdeiaeite, Dame Oyfeauley 
is the porter of the Jardin de Deduil. Ram, de lak. 645. 

ij 
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Thus may ye (vewthat wifdom ne richoffe, ° 

Beaute ne fleighte, Arenghte ne Merdimefle, 950 
Ne may with: Vebus holden champertie, - 

For as hire litte the world may-fhe pie. ©: 

Lo, all thufe folk fo caught were'in hire las 

‘Til they for wo ful often faid Alas! 

Sufficeth here enfamples on or two, - I9S5 
And yet | coude teken a thoufand mo, 

The ftatyx-of Venus, glorious for to fee, 

Wasnaked fleting:in the large fee, 

And fro the navel doan all covered was 

With wawes grene,-and bright.asany glas, 960 
A citole in hire right hand hadde fhe, 

And on hire hed, ful femely for to fee, 

A rofe gerlond freeth and wel {melling, 

Above hire hed hire doves fleckering : 

Before hire ftood hire fone Cupido, 1965 
Upon his fhoulders.winges had he twe, 

And blind he was, aS it is often fene; 

A bow he: bart and arwes bright and kene. 

Why fhulde I not as wel eke tell you all 

The purtreiture.that was upon the wall 1970 
Within the temple of mighty Mars the Rede ? 

All peinted was the wall in length and brede 

Like to the eftres of the grifly place | 
That highte the gret temple of Mars in Trace, 

In chile calde and frofty region, _ 1975 
Ther as Mars hath his fovercine manfion. 





Lirft on the wall was peinteda foreft, 
In which ther wonneth neyther man ne belt, 
‘With knotty knarty burreintreesold 
‘OF fubbes tharpe and hidous to behold, 3980 * 
Ta which ther ran aromble and a fwough, 
Asthough a ftorme thuld breften every boughs 
And dounward from an hill uadera bent 
‘Ther flood the temple of Mars Atmipotent, 
‘Wroughtall of burned flele,of whichth' entree 1985 
‘Was longe and ftreite, and ghaftly for to fee; 
And therout came a rage aud fwiche a vife 
‘That it made all the gates for to rife. 
"The northern light in at the doreithone, 
Yor window on the wall newasthernone 1990 
‘Thorgh which men mighten any light difeerne : 
‘The dore was all of athamanteterne, 
Yclenched overthwart and endelonig 
With yren tough, and far tomake icfrong, 
Every piler the temple to faftene 1995 
Was tonne-gret, of yren bright and fhene. 

Ther faw | firlt the derke im 
Of Felonie, and alle the eom 
‘The cruel i 






‘The pikepurfe, and cke the pale drede, 2oco 


. 4977-] Iall throw togecher & few Ynes of The Theiete 
‘ta which Chaucer has plainly copied in this deveription ; 

Ne vera betta an 

Ceri 











row 


‘The fmiler withthe knif underthé'dloke, 
‘The shepen brenning with the hake fmoke, 
‘The trefon of thb'mordring in thebeddey 
“The pen werre\ with woundes all bebledde 
Conteke with blody knif and tharp manace| 
All full’af'chirking was that fory place. 
‘The fleer of himlelf yet fav 1 there, 

His herto blood hath bathed albhisheres 
‘The haile ydriven in the shade on-hight, 
‘The colde deth, with month gaping uprigh 
Amiddes of the temple fate Mifchance, 
‘With difeornfort and fory conteuance' 

‘Yet few | Woodoeffe laughing in his rage, 
Armed Complaint; Outhees, and fiers Outr 
‘The careaine ia the buth, with throte ycorv 
A tholifaiid flainj and not of quialme yftory 
‘Vhe tirant, with the prey by foree yrafts 
‘The toun deltroied, ther was nothing laft: 


1999. The cruel ire] Prom "The Thiefeida y 


‘Vide vi ie ie eof come! toch 
E la paura patida in quel loeho. 
‘The pikepurfe (1 ayn Farry to fay) iv Chaucer's own. 


TRECNIOUTES TALE 














Onitcry from latrefunt,a term y 
has ufually been printed-—> 
Aras comtsnt 4 Bers sy 
$.2019.the Jbippes beppastres) Iie 
reader with the various ceadings avid. interpretati 
pallage. To boppe, in Saxon, fignilied-exaélly the 
dane, hough with us it bas acqaleed. a ludicrous: 











THE ENIOHTES TALE, 193 


‘Yet faw I brent the thippes hoppefteres, 
‘The hunte yitrangled with the wilde beres;_ 2020 
‘The fow freting the child right in the cradel, 
"Phe coke yfealled for all his long ladel: 
Nonght was foryete by th’ infortune of Marte 
‘The carter overridden with his carte; 
‘Under the wheel fal low he lay adoun. 2025 
‘Ther werealfo of Martes divifion 
"Th arsherer and the bowyer, and the fmith, 
‘That forgeth sharpe fwerdes on his tiths 
the termination Are or fer was ufed to denote » female, like 
trix it Latin, As therefore a female baker was called a bako~ 
fer, a female brewer a brewefter, a female webbe or weaver 
‘awebbefter, fy, Leoncelve, a female hopper or dancer was 
called an boppefers’ Tt is Well known that a thip, in wolt ian- 
uages, is confulered asa female.---TThongh the idea of a thip 
dancing on the waves be not an unpoetical one, the adjundt 
boprefers does not feem fo proper in this place asthe bellacrici 
Of The ‘Thefeida,. vil 
Ineo care volt pont 

In another refpe@ Chaucer has improved upon bis original, 
by reprefenting the thipe on fie. It thould be obfcrved that 
the principal circumttances in Boccace’s dcfeription of this 
teinple of Mars are copied from Statius, I. vil 

4. 2020, The buare]'The huntfman, from the Sax. bunta. See 
before, ver. 1680, and be! 630. Lknow not what to 
think of the two following lcs. Was Chaucer ferious, or dL 
he mean, in this and (ome other fimilar pallages, to ridicule 





the minute and cften incongruous deferiptions of the old ro- 
moancers? ‘The lines are in all the mil 

‘. 2027. TH armerer and the bowyer] ‘The editions, and 
all the mil. except Dr. Atkew's, tead—The barbour and the 
bacher. A was glad to avail myfeif ofthe authority of thote wa, 





TO4 THE KNIGHTES TALEe 


And all above depeinted in a tour 7 
Saw Ia Conquetl, fitting in gret honour, 2030 
With tlalke fharpe {werd over his hed 
Yhanging by a fubtil twined thred. 
Depeinted was the laughter of Julius, 
Of gret Nero and of Antonius: 
All be that thilke time they were unborne, 2¢3§ 
Yet was hir deth depeinted ther beforne, 
By manacing of Mars, right by figure, 
So was it fhewed in that purtreiture 
As is depeinted in the cercles above, 
Who hhal be flaine or elles ded for love. 2040 
Sufficeth on enfample in ftories olde; 
J may not reken hem alle though I wolde. 
The ftatue of Mars upon a carte ftood 
Armed, and Joked grim as he were wood, 
And over his hed ther fhinen two figures 2045 
Of fterres that ben cleped in fcriptures, 
That on Puella, that other Rubeus. 
This god of Armes was araied thus; 
A wolf ther flood beforne him at his fete 
With eyen red, and of a man he ete: acso 


mf. to infert the ar-rerer inflead of the barbour, and in cons 
fequence of that emerdation I have ventured (from conjec- 
ture only) to fubftitute the boceyer for the bocher. 

Y. 203%. With thilke sharpe fecerd] Thilke is from conjec- 
ture only. The milf. read—the. Sharpeisa diffyllable in other 
places. See ver. 202%, 2605, 9033.----In the next line I have 
alfo put Yhanging intlead of banging. . 


THE RNIGUTES TALE. 105 


‘With fubtil penfil peidted was this ftorie, 
In redouting of Mars and of his gio 
‘Now to the temple of Diane the chaile 
As thortly as can fiwol-me hatte, / 
‘To tellen you of the deferiprioun, 2055 
Depeinted by the wallys up and doun, 
Of hunting anchof thameluft chalticees 
Ther faw I how woful Calittope, 
‘Whon that Diane agroved was with here 
‘Was turned from a woman tila bere, 2060 
And after was the misde the lodefterre t 
‘Thus was it peintedy'tcan fay no ferkes 
Hire foncis eke a ftorre as men may fee, 
‘Ther faw I Dane yeufned tila thee, + 
mene not hire the goddedls Diaind,i:2 «5° 
But Peicusdanghter, which thar highte Datic:” 
Ther faw I Atteon an Bart ymaked, «| * 
For vengeance that te fav Diane all naked 
1 faw how that his hoandes have him caught, » 
And freeén him, foo that they knew him naught. 
Yet peinted was litel forthermore ‘2078 
How Athalante huneed the wilde bere, = : 
And Meleagre, and many another mo, 
For which Diane wroughte hem cate sud.wor + 
‘Ther faw I many another wonder florie, . 2075 
‘The which me lifte not drawen to memorie. 
This goddeffe on an hart ful heye fote, 
With fmale boundes all aboute hire fete, ° 











xc6 THE KNIGHTES TALE, 


And undernethe hire feet fhe hadde 2 mone 
‘Weaning it was, and thulde wanen fone, 

In gaudy prenc hire ftatue clothed was, 
‘With bow in hond, and arwesin acas, 
Hire eyen cafte the ful lowadoun, 

‘Ther Pluto hath his derke regioun. 

A woman travailling was hire beforne, 
But for hire childe fo longe was unborne 
Ful pitovily Lucina gan the call, 

And fayed; Helpe, for thou mayeft befte ¢ 
‘Wel coude he peinten lily that it wrought, 
‘With many a florein he the hewes bought. 

Now ben thefe liftes made, and Thefeus 
‘That at his grete coft arraied thus 
‘The temples, and the theatre everidel, 
‘Whan it was don him liked wonder wel. 
But flint I wol of Thefeus a lite, 

And (peke of Palamon and of Arcite. 

‘The day approcheth of hir returning, 
‘That everich fhuld an hundred knightes bri 
‘The bataille to darreine, as Lyou told 5 
And til Athenes hir covenant for to hold, 
Hath everich of hem brought an hundred b 
‘Wel armed for the werre at alle rightes. 





And fikerly, ther trowed many aman 
"That never fithen that the world began, 
As for to fpeke of knighthood of hir hond, 
As fer as God hath maked fee and lond, 


Pit kMICHTES TALE. 


N’as of fo fewe fo noblea compagnie; 

For every wight that loved chevalrie, 

‘And wold his thankes han a paffant name, 
Hath praied that he might ben of that game, 
And wel washim that therto chofen was, 
For if ther fell to-morwe fwichea cas, 

‘Ye knowen wel that every lufty knight 
‘That loveth par amour, and hath his might, 
‘Were it in Englelond or ellefwher, 

‘They wold hir thankes willen to be ther. 
To fight for’a lady, a benedicite? 

Tt were a lofty fighte for to fe, 

‘And right fo ferden they with Palamon. 
‘With him ther wenten knightes many on 
Som wol ben armed in an habergeon, 

And ina breft plate, and in a gipons 

And fom wol have a pair of plates large, 
And fom wol have a Pruce theld ora targe; 
Som wol ben armed on his Iegges wele, 

And have an 
Ther o'is no newe guife that it n’as old, 








and fom @ mace of ft 








Armed they weren as [ have you told 





Eyerich after his opinion, 
Ther moift thou fe coming wi 


Licurge himfelf, the gr 










on the aut 
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ac8 TUE KRIGHTES TAR. 

The cercles of his eyea in his hed 

They gloweden betwixen yelwe and red, 

And like a griffon loked he about, at3s 
With kemped heres on his browes fcut ; 

His limmes gret, his braunes hard and flronge, 
His fhouldres brode, his armes round and longe; | 
And as the guife was in his contree,. 

Ful highe spon a char of gold flood he, ar40 
With foure white bolles in the trais. 

loftede of cote armure on his harnais, =~ 

With nayles yelwe, and bright as any gold, 

He hadde a beres fkin, cole-blake for old. 

His longe here was kempt behind hisbak, 9145 
as any ravenes fether it fhone for blake. 

A wreth of gold arm-gret, of hage weight, 

Upon his hed fate ful of ftones bright, 

Of fine rubins and of diamants. 

About his char ther wenten white alauns, 2150 
Twerty and mo, as gret as any itcre, 

To hunten at the leon or the dere, 

And folwed him, with mofel faft ybound, 

Colered with gold, and torettes filed round. 


¥. 2150. alzuns) Alam is the Spanith name of a fpectes of 

dog which'the dictionafies call a Mattiff. Sir J.Bouchler’s tranf- 

lation of Froiffart, b. iv. c. 24, ** foure Courfere and two allzas 
** of Spaygne fayre and good.” 

Y. 2184. corctzcs] Rather toreres, with the mf. from the Pr. 

touret, which ie explained by Cotgrave to fignify, among other 

things, the little ring by which a hawke’s lune (or leafh) is fat 

r 


PRE RMIONTES TALE. op 


‘An hundred llorides hiad he ih his route 4155 
Armed full wel, with hertes fherae and floute, 
With Arcita, i flories as men find, 

‘The gret Emetrius the Ring of lode, 

Upon a fede bay, trapped in Mele, 

Covered with cloth of gold diapredwele, —ar60 
Came riding like the god of “rmes Mars; 

His cote armure was of 2 cloth of Turs, 

Uduthed with perles white, and round, and grete; 

His fadel was of brent gold new ybete; 

A mantelet upon his fhouldres hanging ais 

Bret-ful of rubies #41, 25 fire (parklinges 

His crifpe here ke ringes was yronite, 

‘And that was yelwe, and glicered a the fonne; 

His nofe washigh, hiseyen bright citrin, 

His leppes round, ‘his colour was fa 

A fewe fraknes in his face yfpreint, 

Betwixen yelwe and blake fomdel ymeint, 

‘And as a leon he his loking cafte, 

Of five-and-twenty yere his age I caftes 

His berd was wel begonnen for tofpring, 2175 

His vois was as a trompe thondering ; 





in, 2170 





ened unto the jeffes. Mr. Warton has thewn, by feveral q 

tatlons, that foretes were afBixed to the collars of dows for 
mi ae purpote. His. of Fng. Pact. p. 364. Our Author & 
“© he ringe [of the aftrolate] inamanner ofa ture 
Fo~_ of AL. fol. 291d. 

BB 2 a 7H. fraser] The Sax. word for what we cat sre: 





















MB Mok felingly fpcketh of love; 2205 

thankes fitten cn the perche above, - ’ 
2 boundes liggen on tht floor adoun, 

I thiehow make I nv mentions, 

Mthe effect, that thinketh methe-befte; #209 

‘eometh the point, end het keneth 4f you Jette. 

i Sonday night or day began to fpring, 

Bi Palamon the larke-herde fing, 

eagh it n’ere not dsy by hourestwo, 

Mag the lathe, and Palgmon right tho 

thely hette, and with an high corage = ag’ 

ule, to wenden on his pilgrimege. 

ithe biieful Citherea benigne, =~ 

ae Venus, honovrable and digne, 

it hire howte he waiketh forth & pes 

» the liftes, ther hire temple was, 2220 


1206. What baukes} He alludes to thefellowing écktrip- 
1 TBe Thefrida, i. vii; 
Laula grand d’alti cavalieri 
‘Tutta ¢ra picna, ¢ di diverfe gente. 

vl aveva aenquiarl ¢ misinrien 

diverS atu cuplofemeniec, ‘ 
Zilfalchl, aflor!, falcos.i, ¢ fparavieri, 
Brachi, livreri, e m*itis ver mente, 
Su per le flianzeé ec in lerra a glacere, 
AGM a qeor zentifi Bettie vodere 
t249. And in bire beure] } cannot better ituRrate Chau- 
ittology than by a quotation from the old Katendrier de 
edi. 1590, ign. KH. b.; ** Qui eeult favoir comme ber- 
sfcevent cue! planete rezne chafeune heure du jeur ct 
inuit, dokt favoirle plarete cu jour qui veult Wenquersity 
Bpremicre heure temparcile Gu fad track ce out o& 


rcelluy pianete. la erouce Deure eh Hour la Wane” 


¥ y 


¥E2 THE KNIGHTES TALEs 


And doun he kneleth, and with humble chere 
And herte fore he fayde as ye fhul here: 
Fayreft of fayre, o lady mia Venus, 
Daughter to Jove, and fpoule of Vulcanus, 
Thou glader of the Mount of Citheron! 2Z2$ 
Fox thiike leve thou haddeit te Adon 


* fuivant. ct la tierce pour lautre,” &5'c. in the following or- 
der, viz. Satura, Jupiter, Mars, Sol, Venus, Mercury, Luna. 
To apply this dodrine to the prefent cafe. The firft hour of 
the Sunday, reckoning from funrife, belonged tothe Sun, the - 
planet of the day, the fecond to Venus, the third to Mercu- 
ry, &c.; and continuing this method of allotment we thalf 
find that the twenty-fecond hour alo belonged tu the Sun, 
and the twenty-third to Venus, ‘o that the hour of Venus real- 
ly was, as Chaucer fays, two hours before funrife of the follow- 
ing day. Accordingly we are told in ver. 2273 that the 
third hour after Palamen fet out for the temple of Venus the 
fan rofe, and Emel‘e began to go to the temple of Diane. It is 
net faid that this was the heur of Diane or the Moon, but it 
xeally was; for, as we have juft feen, the twenty-third hour 
of Sunday belcnging to Venus, the twenty-fourth muft be gi 
ven to Mercury, and the firit hour of Monday falls in courfe to 
the Muon, the prefiding planet of that day. After this Are 
cite is defcribed as waiking to the temple of Mars, ver. 2369, 
bo the ncate Loure of AMfars, that ia, the yourth hour of the day. 
It isneceffary to take thefe words together, for the nexte boure 
finely, would fignify the cont hour of the day; but that ac- 
cording to the rule of rotation mentioned above belonged to 
Saturn, as the th:rd did to Jupiter. ‘Phe sourth was the nexte 
boure of Mars that occurred afcer the hour laft named. 
. 2223. Fayre of favre] So Palamon in The Thefeidag 
O bella dea, dei ben Vulcan {pofa, 
Per cui fe aliegea i) monte Citberone, 
Dee i ti priego, che mi fii pietuia, 
Per quello amore che portanli 2d Adcace 








fut knicnres TALE. ars 
Fave pitee on my bitter teres firiett, -- - - 
And take myn hutible prater at thia herte.. 

Alas! [ne have holangagetotell- 
The effete ne che terment of niin hefi;; 42 $0 
Misf herte may min hermes not bewieys - 
1 am fo confule that { cimnot fay: 

But mercy, tady bright! that knowef wele 
My thooghe, and feeR what hatrnes that I fele: 
Confider afi this, and rue upon my fore, £235 
As‘Wifly as 1 Grail forevermore “- 
Emforth my ntight thy trewe fervant be, 
And holden werre alwny with chiaftite ; 
That make I min avow fo ye'mc helge, 
I kepe nought of armes for to yelpe, #240 
Ne axe | nat to-morwe to have wiGorie, 
Ne renoun in this cus, ne vaine glorie 
Of pris of armes, blowen tp and doun, 
But I wold have fully poffeffioun 
Of Emelie, and die iin hire fervife ; 2245 
Find thou the manere how, and in what wife. 
I rekke not bot it may better be 
Tohave victorie of hem or they of me 
So that { have my lady in min armes; 
For though fo be that Mars is god of Armes, 2250 
And again, [See below, ver. 2240 ;] 
To nen te chegio is arme aver vidoria—————— 
To cereho fola Emftin, la qual poi 
Donarmi, Her, fe donarta mi val. 
Hi medo trova tu, ch’io non ne cero 
@ ch'lu ha vinto, uo ch'iv Gia vincitotes 


KW 





$t4 


Your vertue is fo grete in heven above, 
That if you lifle I thal wel have my love. 
Thy temple wo} J worfhip evermo, 
And on thin aster, wher I ride or go, 
I wol don fgerifice, and firesbete. . ass 
_ And if ye wol not fo, my lady fwete ! 
Than pray 1 you to-morwe with a {pere 
That Arcita me thurgh the berte bese; 
‘Than rekke,t not whan I have loft my lif - 
Though that Arcita win hire to his wif. . 2260 
This is the effete and ende of my praiere, 
Yeve me my, love thow blisful lady dere! 
Whan the orifon was don of Palamos 
His facrifice he did, ard that anon, 
Full pitoufly, with alle circumfances, 2263 
All tell I not as now his obfervances. 
But at the laft the ftatue of Venus fhoke, 
And made a figne wherby that he toke 
‘Yhat his praiere accepted was that day ; 
For though the figne fhewed a delay, $270. 
Yet wift he wel that granted was his bone, 
And with glad herte he went him home ful fone. 
The thridde houre inequal that Palamon 
Began to Venus temple for to gor 


¥.2273. The thridde boure inequal] In the aftrological fyftem 
the day (from funrife to fantet) and the night (from funfet to 
funrife) being each diviced into twelve hours, tt is plain that 
the hours of the day and night vere never equal except juft at 
the equinoxes. ‘The hours attributed to the planets were of 
this unequal fort. See Kalendricr de Berg. (oc. cit. and our Au- 


thor’s Treat¥ oa the Aftrelabe. 


TRERNIGHTEA TALE. 


Up rofe the fonne, and up rofe Emelie, 
And tothe temple of Diane gun hie. 
Hire maydens that she thider sith hire lac 
Fal redily with hem the fire they hadde, 
Th’ encenfe, the clothes, amd the remenant 
‘That to the facrifice longen thal}, 
The hornes ful of mede, as was the giles 
‘Ther lakked nought ta don hire facrifife. 
Smoking the temple, fal of clothes fayre, 
‘This Emelie with herte debonaire 
Hire body westhe with water of a well, 
But how the did bire sitet darenot tell, 
But it beany thing in general, 
And yerit were a game to heren all; 
‘To him that meneth wel. it n’ere no charge; 
But it is good a man to ben at large. a: 
lire bright here kembed was, untreffed all; 

\ coroune of a grene oke cerial 

pon hire hed was fet ful fayre and mete: 

wo fires on the auter gan the bete, 

ad did hire thinges as men may behold 225 
Stace of Thebes, and thefe bokes old. 
2283.] “ Fu mondoil tempio e di bei drapl ornato 


L vii, 
229t. Hire bright bere] So Emelie is deferibed in Th. 


Dicho che i fuo erin parevan dora, 
Non evn trezzarefiettiy ma foluth 


“A corawnt] * Corana 








16 THE KNIGHTES TALE, 


Whan kindled was the fire, with pitous chere 
Unto Diane fhe fpake as ye may here: 

O chafte goddeffe of the wodes grene, 
‘To whom both heven, and erthe, and fee, is fene, 
Quene of the regne of Pluto derke and lowe, 230% 
Goddeffe of maydens, that min herte haft knowe 
Ful many a yere, and woft what I defire, 
As kepe me fro thy vengeance and thin ire, 
That Atteon aboughte cruelly! 2305 
Chafte goddeffe! wel weteft thou-that I 
Defire to ben a mayden all my lif, 
Ne never wol I be no love ne wif: 
J am (thou woft) yet of thy compagnie, 
A mayde, and love hunting and venerie, 2310 
And for to walken in the wodes wilde, 
And not to ben a wif and be with childe; 
Nought wol I knowen compagnie of man; 
Now helpe me, Lady, fith ye may and can, 
For tho three formes that thon haflinthee: 2315 
And Palamon, that hath {wiche love to me, 
And cke Arcite, that loveth me fo fore, 
This grace I praie thee withouten more, 
As fende love and pees betwix hem two, 
And fro me torne away hir hertes fo, 2320 
That all hir hote love and hir defire, 
And all hir befy torment and hir fire 
Be queinte, or torned in another place. 


And if fo be thou wolt not do me grace, 


THERWIGHTES TALE. 


Or if my deftinee be thapen fo 
‘That I thall nedes have on of hem twa, 
Asfeade me him tharmoft defireth me, 
olde, goddefle of clene Chaitite L 

‘The bitter teres thet on my chekes fall: 

Sin thou art mayde, and keper of us ll, 

My maydenhed thou kepeand wel conferve, 
And while livea mayde I'wol thee ferve. 

‘The fires brenne upon the auter clere 
‘While Emelie was thnsin hire praiere, 

But fodenly the faw afighte queintes 
For right anon on of the fires queinte 
And quiked again, and after that anon 
"That other fire was queinte and all agon, 
And as it queiate it madea whilteling 
As don thefe brondes wet in hir brenning ; 
‘And at the brondes ende outran anon 
As it were blody dropes many on; 

For which fo fore agaft was Emelie, 

‘That the was welneigh mad, and gan to crie, 
For fhe ne wifle what it fignified, 

But only for the fere thus the cried 

And wept, that it was pitee for to here. 

And therwithall 
‘With howe in hond, right as an huntereife, 
And fayde, Doughter, ftint thin hevinefle. 
Among the goddes highe it is affermed, 
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2345 
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Shot thale be wedded unto om of the: . 

Chat han for thts fe mochel care and wo, - 
But unto whieh of hem | may act tell, 2355 
Farewel, for here I may no longer dwell; 
The fires which that on min suter brenne 
Shalkthee deelaren er that thos go heane | 
Thin aventate of love asin this cas. 

And with that. word the arwes in-the cas . 2360 

Of the goddefleeixceren faRand ring, . - 

And forth fhe went and made a vanithing, 

For which this Emelie aftonied was, 

And fayde, What amounteth this, alas! 

J putte me in thy prete@ion 2365 
Diane, and in thy difpofition. 

And home the goth anon the nezte way. 

This is the effete; ther n’is no more to fay. 

The gexte houre of Mars folwing this 

Arcite unto the temple walked is 43) 
Of fierce Mars, to don his facrifife 

With alt the rites of his payen wife. 

With pitous herte and high devotion 

Right thus to Mats he fayde his orifon : 


¥. 2358. Shal thee declaren] This is improper, as thy 
bave already declared the event of the combat. In the 
nal, as remember, the appearance of Diana is prior 
omen. ° 

¥Y. 2372. payen] This Fr. word Is conitantly uled ia 
gall, inftead of sagan. 


THERNIONTES TALE, 119 


Aronge god, that inthe regnes cold. 2375 
Vrace honovred art, and lord yhold, 

\nd hatt in every regne and every Jond. 

\f armes all the bridel in thin hond, 

ind hem fortune as thee lift devile, 
Accept of me my pitous facrifife! 2380 
If fo be that my youthe may deferve, 
And that my might be worthy for to ferve 
"Thy godhed, that. may ben on af thine, 
"Than praie [thee to rewe upon my pine, 
For thilke peine and thilke hote fice ag85 
In which thou whilom brendeft for defire 
‘Whanne that thou ufedet the beantee 
Of fayre yonge Venus frethe and free, 
And haddeft hire in armes at thy wille ; 
Although thee ones on a time misfille, 
‘Whan Vulcanus had caught thec in his las, 
And fond thee ligging by his wif, aias! 
For thilke forwe that was tho in thin herte 
Have reuthe as wel upon my pcines fmerte. 


5. Ofironge god) The prayer of Arcite in The The. 
Seid vegins in the fame manner; 
A torte dio, che ne bregai nivot 
Bin. 











Tad TuEkwionresTaLE. 


Lam yonge-and unkonning asthou wofk, 
And, as I trow, with love offended molt 
‘That ever was ony lives creature; 
For the that doth me all thiswoendure 
Ne receeth never whether I finke or fletes 
Aad wel [ wot or theme mercy hete 
1 motte with ftrengthe win hire in the plac 
And wel fiwot withouten helpe or grace 
Of thee ne may my ftrengthe not availle; 
‘Than helpe me, Lord, to-morwe'in ny ba’ 
For thilke fire that whilom brenned thee, 
As wel as that this fire now brenneth me, 
And do, that Pto-morwe may han victorie 
Min be the travaitle and thin be the glorie, 
‘Thy foveraine temple wolf moi honouret 
Of ony place, and alway moft labouren 
In thy plefaince and in thiy craftes trong; 
And in thy temple { wol my baner hong, 
And all the ames of my compagnie, 
And evermore until that day I die 
Eterne fire: wol beforne thee find s 
And cke to this avow | wol me bind. 

4. 2404. Tham Belge me} Bo in The Thee 








Dungue me alata 
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My-herd, my here thatthangeth long adoun, 
"That never ygt felt mob offenSoun 
OF rafour ne of thera hwol thee yeve, 
And ben thy sreweervant while Dive. 2420 
Now, Lordyhavereuthe vipon my:forwes fore; 
‘Weve me the victoriesil/axe thee no more. 
‘The praier int of Arcita the Aronge, 
‘The ringgsion the temple done that hanges 
‘And cke the dores, clattereden ful falt, alas 
Of which Arcita férmwhat himagatt. 
The fires brentwpon the aurer bright 
‘That it gan oll the temple for to light; 
A Swete fmell anon the gtound op yal, 
And Arcita gnon his hond up haf, 2436 
And more encenfeinto the fire he caft, 
With other rites mo, and at the lait 
‘The ftatue of Mars began his hauberke ring, 
And with that foun he herd a murmuring 
Ful low and dim, that fayde thus, Victories 2435 
For which he yaf to Mars honour and glorie. 
And thus with joye and bope wel to fare 
Arcice anon unto his inne is fare 
Asfayn as foul is of the brighte fone. 
And right anon fwiche ftrif ther is begonne 2440 
or thilke granting in the hevenabove ~ 
stwixen Venus the goddeffe of Love, 
ad Mars the flerne god Armipotent, 


at Jupiter was befy icto ftent, 
Val 








22% PREKRIGHTES £08. 


Til that the'Paje Saturnus the Code; -" = a.g.45 
That knew fo many of aventures olde, . . 
Fond in his oldeexperience ard art 

That he ful fone‘hath plefed every part '- 

As foothtisfayd; elde hath prev evancege vos 

In elde is borhs wifdom and ufages” “  gago 
Men may the old out-renne But nvtout-reie, 

Saturn¢eanon} to ftenten fri and. Grede, 
ail be it that it isagsinhiskind, = ««. 
Of all this ftrif he gan a remedy find. 

My dere doaghter Venas! quod Suture, 2455 
My cours that hath fo wide for to turne ' 
Hath more power than wot any man.. 

Min is the drenching in the fee fo wan, 

Min is the ptifon inthe derke cote, 

Min is the firangel and hanging by the throte, 2460 
Yhe murniure, and the cherles rebelling, 
The groyning, and the prive empoyfoning. 
I do vengeance and pleine correction 
While. t dwell in the figne of the Leon. 
Min is the suine of the highe halles, 2465 
The falling of the toures and of the walles 

Upon the minour cr the carpenter; 

i flew Sampion in fhaking the piler. . 


Y. 2451. out-rede} Cutwit, furpais in countel. The fenfe of 
this word has been mott ridiculoufly m‘ttaken by Dryden; 


For this advan‘sge age from youth has wong 
As not to be eutridden though eutrun, 


THE KNIGHTES TALR. I33 


Min ben alfo the maladies colde, 
The derke trefons, and the cafles olde: 4470 
My loking is the fader of Peftilence. 
Now wepe no more, I fhal do diligence 
That Palamon, that is thin owen knight, 
Shal have his lady, as thou haft him hight. 
Thogh Mars fhal help his knight yet natheles. 2475 
Betwixen you ther mot fomtime be pees: 
All be ye not of o complexion 
That caufcth all day fwiche divifion. 
I am thin ayel, redy at thy will; 
Wepe now no more, I thal thy Juft fulfill, 2450 
Now wol | ftenten of the goddes above, 
Of Mars and of Venus goddeffe of Love, 
And tellen you as plainly as I can 
The gret effect for which that I began. , 
Gret was the fefte in Athenesthilke day, 2485 
And eke the lufty fefon of that May 
Klade every wight to ben in {wiche plefance 
That all that Monday juften they and dance, 
¥. 2469. Min ben alfo the maladies cole] Y apprehend that 
maladies, in this verfe, isto be pronounced as of four fylables ; 
Min ben alf6 the mdladiés clde. 
So below, ver. 2495 ; 
‘Ther was in th’ héftelrfes 4ll ab6ute. 
And ver. 2591; 
‘Ther n’ére fwiche c6mpagnies néver twcy. 
However, if any one thould prefer a hobbling line with ana 
ther tylable init he may read, with the belt mil. .t4 min ten 
aliu, Yee 


Lij 
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And fpenden it in Venus highe fetvife 5 

But by the caufe that they thulten rife 

Erly a-morwe for to feen the fight, 

Unto hir refte wenten they at night. 

And on themorwe whan the day gan {pring 
Of hors and harneis noife and clattering 
‘Ther was in the hoftelries all uboute, 

And to the paleis rode ther many a route 

Of lordes upon ftedes and palfreis. 

‘Ther mayeft thou fee devifing of harncis 
So uncouth and fo riche, and wrought fo welt 
Of goldfmithry, of brovding and of fteles 
‘The theldes brighte, tefteres, and trappures, 
Gold-hewen helmes, haubetkes, cote armuret 
Lordes in parementeson hit courferes, 
Knightes of retenue, and cke fquieres, 
Nailing the fperes, and helmes bokeling, 
Cniding of fheldes, with lainers lacing ; 
‘Lher asnede is they weren nothing idel : 
‘The fomy ftedes on the golden bridel 
‘Guewing, and fait the armureres alfo 
With file and hammer priking to and frog 
‘Yemen on foot, aud communes many on 
‘With thorte flaves, thicke as they may gon; 








Thave not ferupled to infert this read:ng in 

ENC. and that one of the leaft author 
8 WppORT i, for They read 
ygutinable Yromu, Ther 





i undstt nu. The 
igging s gr1gging, gir dingy eyding 
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Fipes, trompes, nakeses, and clariqunes,._,- 
‘That in the bataille blowen blody fons; 
p palcis ful of peple pp and doan, , ~ ast 
three, ther ren, hojding hir queftioun, 
Devining of thefe Thebap knightestwo, .. . 
Som fayden thys, fom fayde it fhall be fo; . 
Sam helden with him: with.the blacke herd, : 
Som. svith the balled, fom with the thick herd; 520 
Spm faide he loked grim, and wold fighte;,. 
He hath a fparth of twenty ponnd of wighte, . 
Thes wagshe halle full of devining =. 
Long after that the fagne gan up {pring, 
The gret Thefeus that of hisflepeiswaked 4525 
With minftralciec and noife that was maked, 
Held yet the chambre of his paleis riche, . 
Til that the Theban knightes bothe yliche 
Honoured were, and to che paleis fette. 
_ Duk Thefeus is at a window fette, 2530 
Araied right as he were a god in trone : 
The peple prefeth thider ward ful fone 
Y. 2513. Pipes, trompes] Thefcida, 1. ii. ; 
A ans hors trnmbe, nachare, ¢ tamburi 
Sonaroa forte.— 
See Du Cange in v. Nacara, who defcribes it to be a kind of: bra- 
gen drum ufed in the cavalry. 
- 2516. Here three] 80 in The Thefcida ; 
Qui tre, la quatrn, ¢ qui fei adunati, 
Tra lor moitrando diverfe ragiune. 
Y. 2527. Held yet the chamb5rz] So The Thefeida 3 
Anchor le riche camere tcncs nN 
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And after rode the quene and Emelie, 

And after thatanother compagnie .- =. is 

Of on and other after hir degrees... 959 

And thas they paffen thurghoat the citee, 

And to the liftes comen they be time 3 ao. 

It n’as not of the day yet fully prime. wg 
Whan fet was Thefeus ful rich and hie, i ' 

Ipolita the quene, and Emelie, _ + fg8o, 

And other ladies in degrees aboute, | i 

Unto the fetes prefeth all the route. 

And weftward thurgh the gates under Mast 

Arcite, and eke the hundred of his part, 

With baner red, is entred right anon; a58% 

And in the felve moment Palamon : 

Is, under Venas, eftward ia the place, 

With baner white, and hardy chere and face. 

In all the world to feken up and doun, 

So even without variatioun 2590 

Ther n’ere {wiche compagnies never twey ; 

For ther was non {fo wife that coude fey 

That any hadde of other avantage ' 

Of worthineffe, ne of eftatneage, ; 

So even were they chofen for to geffe: 2593 

And in two renges fayre they hem dreffe. . 

Whan that hir names red were everich on, 

That in her nombre gile were ther non, 

Tho were the gates fhette, and cried was loude, 

Do now your devoir, yonge knightes proude. 26co 


y 7 





Ses, on - 

. que Pave ees et civ. ing 

The hesutsdecteh his priking epand doun. 

Now ripltsheddrpes-ioed and clasioen. 
Ther ie no shore to ity, bat efi end weft | 
In gon the fperes fadly in the xeft 5 
in goth the therpé {pore idto the fides 260s 
‘Ther fee men whe dan julie aad who ten ride : 
Thet thiveratt thaftes apon theliics thicke ; 
He felech Giatyh the Kerte {pote the pricke : 
Up fpringen fperes twenty four dn highte ; 
Ont gon sive fererdes as the filver‘brighte: = 2619 
The helhes they te-hewen and to-fhrede ; 
Out breft the blod with Rernd fifemesrede : 
With mighty mates the bones they to-brefte ; 
He thurgh the thickeft of the throng ean threfte: 
Ther ftomblen ftedesftrong, anddoun yoth all; 2615 
He rollcth under foot as doth a ball: 
He foineth on his foo with a tronchoun, 
And he him hurtleth with his hors adoun : 


¥. 260%, the berre fpone] ‘This part of the human bedy is not 
mentioncd in any dictionary that [have feen. ‘Vie foil wis gy 
pallige of Jolalon (Sad Shepherd, A.i, S. vig would incicone 
to fufpect that it means the concave part of the incait, wheie 
the lower ribs unite with the cartiligo enyifur mis; 
——he thet undoes Aint, (the decr] 
Doth cieave the brithet hone, upon the /peon 
Of which a little gnitle grows=—— 
The gloff, luppofcs 47 one to be a participle, fignifying thruft, 
driven, putht, from the It. fpingere. 
W. 2617. He foisict on bis )09) 1 have ventutcd to fubltitute 
foo initead ot soot or feet, the readings of the mil Foot feems 
to have been originally introduced by a cept trom tbe pre- 
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He thurgh the body is hurt, and fichgtake 
Mangre bis bed, ard brought unto toe fiake,-,s60u 
As forword was, right ther he muft abide :-11-:’ 
Another lad is on that other fide: > ‘yeti, | 
And fomtime doth hem Thefeas to.refly > cathe i 
Hem to refrefh and drinken if hem Jef:. 61.7 
Fal oft a day han thilke Thebans tera ;, 19645 
Togeder met and wroaght eche other. wo: asi z 
Unhorfed hath eche.other of hem twey, . of 
Ther n'as no tigrein the vale of Galaphey,, 
_ Whan that hire whelp is foe whan xii. 


So cruel on the hant gs is Arcite., : ts y, 9690 
For jaloas berte upon thia Palamon ;. ms 
Ne in Belmarie ther n’is {0 fell leon : 


That hunted is, or for his hunger wood, 
Ne of his prey defireth fo the blood, 
As Palamon to fleen his foo Arcite ; . 9638 
The jalous ftrokes on hir helmes bite ; 
Out renneth blood on both her fides rede. 
Somtime an ende ther is of every dede ; 
For er the fonne unto the refle went 
The ftronge King Emetrius gan hent 2640 
This Palamon, as he fought with Arcite, 
And made his fwerd depe in his fichh to bite; | 


Y. 2628. the vale of Galapbey] This word le varioufty writ- 
ten, Colaphey, Galgaphey, Galapey. There was a town called 
Galapha in Mauritania ‘Tingitana, upon the river Malwa, ((e- 
lar. Geog. Ant. €. il. p. 935,] which perhaps may have given 

name to the vale here meant. For Belmarie, ver. 26321 fe 
the note on ver. 57. - 
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force of twenty is he take 
ind ydrawen to the take: 

fefeous of this Palamon 2645 
(King Licurgeis berrie adoun; 

imetrius for all his ftrengehe 

‘of his fadel a (werdes lengthe, 

1 Palamon or he were take 

bught, he was brought to theftaker 2650 
erte might him helpen naught; 

siden whan that he was caught 

deke by compofition. 

veth now but woful Palamon, 

nomore gon againtofight? 2655 
that Thefeus had fen that fight 

Ik that foughten thas eche on 

‘0! no more, for it is don. 

‘we juge and not partie. 

hebes fhal have Emelie, 2660 
fortune hath hire fayre yworne. 

xr is a noife of peple begoune 

this fo loud and high withall 

at the liftes fhulden fall. 

1now fayre Venusdone above? 2665 
the now ? what doth thi ¢ of Love 
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Mars hath his will, his knight hath all his bore, 
And by min hed thou {halt ben efed fone. 

The trompourea with the loude miattrakcie, 
The herwudes, that fo loude yell and crie, 
Ben in hir joye for wele of Dan Arcite. 2675 
But herkeneth me, and flenteth noife a lite, 
Whiche a miracle ther befell anon. 

This fierce Arcite hath of his helme ydon, 
And on a courfer for to fhew his face 
He priketh endelong the large place, a68o 
Lokirg upward upon this Emelie, 
And fhe again him caft a frendlich eye, 
(For women, as to {peken in commune, 
They folwen all the favour of Fortune) 
And was all bis in chere as his ip herte. 2685 
Out of the ground a Fury infernal fterte, 


¥. 2673. The trompoures] The trumpeters ; fo the beft mf, 
if the learred editor of Ancient Scottith Poems had found this 
word in this fenfe in his copy of Chaucer he would not, I ap- 
prehend, have tooked any further for an expianation of it In 
The Davez, bv Dunbar, ft. il. v. 10, p. 27. 

Y.2577. ‘biche a miracle} It is fcarce neceflary to obferve 
that ww hich, } 2 cur ancient language, was often ufed for who 
and what, it is ufed for what here, and again, ver. 5621, 6875. 

vy. 2689. 42d was all bis in chere as bis in berte] 1 have 
patched uo this verfe as well as I could out of the different 
copies. “Lsere is no authority, as I recollect, for the tirft i, ex- 
cept Ci. 2, but it feems abfulutely neceTary: and all the co- 
pies ren d—as in his berte—which I think is evidently wrong. 

3°. 2658. a Fury] Mokt of the copies have a fre, mf. A. reads 
4a Fvyy, trom which 1 have made the pretent teading, as in The 
fAcida it is Herinis, i. ¢. Erinnys, onc of the Furie. 


bs 


THE ENIGHTES FALY. £33 


Prom Plato feet, at requefie vf Saturne, -' 
For whiebrhis hora for fere.gan‘to turne, 
Ad lepte afide, and foundred anhe lope; ~ 
And er that Arcite may take any kepe 2690 
He pight hig onthe pomel of hished, . - 

That in the place heley.as-he wers'ded; - 

His bref to-broften with hie fadel bow; 

dus blake he lay 4s any cole or crow, 

So was the bloed yroanen in his face. a695 
. .Anon he was yborne ont of the place, - 

With herte fore, to Theieus paleis: 

Tho was he corves ont of his harneis, 

And in s bed ybrought fal fayre and blive, 

For he wae yet in memorie and Live, a7Cco 
And alway crying after Emelie, 
Duk [hefeus with all his compagnie 
Is comen home to Athenes his citce 
With alle bliffe and gret folempnite. 
Al be it that this aventure was falle 


2705 
He n’olde not difcomfesten hem alle. 
Men faydcn eke that Arcite thal not die, 
He fhal ben heled of his maladie. 
And of another thing they were as fayn, 
That of hem alle was ther non yflain, 2710 


Al were they fore yhurt, and namely on, 
That with a {pere was thirled his breft bone. 


-  . 2698. corven] Cut out of his harnefs. UCagnate to ase 


the time and trouble of regularly difarming Wia thelaceay SS ¢- 
were cut. 
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Mars hath his with bis koighthepbedl Ris bons; 
And by min hedshon Mak ben cfel foun. ., 

The trompourea with the leede-minfirekin, 
The herayden, theta loude yell andevie, - -_. 
Ben in hir joyefogiwels of Dem Accita: ms 
But herkepeth me, sod fhantovh maige a line, . 
Whiche a miguala ther bee apem. =; 

. This Petes Arcieg bath-of hie bela yiom. 

And on a, equrien for-to thaw bin face. - - 

He priketh eadgleng the letwenlecs,. = «s(is#sé ag 
Lokirg upward upan this Emeligg . 

And the again him caft a frendlich eye, . 

(Fog women, as to fpeken-in commune, 

They folwen all the favour of Fortune) 
And was all bis in chere as his mm herte. a68s 
Out of the ground « Fury infernal ferte, 


¥. 2673. The trompoures] The trumpeters ; fo the bet mf, 
If the learned editor of Ancient Scottiff Poems had fouad tis 
word in thig fenf¢ in his copy of Chaucer be would not, I ag- 
prehend, have looked any further for an explanation of it {a 
The Dance, by Dunbar, f. 1. v. 10, p. 37. 

Y. 2577. Whiche a mirasie) It is (carce neceflary ta obferve 
that which, in our ancient language, was often ufed for who 
and what. It is ufed for what here, and again, ver. 5621, 6875. 

¥. 2685. And was all bis in cbhere as bis in berte) 1 have 
patched yup this verfe as well as I could out of the differest 
copies. ‘rere is no authority, as I recobe@, for the firft in, exe 
cept Cu. 2, but it feems abfolutely neecZary : and all the co- 
pies read—as in his herte—which I think is evidently wrong. 

¥Y. 2686. a Fury] Mok of the copies have a fre, mf. 4, reads 
a Fuyr, from which I have made the prefent reading, aa in The 
Thekida it ie Herials, i. ¢. Erinnys, onc.of the Furies. 
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And yave hem giftes after hir degree, 
And helde a feite fully dayes three; 
And conveyed the kinges worthily 
‘Out of his toun a journee largely; 2740 
And home went every man the righte way; 
‘Ther n’asno more but Farewel, Have good day. 
‘Of this bataille I wol no more endite, 
But fpeke of Palamon and of Afcite. 
‘Swelleth the breft of Arcite,andthefore 9745 
Encrefeth at his herte more and more. 
‘The clotered blood for any leche-craft 
‘Corrumpeth, and is in his bouke ylaft, 
‘That neyther veine-blood ne ventoufing, 
Ne drinke of herbes, may ben hishelping. 759 
‘The vertue expulGf or animal, 
Fro thilke vertue cleped natural, 
Ne may the venime voiden ne expell 
‘The pipes of his longes gan to fwell, . 
And inthat curiousold ballad, The Turnament of Tottenhiam, 





It was neceffary to vindicate thi old phra(c, as the editions 
have difcarued it for they gre 

¥. 2740. a journee] A day%s work, or zeay, Fr. ‘To make 
‘thie til clearer the editions in general real—a dayes journey 
—and spoil the verte. 

‘¥. 2748, (uke) ‘The trunk of the body probably, fiom the 
Gax. buce, venter. 
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To cther wosndes acd to broken armes 

Som had-tes falves ard tome hadden charmes; 

-\nd fermacies of herbes, and cke fave a71§ 
“They dron’en, for they wold hir lives have: 

For which this noble dok, as he wel can, 
Comforteth and honoureth cvery man, 

Aad nace revel all the lenge night 

Unro the lranve lurdes, as was right. 3720 
Ne ther n’as holden no difcomforting 

Bat asat juftes or a tourneying ; 

lor fothly ther n’as no difcomfiture, 

Vor falling n’is net but an aventure ; 

Ne to be lad by force unroa ftake 2725 
Unyoldcn, and with twenty knightces t2ke, 

© perfon ail clone, withorten mo, 

And hiricd forth by armes, foot, and too, 

‘snd eke his fede driven forth with ftaves, 

With foctmcn, bothe yemen and eke knaves, 2730 
It was aretted him ro vilanie; 

‘Ther may no man clepen it cowardice. 

For which anon Duk Thefeus Ict cric, 

"Vo Renten alle rancour and envie, 

Vhe eree as wel of o fide as of other, 2735 
And cyther fide ylike, as others brether ; 

y.2ts. And fermi cies) Pharmacies, have added the rd, 
wirch feems as neceflary to the fenfe as to the metre. 
¥.2735. Thegrce} Phe prize, the honour of the day. So ia 
PP. 1. 983 
Thegrt yet bath he goticn, for al his grete wound. 
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And fofte take me in your armestwey 
For love efiGad, and herkeneth what I fey. 
" [have here with my abfin Palamon = =-—s 22785 
Weld ttrif and rahcour many s day agon . 
For love of you,-and for'my jaloufie; © 
And Jupiter fo wis my foule gie, 
To fpeken of a fervant proprely, 
With alle circumfances trewely, 2790 
That is to fayn, troath, henour, and knighthede, | 
Wifdem, humblefle, eftat, and high kinrede, 
Fredom, and alj that longeth to that art, © 
So Jupiter have of my foule part, 
Asin this world right now neknowlnon 2795 
$0 worthy to be loved as Palamon, 
That ferveth you, and wol don all his lif; 
And if that ever ye thal ben a wif 
Foryete not Palamon, the gentil man. 

And with that word his fpeche faille began; 28co 
For from his feet up to his breft was come 
The cold of deth that had him overnome; 
And yet moreover jn his armes two 
The vical ftrength is loft and all ago; 
Only the intelle&, withouten more, a8cs 
That dwelled in his herte fike and fore, 

Y. 2602. overnome] Overtaken, from ov-rniman, Sax. 
¥. 2803. And 321] So in The Thefeida, 1, X53 
E anchor nc le bragza era penluts 
La vital forza, ful ue Jo intelletto 


B nel core erz ancora fufienuta 
La pocha vila. 
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And every lacertein hisbreft adout 
Js chent with venime end corruptiouas 

Hum yaineth neyther for to get his Hf 

‘Vomit upward ne dounward iaxatifs 

Allis to-beoiten thilie rogion 

Nature hath pow no domination: 

And certainly ther mature wal not werche. 
Farewel phyfike: gobere theman to cherche, 
"Thisis albantifom, thse Arcite motte die; 
For which he fendeth after Emelie, 

Aad Palamon, that was bie cofin dere ¢ 

‘Vian favd he thus, as'ye fhuln after here! 

Nought may the wotul fpisib in myn herte 

Deckare o point of all my forwesfmerté |» 
‘To you my lady, that Love moft, : « 

But I bequethe the fervice af my goft 

"Vo you aboven every creature, 

Sin that my lif ne may no lengerdate. 

Ala che wo! alas the peinesfirong, 

‘That | for you have fuffered, and fo longe! 
Alas the deth! alas min Emetie! 

Alas departing of our compagnie! 

Alay min hertes quene ! alas my wif! 

Min hertes ladie, ender of my lif! 

‘What is this world? what axen men.to have? 
Now with his love, now in his colde grave 
Alone withouten any compagnie. 
Farewel my fwete, ferewel min Emelie! 
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Infinite ben the forwes and the teres 
OF olde folk and folk of tendre yeres 2830 
In all che toun for deth of this Theban ; 
For him ther wepeth bothe child and man: 
So gret a weping was ther non certain 
Whan Hector was ybrought all freth yflain 
To Troy: alas! the pitee that was there; 2835 
Cratching of chekes, rending eke of here. 
Why woldeft thou be ded? thife women crie, 
And haddeft gold ynough and Emelie. 
No man might gladen this Duk Thefeus 
Saving his olde tader Egeus, 2840 
That knew this worldes tranfmutatioun, 
Av he had {een it chaungen up and doun, 
Joye after wo, and wo after gladncile, 
snd fhewed him enfample and hikeneffe. 
Richt as ther died never man (quod he) 2845 
That he ne lived in erth in fom degree, 
Right fo ther lived never man (he feyd) 
In all this world chat fomtime he ne deyd : 
"This world a’is but a thurghfare ful of wo, 
And we ben pilgrimes pafling to and fro: 2850 
Deth is an end of gvery worldes fore. 
And over all this yet fuid Ke mochel more 
To this effect, ful wifely ro enhort 
The peple that they fuld hem recomfort. ; 
Duk Vhetcus with all his bery cure assy 
He cafteth now wher that the fepalture 


B.2956. Mott] Unave added 1 to complete Ne NCU. 
47, - . 
dhe ule off rouwuns wd UNdantly ws CUMMLOT WC AVT-F + 
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Of good Arcite may beft ymaked be, 
' And eke moft honourable in his degree; 
And at the lait he toke conclufion 
That ther as firft Arcite and Palamon 2860 
Hadden for love the bataille hem betwene, 
That in that felve grove, fote and grene, 
Ther as he hadde his amorous defires, 
His complaint, and for love his hote fires, 
He wolde make a fire, in which the office 2865 
Of funeral he might all accomplife; 
And let anon commande to hack and hewe 
The okes old, and lay hem on a rew 
In culpens, wel araied for to brenne. 
Ilis officers with fwifte feet they renne 2870 
And ride anon at his commandement. 
And after this, this Thefeus hath fent 
After a here, and it all over{pradde 
With cloth of gold the richeft that he hadde, 
And of the fame fuit he cladde Arcite. 23875 
Upon his hondes were his gloves white, 
ike on his hed a croune of laurer grene, 
And io his hond a fwerd ful bright and kene. 
¥. 2362. in thar polve grove] In The Thefeida Arcita is buried 


ae Nel bufeoyove rancyna 
Aver fdvente foleva de en ore, 

Y. 266. Of funeral) C/is a conieAural fupplement; or the 
Verfe may be (perhay sbetter) completed by taking in the word 
Jidly from mf, NC. and ed. Ca. 2,-- in which the office 

Frreral he micht 2! fe ly accomplice. 

Y. 2892. And after this] 'Vhe fecond this is from conjecture 
only. Seme mff. read—And after this ‘Thefeus hath 3 ,caut— 
which perhaps is right. 


THE KENIGHTES PACE ¥4r 


He laid him dare the: vilage dncties bere;:: -: 

"Fherwith he wept that hese ives so hese “yan "5886 

And forzhs people thulde feewhiit alles.“ 5°... 

Whan it wavitiy he browghellimtothehalle, =~ 

This rocedh of thie crying aad the fous. +: «- -: - 
Tho came this wofai .Chubas Palkanwon... 


With figeiey bcid und raggy cathy hares, - ay ; 


in clothes blake; ydropped all with vere « ' 
And (paffing uver of weping Rmajie):.: " 
Thetenfallet of all the compagnis.:...- -. 
And ins mavhi asthe ferwice thalé be-)!6- 
The more noblewad riche ih Aitaiegrue,':.: . a8go! 
¥. 2879. bare the vifize) If this exprefion wefe Th Miltori 


the crizicks @Guld fx fall & call itiad elegant Ofteciin; In’ 
WE Can ny hope tuat {gf may be glowed to bean cles: 


gant ‘Anglicifn. Frviffirt fays that the corpleof opr kdw. IU. 
was carried “ toot dé Jong de la cee 16 Londres, 2 viarre de- 
“ couvert, jufquys a Weitmonitier.” V. i. o * | ' 
Y. 2855. vith fosryperd) Tho i. xi. 5 an 
Con rabuffata biaza (or barba] e trifto ¢rine. — 
E potverofar™ ... eo oae be 
Riatery. (come -literally. to mean Agting, as hair dithevelled 
(rabufaa) may be faid to flote upon the,air. Ruggy is rough, 
2887. And (paffing ever.) According td thls reading the ferfe 
is plain that Palamon was the retifaltet, &'c. pafling over uf 
excepting Emetic;:dutall the mi-that I have feen read --or ber. 
If we adhere to that we mult difpofe the Parenthetis thus; 
And (paffing etber of weping) Emrix -" 
The reufulletl, Oc. 
and the fenfe will be, that with Palamon came alfo Emclie, 
(paffing others ofot in wepive’ the reufullet, EP. Butfuch a 
cunfirudtion would bé very harth, and anitke Chaucer's ufual 
facility, anc therefore 1 rather believe we thoulu read— oer — 


with ed. UT. 
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‘Duk Thefeus let forth three ftedes bring, 
‘That trapped were in ftele all glittering, 
And covered with the armes of Dan Arcites 
And cke upon thefe fledes gret and white 
‘Ther faten folk, of which on bare his theld, 
Another his fpere up in his hondes held; 
‘The thridde bare with him his bow Turkeis, 
Of brent geld was the cas and the harneis; 
And riden forth a pas with forweful chere 
‘Toward the grove, as ye thul after here. 
‘The noblett of the Grekes that ther were 
Upon hir fhuldres earrieden the bere, 
‘With flacke pas, and eyen red and wete, 
“Tburghout the citee, by the maifler ftrete, 
‘That fprad was all with black, and wonder hit 
Right of the fame is all the ftrete ywric, 
‘Upon the right hand went olde Egeus, 
And on that other fide Duk Thefeus, 
‘With veffels in hir hond of gold ful fine, 
All ful ofhony, milk, and blood, and wine; 
Eke Palamon with ful gret compagnie, 
And after that came woful Emelie 
‘With fire in hond, as was that time the gife, 
‘To don the office of funeral fervice. 
High labour and ful gret apparailling 
‘Was at the fervice of that fire making, 











¥. 2807. his bow Turksis} 80 in The Rom. de la R. 
Sid to have deux arcs Turqunisy NE. 9X46 
¥. 2904. the maifer frcic\ The Ane BERS 
*¢ verain carrefout." Froifarty WoW. GW 
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That with his grene top the heaven ravght, 

And twenty fadom of brede the armes ftraught ; 

This is to fain, the boughes were fo brodc. 

Of ftre firft ther was laied many a lode. 2920 
But how thé fire was maked up on highte, 

And cke the names how the trees highte, 

As oke, fir, birch, afpe, alder, holm, poplere, 

Wilow, elm,-plane, ath, box, cheftein, lind, laurere, 

Maple, thorn, beche, hafel, ew, whipultre, 2925 

How they were feld, fhal not be told for me; 

Ne how the goddes rannen up and doun 

Ditherited of hir habitatioun, 

In which they. woneden in reft and pees, 

Niimphes, Faunes, and Amadriades; 2930 

Ne how the beftes and the briddes alle 

Fledden for fere whan the wood gan falle; 

Nc how the ground agatt was of the light, 

"That was not wont to fee the fonne bright; 

Ne how the fire was couched frit with ftre, 2935 

And then with dric ftickes cloven a-thre, 

And than wich grcne wood and fpicerie, 

And than with cloth of gold and with perrie, 

And zerlond, hanging with ful many a flour, 

‘The mirre, th’ cncenfe asio with fwete odour; 2940 

Ne how aArcita lay among all this, 

Ne what rich: fle about his body is; 

Ne how that Esnclic, as was the gife, 

Put in the fre of funeral fervice y 
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Ne how fac fwouned whan the made the fire, 
Ne what the fpake, ne winat was hire defires 
Ne what jewelies men in the fire cafe, 
‘Whan that the fire was gret and bretite faftes 
Ne how fom catt hir fheld ard fom hit fpere,” 
And of hir vetimentes which they were, 
Aud cuppes full of wine, and milk, and blood 
to the fire, thar brent as it were wood 5 
how the Grekenwith a huge route 

ree times riden all the fire aboute 

Upon the lefe hord, with a loud fhouting, 
And +; hir {peres clatering, 
And thries how the ladies gan to cries 
Ne how that led wax homeward Emelie; 
Ne how Arcite is brent to aften cold; 
Nehow the liche-wake was yhold. 

Ail thilke night; ne how the Grekes plays 
‘The wake-plaics ne kepe | not to fay 5 
















¢ cuftom of watching v 
this cat 















ora mortuoram vetanti, 
feculares hudi et alti turpes et fatuic? 
43, €. §. Chaucer feems to have cor 
o wake-plays as they were called’ of his own time 

the Ancients, Soin Troilus, ¥. 303 











1a Seeche funeral 
exnen Mha'l to oledey 
1 palettral, 

sotaks goed Netes 








“Rn feroeres rave: tes! 
dbeft'taked, with vile enoint,. 

are hit Be inno disjoint. 
fendtc bow theyallgon- . - ag65° 
Mahes wlian the play is don, os 
wthe'poink now wol I wende, 
sfmy longe Tale an ende. - 
tiid by lengthe of certain yeres 

ithe moataing and the teres 1970 
Noe genoral affent : ae 
me ther was a-parlement™ 
pon certain points sod.casy.':« 
ewhich poles yfpoken was." 2. «7+ 
heertain-contrees alliance, 2975 
“Thebanes fully obeifance : 

ais noble Thefeus anon 

feer gentil Palamon, 

m what was the caufe and why: 

acke clothes forwefully 2980 
his commandement on hie ; 

“hefeus for Emelie. 

sy were fet, and hutht was al the place, 
Wabiden hath a fprce, 

d came from his wile breft 2985 
he ther as was his left, 

fad vifage he fiked Qill, 

rat right thus he fayd his will. 
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The firfte Mover of the caufe above, - 

Whan he firfte made the fayre chaine of love, 2 
Gret was th’ effe&, and high was his entent; 
Wel wifthe why and what therof he ment; 
For with that fayre chaine of love he bond 
The fire, the ajr, the watre, and the lend, 
In certain bondes, that they may not flee: 29 
That fame prince and Mover eke (quod he) 
Hath ftablifht, in this wretched world adoun, 
Certain of dayes and duration 
To all that are engendred in this place, 
Over the which day they ne mow not pace, 3¢ 
Al mow they yet the dayes wel abrege. 
Ther nedeth non autoritee allege, 
For it is preved by experience, 
But that me luft declaren my fentence. 
"Than may men by this ordre wel dilcerne 30 
"That thili:e Mover ftable is and eterne ; 
Wel may men knowen, but it bea fool, 
That every part deriveth from his hoo); 
For Nature hath not taken his beginning 
Of no partic ne cantel of athing, 30 
But of a thing that parfit is and ftable, 
Defcending fo til it be cotrumpable; 

Y. 2003. thar favre chaine of love] Cur Author's philofep 
is borrowed, as it is ufually, trom BoceLius, |. ii, met. $3; 


Yane rerum feriem ligat, 
Terras ac puiagus regcns, 
Et czlo imperitans, amor. 


See alfo, for what follows, \. Ww. pr. 6 





0 the oke, that hath fe iteng » aortthi 
ro the cime that it ginmeth Girt ¢0 pti 
sod hath Song aif, an ye may fee, 
“et at che lafke waked is the tree. 
‘onfideroth eke haw that the harde fton 
‘nder our feet,.on which-we trede and gy 
wafteth asit Heth by the wey; 
ve brode river fomtime wexeth drey; 
¢ grete tounes {ee we wane and wende 
an may yefecthat all thing hath au cad 
nan and-wowan {ee we wel slfe, 
t nedea in on of the termes two, 
isto faye, in youtheor elles age, 
rote be ded the king as fhall « page; 
‘mhis bed, for in ghe depe fee, 
athe large éeld, as ye may feet 
Yelpeth noughe,a 
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What makcth this but Jupiter the King, 

The which is prince and caufe of alle thing, 
Converting alle unto his propre wille, 

Froin which it is derived, foth to telle? 3040 
And here-againes no creature on live 

Of no degree availleth for to firive. 

"Vhan is it wifdom, as it thinketh me, 

‘Yo maken vertue of necefhite, 

And take it wel that we may not efchewe, 3045 
And namely that to us alls dewe ; 

And whofe gratcheth ought he doth folie, 

And rebel is to him that all may gie. 

And certainly a man hath moft honour 

To dien in his excJlence and flour, 3050 
Whan he 1s fiker of his goode name; 

‘Than hath he don his frend ne him no fhame; 

And glader ought his frend ben of his deth, 

Whan with honour is yolden up his breth, 

‘Than whan his name appalled is for age, 3C55 
For all foryetten is his vaflallage : 

‘Than is it beft, as for a worthy fame, 

‘To dicen whan a man is beft of name. 

"The contrary of all this is wilfwlncfle. 

Why grutchen we? why have we hevineffe, 3060 ' 


Y. 3043. Thanis it wiflom] From The Thefeida 5 
E pero fare de la necefitate 
Virtu, quandy vifo.na, ¢ feprcntia, 
E il contrtio e chiara vanitate. 
V. 3056. bis cafullagc) Valour, prowefa. Froifart, v. i. c- 
27t, “Acraad hawveur et cafrlagey See Du Cange, in 


- 


- . 
/ ws LePCEM 
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That good Arcite, of chivalry the flour, 
Departed is, with dutee and honour, 
Out of this foule prifon of this lif? 
Why grutchen here his cofia and his wif 
Of his welfare, thet leven him fo wel? 3065 
Can he hem thank? nay, Gad'wot, never a del, 
That both his foule and eke hemfelf offend, 
And yet they mow hir luftes not amend. _ 

What may 1 conclade of this longe ferie, 
But after forwe { rede us to be merie, 3070 
And thanken jupiter of all his grace, 
And er that we departen from this place, 
I rede that we maké of forwes two 
O parfit joye lafting evermo: 
And loketh now wher moft forwe ishcrein, 3075 
Ther wol I firfte amenden and begin. 

Sifter, (quod he) this is my full affent, 
With all th’ avis here of my parlement, 
That gentil Palamon, your owen knight, 
That ferveth you with will, and herte, and mighe, 
And ever hath don fin ye ficlt him knew, 3ceK 
That ye fhall of your grace upog him rew, 
And taken him for hufbond and for lord : 
Lerie me your hand, for this is oure accord. 

Let fee now of your womanly pitee ; 30 8s 

He is a kinges brothers fone pardec, 

Y. 3003. Wii all 7) erie] bo the ttatute § WAS on nd 


the preamble to be miade—— de Mand cis et aifont des 2 Os 
aur," 6. The Came form is uted bia moik Of We. ad CLs 


. YY s, 
vores iP 


ASEAN 


I59 THE KNIGHTES TALE. 


And though he were a poure bachelere, 
Sin he hath ferved you fo many a yere, 
vcd had for you fo gret adverfite, 
Je molte ben confidered, leveth me, 3 
Fur geutil mercy oweth to paflen right. 
Than fayd he thus to Paiamon the Knight; 
J trow ther nedeth litel lermoning 
To ms! cn you alierten to this thing. 
Cometh ner, and cake your lady by the hond. 3 
Betwix ‘2 hem was maked anon the bond 
That highte Niatrimoine.or Mariage, 
By all the coufcii of the baronage ; 
Ami thus with alle pufie and melodie 
Tath Patamen yweddee Emeite 3 3 
And Cao, tine olf this wide world hath wrought 
‘oad him iis love chat hath it dere ybought. 
Fer now tp Valaneninwle wele, 
Livir in bute, ini.ch fe, and in hele, 
And Unewle hit lovely Jo tendrely, 3 
And he hire firveih all fo geatilly, 
‘d hat pever was ther no word hem betwene 
Cliuiculig, ne of non other tene, 
Yhos cndcta Palanion and F meliz, 
And God fave all this fayre conipagnie. 3 
Ye. 3008. steer] By writing this word fo (according to f 
mi) we preerve a proper ¢ Rincon beiween on, 
thicd perron hoy. ofthe prefert wae, and caghy, wiicis 
em only uftdin the Da t rentty. 
» RIO | Pluie: th Paloncay Mefere Tguil thls Tals 1 
‘nak Cheticg cn0h (he fane tals cet has Leemtreked 


THE MILLERES PROLOGUE. Iss 


To apeiren any man, orhim-defame,; . ' 
Aad eke to bringen wives in fwiche a name's “3150 
"Fhou mayft ynough.of other thinges fein.” 
This dronken Miller fpake ful fone again,- 
And faydé, Leve brother Ofewold, 
Who hath oo wif he is no cokewold ; 
But | fay not therfore that thowarton;. ..: 3555 
Ther ben ful goode wivee many on. 
Why art thoy angry with my Tale now? 
Thave a wif parde as wel as thou, 
Yet o’olde I for the-oxen in- my plough 
Taken upon me more than ynough. . « 3160 
As demen of myfelf that J am on; . 
I wol beleven wy] that I am non. 
An hufbond fl.uld not ben inquifitif 
Of Goddds privite ne of his wi ; . 
So he may finden Caddes foifon there 3165 
Of the remenant ncdeth not to ehquere. 
What fhuld I more fay, bue this Milleré- 
He n’olde his wordes for no man forbere, 
But told his cherles Taie in his manere, 
Me thinketh that I fhal rcherfe it here; 3170 
And therfore every gent! wight I prey, — 
For Goddes love, as deme net that I fay 
¥. 3156) Aficr this verfe the two following are found in fo 
many mff. that perh.ps they cught to have been Inferted In 
the text; 
And ever a thoufane gud > zeins un bade, 
That Knowsf thea wel but if tho be maddc. 


Fe B72 A tn) Vhis plate has occarted belate , SCF: 
ZZI4> 25 Kove weg Vets 2319, as tends. Lonuce & 


LOULRL TH: 
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Of evil entent, but that 1 mote rcherfe 

Hir Tales alle, al be they better or werle, 

Or elles falfen fom of my matere ; 3r75 
And therfore who fe Lift it uot te here 

Turne over the leef, and chefe another Tale, 

For he thal find ynow bothe gret.and fmale, 

Of ftorial thing that toucheth pontillefle, 

And cke moralite and holincile. - 3180 
Blameth not me if that ye chefe amis; 

‘The Miller is a cherl; ye know wel this, 

So was the Reve, (and nsany other mo) 

And harlotrie they telden bothe two. 

Avifeth you now, aad pat meeut of blame; 3185 
And cke men fhuld not make erneft of game. 
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"W arom ther was dwelling in Oxenforde 
A riche gnof, that geftes helde to borde, 


as in thefe cafes was uéed elliptically for dojo much as 3 but thea 
the follawing verb mut have been in the infinitive mood, 
whereas it is oftenin the imperative. See ver. §773, as taketh; 
ver. 6631, as doth; ver. 13352, a5 beth. Lam theretire ra- 
ther inclined to underftand it in the fenfe of fo, according to 
its original etymology. 4s is an abbreviation of ws, and that 
of al fwa ; fic enmine. See wer. 5481, §778, 70C7. 

The Milleres Tale} Nicholas, a {cholar of Oxford, practifeth 
with Alifon, the carpenter’s wife of Ofney, to deceive her buf- 
band, but in the end is rewarded accordingly. This is one of 

thole Tales that Lydgate (in his Prolugue te The Story cf the 
éiege of Thebes) fays are of ribauldric, 
To makin Iaughtir in the cumpany. 


tae Menbpsing oan. Ms 





hing,. F-may not rekea alle, 

srl was cleped Hendy Nicholas; 

cove he coude-and of folas ; 3xe 
o he was flic and ful prive, 

a mhaiden meke for te fe. 

we had he in that hoftelrie 

thouten any compagnie, 

yodight with herbes fore; - 3S 
anfelf was {weteas is the rote _ 

or any fetewale, 

cefte, and bokes gret and fmate; 

bre, longing for his art, 

2 ftones, layen faire apart gato 


jon know what you are to expel; read or forbear 
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On fhelves couched at his becdes hed, 

His preffe ycovered with a falding reds 

and all above ther lay a gay fautrie, 

On which he made on nightes melodie 

So fwecely, that all the chambre rong, 3415 

And slagelus ad Virginem he fong ; 

And aftcr that he fong the kinges note: 

Ful often blefied was his mery throte, 

And thus this fwete clerk his time fpent 

Aft: his freudes finding and his rent. 3220 
‘lLis carpenter had wedded new a wif 

Whih that he loved more than his lif: 

Cf cwhtene yere fhe was I gefie of age. 

Jaluus he was. and held hire narwe in cage, 

Koi fae was wile and yange, aud he was old, 3225 

Ane cemed hinluf belike a cckewold. 

Fle knew net Caton, for his wit was rude, 

"Phot bace a man fhulde wedde his fimilitude ; 


seere the pebbles cr counters which were anciently ufed in nu- 
Mieraulen. 

Bejsrr. gh Bigeye te] What this note or tune waa I mutt 
leave to ce cvple aed Sy the mulcal antiquaries, Angelus ad 
Vir rar, Lupe fey was ave Mera. f8%e. 

Be 3st. OY gb) sere] he words—/ .%t—are not ia 
thea Ma neds Goovere, v Mech perbapa may be right, 
Pout be prapounced as cf four fylatles. 2/0. 1 and 
wou'd remove all ditncuhios, by reading Of e’ghktei yere this 
Woman Was ich are. 

Beg. eve not Cate] The calling of this author ¢2- 

fo thews that he was more fhudied ia Tiench than in Latin. 


2 





‘oun Seaneene race, 


Men fhabdap spaciden niktn his'eftsec, 

tor youths and cide is often st:debate: 

Jet Schon he wee fallen itv tha foare:= : , 
de molt qudave (20 ather folk) his-case. 
‘Fayre was this yooge wif, and therwithal 
As any weld hire bodp goat abc fal 

A Sciut the wontdyberted ellof fil, :- 5 
) berme-aléek thane white as morwe snill: 
‘pon hire lendes, fil of mkay & gore: 
White was hire fmok, snd brouded ail before 
‘And eke behind on hire colere aboute —. 

H cple-black filk within and eke withoute: 32 
The tapes of hire white volupere 

Were of the fame fuit of hire colere ; 


ebelow, ver. 9451, 14946, 16155. Who he was or of wha 
is uncertain; but hie authority fout or five hundred year 
>feeme to have been as great asi he had really bee the 
ous Cenfor of Rome. However, the maxim here 
‘sot property one of Cato's; but I find It ina kin. 
‘ent to The Moral Distichs entitled Pacetus, int. Au 
morales. Lugd. 1538, cap. 


‘Duc tit prole parca fponfsm morefque venatlam, 
1 cum pace vells ritam deducere Jo 





fame treatie, of at leaft one with the fame Yeptnn 
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On fhelves couched at his becdes hed, 

His prefle ycovered with a falding red 

and all above ther lay a gay fautrie, 

On which he made on nightes melodie 

So fwerely, that all the chambre rong, gars. 

And Aagelus ad Virginem he fong 3 

And after that he fong the kinges note: 

Ful often bleffed was his mery throte, 

And thus this fwete clerk histime fpent . - 

Aft: his frendes finding and his rent. 3220 
T1is carpenter had wedded new a wif 

Which that he loved more than his lif: 

Of cightene ycre fhe was I gefle of age. | 

Jalsus he was, and held hire narwe in cage, 

Fui fhe was wild and yonge, and he was old, 3225 

And demed himlelf belike a cckewold. 

He knew not Caton, for his wit was rude, 

That bade a man fhulde wedde his fimilitude ; 


were the pebbles or counters which were anciently ufed in nu- 
meraticn. ; 

Rez. th Riagoe tel What this note or tune was I muft 
Jeave to be cyy ve ed oy the mulical | antiquaries, Angelus ad 
Virelnca, I hape Way Was ave Mera. 257e, 

We 3822. OF gece yer co] ihe words—T gef-— —are not ia 
the mil MOL re do ocniere, V Nich perhaps may be right, 
fy cceufene Le prropounced as cf four fylables. 4/2. 1 and 2 
woud remove al ditncul ies, by reading Oy e’gbtcie yere this 
woman was cf ape 

Pe 9227. Mo daece not Caron The calling of this author Ca- 

fo0 thews that he was more ftudied in Ficnch than i Lain, 


2 


B WUE & UME Es BEDE BY Oo ot te - 
primerole, a ply zen: v. 

rd to ligven in L.- +2. .- 

any wocd vema..ce +. 
e,amndcithve. Ff. 02.. 0° 2. 
day this idendy 2°... 

hip yonge Wit tc r-- - 

thire hufsozaw. :- . 

-ben ful fubtil enc .. 

‘hy he caught ror + 

2, Ywis bur if | re. - 

love of thec, ETT. : 
shire faite bv tne sc: 

+, Lemman. lovwe~- »- - 
lien, al fo God =... 


e farnner senanrr r= 


158 Ton MILCERE! 
Hire filler bode of fi 


Inall this ere marti 
‘Ther n’is no man fo wife that conde; 
So gay a popelot or fwiche a wenche. 


ul brighter was the fhining of hire hewe 1 50§$ 
‘Than in the Tour the noble yforged newey:~ ! 
But of hire fong, it was as loud and yerne 

Asany fwalow fitting.on a berne. 

‘Therto fhe coude fiip and makea game 

Asany kid or ealf folowing his dame... 


¥. 3247, Lisf il for to for} The better mi. 
which I believe Ia right, Bee Zyxlg. Tray. Be lite ele ib 
is hruther Tro; tass fo goodly wt to Fee— 
and Gower, Conf. Amant. fol. 175 bes 
ter wre Crem to] fee 
perience Fre] Rone ‘of the eff rexil fer 


‘cafe itfignit 
¥. 3251, forded witb laoun) That fs, Thelleve, 
with Letoun in the thape of pearls. It is probabte that 
elegant purfes were embroidered with real pearls. 
Ye 3254+ So guy a porelat] This word may either be confi 
dered an.a dimivutive fio Poupte,@ puppet, or as a Comur 
tion of ff ilar, & young, WUEEY 





¥59 





As litdb-as ig the baile ofa bokelere: = 
Hive thagh‘were laced on hire legges hie';: 
Ges gress prisherole, 2 pigneinic, eres “ - 


Or yet for aay good yeoman to wedde. «°° 3270 
"Mow fire, sind ef fire, fo befell thecas,: 

Pebwith this yonge.wif to rageand’pieye, 
While thathire hufbond was at Ofency, 
As clerkes ben ful fubtil and fal queint, 3275 
And prively he caught‘hire by the queint, 
And fayde, Y wis bat if I have my will 
Por derne love of thee, lemman, | {pill ; 
And helde hire faite by the hanche bones, 

_And fayde, Lemman, love me wel at ones, 3280 
Or I ‘wol dien, al fo God me fate. 
| And fhe {prong asa colt doth in the trave ; 


Oy, 3268. a primerole] Old Fr. fora primrofe. It is ufed by 
Gower, Conf. Amant. fol. 148.— piggefnie. The Romans uted 
eculus as a term of endearment, and perhaps piggé/nic, in vul- 
gar language, only means occilus, the cyesof that animal being 
remarkably fmall. ‘The word occurs again in The Remedie of 

» VOT. 2575 though 1 do not beticve that to be a wark of 








; TES AMLELSES BARR. 


id with hirehed the wekhodtelbnmmapyie ! oF 
nd fayde, I wabedthifie thedley sigfeylo in at 
7hy, let be, (quod flan) let Se, Sieabeelens; 7: sigads 
dr | wol crie quk Mlavew.gnd gileak cin cece! 
Do way youpbebdes fir yotr ogmefied 21) 24:0: : 
This Nicholaegsdn andacy fofied evlegiss cba. * 
And fpake.fe boitagnd quinkertd salen totais 0 
That the hire Jove him granted atehe talig = daar 
And (wore hire oth by Seint Thqmnieet Malays” 
That the wold ben a bis commaadapeemt ct s.: » 
Whan that fhe andy hire leer wel cfpie. Bait 
Myn hufbond is fo ful of jeloufie 3 <3 ~ 7 
That but ye waiten wel and be prive.’ % sg 
J wot right wel J n’am but ded, nod fee's «é ph 
Ye moften be ful derac.azin thiseas, su -' 
Nay, thereof care you not, quod Michobist - 
A clerk bath litheriy.befet his bade .. "t 
But if he coud a carpenter begilc. |. 3300 
And thus they were acanied and yfvroras' Ds 
Towaite a time, ae i trawe foid boformc.'. . ..: 
¥. 3396. Harow’] It woud timch exceed the Nmits of chet 
Notes to regive the’ feveral opioianscaacerning the ortgiezal of 
this word. ‘The curious reader may conful: Du Cange, inv. and 
Hickes, Gr. Fr. Theot, p. 96, Lratber believe it to hgve been 
derived trom bar, atrus, and op, clamor, two IMlandick worts, 
which were probably once common to all the Scandinaviad 
nations. See Gudmund. Andr. Lex. Ifland. by Refentus. Hafa 
1683. In fupport of this opinion tt may be obferved that 


very word Lareop or burop,was ufed by Some of the inhabitan! 
the Low-coumtrice in the fame fente on witch Haron was! 


Bhs Normans. Dy Cange, nv. Harceg. 
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He killed hice feier} sad gaketh hisfiluttie, 3305 
And plaisth Sai, <end maketh sidlodic. 
‘Than-fallit-thps, that'to the parifh-cherche 

(Of Criftquesnin werkes for to :-warche) 
This good wif weft wpuera holy-day;' - 
dice ferched fhoaé as bright asany day; = $3.10 
So was.it:wathen hin the letc‘hire; werk. — 

. Now wandliesiofthat chirche a parith clerk 
The which thaawras yoleped Abfolon.” ~~ . 
Cralie was bis:kere;-end 2s the goldit thon, 
And ftrouted as a fansielargeand brodes =. 3315 
. Fal freight and even lay hie joly fhode : 
His rode was-ved, his eyen grey as goos, 
With Poules windowes corven an his fhoos : 
In hofen red,he weat ful fetifly : 
¥clad he was ful {otal and proprely 3320 
All in a kirtel of a light wazet ; 
Ful faire and thicke ben the pointes fet; 


_ H- 3308. Of crifes] Of ia added from canjecture only. 
© He 3318. Wits Poudgs windocves] Perhaps this meaus that his 
thoes were cut in fquares, like panes of glafs. Bayle mentions 
Senefiratps calscps as making part of the habit of the Francit- 
cans. Cent. iv. 27 and o1. ‘Chey_alfa occur in the Ciitercian 
Ratutes an.1529, and the munks are fos bidden to wear them. 
Du Cange, in v. Calcei-Fengirati. 

WY. 3325. Of alight wage] Or watcher. Skinner cxplains 
watcbet to mean a colour a whitith blue; but in this place it 
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Ful wel accordant to his giterning. 

This carpenter awoke, and herd him fing, 
And fpake unto his wif, and faid anon, 3368 
What, Alifon! heres thou not Abfolon, 
That chanteth thus under our boures wal? 
And fhe anfwerd hire hufbond therwithal, 
Yes, God wot, John, There him everydel. 3369 

‘This paffeth forth; what wol ye bet than wel? 
Fro day to day this joly Abfolon 
So loveth hire that him is wo-begon : 
He waketh all the night, and all the day 
He kembeth his lockes brode, and made him gay; 
Ve woeth hire by menes and brocage, 3375 
And {wore he wolde ben hire owen page: 
Fiz fingeth brokking as a nightingale ; 
He {ent her pinnes, methe, and {piced ak, 
And wafres piping hot out of the gicde ; 
And for fhe was of toun he profered mede; 3380 
For fom folk wo] be Wonncu for richeffe, 
And fom for ftrokes, and fom with gentilleffe. 

Somtime to fhew his lightnefie and maiftrie 
He plaicth Herode on a {kaffold hie. 
Hut what availeth hint as in this cas? 3328: 
So loveth fhe this Hendy Nichcelas, 

Y. 3382. And jom for froke; | In the margin of mf. C1 
the faiicwing note, © Ovid, lcdious ayreias,? ie. 

W- 3304. Ae piuceh lieeods) Vhis is much in charader. 'T 

Perii-clevas Lad aiwaye a principe thare in the repreientat 
OFM) Merics. See Lhe Pick to Dudley sO Says, yp. vs. 





To leke on hae bee change 3 eoces  : 
She was fe geegur, and Geer, and Hierems, == ¢ 
1 dare wel fain of thee bed bcm 2 es 
And he a cot be weld her beree anon. 
Hath as hes derte fesche 2 love iengiep, 
That ef so wil tale be nen eficxing ; g3s0 
For certefic, he ford, he w'cide eam. 

The mesure at mght fol clere and brigttr thon, 
For paramoars ke theoghre for to wake ; 
And forth he geth jolif and asnorous, ASS 
‘Til he came to the carpenectes hous, 
A litel after the cockes had ycrow, 
And drefied him up by a thor window 
That was upon tke carpenteres wal. 
He fingeth in bis vois gentil and fmal, 338s 
Now, dere Lady —f thy wille be, 
I pray you that ye-——wol rewe on me; 

Y- 3358. 2.40! eindowy That is, Vfuppos. 2 window thu 
was fur. It might perhaps be better to write fs word with 
fome of the mii.; jhet or seette, as Chaucer coe. in etici 
places, ver. 16425, 16519. Sif. 4. reads Pp, ani fe. 

Y- 3361, 2.} Thefe two lines, containing Abfion’: fongwete 


meant, lapprebend, to be broken into four thort vertes, witch 
will rhyme tocerher very harmonioufly if she accent ne laid 
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If that he axed after Nicholas, - 

She fhulde fay fhe o’ifte not-wher he was; 

Of all the day the faw him not vith eye; - 3415 

She trowed be was in fom maladie, 

For for no crie hire maiden ccud him calle. 

He n’olde anfwer for nothing that might falle. 
‘Thus paffeth furth all thilke Saturday,. 

That Nicholas fill in his chambre lay, 3420 

And ete, and flept, and dide whet him lift, 

Til Sonday that the fonne goth to reft. 
This fely carpenter hath gret mer vaile 

Of Nicholas, or what thing miight him aile, 

And fiid, (am adrad by Seiot ‘Thomas 3425 

It ftoundeth not aright with-Nichalas; ° 

God fhilde that he died fudenly;. 

This world is now ful cikel fikerly : 

I {uw to-day a corpa yborne to cherche 

‘That now on Munday laft | faw hin. werche. 3430 
Go up (quod he unto his knave) anon, 

Clepe at his dore, or knocke with 4 lton; 

Loke how it is, and tell me bolcely. 
This knave goth him up ful flarceiy, 

Andat the chambre dore whiic that he Rood 3435 

He cried and knocked as that ie were wood; 

What? how? what do ye, Me-fter Nivkolay ? 

How may ye Mlepen all the longe day ? 

Lut al] for nought, he herde not a word. 

An hole he fond ful low upon the bord, DAKO 








‘FUR MYEEERES TOE 
‘Ther as thecht nid tnclit' in: for sorcrepe, 
Asd.at that hele he lablid in faldimpe,: : © 
And at thedede fe had ofhime fights... 
‘This Nicholas fat eter gaping tpeight, 
Ashe had kyked on the:sowameda: 
Adoan he gochyasid walla selter ne 
lai what array hodawithis ike inanh is). 
‘This cerpebtertq-blifiew him déjon, : 
And faid, Now hélpp ts Seinte Frideferide! 
A man wote litel what-thal him betide;’ 34st 
‘This man is fallen with his aftronomie 
In fom woodneffe or im fom agonie. 
I thought ay wel how that it fholde be ; 
Men fhulde nat knowe of Goddes privetee. 
Ya, bleffed be alway a lewed man, 345! 
‘That nought but only his beleve can. 
So ferd another clerk with aftronomies 
He walked in the feldes for to prie 


Y. 3449. Scinte Fridefwide] Scint ia one of the very fer 
French adjedives which, after their naturalization here, re 
tained for a confiderable time, I appreltend, a diftinétion « 
gender. See the Fifty, t. p. 124.---Chaucer always writes | 

ace, when be fea it: in.the feminine gender, and the fin: 
@ is often to be pronounced, as in this plas ver. 71b¢ 
10292, Seinte Marl 
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tpon the Rerres, what ther fhald bef: 
‘Vil he was ir a marlepit yfalle, 
He faw not that. But yet by Seint TI 
Me reweth fore of Hendy Nicholas: 
He flaal be rated af his fludying, 
Vi that I may, by Jefes, heven king. 
Get mea fiaf, that { may under!po1 
While that thou, Robin, hevefl of the 
He fhal out of his ftudying as I geffe. 
Ando the chambre dore he gan him 
His kmave waaa flrong earl for the ne 
And by the hafpe he haf it of at ones: 
Into the flare the dore fell anon, 
‘This Nicholss fat ay as fille as fton 
‘And ever he gaped upward into the e 
‘This carpenter wend he were in de! 
And hent him by the shulders mightii 
And fhoke bim hard, and cried fpitov 
‘What, Nicholas? what, how man? lo 
Awake, and thinke on Criftes paffiou; 
Icrouche thee from elves and from w. 
‘Therwith the nightfpel faid he anon 1 





7. 34.79, twig Lies} Witches; in the Teuton} 
Ihut whether they were fo called from thei 
their Laing Cupputed to be clothed in white i 
uw, int that language, is called a tit-wrow 

tance, Kilian in v. See Kexiter's £ 
Atiivisy in which, with a great de 
probability, he iis traced the popular notie 
witcheraft in the northern parts of Europe | 
period. ‘The taeelty of Goring vpan he wy 


Q 

















‘tie nitecetre tare. 169 

beitApBiechciei toes thence” 
2 gudliptierabedhd of the dott withoute: 
wCri etil Scint Benedight == « 
fe chiedeostnwal cecry wickod wight, ” 
thie tighhics main, the wits Pater-wofier! $485 
repsionisell teen Geiae Peters fattet ? 
fall ot tht bal thie Heady Nicholas 
tafay 4 Moan Seve, said fai, Alen! 
BeRteewarkdbabichiomesnow? 
‘Tis carpentet anfwered, What fatefi thou? 3490 
able ofbeing dmvned, ls afcribed by Pliny toaraceof male- 
ches In Pants. Wat. Rif. 1. vil.¢. 2, Non polfe merpi, ne 
idem vetibus degravatns.” 
3480. tz nishiicl] The charm which fillows, ver. 
33—6, Is fo lamely reorefented In all the mf. that I hav: 
it as I found it in the common editions. It might perliaps 
alittle improved by reading it thus 5 

Jefa Celt ane Seat Benetight 

Site ate te from every wiht, 

Fro he atone mare FateconeRer! 

Wher onnelt thoo Slat Peters fuer? 
wer. 2 wicked may be left out upon the authority of mt 4. 
A others. itis certainly an unneceilary epithet.——Ver. 2, 
ter-ngfer was often repeated In the middte as well as at the 
Lof charms. —Ver. 4, inflead of eeonef fome coples re ut 
nde. Ido not underftand how the nightmare came to be 


ed to St. Peter.—To fay the truth I fufpeet this chart 
bean interpolation. We have a nightfpel of another form 
Gervaf. Tilber. Otia Imper.\. iil. c. 93. Bee alfo The De,.t- 
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it? thinke on God, as we do, men th 





1 
And citer wol I [peke in privetee 


s Nicholas anfwered, Fetch me a¢ 





<rtain thing that toucheth thee and 
T wel tell it non other nian certain. 
This carpenter goth doun and cometh 





beof mighty ale a large quart 
sn that eche ef hem had dronker 
‘Vhis Nicholus his dere falle thette, 

the carpenter by him he fette, 
, John, min hofle lefe and dere 





"Thou fualt upon thy trouthe fwere me h 
i thon thalt my confeil v 
itis Cries conie!l that fay, 


het to se wi; 








thou reil it man thou art forlores 
thou fhalt have therfe 
thou wreye me thou fhalt be wae 
aw, Cuil 
Qyod tho this fi 


thong I fay 














Lede it far his hely bloo 


man: 1am nolabbe, 








w’aan not lefe te: gabl 





Soy whar thou welt, [thal it never telle 


49 child ne wil, by hion that harwed hell 





Gee S520 96 SAMS] Ne blades foe Mell, cap 

: send 2) WL aetuh, Sa. harral 
‘ were very ford oF a ory Crit 
Wo lonntet Fowhich they ealled The 
7h oe tok ety acth fever etetsor the farm 
th yrcbrbe Meoderus F ince Be 





pave re nwo ATs aasyen ak mnt atc 1697 5 


‘SE RREIEES Tave, 978 


paral mriararen abi not ble, 

aarasiasaltrolagic,:: + 

iichenkin themocne bright, gts 

ewan Mpaday next, a quarter sight, * 

(Ba veiei,and chat fo wild and-wood, 

‘Necsfleods 

saald (be fa5d) in le(le than in an houre 

DE eet Coben fhoures. , 3440 
drenche and lefe his lif, + 

featpentér anfwerd, Alas my wif! 

tal he drenche? alasmin Alifoun! | 

rave of this he fell almoft adoun, 

id, Is ther no remedy in thin cas? aay 

y yes, for Gad, quod Hendy Nichulasy 

iwolt werkerr after lore and rede, 

maift'not werken after thin owcn hedes 

us faith Salomon, that was ful trewe, 

tall by confeil, and thou fhalt not rewa, 4449 

“thou werken wolt by good confcil 

rtake, withouten maf or fcyl, 

al I faven hire, and thee and me. 

hou not herd howfaved was Nuc, 

that our Lord had warned him beforne, 3¢4¢ 

the world with water thuld he lorne? 








474 
And brelke an ole on high upot the gab 
Unto the gardin ward, over the able, 
‘That we may rely palfen forth our way, 
Whan that the grete fhoure is gon away, 
‘Than thal thos fwim 9g mery, I undereal 
‘As doth the white doke after hire drake 
‘Than walt ¢lepe, How, Alifon! haw, Js 
Be mery, for the floed wol pale anon. 
And thou wolt fain, Haile! Maifter Niel 
Good morwe! Lee thee wel, forit is day 
And than thall we be lordes ali dur lif 
fall the world, as Noe and his wif: 
Lut of o thing 1 warne thee ful right, 

Be wel avifed on that ilke night, 

“Chat we ben entred into fhippes hord, 
"That non of use fpeke not 0 word, 

Ne clepe ne crie, but be in his praiere, 
For it is Goddes owen hefte dere. 

‘Thy wifand theu mofte hangen fer a 
For that betwixen you thal be no finne, 
No more in loking than ther thal in dédg 
“his ordinance is fajd; go, God thee fpe 
“Do morwe at night, whan men ben all a 
Into our kneding tubes Wol we crepe; 
And fitten ther, abiding Goddes grace, 
Go now thy way, I have no lenger fpace 
To make of this, no lenger fermoning + 
Men fain thus, Sendthe wife, andfay.nt 
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Scape, or we be ded eche on : 

rewe verzy wedded wif; 

‘poufe! and helpe to fave our lif. 3680 
ata gret thing is afeSion! 

dic of imagination, 

sy impreffion be take. 

carpenter beginneth quake; 

eth veraily that he may fee 3613 
J comen walwing as the for 

1en Alifon, his honey dere: 
h, waileth, maketh fory chere; 
, with ful many a fory fwough. 
ad geteth him akneding trough, 
atubbe and a kemelin, 

dy he feat hem to his in, 
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To climben by the renges and the ftalkes 5625 
Unto the tubbes honging in the balkes; 

And hem vitailled, kemclin, trough, and tubbe, 
With bred and chefe, and yood ale in a jubbe, 
Sufficing right ynow as fot a day. 

But er that he had madc all this array 3630 
He fent his knave, and cke his wenche alfo, 
Upon his nede to London for to go. 
A:d on the Monday, whan it drew to night, 
He fhette his dore, withouten candel light, 
And dreffed all thing as it fhulde hee; 3635 
And fhortly up they clomben alle three. 
They fitten ftille wel a furlong way. 
Now, Puter-neficr, Clum, faid Nicholay, 
And Clum, quod John, and Clum, faid Alifon : 
This carpenter faid his devotion, 3640 
And {till he fit, and biddeth his praiere, 
Awaiting on the rain, if he it here. 

The dede flepe, for wery befinefle, 
Fell on this carpenter, right as { geffe, 
Abouten curfew time, or litel mcre. 364 
For travaille of his votl he groneth fore, 
And eft lic routeth, for his hed miflay. 
Doun of the ladder ftulketh Nichalay, 


tee alfp fol. 112, 
‘Thvaew hich hi fan Soneere sant 
P. 2625. ty fdiier] The ep, &. Wl: Urr. but Trathe 
Heve the rencs to Digan the fhepr, ad the fi thes tne & 
preces of a ladder. 
Pe 5959. Cfpm] From the Sax. cumians Ngee 8 
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ful fof adoun hire fpedde. 
worden mo they went to bedde, 
carpenter was wont to be; 

e revel and the melodic. 

b Alifon and Nicholas 

of mirthe ang in folas, 

bell of ss gan to ring, 

a the chance: gon to fing. - 

h desk, this amorous AlLfojon, 
ove alway fe wo-beyon, 
londay was ar Ofcnay 

ignic, him to difport and play, 
pon cas a cloifterer 

after John the carpenter ; 

v him apart out of the chirche, 
>t, | faw him noc here wirche 
ly; [ trow that he be went 

cher our abbot hath him {ent ; 
mt forcmbre for to gu, 

nat the (Gsraecze a day or two; 
$at his nous certazo : 

1¢ be I cannot futhly fain. 

olun ful july was and light, 

ite, Now is time to wake al night, 
[faw him gat firing 

ore fin day began to fpriog. 
iwive | thal at cockes crow 

zo knocke at his window, 


77 


3450 


3655 


3660 


3665 


Ws 
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‘That ftant ful. low upon his boures wall: 
To Alifon wol I now tellen all 
My love longing; for yet I fhal not miffe | 
That at the leite way | thal hire kiffe. 3680 
Some maner comfort fhal I have parfay, 
My mouth hath itched al this longe day; 
That is a figne of kifling at the lefte: 
Allnight me mette eke [ wasat a fefte: 
‘Therfore.I wol go flepe an houre or twey, 3685 
And all the nightthan wol I wake and pley. 

Whan that the firfte cock hath crowe anon 
Up rift this joly lover Abfolon, 
‘And him arayeth gay, at point devife ; 
But firft he cheweth grein and licorife, 3690 
To {mellen fote or he had {poke with here. 
Under his tonge a trewe love he bere, 
For therby wend he to ben gracious. 
Ile cometh to the carpenteres hous, 
And ftill he flant under the fhot windows = 3695 
Unto his breft it raught, it was fo low; 
And foft he cougheth with a femifoun. 

What do ye, honycombe, fwete Alifoun, 
My fairc bird, my fwete finamome! 
Awaketh, lemman min, andf{peketh tome. 37¢0 
Ful litel thinken ye upon my wo, 
That for your love I {wete ther as 1 go. 


Y. 3692. a erewe lowe] What kind of thing this was to & 
borne under the tongue I do not underfiand, 


— 
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No wonder is though that I fwelte and {wete, 
I mourne as doth a lamb after the tete. 
Ywis, lemman, Ihave fwichelove longing 3705 
That like a tartel trewe is my mourning. 
I may not ete no more than a maid, 
Go fro the window, jacke fool, fhe faid : 
As helpe me God it wol not be, compameé. 
I love another, or elles I were to blame, 3710 
Wel bet than thee by Jefu, Abfolon. 
Go forth thy way, or I wol caft a fton; 
And let me flepe ; a twenty divel way. 
Alas! (quod Abfolon) and wala wa! 
That trewe love was ever fo yvel befette : 3715 
Than kifie me, fin that it may be no bette, 
For Jefus love, and for the love of me. 
Wilt thou than go thy way therwith? quod fhe. 
Ya certes, lemman, quod this Abfolon. 
Than make thee redy, (quod fhe) [comeanon. 3720 
This Abfolon doun fet him on his knees, 
And faide, fam a lord at all degrees: 


Y. 3703. Lfivelte and fucete] Srecit 1, Sax. fignities ta die. 
Chaucer ufes frecite to lignity thie Tet ol areata geetion 
Gf fpiits. See ver. 1383, 9550. WLP. Ag, dence Our word 
Sultry Sceltry) to expres awe teeth si cut. 


H. 5709. eel eh deycor a Ca, ie iss foe 
the fake of the rhyme’ inflead ote or. coer. cut : 
We ufe frre bin che fume finic. bia. ite steer ie 


i 


fans 3 in tome of the velt in oe Darn. Tie editions tea 
As helpe ie Ged and tne toil Foams. 
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For after this I hope ther cemeth more; 
J.emman, thy grace, and, fwete bird! thyn 

The window fhe undoth, and that in haf 
Have don, (qnod fhe} come of, and {pede t] 
l.cft that our ncigheboures thee ¢fpie. 

This Abfolon gan wipe his mouth ful dri 
Derke wus tne night as pitch or as the cole, 
Aad at the window fhe put out hire hole, 
Aad Abfolon him felle ne bet ne wers, 

Put with his mouth he kill hire naked ers 
Ful favorly, er he was ware of this. 

Abak he flerte, and thought it was amis, 
For we! he wift a woman hath no berd. 

He felt a thing all rowe, and long yherd, 
And faide, Fy, alas! what have do? 

Te he, quod fhe, and clapt the window t 
And Abiolon gcth forth a fory pas. 

A berd, a berd! faid Hendy Nicholas ; 
By Goddes corpu. this goth faire and wel. 

This fely Abfolon herd every del, 

And on his lippe he gan for anger bite, 
And to himfelf he faid I fhal thee quite. 


PY. wag. fyn ave) The editt. have made it thy 
orci. theriohe word ; it fenifes grace, favour, prot 
ROG. say mivice ald ure, Mercy and grace-— 
svasd cichamrido, In whofe proteciion faim put. A 
dippradtmt Centon, Col ab fol. 49, be 5 

sere boaus thurtieoste fore, 

Aud foyde, Manges fd on ave 

vs vdrinke lette ome ms. 
Wh: tre lfyuie cre meh ve woler@ood ta inean with 
aa sis ‘his pelage OF Sm ee 


“pemiserssab te PALE’ 


(Who rebbeth shey,whekroteth naw his ling: 
With daft, with {énd, with Bram, with cloud 
Bat Abéeiba? that taich fallofc Alas! - [ct 
My Soule betake ante Ssthante:i1 - - 
Bet me wars eer than ll hs oa (wo Be} 
Of thie defpit awwroken for to be... 
Alas! alas! thee Ine hed yblent: 
His hote love is cold astd all yqueint ; 
For fro that eime that be tiad kift hire ers 
Of perainours ne rsaght he not a kers, 
For he was heled of his maladies 
Fal often paramours he gan defie, 
‘And wepe asdoth a child chat is ybete, 
A fofte pas he went him over the flrete 
‘Tatil a {mith, men callen Dan Gerveis, 
That in his forge fmithed plow-harneis; 
te tharpeth fhare and cultre befily. 

his Abfolon knocketh ail efily, 

ad faid, Undo, Gerveis, and chat anon. 

What, who art thou? It anit Abfolon. 

‘at, Abfolon ? what, Crifles fwete tre, 
y rife ye fo rath ? ey benedicite! 
iteileth you? fome gay girle, God it wote, 

brought you thus upon the vigs 

int Neote x 


5760 





3765 
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Of all his play ; to word again he yafr . 
He hadde more tawe on his diftaf 
Than Gerveis knew, and faide, Frend fo dere; 
That hote cuiter in the cheminee here 
As lene it me, I have therwith te don; 3778 
¥ wol it bring again to thee ful fone. . 
Gerveis anfwered, Certes were it gold, 
Or in a poke robles al} untold, 
‘Thou fhuldeft it have, as 1 am trewe fmith. 
Ey, Criftes foot, what wol ye don therwith? 378@ — 
Therof, quod Abfolon, be as be may, = - 
T fhal wel tellen thee another day; 
And caught the culter by the colde ftele. 
Ful foft ont at the dore he gan to ftele, 
And went unto the earpenteres wall; 9783 
He coughed firft, and knocked therwithal} 
Upon the window, right as he did er. 
This Alifon anfwered, Who is ther 
That knocketh fo? | warraat him a thefe. 
Nay, nay, (quod he) God wot, my fwete lefe, 
¥ am thin Abfolon, thy dereling. 3798 
Of gold (quod he) I have thee brought a ring ; 
My mother yave it me, fo God me fave, 
Ful fine it is, and therto wel ygrave ; 
This wol I yewen thee if thou me kiffe. 3798 
This Nicholas was rifen for to piffe, 
VY. 3772. more tare on bis difiaf\ So in Froifart, v. iv. p: 
92, edit. 1574, ** laura en bref temps ANE eRoupea on. 
** quenoille.” 
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_ Andthonght he wolde amenden all the. jape, 
He fhulde kiffe hig ers cr that he {cape ; 
And up the window did he hattily, 
And out bie ers. he putteth privily | 3800 
Over the buttok, tothe hanche bon; 
And therwath {pake chis clerk, this Abfolen, 
Speke fwete hird, | p’ot not wher ghou art. 
This Nigholas anon let deea a fart 
As gret as.it bad buen a thonder dint, g8as 
That with the ftreke he was wel nie ybjint 5. 
And he was cedy with his yren hope, 
And Nichelas amid che ers he {mate. 
Of geth the dkinne an bondbrede al abonte. 
The hote-caker prepped fo his tquto, . 3820 
That for the (qegt ke wened for to die; 
As he were weed for wo he gan to crite 
Helpe, water, wager! help tor Geddes herte! 
This carpenter oyt of his lomber fterte, 
And herd on crie Water ashe were wooed, 3815 
And thought, alas! now cometh Noes flood. 
He fet him up withouten wordes mo, 
And with his age he {mote the cord atwa, - 
And doun goth all; he fuud neyther to lelle , 
Ne breed ge ale tii he came to che feile, 3820 


Y. 3899. an bondbrede al zboute] Ai has been added for the 
fake of the metre, but I betieve unnecedcrily. Vhe criginal 
phrafe was an bondes bre. te, an hands-bre vit! Ny fo that £04: f+ 
brede (as it is written in fome mi) woud Vaturally Conarat 
to be pronounced as a trifytlable. 


W. 3919,.b¢ fond geyther to jee) ‘Thia wa Ft. porate, Fab- 
Lita, t. il, p. 282; Qh 


fe fen 
. pede t > 
what Ys és 
canded Vagh*s 
3635 


eg 


‘Batwa aodbeian Gillin thet is fothiot. 4 






‘Til chat abmalt alt eanpty is the tonbe} 

‘The fireme of ifsmw droppeth onthe chlinbe, 

‘The fly eenguamy-wel ring and chimbe.; 1; ° 

(Of prcechedacllethnt pafied is ful yords i bald 

‘With olde folk Serd duxage is no mone.” «3. 
‘Whan that our.Heftc had herd this farmoniig 

He gan to fpeké ‘as lordly asa king, ° 

‘And fayde; What.amounteth all this wit ? 

‘What, thall we fpeke all day of holy wilt? 394 

‘The devil made. Reve for to preche, 

Or of a fouter adhipman or a leche, 

* Say forth thy Tale, andtary not the thie; 

Lo Depeford, and it is half way prime: 

* y. YBo3: the eBimbc] Kime, Teut, ment the prominency 

the flaves beyond the head of the barrel. “Fe Imiagety We ver 

exa@ and beautiful. 

+. 3902. of afonter @ Shipman or a leche} "Tho prmvetial 


‘exprediion, Bx fetore medicus, was perhape derived froin the 
fable of Phaedrus with that title, 1.1. fabs 14 ‘Phe othe 


Rx futore naucléras, is alluded to by Pynton the printer at th 
‘end of his edit. of Lytteiton's Temuren, 2gas. Cofmessp: 4] 
Speaking of one Redman, another printer, he nyse Mitut 
#6 profeéto unde nune tandem fe fateatur typographum, if) 
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But ik am-elde;'me lift not play for age; 3869 

Gras time is don, my foddre is how forage =< 

This white top writeth min olde yeres; 

Min herte is alfo mouled as min heres; 

But if | fareas doth an openers, ~~ 

That ilke frnit iseverlengerthe wers § . 3870 

‘Til it be roten in mullok or in fire. 
We olde men, I drede, fo faren we; 

Til we be reten can we not be ripe; 

We hoppe alway while that the world wol pipe; 

For in our will ther ftiketh ever a nay}, 3875 

To have an hore hed and a grene tayl, =~ 

As hath a Icke; for though our might be gon 

Our wiill defireth folly ever in on; 

For whan we may not don than wol we {peken, 

¥et in our afhen cold is fire yreken. 3880 
Four gladcs han we which J thal devife, - 

Avaunting, lying, anger, and covetife ; : 

‘Thefe foure fpiarkes longen unto elde; 

Our olde limes mow wel ben unwelde, 


_- 


3807. 4 hath a ccke] Loccace has the fame allufion, 
Leon. Intred. to ive; Et quepli, che contra alla mia eta 
*¢ parlando yaiuo, roilran nale che corofeano, che per che 
*¢ 91 porro habbr i: capo hiarce, che i. coda fia verde.” 

RW. 3880. Me cacaur hci} ‘There is fo great a refemblance 
betwecn this line and the fciiowing of The Churchyard Elegy. 
Dadtey'’s Coll. vol. 4, 

Ev'ninour o/h: livethcir wanted fires 
that I thouid certainly have contidered the latter as an imitz 
tion, ifMe Gray hin felf hac Tor referted ws Lo Ue 169 
fonnet of Petrarch as his original ; 
CL’ i’ veggioac! penfir, Uc. 


‘Whan thet our-Hoftc had herd thiaferinoning » 
He gan to fpeké'as londiy as king: i 
‘And fayde,Wihat;amounteth all thiswit?.. 
‘What, fhati-we fpeke all day of holy writ? 


‘The devil madea Reve for to preche, 

Or of a fouter adhipman ora leche, 

* Say forth thy'T'sle, and tary not the'time; 

Lo Depeford, and itis half way pringe: 

*_#. 3893. rhe eBimbe) Kime, Teut: meat the'prominency of 
the Raves beyond the head of the barrel. “Fhe imagery \s very 
exa and beautifid. 

+. 3902. of ajonter # Sbipman or a leche} "Tho proverbial 
expretfion, x fetore medicus, was perhaps derived from the 
fable of Phacdrus with that title, 1. i. fab. 1g¢ ‘The other, 
Rx futore naucleras, is aMluded to by Pynfon the printer at the 
‘end of his edit. of Lyteeiton’s Temures, 2323. [Ames 
fpeaking’of one Redman, another printer, be fy 

+ profedto unde nine ndem fe fatedtur typographum, ni 
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Lo Grenewich, ther many a fhrew isinne: 3905 

ic were al time thy Tale to beginac. 
Now, fires, quod this Ofewold the Reve, 

i pray you alle chat ye not yoa greve 

Though I anfwere, and fomdel fet his howve, 

For leful is.with force force off to fhowve. 3910 
This dronken Miller hath ytold us here 

How that begiled was a carpentere, 

Paraventure in {corne, for | am on; 

And by your leve I fhal him quite anon : 

Right in his cherles termes wol I {peke ; 3915 

I pray to God his necke mote to-breke. 

He can wel in min eye feen a ftalk, 

But in his owen he cannot feen a balk. 


i have fuppofed hat this means balf<ouay peR prinse, about half 
dour after feven A. M. the half way bctween prime and terce. 
Inthe fictitious Afodus tencnd? Parliamentum (a book not much 
older than Chancer) * Hora mediz prima” feems to be ufed 
in the fame fenfe, c. “de diebus et boris Parliainenti.” Mf. Cote 
ton, Nero, D. vi. Oo common days “* Parliamentum debct in- 
“ choari hora medic prim in diebus feftivis hora prima 
*‘ propter divinum fervitium.” In a contemporary French 
tranilation of this treatife, mf. Hzrl. 305, ** hora mediz primx” 
is rendered ** a la my heure le prime ;” in an old Englith vet- 
fion, mf. Harl.930, the oure of myd pryme ; and in another, mf. 
Harl. 3309, midde prime time. Our Author ufes prime lar3-, 
ver. 10674, to fignify that prime was confiderably patt. 

%. 3909. fet bis bowve} His hood: fo in Tr. b. iii. 775, a8 
bowve above a caul fignifies a bood over a cap. And in P. P. 
fol. 4, Serjeants at law are defcribed in Low-ves as fuk; but io 
fol, 36, it is faid, 

Shal no Sergeant for his fervice were no flke bede. 
Both words feem to be derived from the ‘Teut. boofi/, ahead. 
—Hood and cap being equally coverings forthe head, tu feta 
man’s Lowve ig the fame as to (et bis cap. See a, On NE. Sy 
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At Trompington, not fer fro Cantebrigge, 

Ther goth a brook, and over that a brigge, 3920 
Upon the whiche brook ther ftont a melle ; 

And this is veray fothe that I you tetle..: 

A miller was ther dwelling many a day, 

As any peacock he was proude and gay ! 

Pipen he coude, and fifhe, and nettes bete, -- 3925 
And turnen cuppes, and wraftlen wel-and hete. 

Ay by his belt he bare a long pavade, 

And of afwerd ful'trenchant was the blade: 

A joly popper bare he in his pouche; 

Ther n’as no man for peril dorft him touche. 3930 
A Shefeld thwitel barc he in his hofe = | 
Round was his face, and'camufe was his nofe: . 


- Tbe Reves Tale} Denyfe Simkin, the miller of Trompington, 
deceiveth two.clarkes of Soller’s-hall in Cambridge in ftealing 
their corn, but they fo manage their matters that they revenge 
the wrong to the full. This ‘Tale fs imitated from Boccacc, 
Novel the 6th, Day the oth.---This you may pafs over if you 
pleafe. Urry. 

Y. 3927. a long pavadc] It appears from ver. 3958 that the 
favade was a weapon of offence; of what fort I cannot tell, as 
I do not remember to have met withthe word any where elfe. 
Pavois, Fr. in thofe times fignified a long thield. 

¥. 3929. Asoly popper] A bodkin, according to Sp. and Sk. 
who however produce no authority for fuch an interpretation. 
The name feems to be fitter for a piftol, though I am not pre- 
pared to prove that piftols were carried in Whe pocket AnQoao= 
Cer's time. 





aya PH ABURS RAED, 
As pilled as an ape was his full : 
Hc wasa mathetdboter atthe fall. : : 


The drop ribs rd von Ng, m8 
That he ne,fmpre he frvld apanabegge; |: 

A thele be we facdoch of spon ad aaale, 
And that a flic, and uiant for to Rale 2,. We er 
His name we» Rpton Deimons Simekia. -... 5; - 
A wif he hadde cope af peble kins. ae 
The perfon plzhe soun hire father wap... bee! 
With bise-he-pat GoLanapy 4 paans of brag. 


kets, eucamee seed —— th rear 


Serv. on Shake/p. p: 20,} * 4 marhet-beter 4s ene whogihes 

“5 peice of Spe. merket.----To beat che $rF barat 
*« Knight's Tale (ver. 2255, 2294,] for--v-t0 rouse, to.fir sp.” 
Though this exptariation uf Mr “"Upton"s be not quite tatishe- 
tory, I think # far preferable to tile athors-éce the Gief. ont 
Supp. inv. Market-beter, Ia 2 more modern author fe beat the 
garkes foeme to Gignify meroly to gn.upand dopra the marist. 
Proms end Calend. by Whetlong, att iv. me, Soemiirxnes Bape 


To.gzive a bargayne tomy maf b baa 
"yy. 3939. Deinous Sinekin] His name was Simon, [ugr. ‘fie 
$924,] of which Simekin is the pe narecidy- aba git 
daisy) infoleat mangers he had acquired the Gyenamenl Dei- 
#aus, jy& as Nicholas, in the former Tale. ver. gipg, wascleped 
Hendy frora the very oppolite behaviour. A great aumber ef 
our (urnames have. been detived from .qualitics of te oni 
and it is reafonale to fuppot that at the beginning they 
merely perfonal, like what we call aickpames. If ig Poe 
Ghat the ule of hereditary (urgames waa Dot.ayen Ap. Chanea’s 
time fully eftablithed among the lower clailes of people. . 
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Ther was hir whete and eke hir malte yground. 
And on a day it happed in 2 ftound 5990 
Sike lay the manciple on a maladie, 

Men wenden wifly that he fhulde die; 

For which this miller ftale both mele and corn 

An hundred times more than beforn, 

For therbeforn he ftale but curteifly, 3998 
But now he was a thefe outrageoufly, 

For which the wardein chidde and made fare, 

But theref fet the miller not a tare ; 

He craked boft, and {wore it n’as not fo. 

Than were ther yonge poure fcolerestwo 4€C@ 

That dwelten in the halle of which I fay; 

Teftif they were, and lufty for to play, 

And only for hir mirth and revelrie 

Upon the wardein befily they crie 

To yeve hem leve but a little ftound 400§ 
To gon to mille and feen hir corn yground ; 

And hardily they dorften lay hir necke 

The miller fhuld not ftele hem half a pecke 

Of corn by fleighte, ne by force hem reve. 

And at the laft the wardein yave hem leve. 4c10 
John highte that on, and Alein highte that other; 
Of o toun were they born that highte Strother, 

**Les femmes de Ia ville montcrent en Icuts logis et en folliers.” 
In the defcription of Cambridge above cited, p. 188, there is 
mentioned 2 garret-ofle.——Mr. Warton flrongly confirn.e 
this reading, Hif. of Eng. Po. p. 432, note (n.) 
¥. 4082. Strother] & cannot find any piace of his DIME VA 
F “Ose Ll, 
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Fer ia the north, I cannot tdlien whese. 

, This Alein maketh redy all hie gere, yt 
Andon a hors the fak he ca.anon: _-: te 
Forth goth Alsin the clerk-and alfb John, -:: 
With good {werd and with bokeler by lir fide. . 
Joho knew the way, him neded not ne guide, 
And at the mille the fak adoun he Iaith, 

Alecin {fpake frft; All haile, Simond, in faith, 4¢ 
How fares thy faire doaghter and.thy wif ? 
Alein, welcome, (quod Simkin) by my lif, 


England ; there is a 6truthers or Strauther in the thire of Fi 
Scotland. 
¥. 4021. How fares} It may be obferved that Chaucer 
given his northern clerks a northern diale@. I will jutt p 
out a few particalars in which their languape differs from 
ufed in the reit of his Work. 1, They terminate thet 
perfon fingular aad the whole plural number of their vert 
es inftead of etl or en; fo nthe prefent Inflance we have—f. 
and in the lines immediately following—das, beboves, 
werkes, gas, wteges, falles.—2z. They ufe a in a great n 
ber of words which Chaucer ‘in other places writes with 
Sfwa for fo, bame for bome, fra for fro; ver. 407%, 2, bene: 
anes for bones and ones, (5c. That this was the northern; 
tice appears trom the following note, Hif. Abbat. Pipe 
Monafi. Ang. v.45. p. 816, * Et felendum quod Monachl & 
¢* Jes fcripferunt tn cartis noftria Rabage pro Rebawe."— 
3. Many of their words are of the abfolete Sax. form, as 
4031, enon for bennes; ver. 4076, whiike for whiche 3 
408 3, alfeva for alfo; ver. 4128, like (ftom frvilke) infte: 
Sfiwiche ; ver. 4130, gar for make, or let, &Pe.—4q. If Lan 
miitaken he has delignedly givea them a vulgar ungrame 
cal phrafeology. Ido not remember in any other part ¢ 
writings fuch a line as ver. 4033; 
1 is as illa miller as /s ye. 
See alfo ver. 4034, 1 is; ver. 4095, thou fs. * 
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qm alic. How pee. Wittens Ue ont: 
, Simone. quod mt. itt 2 Lar rer 
jrowes serve desmies: wrt! toe ia aie Se. 
be i9 c: d06., br Crt os ate 
Dciphe | hops Hs wo et ae 
Te av Lie Wa ett: 
epfore ab i COTM, SLU ck So rast. 
id OUT COrm rus ter. Lacie: sete QV 
VoL ipedc OS Seeeee) Lac! ST Shes 
al be don | quon Sims pe ary say. 
wol-we dom wiairs tn22 22.517 Lane 
l, righ: by tae Sopper wel; nanc 
Jobr , andicen wow tue: Gas corn garus..* 3. 
rl never wy my iace: #1 
rat the buyer wagers: cf ans rr. 
Danfweres, push. auc Wut: cat. IWwe 
vol i be memethne bem cous. 

te Low ther the 2: 
ME TYORL; takt lal we iv lo rt: 
ho, iz faith Imay oc cl vee tort 


“st 


7 oa be wan "tees &: 4”. 


27. Lbspc} hexpect. lt tpniten tle rte eapeal oe 
ure event, whether pearl CT ek er ‘ 
t. often do. Soin Bie hed ane tet bag 

} cannot / ats 
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3%. ro f , é . s 
onir 4d, 4 ‘ ’ 

Spee ¢ 





196. THE REVES TALES 


1 is as ill'2 miller asis ye. 
This miller {miled at hir nicetee, 
And thought all this n’is don but forawile. 4ce4§ 
‘They wenen that no man may hem begile, 
But by my thrift yet thal { bleec hir eie 
For all the fleighte in hir philofophie. 
The more queinte knakkes that they make 
Fhe more wol | ftele whan that I take. 4050 
In flede of flour yet wol I yeve hem bren. 
The greteft clerkes ben not the wifeft men, 
As whilom to the wolf thus {pake the mare? 
Of all hir art.ne count I not a tare. 


"Wy. 405 3. to be wolftbus fpake the mare] The ftory alluded 
to is told of a mule in Cent. Nov, Ant. WN. 94: the Mule pre- 
tends that his name is written upon the bottom of his hind- 
foot: the wolf attempting to read it the mule gives hima 
kick on the forehead and kills him; upon which the fox, who 
was prefent, obferves, “* Ognihuumo, che fa lettera, nen € fhe 
*¢ vio.” There is a fimilar ftory of a wolf and a mare in The 
moft delectable Hiftory of Reynard the Fox, edit. 1701, chap. 
xviii, but whether that ftory be in Caxton’s edition, whethe® 
it be in the Dutch book from which Caxton tranflated, whee 
ther the Dutch book be an original compofition or a tranfla- 
tion, when it was written, €9’c. are all points upon which 1 with 
ta be iaformed by fome more knowing antiquary. I will juft 
abferme that one of the fox’s tricks, chap. xiv, fcems to ‘be 
alluded to by Richal de Berbeiffel (Richard de Berbezicux] a 
Provencal poet, who died in 1333. (Quadrio, t. ii. p. 144.) 
I will cite the paffage from mf. Crofts, fol. 191, though I go 
not underftand the lait claufe ; 

anc Ranart d’Mengrin 
Tan gen no fap venjar, 
Qaan Jo fiz efcorzar, 
EU dit per efchernir 
Geapels ct gan Com eu faz no mai. 
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Out at the dore he goth:ful prively .. A0sy 
‘Whan that he faw his time foftely. 

He loketh up and tloun, til-he hath found 

The clerkes hors ther as he-ftaod_ybound 

Behind the miile under.a levefell, ; 
And to the hors he goth him faire and well, 4060 
And ftripeth of the bridel right anon. 

.. And whan the-hors was laus he gan to gon 
‘Toward the fen:ther wilde mares renne, 

And forth with wehee thurgh thick and thinne. 
This miller goth again,.no word he faid, 4065 
But doth his note, and with thefe clerkes plaid, 

"Fill chat hir corn was faire-and wel yground. 

And whan the mele is facked and ybound 

‘This John goth out and fint his hors away, 

Aod «an to crie Harow and wala wa! . 4070 
Our hors is loft: Alein, for Goddes bancs 

Step on thy feet; come of, man, al at anes 


Reynard here feems to have procured Ifegrim’s tkin to be fript 
off to make hima hood and gloves. In the Eng‘ith he procures 
the wolf's fhoes to be pulled off and put uron his own fect. 

Y. 4059. a levefell] This word is plainly derived trom the 
Sax. lefe, folium, and fer!, fedes. Atetsfel is a word of the fame 
form. Peter of Langt. p. 334, “It neched nere metefel ;” it 
‘was near the time of fitting down to dinner. A levefell there: 
fore fignities a leafy feat, an arbour. It may be underttood in 
the fame (cnfe in ‘Phe Perioncs Tale, “ right as the gay * le<e- 
fell at the taverne is figne of the win that is in the celler.”” So 
that perhaps our old proverb, Good wine ncedsno buth, meant 


originally— no arbour to drink it in. Latterly howewert levefell 
was uled for buth, av in this paffage of Raetew’s Fllinoure and 


Tut, fhe lV. 35 hee ; 
RW 


Gere eke. an oli | NN eee eee 


on gts - 





spt war arene rabm 


Alstiour warden hasitstpiferydarm:..-  « * 
This Alein-al forgatbethanelsdndacehs | . 

Al was out 6fis mind hisiefbenibes:: 4073. 

What, whilke way 0 be god fdergemnsicnia:. -:- 
The wif came lepingsmberdeuavinaes =. 

Sie Seyi, Alas! poure hora geth withefabes: « wt 

With wilde mares as ff ashéeimaypas i 

Unthank zente.on his hand chez bendihinsde, igsto 

And he that }eeteer frald habe knit. theseim, ' 
Alas! (quod. john) Alcina; for Crefice pein 

Lay doun chy fwend, amd Lihal min difwa; 

1 is fal-wight, God wate, as ts ara. 

By Goddesfeule he thalnotdctpe sshathe. 4c8y 

Why ne had thou put the capel:in the athe ? 

Il haile, Alein, by God thea isa feane. 

e “Phele {ely clerkes han fal fait yeonne 


No moe othe shins uli and the horne 

Shall from the left rouge the foxe awsic; 
See The Town and Coumry Magaxidetor May 1769,-9. 274 
»—When this note was written I was in hopes-ef betag able 00 
refer the reader to fame more creditable edition of thispoces; 
but the influence of thofe malignaat fare which{fo jong apo 
fined poor Rowley in his iron chett fcems @ill fo predominate. 
Serioufyy it were much to be wifhed that the gentiessan who is 
potieffed of the ftill remaining fragments.of thie usfortunete 
author swould print theen as foda as pofiible. Ifhe-hould not 
have leifare or inclination to be the editor hienfelf he might 
eafily find a proper perfon to take thattrouble for him, as se 
thing more would be requitite than eo-peint the feveral pieoes 
faithfully from their refpeQive mf. diftiaguithiag which ef thale 
mf, ave originals and which tranforipts, aed alfa by whom-aad 
when the tranicripts were mate, aa fat a2 Chatican be alee 

tained, 
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Toward the fen, bothe Alein and cke John; 

And whan the miller faw that they wescgon 4C90 
He half 2 lefhel of hir our hath take, 

And bad his wif go knede it in a cake. 

He fayd, 1 trom zhe clerkes were alends : 

Yet can a miller make 2 clerkes berde : 

For all his art. Yc, lee hem gon hir way. 4095 
Lo wher they gon. Ye, let the children play : 
They get hem aot fo lightly by axy croun. 

Thefe {ely clerkes rennen up and doun’ 

With Kepe, kepe; Stand, fland ; jofla, warderere. 
Ga whiftle thou, and i fhal kepe him here, 4100 
But fhortly, til chat it was veray night 

They coude aet, though they did all hie sight, 

Hir capel catch, he ran alway fo faf, 

Til in a diche they caught him ac the laf. 

Wery aad wet, as beftes in the raiz, 4105 
Cometh fely Jobo,.and with him cometh Alein. 
Alas (quod John) the day that I was borne! 

Now are we driven til hething and til fcorae- 

Our corn is ftolne, men wol us fonnes calle, 

Both the wardein and eke our fclawesalle, 4110 
¥. 4094. make a clerhes berde} i. e. cheat him. Faire la barbe, 

Br. is to thave or trim the beard; but Chaucer tranflates the 

phrate literally, at leatt when be ufes it in its metaphorical 

fenfe. See ver. 5943, and H. of F. fi. 181. Boccace has the 

fame metaphor, Deeam. viii. 10. Speaking of fume exoroditant 

cheats, he (ays that they applied themfelves ——nan 2 tadere 


m2 Lfcorticzre buaminj; ani alittle lowet—fi a foaruements \e 
harbiera fej tia ménare il rafride 





agra. SRL BEVES TAD 
And namely the sailles wala wihd lohiscest 

+ Thaspigiastiy John ashe. ee A 
Toward the mijle; ed: Bayartl in bidlbiiadl c Uc: ‘1 
The miller fitting-by-the fire he foupiyw: 2:11 bud 5... 
For it was night, tad Seether mightzhayindught, 
But for the love of God they bint befeughe . «igss6- 
Of herberwe wud of efe;as for hit péhyst. i. - 

The mpillerteide aged; Ifthe? be-agyys:!3 121/17 | 
. Swiche as itis -yet Geall:ye haye. your parta 329 +. 

Myn hous is ftreit, but-ye have reeiart: ato 
Ye tan by:argumegts maken & place;;: + 
A mile brode of twenty foot of speren’ « 
Let fee now if this ptace may fufficey. :. Oe 
Or make.it-roume with fpeclie, as is your 1° giles v 
Now, Simond, (faidehis John) by Seins Gathberd 
Ay is thou dhery, and shat is faire anfwerd.: 4126 
Lhave herd fay man fal take of twa thinges, . . a) 
Slike ashe findes, or Bike as he bringes, .:.1 5° 
But fj pecially: I pray thee, hofte dere, a 
Gar us have mete'and drinke, and make us chere, 
And we fal paien trewely atthe full:: | - -413 
With empty hand men may na havkes tull. 
Lo here our filver redy for to fpend. 

This miller to the toun his daughter fend 
For ale and bred, and rofted hem a goos, 4138 
And bond hir hors he fhuld no moge go loos, | 
And in hisowen chambre hem made a bedde, | 
With fhetes aud with chalons faire yfpredde, 


- 4133. chalons] Whatever They were Lory Yroudy wer 
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Nat from his owen bed ten foot or twelve: 
His doughtes had a ‘ed all by hice felve, ai40 
Right in the fame chambre by and by: 
it mighte be no bet, and cavic why, 
Ther was no roumer herberwe in the place, 
‘Fhey foupen, and they {peken of folace, 
And drinken ever flrong ale at the bed. Alas 
Abouten midnight weate they to ref. 
Wel hath this miller vernifhed his bed, 
Ful pale he was, for-dronken, and aought red. 
He yoxeth, and he {peketh thurgh the nofe, 
As he were on the quakke or on the pofe. alse 
To bed he goth, and with him goth his wif; 
Asany jay fhe light was and jolif; 
So was hire joly whiftle wel ywette. 
The cradel at hire beddes feet was fette 
To rocken, and to yeve the childtofeuke, 4155 
And whan that dronken was all in the crogke 
To bedde went the doughter right anon, 
To bedde goth Alein and alfo Joba. 
Ther n’as no more; nedeth hem no dwale, 
This miller-hath fo willy bibbed ale, 4160 
That as an hors he {norteth in his flepe, 
Ne of his tail behind he toke au kepe. 
His wif bare him a burdon a ful Drong, 
Men might hiy routing heren a furlong. 


fo called fram their being made gt Chalons. The qaflary \o- 
terprets them to be blankets; but a paffage in the Monaft. ~~ 
i. p. 729, would rather lead one to fuppole Chem COvenere— | 
“aut pannos pios, qui vocantur Chaluus, co We”. 


aoe ‘The nevES TALE,” 


‘The wenche routeth cke par compagnie. 4 
Alein the clerk, that herd this melodie, 
He poketh John, and fayde, Slepeft thou? 
Herdeft thou ever flike a fong er now? 
Lo whilke-a complin is ymell hem alles 
Awilde fire upon hir bodies falle, ‘a 
‘Whaherkned ever flike a ferly thing? 
Ye, they thall have the flour of yvel endings = 9 
‘This lange night ther tides me no reftey e 
But yet na force, all fhal be for the befte. 
For, John; {{hyd he) as ever mote 1thrives rq 
Mehae I may-yon wenche wol If 
Som cferdent has lawe ythapen as 3: 
For, John, ther is atawe that faieth sbusy! y+; ia 
‘That if man in o point be agreved’ 
‘That in anothiet fhe ‘thal be releved. 
Qab worn fs oleic, féehly it iena nsy,. 
And wé fur had as yvel fit to-day 5-2. 
And fin I fhal-have narramendement 
Again my loffe I wal have an‘efement °°. 
By Goddes faale it thal nan other be. 
+ "Phis John anfwered, Alin, avife thee; - ii: 
‘The miller is ¢perilous man, he fayde,. ~~ 5 
And if that he out‘of his flepe abraide, ‘+ 
He mighte donusdathe 2 vilanie.. “ile 
Alcin anfwered, I count him nat a file. “4 
And up he rift, and-by the wenche he crept.” : .: 
This wenche lay upright, and fatte fepry 20" 
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Til he fo nigh was, er the might efpie, 
That it had ben to late for to crie : 
And fhortly for to fay, they were at on. AT9S 
Now play Alecia, for 1 wol fpeke of Joho. 
This John lith-Qill a furlong way or two, 
And to himJelf he maketh routh and wo. 
Alas! (quod he) this is a wicked jape; 
Now may I fay that [ is but an ape. 4200 
Yet has my felaw fomwhat for his harme; 
He has the millers doughter in his arme: 
He auntred him, and hath his nedes {pedde, 
And | lie as 4 draf fak in my bedde; 
And whan this jape is tald another day 4205 
I fhal be baldeh a daffe or a cokenay: 


WY. 4205. 2 oshenty] That this is aterm of contempt, bore 
rowed originally from the kitchen, is very probable. A cook, 
in the bate Latinity, was called coguinator and coquinarius, 
from either ot which codenuy night calily be derived. In P. P. 
ful. 35. b.; 
And yet I fay by my foule I have no falt bacon, 
Ne no ¢ehener by Chritic culeppes tu make. 
It feems to fipmity a cook. And fo, perhaps, ia ‘The Turnament 
of ‘Tottenham, 4c. Post. t. ii. p. 243 
a\t that feat were they ferved in rich array 3 
Levery five and five had a coke ney. 
"That is, I tuppote, a cook or fcullion, to attend them. In 
thofe rhymes afcribed to Hugh Bigot which Camecen has pu- 
blithed, Brit. Col. 451, ‘upon what authority I know uct, 
Were Lin mv caitle of Bungey 
Upon the river of Waveney, 
T would ne care for the King of Cockeney, 
The author, in calling London cacteney, might QgaGaly a- 
lude to that imaginary country of Wienefs and Wosaty NOL 
was anciendy known by the name of Cok vipne Cac arnt 
4 nanie which Hickes has fhewa to be detived Gort. OE 
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I wol arife and aunftre it by my fay: 
Unhardy is unfely, thus men fay. 
And up he rofe, and foftely he went 
Unto the cradel, and in his hand it hent, 4220 
And bare it foft unto his beddes fete. 
Sone after this the wif hire routing lete, 
And gan awake, and went hire ont to piffe, 
And came again, and gan the crade} miffe, 
And groped here and ther, but fhe fond nom. 4225 
Alas! (quod fhe) I had almof mifgon; 
I had almoft gon to the clerkes bedde : 
Ey benedicite / than had | foule yfpedde. 
And forth fhe goth til the the cradel fond. 
She gropeth alway forther with hirehond, 4220 
And fond the bed, and thoughte nat but good, 
Becaufe that the cradel by it fteod, 
And n’ifte wher fhe was, for it was derk, 
But faire and we} fhe crept in by the clerk, 


Gr. A. S. p. 231. He has there publithed an excellent defcrip- 
tion of the country of Cokaigne in old Engtith verfe, but prd- 
bably tranflated from the French ; at leaft the French have had 
the (ame fable among them, for Boileau plainly alludes to it, 
fat. vi. 
Paris eft pour un riche un pais de Cocagne. 
The feftival of La Cocagna at Naples, deferibed by Key/ler, v. 
ii. p. 369, appears to have the fame foundation. It probably 
commenced under the Norman government. There is a mock- 
heroick poem in the Sicilian diale& entitled La Cuccagna Con- 
gifata, by Gio. Battifta Bafili, Palerm. 1674, in which the 
detcription of alma citta di Cuccagna begs thar; 
Sedi Cuccagna futta una montagna 
Di furmaggiu grattatu, et havi in cima 
Di maccartni awa caudate wagns- 
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AndTith ful fill, and wold han caught aflepe. 4225 
Within a while this John the clerk up lepe, 
Azad on this goode wif he laieth on fort ; 
Bo mery a fit ne had the mat ful yore: 
He priketh hard and depe as he were mad; 

This joly lif han thefe two clerkes lad 4230 
TH that the thridde cok began to fing. 
Alein wexz weric in the morwening, 
For he had {fwonken ali the longe night, 
And fayd, Farewel, Malkin, my {were wight! — 
The day is come, { may no longer bide, 4233 
But evermo wher {o I go or ride 
Kis thin awen clerk, fo have [ hele. 
Now, dere lemman, quod fhe, go, farewele ; 
But or thou go o thing I wol thee tell. 
Whan that thou wendeft homeward by the mell, 
Right at the entree of the dore behind 424t 
"Thou fLalt a cake of half a bushel find 
That was ymaked of thin owen mele, 
Which that [ halpe my fader for to ftele: 
Aad, goode lemman, God thee fave and kepe. 4245 
And with that word the gan almoft to wepe. 

Alein uprift, dnd thought er that it daw 
i wol go crepen in by my felaw; 
And fond the cradel at his hand anon. 
By God, thought he, all wrang I have mifgon $ 4250 
My hed is tottie of my {wivk to night, 
That maketh me that I go nat aright. 

Fodume Lf, 
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1 wot wel by the cradel t have mifges . 
Here lith the miller and his wif alfo. 
And forth he goth a twenty dive] way 
Unto the bed, ther as the miller lay. . 
He wend have cropen by his felaw John, 
And by the miller in he crept anon, 
And caught him by the nckke, and gan him fh 
And fayd, Thou John, thou{winethed, awake 
For Criftes faule, and here a noble game; 
For by that lord that called is Seint Jame, 
As Ihave thries as in this thort night 
Swived the millers doughter bolt upright 
While thou haft as a coward ben agaft. 

Ye, falfe harlot, quod the miller, haft? 
A, falfe traitour, falfe clerk, (quod he) 
Thou fhale be ded by Guddes dignitee, 
Who dorfte be fo bold to difparage 
My doughter, that is come of fwiche linage. 
And by the throte-bolle he caught Alein, 
And he him hent defpitoufly again, 
And on the nofe he fmote him with his fits 
Doun ran the blody {treme upon his breft : 
And in the flore with aofe and mouth to-broke 
‘They walwe, as don two pigges in a poke. 
And up they gon, acd doun again anon, 
Til that the miller fporned at 2 fton, 
And doun he fell backward.upon his wif, 
That wifte nothing of this nice ftrif: 
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For fhe was fa]l aflepe a litel wight 
With John the clerk, that waked had all night, 
And with the fall out of hire flepe the braide. 
Helpe, holy crois of Bromeholme! (the fayde) 
In manus tuas, Lord, to thee [ call. 4285 
- Awake, Simond, the fend is on me fall; 

Myn herte is. broken; helpe; I n’am but ded; 

Ther lith on up my wombe and up myn hed: 
Helpe, Simkin, for the falfe clerkes fight. 

This John ftert up as faflasever he might, 4290 
And grafpeth by the walles to and fro 

To find a ftaf, and he ftert up alfo, 

And knew the eftres bet than did this John, 

And by the wall fhe toke a ftaf anon, 

And faw a litel fhemering of a light, 4295 
For at an hole in fhone the mone bright, 

Add by that light fhe faw hem bothe two, 

But fikerly the n’ifle who was who, 

But as fhe faw a white thing in hire eye; 

And whan fhe gan this white thing efpie 43¢0 
She wend the clerk had wered a volupere, 

And with the ftaf fle drow ay nere and-nere, 

And wend han hit this Alein atte full, 

And fmote the miller on the pilled fkull, 
That doun he goth, and cried, Harrow! I die. 4305 
Thife clerkes bete him wel, and let him lie, 

And grcithen hem, and take hir hors anon, 

Aad eke hir mele, and on hir way they gouy 
- Si 





"@to . » SHE CaCas Takes, - 


That they han eteninthy Zoble-gany * pee 
For in thy thep goth many flielams- .- 4850 
Now tell] on, gant Reger by chy mampe, 
But yet | pray-thee be nat wreath fot geome; 
A man mazy {ay ful foth ia gameand play, | 
Thou fayf ful foth, quad. Rages, by my fays -. 
But foth play quade fel, asthe Ricming.Gith, 4355 
And therfore, dlerry Bailly, by.thy faith |. 
Be thou not wroth, or we departen bare, ae 
-i'hough that my Tale be of an Anfielare : : 
But natheles, I wol not eqlleit Fert, 
But er ave part ywisthou fhait-be qait. 4360 
And therwithal:he longh and-made chere, 
And fayd his Tale, as ye ful after here. 


THE COKES TALE, 
A Prentis whilom dwelt in.our citee, 
And of a craft of vitaillers was:be : 
Gaillard he was as goldfinch in the fhawe, 4355 
Broune asa bery, a propre short felawe, 
With lokkes blake kembed ful fetifly : 
Dancen he soude fo wel and jolily 
¥Y- 4355. foth play quade foci) As this is fail to have beens 
Fiemith proverb.I have inferted spel from mff. 4. 1, 2, in- 
ftead of the common.reading play. Spel, in ‘Teut. is /udus, as 
quade or quaed is malus. Sir John Harrington, in his Apologie 
of Poetrie, quotes an old faying of thedame import, Seth bourde 
is no bourde. 
' he Cokes Tale] The defeription of an unthrifty prentice 
given to dice, women, and wine, wa@ing thereby his maftes‘s 
goods, and purchafing to himfe\t Newyate. ‘The moft part of 
thie Tale is loft, or never Haiihed by Coe Aukoar, 
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Wel ought a man aviled for to be 
Whom that he brought into his privetee. 
I pray to God fo yeve me forwe and care 
If ever, fithen | highte Hodge of Ware, 
Herd Ia miller bet yfette a~werk ; 4335 
He had a jape of malice in the derk. 
But God forbede that we ftinten here, 
And therfore if ye vouchen faof to here 
A Tale of me-that am a poure man, 
I wol yoo tell as wolus ever I can 4340 
A lite] jape that fell in our citec. 
Our Hoite anfwerd and fayde, I grant it thee 
Now tell on, Roger, and loke that it be good,. 
For many a paftee haft thou letten blood, 
And many a Jacke of Dover haft thou fold A345 
That hath been twies hot and twies cold: 
Of many a pilgrim haft thou Criftes curfe, 
For of thy perfelce yet fare they the werfe, 

Y¥. 4343. a Fake of Dover] The general purport of this 
phrafe is tufficiently explained in the foliowing line, but the 
parucular meaning I have not been able to inveitigate. 

Y. 4545. of thy perfelec) An oid Boke of Kokery, which Ihave 
confuitcd upon this occafian, mf. Harl. 4016, has a reccipt for 
** ole or capon farced,” but it does not mention parfeley ; it 
only fays in general terms, ‘* ‘Take yolkes of eyeron (eyges) 
*¢ hard yfodde and hew hem finale with the herbes---and cafle 
** therto pouder of ginger pepet cancll and falt and grapes in 
** tyme of yerc.””"-————- J have lately met with another ‘I fup- 
pofe the true) receipt for ftuiing a geofe, in ml. Hard. 279. be 


begins—** ‘Take fercely and fwyals grece or fewet of a theye 
‘and parboyle hem,” &"c. 


Sy 
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That they han eten in thy Boble goos, | 

For in thy thop goth many d fie lons. 4350 
Now tell on, gontil Roger by thy name, 

But yet I pray thee be not wroth for game; 

A man may fay ful foth ia game-and play. 

Thou fayft ful foth, quod Roger, by my fay; 

But foth play guade fpel, asthe Fleming faith, 4355 
And therfore, Herry Bailly, by thy faith 

Be thou not wroth, or we departen here, 
“hough that my Tale be of an hoftelere : 

But nathcles, | wol not telle it yet, 

But er we part ywis thou fhait be quit. 4360 
And therwithal he lough and-‘made chere, 

And fayd his Tale, as ye fhul after here. 


THE COKES TALE, 


A Prentis whilom dwelt in our citee, 
And of a craft of vitaillers was be: 
Gaillard he was as goldfinch in the fhawe, 4365 
Broune as a bery, a propre fhort felawe, 
With lokkes blake kembed ful fetifly : 
Dancen he eoude fo wel and jolily 

Y- 4355. fotd play quae spel) As this is faid to have been a 
Flemith proverb I have inferted spel from mff. 4%. 1, 2, in- 
{tead of the common reading play. Spel, in ‘Teut. is Judus, as 
quade or quaed is mals. Sir John Harrington, in his Apologie 
of Poetrie, quotes an old faying of the fame import, Soth bourste 
is no hourde. 

The cokes Tale] The delcription of an unthrifty prentice 
given to dicc, women, and wince, Waking, theredy his mafter’s 
goods, and purchaling to himfelf Newgate- "The Mma Park af 

this ‘Tale is loft, or never finihed by Whe ANUHOT. 
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That he was cleped Perkin Revelour : 
He was as ful of love and paramour 437@ 
As is the hive fal of hony fsvete; 
Wel was the wenche with him mighte mete. 
At every hridale would he fing and hoppe ; 
Ee loved bet thetaverne than the fhappe ; 
For whan ther any riding was in Chepe A378 
Out of the fhoppe chider wold he lepe, 
And til that he had-all the fight yfein, * 
And danced wel, he wold not come agein ; 
And. gadred him a meinic of his fort 
To hoppe and fing, and maken {wiche difpoet ; 438e 
And ther they fetten fleven for to mete 
To plain at the dis in fwiche a firete ; 
For in the Toun ne was ther no prentis 
‘That fairer coude cafte a pair of dis 
Than Perkin conde, and therto he was fre 4385 
Of his difpence, in place of privetee ; 
That fond his maifter wel in his chaffare, 1 
For often time he fond his box ful bare. 
For fothly a prentia, a revelour, 
‘Lhat haunteth dis, riop.and paramoaur, 4390 
His maitter thal it in his fhoppe abie, 
Al have he no part of the minftralcie ; 
For theft and riot they ben convertible, 
Al can they play on giterne or ribible, 


Y- 4375. riding—in Chepe] There were fometimes juts ta, 
Cheaptide. Hollings. v. ll. p. 348. But pethage any poocekas 
imay be meant. MT. Af 1, 2, tead revel. 
¥- 4377. And til] And is added. 
¥- 4394 they play] $0 mf, C. ; ali the tek read hte 
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Cleped The Selves: Leen de of Cupiides:. 
Fher may he fo the large woonden wide . 

Of Lucrece, ind-of Babylon Thilhes .. 

The fwerd of Dide fos the falic Ruesy = 8 - 

The tree of Phillis for hire Demrophéds- aats 

The plaint of Deisnive und Hermion,. =“. '- 
Of Adriane and Yfiphilecs 
The barteine ile Rondiug in the fee} 
The dreint Leandte for hisfayre Haro; et 
The teres of Heleine, and cke the we | “ye 
Of Brifeide and of Ladoniia; Dot 
"The crucltec of thee, Quene Medes, 


the Diftourse, fo’c. n. 3. that The Canterbury Tales were the 
work of bis lateft years. When the Duchefs Blanch died he wa 
one-and-forty, a time of life which, I beHeve, a maa S&idom 
calls his youth, til he w-advaaced at feat twenty years be 
yond it. 

¥- 4481. The Seintes Legends of Cufide} In the edit. it scal> 
ed The Legende of Good Women; in mf. Fairf. 16, The Le 
gendis 6f ix Gode Wouren. According to Lydgate [Prel. # 
Boccace) the number was to have been nineteen, and perhapt 
the Legende itfelf affords fome greund fer this notion ; fe vet. 
183. But this sumber was prubabty never cothpleted, and tht 
laft ftory of Hypermuefira is Seemingly unfinifhed.-—— In th 
paflage the Man of Lawe omits two ladies, Vix. Cleopatra att 
Philomela, whofe hiftories are in The Legende, and he esr 
merates cight others of whom there are no hiftories in Th 
Legende as we have it at prefent: are we to fuppofe that they 
have been loft? ——With refpeé to the time of Chaucer's writisg 
‘rhe Legende fee the Difcour/e, €5'c. n. 3. 

¥. 4486. The plaint of Deianire) This reading ts fupparted 
by several mil. of middling authority, but the better copit 
read Diane, and mf. 4. Syane. There ls a nymph Cyane ln OWd 
[Metam. 1. v,} who weegs herfelf into a fountain, but set # 

love. 


x 
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THE MANOF LAWESPROLOGUE. 


Oor Hofte faw yel that the brighte fonne 

The ark of his artificial day had ronne 

The fourthe past and half eo boure end more; 

Aadthough he were not depe expert in lore 

He wifte it was the eighte-and-twenty day 4425 

Of April, that is meflegerto May, 

And faw we] thac the thadow of every tree 

Was as in lengthe of the fame quantitee 

That was the body erect that canfed it, 

And therfore by the shadow he-toke his wit 4430 

That Phebus; which that fhone fo clere sad bright, 
egrees was five-and-forty clombe on hight; 

«ind for that day, as in that latitude, 

It was ten of the clok he gan concluie, 


And fodenly he plight his hors aboute. A435 
Lordings, quod he, I warne you ell this route 
The fonfthe partie of this dey is gon: - 


Now for the love of God ani.of Seine John 
Lefeth no time, ae ferforth as-ye may. 
Lordings, the time it wafteth night anddzy, 4440 
And fttelcth from us, what prively fleping, 
And what thurgh negligence in uur waking, 
As doth the ftreme, that turneth never again, 
Defcending fro the montagne into a plain. 

Y. 4421. Our Hofte few wel) Concerning the time of day 
sncant to be pulnted out in thy following \ince fee Tae bir 


COUSe, &%c. $ Ss. 
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And with that word he with a fobre chere 
Began his Tale, and fayde as ye fal here. 


THE MAN OF LAWES TALE. 


O scathful harm, condition of poverte, 
With thirft, with cold, with hunger, fo confounded, 
To afken helpe thee fhameth inthin herte, 4533 
H thou non afk, fo fore art thou ywounded, 
"That veray nede anwrappceth al thy wound hid. 
Maugre thin hed thou mutt for indigence 
Or ftele or begge, or borwe thy difpence. 452§ 
Thou blameft Crift, and fayft ful bitterly, 
He mifdeparteth richefle temporal; 
Thy neighebour thou witeft finfully, 
And fayft thou haft to litel and he hath all: 
Parfay (fayft thou) fomtime he reken fhall, 4539 
Whan that his tay] fhal brennen in the glede, 
For he nought helpeth needful in-hir nede. 
Herken what is the {entence of the wife, 
Bet is to dien than have indigence, 
"Thy felve neighebour wol thee defpife ; Als 


bake, Bee. have wee bauke, E.—hbave we bake, B. §, HA 
Davee Nake, Ca. 2.—therehicke bath no lak, Ca, 1. —' Phe readet 
may take his choice or them. 

Tite Muon of LmcesT ae] Lady Cuftance, the Empcror’sdaugh- 
ter of Rome, after her marriage with the Soudan of Surrey 
through the malice of the Soudan’s mother fuffereth great 
trouble and milery with her young child Maurice, but yet ia 
the end is reitoved to comfort. 

Y. 4534. Betis ta dicen] VWs ying oC Soldmon is quated it 

Reins cle ist RO. 857 348° MOUS VIAL TOV Qe quarreanee” 


THE MAN OF LAWES PROLOGOE. ars 
Hath fayd hem in fwiche Englifh as he can 
Of olde time, agknoweth manyaman; - 4470 


And if he have not fayd hem, leve brother, 

In o book, he hath fayd hem in another : 

For he hath told of lovers up and doun’ 

Mo than Ovide made of mentioun 

In his Epifolis, that ben ful olde, 4478 
What fhuld [ teHen hem fin they ben tolde? 

In youthe he made of Ceys and Alcyon, 

And fithen hath he {poke of everich on 

Thife noble wives, and thife lovers eke, 

Who fo that wol his large volume feke 4480 


“¥. 4477. In youtbe be made of Ceys] The ftory of Ceyx and 
Alcyone is related in the introdudtion to the poem which was 
for fome time called ‘The Dreme of Chaucer, but which, in the 
ml. Fairf.16,and Bod.6 38, ismore properly entitled The Booke 
of the Ducheffe. ‘The following note, which has been prefix- 
ed to it in al] the later editions, is in mf. Auirf. in the hand- 
writing of John Stowe ; ‘* By the perfon of a mourning knight 
$* fitting under an oke is meant John of Gaunt, Duke of Lan- 
‘* caiter, greatly lamenting the death ofone whom hee entirely 
** loved, fuppoted to be Blanche the Duchetle.” [believe John 
iv very right in his conjecture. Chaucer himfelf, in his Leg. of 
G. W. 415, fays, that he made ‘The Leth of Blaunche the Du- 
cheiie; and in the poem now under confideration he plainly 
alludes to her name, ver. 948; 

Aad faire white the kete; 
That was my lidys name right. . 
On the uther hand che knight is reprefented, ver. 455, 6; 
Of the ape of fourc-and-lwenty yere, 
Upon his berde but tel bere 
whereas John of Gaunt, at the death of Blanche in 1359, was 
abou: nine-and-twenty years of age. But this perhaps was a 
éefigned mifteprefentation.—I will jutt obferve that the wan- 
ner in which Chaucer {peaks of his ownage at the Ame Uo 
compositua is a confirmation os what has been {yess 
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Non other meffege wold they thiderSaede; ” 


But comen hemfelfto Rame, thinarthd endé;: 4308 


And in fwiche place as thought bepkuvagtage. 
For hir estente they taken bir herbergages:: -1~ 

_ Spjourned hin thefe marchusies in thae¢oun: 
A certain time, as fell to hir plefamees) - 5: '..* 
And fo befell that the excellent renown. - ae 
Of the emperoures deughter, DameCafhency 
Reported was with every cireumflamce.-- -'*- : 
Unto thefe Susrien marchants in fwiche wit 
Fro day to day as I thal you devife. - 

This was the commun vois of everyman: 457§ 
Our emperour of Rome, God him fe, ; 
A doughter hath that fin the world began, 

To recken as wel hire poodnefle as beante, 

N’as never fwiche another as is fhe; 

I pray to God in honour hire fuftene, as8e 

And wold the were of all Europe the quene, . 
In hire is high. beaute withouten pride, 

Youthe withouten grenehed or folic: 

‘To all hire werkes vertue is hire guide; . 


Humbleffe ‘hath flaien in hire tyrannie: asts 


She is mirrour of alle curtefie, 
Hire herte is veray chambre of helineffe, 
Hire hond miniftre of fredom for almeffe. 
And al this vois was foth, as God is trewe; 
But now to purpos let us turne agein. 4590 
Thefe marchants han don {caught hir thippes newe, 
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Thy litel children hanging by the hals 
For thy Jafon, that was of love fo fals: 
© Hipermeftra, Penelope, Alcefte! A495 
Your wifhood he commendeth with the befte. 
But certainly no word ne writeth he 
Of thilke wicke enfample of Canace, 
"hat loved hire owen brother &nfully g 
(Of all fwiche curfed florice I fay Fy) - 45CO 
Or elles of T'yrins Appolonious, 
ow that the curfed king Antiochus 
Kerafc his doughter of hire maidenhede, 
"Nhat is fo horrible a tale for to rede, 
Whan he hire threw upon the pavement. 45CS§ 
And therfore he of ful avifement 
N’old never write in non cf his Sermons 
Of fwiche unkinde abhominations: 
Ne I wol non reher{c, ifthat I may, 
But of my Tale how thal [ don this day? 4540 
Me were loth to be likened douteles 
To Mufes that men clepe Pizrides, 
( Metar:crphcfecs wote what | mene) 
Lut natheles | recche not a bene 
Though | come after him with hawebeke; ge 15 
1 fpeke in profe, and let him rimes make. 

Y- 45t2. To Mufcs thar men clepe Pievides] Ye rather means, 
Ithink, the daughters of Picrus, who conenced withthe Motes, 
and were changed into pies. Ovid. Mera. Vv. 

%. 4515. 00th brecebske] So mf. 4. The otter ce Seca 
are—tucee d bake, md. UR 1, ama be Lee oor ey 


Soxmedll, ay 





a 
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Was writ the deth of Hector, Achilles, 7 
Of Pompey, Jolius,.or they were born; . - 
The ftrif of Fhebes, sand of Hercules, . 4620 


Of Sampfon, Turnus,.and of Socrates- 

The deth; bet:mennes wittes ben fo dull : 

That no wight can wel rede it at the fail, 
This Soudan fer his prive-councel fent, 

And fhortly of this materefor te pace,.. abss 

He hath to hem declared his entent, _ 

And fayd hem certain, but he might have grace 

To han Caftance, within 2 hitek {pace 

He n’as but ded, and charged hem.in hie 

To fhapen for his liffom remedie. 4630 
Diverfe men diverfe thinges faiden ; 

They argumentes caften up and dona ; 

Many a fubtib refon forth they laiden ; 


poet about the middle of the tath century. Fabric. Bibl. ied. 
Etat.iny. Bernardus Carnotenfis et Sylvefris. 1 will tranfcribe 
here the original linesfrom mf. Bod. 1265; 


Praejacet in fleltis fertes, quam lengior atas 
Explicet et {patiis temporis ordo fuis, 
Sceptra Prorone!, fratrum difvoriia Theblt, 
Tlamma Phetkortit, Deucalienis agua. 

In fteltis Codri pavpertae, copia Croefl, 
Incefius Paridis, Eippobytique pudor. 

In jtellis Priami fpecies, audacia Turniy 
Sinfus Ulyxeus, Werculeufyue vigor. 

In flellia pugil eft Pollux et navita Typhis 
Et Cicero rhetor et geometra Thates. 

In flellis lenidum didtat Maro, Milo figurats | 
Falpurat in Latia nobititate Nero. 

Altra notat Perfis, Zgyptus parturit artes, 
Gracia doca legit, pretia Roma gerit. 


The four lines in italicks ate quoxed m the matgia of mic. & 


en 
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They fpeken of magike and abufion ; 

But finally, as in conclufion, 

They cannot {een in that non avantage, 

Ne in non other way fave mariage. 
Than faw they therin fwiche difficultee 

By way of refon, for to {peke all plain, 

Becaufe ther was fwiche diverfitee 

Betwene hir bothe lawes, that they fayn 

They trowen that no Criften prince wold fayn 

Wedden his child under our lawe fwete, 

That us was yeven by Mahound our prophete. 
And he an{wered, Rather than I lefe 

Cuftance I wol be criftened douteles : 

J mate ben hires, I may non other chefe, 

I pray you hold your arguments in pees ; 

Saveth my lif, and beth not reccheles 

To geten hire that hath my lif in cure, 

For in this wo I may not long endure, 
What nedeth greter dilatation ? 

I fay by tretife and ambaflatrie, 

And by the Popes mediation, 

And all the chizche, and all the chevalrie, 

That in deftruction of Maumetrie, 

And in encrefe of Criites lawe dere, 

They ben accorded fo as ye may here : 
How that the Soudan and his baronage, 

And all his lieges, fhuld ycriftened be, 

And he fhal han Cuftance in mariage, 


22g 


4635 
4640 
4645 
4650 


4655 


- 66 
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And certain gold, I n’ot what quantitee, 
And hereto finden fufiifant faretee. 
The fame accord is fworne on eyther fide ; 
Now, fair Cuftance, almighty God thee gide. 4665 
Now wolden fom men waiten, as J geffe, | 
That I fhuld tellen all the purveiance 
The which that the Emperour of his nobleffe 
Hath fhapen for his doughter Dame Cuftance. 
‘Wel may men know that fogret ordinance 4670 
May no maa tellen in a litel claufe 
As was arraied for fo high a caufe. 
Bifhopes ben fhapen with hire for.to wende, 
Lordes, ladies, and knightes of renoun, 
And other folk ynow ; this is the end: 4675 
And notified is tharghout al the toun 
That every wight with gret devotioun 
Shuld prayen Crift that he this mariage 
Receive in gree, and fpede this viage. 
The day is comen of hire departing, 4580 
I fay the woful day fatal is come 
That ther may be no longer tarying, 
But forward they hem dreffen all and fome. 
Cuftance, that was with forwe all overcome, 
Ful pale arift, and dreffeth hire to wende, 468s 
For wel fhe feth ther n’is non other ende. 
Alas! what wonder is it though the wept, 
That fhal be fent to ftraunge nation 
Fro frendes that {o tendrely hire kept, 
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And to be bounde under fubjection 4690 
Of on fe knoweth not his condition ? . 
Honafbondes ben all good, and han ben yore, 

That knowen wives, I dare fay no more. 

Fader, (fhe faid) thy wretched child Cuftance, 
Thy yonge doughter, foftered up fo foft,  . 4695 
And ye, my moder, my foveraine plefance 
Over allthing, (out taken Crift on loft) 

Cuftance your child hire recommendeth oft 
Unto your grace, for I thal to Surrie, 
Ne fhal I never feen you more with eye. 4706 

Alas! unto the Barbare nation 
I mufte gon, fin that it is your will; 

But Crit, that ftarfe for our redemption, 

So yeve me grace his heftes to fulfill, 

I wretched woman no force though I fpills 4705 
Women arn borne to thraldom and penance, 

And to ben under mannes governance. 

I trow at Troye whan Pirrus brake the wall 
Or Ilion brent, or Thebes the citee, 

Ne at Rome for the harm thurgh Hanniball, 4710 
That Romans hath venquefhed times three, 
N’as herd {wiche tendre weping for pitee 


Y. 4709. Or Ilion brent] ‘There is great confufion among 
the mff. in this line. I have made the bell fenfe that I could, 
without departing too far from them. Mf. 4. reads 

Or whanne Ilien brende Thebes the citee, 
which might lead one to conjecture, 
Or whanne Philip brende Thebes the citer. 
This Jaft phrafe is French. See Frojffart, ¥.\.C. B2$, °° WCW 
“* Réues (2 cifé et environ.” 
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Asin the chambre was for hire parting ; 

But forth fhe mote wheder the wepe or fing. 
O firfte moving cruel firmament! 4715 

With thy diurnal fwegh that crovdeft ay, 

And hurtief all from eft til occident, 

That naturally wold hald another way, 

Thy crouding fet the heven in {wiche array 

At the beginning of chis fierce yiage 4720 

That crusl Mars hath flain this marriage. 
Infortunat afcendent tortuous, 

Of which the lord is helpeles fall, alaa! 

Out of his angle into the derkeft hous, 

O Mars, o Atyzar! as in this cas; 4725 

O feble Mone! unhappy ben thy pas, 

Thou knitteft thee ther thou art not received, 

Ther thou were wel fro thennes art thou weived. 
Impradent Emperour of Rome, alas! 

Was ther no philofophre in al thy toun? 47390 

Is no time bet than other in fwiche cas? 

Of viage is ther nan electioun, 

Namely to folk of high conditioun, 


¥. 4725. O Mars, o Atyzar] Somf. A. Other mff. read, 
Atbafir, Atayzer, Attezer, Atazir. Tara not akrolager enough 
to determine which is the right word. 4tizar, Span. and At- 
tifer, Fr. fignify to light a fire, to infame; but whether that 
fenfe can have any place here lamdoubiful. 
Y- 4732. is ther non clectioun] In the margin of mf. C. 1, is 
the following quotation; ** Omnes concordati funt, quod 
46 k/eGiones fint debiles, nifi in divitibus: habent enim ifti, li- 
“6 cet debilitentur eorum clediones, tadicem, 1. narivitates 
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‘Wat whan a rote isof a birth yknowe? 

‘Alas! we ben to lewed or to flow. ” 
‘To thipis broughe this wofal faire maid 

Solempnely, with every circumftance : 


Now Jefa Crift be with you all, the faid. 
‘Ther n'is no more, but Farewel, fair Cuflance. | 
‘She peineth hire to make good countenance; 47 
And forth I let hire fayle in this manere, 
And turne I wol againe to my matere. 
‘The mother of the Soudan, well of vices, 
Efpied hath hire fones pleine entente, 
How he wol lete his olde facrifices; a7 
And right anon fhe for her confeil fente, 
And they ben-comen to know what fhe mente; 
And whan affembled was this folk in fere 
She fet hire down, and fayd as ye ful here, 
Lordes, (fhe fayd) yeknowneverichon 47 
‘How that my fone in point is for to lete 
‘The holy lawes of our Alkaron, 
‘Yeven by Goddes meffager Mahomete; 
But bn avow to grete God I hete, 
‘The lif thal rather out of my body fterte 47 
‘Than Mahometes lawe out of myn herte, 
What fhuld us tiden of this newe lawe 
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For we rencied Mahound our creance? 

But, Lordes, wol ye maken affurance, 

As | thal fay, afienting to my lore? 

And J fhal make us fauf for evermere. 
They {woren and aflented every man 


To live with hire and die, and by hire flond; 


And everich on, in the beft wife he can, 
To ftrengthen hire fhal all his frendes fond. 
And fhe hath this emprife ytaken in hond 
Which ye full heren that | fhal devife, 
And to hem all fhe fpake right in this wife. 
We fhul firft feine us Criftendom to take; 
Cold water thal not greve us but a lite ; 
And J thal fwiche a fefte and revel make 
That, as I crow, I thal the Soudan quite: 
Yor tho his wif be criftened never.fo white 
She thal have nede to wafh away the rede 
Though thea font of water with hire lede. 
O Soudannefle, rote of iniquitee, 
Virago thou Semyramee the fecond, 
O ferpent under femininitee, 
Like to the ferpent depe in helle ybound, 
O feined woman! all that may confound 
Vertue and innocence, thurgh thy malice 
Is bred in thee, as neft of every vice. 
O Sathan cnvious! fin thilke day 
‘hae thou were chafed from our heritage, 
Wel knoweft thou to woman the ALE WAYS 


a 


4760 


4765 


477@ 


4775 


4788 


478s 
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Thou madeft Eva bring us in fervage, 
Thou wolt fordon this Criften mariage: 
Thin inftrument fo (wala wa the while!) 43 
Makeft thou of women whan thou wolt begile. 
. This Soudanneffe, whom {thas blame and wari 
Let prively hire confeil gon hir way: 
What fhuld | in this Tale longer tarie? 
She rideth to the Soudan on a day, 45 
And fayd him that the wold reneie hire lay, 
And Criftendom of preites hondes fong, 
Repenting hire fhe Hethen was fo long; 
Befeching him to don hire that honour 
That the might han the Criften folk to felt; 48 
To plefen hem { wol do my labour. 
The Soudan faith, | wol don at your heft, 
And kneling thanked hire of that requeth ; 
So glad he was ne n’ifte not what to fay, 
She kift hire fone, and home fhe goth hire way. 
Arrived ben thele Criften folk to lend 4 
In Surrie, with a gret folempne roate, 
And haftily this Soudan fent his fond 
Firit to his mother and all the regne aboute, 
And fayd his wif was comen out of doute, rt 
And praide hem for to riden again the quene, 
"The honour of his regne to faftene. 
Gret was the preffe, and riche was th’ array 
Of Surriens and Romanes met in fere. 


The mother of the Soudan riche and gry 
Jolume I, AS! 
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Received hire with all fo gladachere.' .|.- - 

As any mothes might hire: doughter dese; 

A fofte pas folempmely they riders 20. he 
Noughe trew.i the triumph of Jalms,.- - 

Of which that Lacan maketh ihe wb 

Was realler or niowe curious «©... 

hag was th’ aflemblec of tits blistal bait 5. 

Butte this fcorpion, this wicked gof, . - ots 


The Soudanneffe, fox all hire flattering . 48235. 
Caft under this ful mortally to fing. : es 
The Soudan cometh himfelf fone after this . 

So really, that wender is to tell, : 


And welcometh hire with alle joye and blis. 

And thus in mitthaad joye [let hem dwell; 4830 

The fruit of this matere is that I tell. . oo 

Whan time came, men thought it for the beft 

‘l’bat revel ftint, and men go to hir reft. ‘ 
The time come is this olde Soudannefle 

Ordeined hath the fefte of which | toldc, 4833 

And to the fefte Criften folk hemdrefle 

In general, ya, bothe yonge and olde. 

Ther may men feft aad realtee beholde, 

And deintees mo than I can you devife ; 

But all to dere they bought it or they rife. 4840 
O foden wo, that ever art fucceffour 

To wordly blis! {preint is with bitterneffe 


¥. 4341. O foden wo) I Mall tranfcribe the following paffage 
from the margin of mf. C.1, hough 1 Know vot from what 
ft is borrowed, as it confirms the tedings Wopedis 


- STUPEMEAWOF AWE ECS, 
*T Wh’ ende of the joyer bf our workdly labour 
‘We occupieth the fyhref our gladucfle, 








‘The unware wo of harm that éorncth: bebinde,: 

For thortly forte tellen at a word,- 

“The Soodan wad the Crien cveich on tee oe 
Ben all socbewe aad ftiked at the bord... .. 4850 
‘Baitiit were only Dame Cuftance alone, 

‘This olde Soudanneffe, this curfed crone, 

Hath with hire frendes don this corfed dede, 

For the higefelf wold all the contree lede, 

Ne ther was Sarrien non that was converted, 
"That af the confeil of the Soudan wot, 4856 
‘That he n’as all to-hewe er he afterted ; 

And Cuftance han they taken anon fote-hot, 

And io a thip all ftereles (God wot) 

‘They han hire fet, and bidden hire lerne fayle 4860 
‘Out of Surrie againward to Itaille. 

the text; “ Semper mundanse letitiz: trifitia repentina foc 
* cedit. Mundana igitur felicitas muttis amaritudinibus eft ro- 
« fperta. Extrema gavail ludus occupat. Audi ergo falubre 
 confillum ; in die bonorum ne immemor famalorum.” The 


editt. read, Ofoudan wo, t9'c. 
. 4858. fote-bot] Haltily, with all expedition. See Gowers 
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A certain trefor that the thither ladde, 
.nd [oth to fayn vitaille gree plentee, 

“hey han hire yeven, and clothes eke fhe hadde, 
And forth the fayleth in the falte foe. 4865 
O my Cuflance! ful of benignitee, 

O Emperoures yonge doughter dere! 

He that is Lard of fortune be thy ftere. 
She bleffeth hire, and with ful pitous vois 

Unto the crois of Crift thus fayde the: 487e 

O clere, o weleful auter, holy crois! 

Red of the Lambes blood ful of pitee, 

That wefh the world fro the old iniquitee, 

Mc fto the Fende and fro his clawes kepe 

That day that I fhaldrenchen inthedepe. 4875 
Victorious tree, prote@ion of trewe, 

That only worthy were for to bere 

The King of heven with his woundes newe, 

The white Lamb, that hurt was with a fpere ; 

Flemer of fendes out of him and here 48f 
On which thy limmes faithfully extenden, 

Me kepe, and yeve me might my lif to amenden. 

Yeres and daycs fleet this creature 
Thurghout the {ce of Grece, unto the Straite 
Of Maroc, as it was hire aveuture ;: 4 
On many a fory mele now may the baite ; 
After hire deth ful often may fhe waite, 

Or that the wilde waves wol hire drive 


Vato the place ther as the fhalarwe. 
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* Med miighiten afken why the was not flain? 
Eke at the fefle who might hire body fave? 
<And f anfwer to that demand again, 

‘Who faved Daniel in the horrible cave, 
‘Ther every wight {ave he, matter or knave, 
‘Was with the leon frette or he afterte? 
No wight but God, that he bare in his herte, 
God lift to thew his wonderful miracle 
In hire, for we fhuld feen his mighty werkes: 
Crift, which that is to every harm triacle, 
By certaiti menes oft, as knowen clerkes, 
‘Doth thing for certain ende that ful derke is 
‘To mannes wit, that for onr ignorance 
Ne can nat know his prudent purveiance. 
Now fith the was not at the fete yawe, 
Who kepte hire fro the drenching inthe fee? 
‘Who kepte Jonas in the fi hes mawe, 
‘Til he was fpouted up at Ninivee ? 
‘Wel may men know it was no wight but he 
‘That kept the peple Ebraike fro drenching, 
With drye feet thurghout the fee palling. 
‘Who bade the foure fpirits of tempett, 
‘That power han to anoyen lond and fee, 
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Wher might thie woman mete and drinke have? 
Three yere and more how lafteth hire vitaille ? 
Who fed the Egyptian Mary in the cave 4910 
Or in defert ? no wight but Crift fans faille. 

Five thopfand folk it was as gret marvaille 
With loves five and fithes two to fede: 
God fent his foyfon at hire grete nede. 

She driveth forth into our ocean 4925 
Thurghont our wide fee, til at the lafk 
Under an hold, that nempnen [ ne can, 

Fer in Northumbcrlond, the wave hire caf, 

And in the fand hire fhip ftiked fo faft 

That thennes wolde it not in all a tide: 4930 
The wille of Crift was that fhe fhulde abide. 

The Conftable of the caftle doun is fare 

To feen this wrecke, and al the fhip he fought, 

And fond this wery woman ful of care; 

He fond alfo the trefour that fhe brought: 4935 
In hire langage mercy fhe befoughte, 

The lif oyt of hire body for to twinne, 

Hire to deliver of wo that fhe was inne. 

A mancr Latin corrupt was hire {peche, 

But algate therby was fhe underitond. 4940 
"The Conftable, whan him lift no lenger feche, 
This woful woman brought he to the lond. 
She kneleth donn, and thanketh Goddes fond; 
But what fhe was fhe wolde no man feye 
For foule ne faire, though thar inc fouldc deye. 4948 
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She (aid the was fo mafed in the fee 
‘hat the forgate hire minde, by hire trouth. 
‘The Conftable hath of hire fo gret pitee, 
And eke his wif, thst they wepen for routh t 
She was fo diligent withouten flouh 4956 
‘To ferve and picten everich in that place 
"That all hire love that loken in hire face. 
‘The Conftable and Dame Hermegild his wif 
‘Were Payenes, and that contree every wher 
But Hermegild loved Cuftance ashirelif; 4955 
And Cuftance hath fo long fojourned ther 
Jn orifons, with many a bitter tere, 
‘Til Jefu hath converted churgh his grace 
Dame Hermegild, Conftableffe of that place. 
In all thatlond no Crier dorfte route; 4960 
All Criften folk ben fled fro that contree 
‘Thurgh Payenes, that conquereden all aboute 
‘The plages of the north by lond and fee. 
‘To Wales fled the Criftianitee 
Of olde Bretons dwelling in this iles 4965 
‘Ther was hit refuge for the mene while. 
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Bright was the fonne as ix thet Semmnere dzy,~ 
For which the:Comftable and hie wif alfo, - 4978 
And Cuftanee, han ytake the ri a 
Toward the feoe farlong way or ‘rwe, 
To plaicn and td.remen to and frog... 


Croked and olde, with cyen fa yhhette. ... 4986 
_In the pame pf Criff, (cried this blinds Beton) 
Dame Hermegild, yeve me my fight again. ; 

This lady .wexe afraied of that foun, 
Left that hire hufbond, thortly fot to fain, 
Wold hire for Jefu Crifteslove have flain, 498% 
Til Cuftance made hire bold, and bad hire werche 
The will of Crift, as doughter of holy cherche. 

The Conftable wexe abafhed of that fight, 
And fayde, What amounteth all this fare ? 
Cuftance anfwered, Sire, it is Criftes might, 4999 
That helpeth folk ont of the fendes {nare : 
And fo ferforth fhe gan our jay declare, 
That fhe the Conftable, er that it were eve, 
Converted, and on Crift made him beleve. 

This Conftable was not lord of the place 4995 
Of which I f{peke, ther as he Cuffance fond, 
But kept it ftrongly many a winter {pace 
Under Alla King of Northurhberlond, 
That was ful wife, and worthy of his hond 
Againe the Scottes, as men may wel here; se 

Dut courne | wol againe to-my matere. 





‘Sathap, that ever us waiteth to begile, 
Saw of Cuftsnce all hire perfedtionn, 
And caft anon how he might quite hire while 
And made » yonge knight, that dwelt it that 
Love hire fo hote of foule affedtioun, 
‘That veraily him thought that he huld fpille 
Buthe of hire might ones han his wille. 
He woeth hire, but it availeth nought; 
She wolde do no finne by no wey; 
Apd for defpit he compaffed his thought 
‘To maken hire on thameful deth to dey : 
‘He waiteth whan the Conftable is away, 
And privily upon anight he crepte 
In Hermegildes chambre while the flepte. 
‘Wery, forwaked in hire orifons, 
Slepeth Cuftance, and Hermegilde alfo, 
‘This knight, thurgh Sathanas temptations, 
Alll foftely is to the bed ygo, 
And cut the throte of Hermegilde atwo, 


*¥. $002.) The following plot ofthe knight agajnft Co 
[irom this ver. to ver. 030,) and alfo her adventure 
Reward [from ver 330 to ver. §344,] are buth to t 
(with fome fall var ina tloryin the Gof Rom 
ch. tot, mf, Harl. 2270. Occleve has verfified the who 
as he has aoother from the famne colleétion. De Job 
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And layd the blody knif by Dame Cuflance, 
And went his way, ther God yeve him mifchanceé, 

Sone after cometh this Conftable home again, 
And eke Alla, that king wasofthatlond, 

And faw his wife defpitoufly yflain, 5025 
For which ful oft he wept and wrong his hond; 
And in the bed the blcdy knif he fond: 

By Dame Cuftance. Alas! what might fhe fay ? 
For veray wo hire wit was all away. 

To King Alla was told all this mifchance, 50g0 
And eke the time, and wher, and in what wife, 
That in a fhip was fonden this Cuftance, 
As here before ye han herd me devife : 
The kinges.herte of pitee gan agrife 
Whau he faw fo henigne a creature 9035 
Falle in difefe and in mifaventure. 

For as the amb toward his dech is brought, 
So ftant this innocent beforn the king : 
This falfe knight, that hath this trefon wrought, 
Bereth hire in hond that fhe hath don thisthing: 5c40 
But natheles there was gret murmuring 
Among the peple, and fayn they cannot geffe 
That fhe had den fo great a wickednefle ; 

For they han {cen hire ever fo vertuous, 

And loving Hermegild right as hire lif. 5045 
Of this bare witnefle everich in.that hous, 
Save he that Hermegild flew with his knif. 

This gentil king hath caught a gret mol 


\ 
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OF this witnefs, and thought he wold enquere 

Deper in this cas, trouthe for to lere. 5050 
Alas! Cuftance, thou haft no champion, 

Ne fiyhten cinft thou not, fo wala wa! 

But he that ftarf fur our redemption, 

And bond Sathan, and yet lith ther he lay, 

So be thy ftronge champion this day : 5CSS 

For but if Crift op thee miracle kithe 

Withouten gilt thou fhalt be flaine as‘fwithe. 

She {et hire doun on knees, and thus fhe fayde; 
Immortal God ! that favedeft Sufanne 
Fro falle blame, and chou merciful mayde,  5c6@ 
Mary | mene, doughter to Seint Aune, 

Beforn whos child angels fingen Ofanne, 
If I be giltcles of this felonie 
My focour be, or elles thal [ die. 

Have ye not feen fomtime a pale face 5065 
(Among a prees) of him that hath ben lad , 
‘Toward his deth, wher as he geteth no grace, 
And {wiche a colour in his face hath had, 
Men mighten know him that was fo beftad 
Amonges all the faces in that route, 5c70 
So ftant Cuftance, and loketh hire aboute. 

O quenes Jiving in profperitee, 
Duchefles, and ye ladies everich on! 
Haveth fom routhe on hire adverfitee : 
An emperoures doughter ftant alone; 5C75 
She hath no wight to whom to make hire mont. 
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-'O blood rea}, think load in this drede, -. 
Fer hen thy frendes in thy grove node! 


That fro his eyes ren the water deen: 
Now haftily:de fecche a book, quod hd,. - 
Apittif this knighs wol fweeen hew that a 
This woman flow, yet wel we eeavite, — 
Whom chat we wel that thal ben wor julien go8s 
A Breton beok, written with Bvangiles, 
Was fet, and on this book he fwére anon 
She piltif was, and in the mene whiles 
An.hond him fmote upon the nekke bone, 
That doun he fell at ones as a ftone, goge 
And both his eyen broft out of his face 
In fight of every body in that place. 
A vois wa$ herd, in general andience, 
That fayd, Thou haft defclandred gilteles 
The doughter of holy chirche in high prefoaces 5095 
Thus haft thou don, and yeehold I my pees. 
Of this mervaille agaft was all the prees; 
As mafed folk they Ronden everich on 
For drede ef wreche, fave Cuftance alone. 
Gret was the drede and eke the repentance 5100 
Of hem that hadden wronge fufpection 
Upon this fely innocent Cuftance : 
And for this miracle, in conclufion, 
And by Cuftances mediation, 
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The king, and many another in that placé, = 5 £05 
Converted was, thanked be Criftes grace. 

, This falfe knight was flain for his untrouthe 
By jugement of Alla haftily; 
And yet Cuftance had of his deth gret routhe; 
And after this Jefus of his mercy 5110 
Made Alla wedden ful folempnely 
This holy woman, that is fo bright and thene; 
And thus hath Crift ymade Cuftance a quene, 

But who was woful (if { thal not Jie) 

Of this wedding but Donegild,andnomo, 5rf5 
The kinges mother, ful of tyrannie? 

Hire thoughte hire curfed herte braft atwo; 
She wolde not that hire fone had do fo : 
Hire thoughte a defpit that he thalde take 
So ftrange a creature unto his make. 5120 

Me lift not of the chaf ne of the ftre 
Maken fo long a tale as of the corn. 
What fhulde I tellen of the realtee 
Of this mariage, or which cours goth heforn, 
Who bloweth in a trompe or in an horn? 512s. 
The fruit of every tale is for to fay; 
They ete and drinke, and dance, and fing, and play." 
They gon to bed, as it was fkill and right, 
For though that wives ben ful holy thinges, s* 
They moften take in patience a night 51399 
Swiche maner neceflaries, as ben plefinges 
To folk that han ywedded hem with ringes, 
Feolume Ll, Ke 





453 YSE WAX GF LT AWEE TILY. 


Ard wv a ine bir hetmefe abide 
ot: S26 ee time, it pay po bet be7ae. 
O-. hire oe gat a kmave cide anon, ee 
Ac itoa d:tsep, and bis Comsadle eke, 
Tis eke nes wii to kepe, whan he ts gra 
7 2 Scctiapo ward, hss fomes for to teke. 
>" +w faire Cuitance, that is fo hambte az amrcée. 
S; lenz ts cos with chile ti that Ci} gd 
she hilt hire chambre, abiding Crifles will. 
The ::me is come, a knave child fhe dere; 
Niauric.cs az the fontftone they him caiie. 
"Tnis Cor isdle Coth forth come a mefiager, 
. ‘wrote unto his king that cieped was ANe, i223 
}.oe thir ch: blicful tiding is befaile, 
atdether tidings §pedeful for to fav. 
Kee hath the Iettre, and forth he goth his way. 
1 iis nm ciager, to don his avantage, 
Vite dc kinces mother rideth fwitke, 109 
enlfaiceth iure tul fsire in his langage. 
Af lame, quod he, ye ray be glad and biithe, 
Andthankcon Ged an hundred thoufand £che; 
Tv Iidv aucie hath chuid, withouten doute, 
Ve juye and blile of all this regne aboute. eIS§ 
L.o here the lettre feled of this thing, 
That IT nott bere in all the haft [may : 
If ye wol ought unto your fone the king, 
Dam your fervant bothe night and day. 
Denegilde anfwerd, As now at thistime nay; 5160 
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But here { wol all night thou take ihv reit, 
To-morwe wal | tay thee what me {eik. 
This metiager drank fadly ale and wine, 
And ftolen were his lettres prively 
Out of his box, while he tlepe as a twine; “1/- 
And conrret:ted was ful tubnilv 
Another letzre, wrauehe fal finfuile, 
Unto the king directe of ric matere 
Fro his Conitahie, as ye thai atrer here. 
This lettre {pake, the quene delivered wis 
Of fo horridie a femiliche crearure, 
That in che caftle non fo hardy was 
That any white dorte tnerein endure : 
The mother was an elfe by aventure: 
Yeome, by charmes or br torcerie, "r-° 
And everich man hateta hire compagnie. 
Wo was this king whan he thi lerrr: nai a 
But to no wight he told his farve: fare, 
But of his owen hand he wrore avs.n; 


ta 
el 


Welcom.e the tonde of Ceritt tor evermore ei 
To me, that am now lerned cn his ter:- 
Lord, weicome be thy lu:t amd sniy ph Gance; 
My luft { put aii in chyn orsinane:. 
Kepeth this child. ai be ir faule or fiirs, 
And cke my wif, unto min huine -omina « coe 
Crift wnan him lit may fen ten mi sn ae.s: 
More acreabie than this to say iikes#. 
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Which to thesu¢iager was taken feme, = °° 
«ind forth he goth, ther.ienamoretddenc. 3298 

O meflager fulfilled of dronkenefie} 
Strong is thy breth, chy limmes‘fileren ap, - . 
and thou bewepiaht alle fecrencile; - Pol, ' 
‘Thy mind is lorne, thon jangleft sea jays. 
Thy face istourpedinanewarep:;.. . $198 
Ther dronkenefie regneth in any rowe he f 
Ther is no copfeil hid writhancen donte. . 

¢ O.Dopegild! [ne have wen Reelith digne 
Unto thy malice and. thy tirannie, " 
And therfore to the fende I thee religne, g200 
Let him enditgn of thy traitorie. " 
Fy, mannith, fy| o nay by God { lie; 
Fy, fendliche fpirit! for | dare wel tele 
"Though thow bere walke thy {pirit a in helle. : 

Thismeflager cometh fro the king again, 5205 
Andat the kipges modrescourt he light, ' 
And the was of this meflager ful fayn, 
ind -plefed him in all that ever.the might.- 
He dranke and wel his girdel underpight; 
He flepeth ang he {noreth in hisgife 5210 
All night until the fonne gan arife. 

Eft were his lettres ftelen everich on,: 
And contrefered lettres in this wife. 

¥. 519%. O mefager] “ Quid turptus ebriow, cai ferter in 
** ore, tremor in corpore; qui promit ultra, occulta; 


_ © cui mens alienatur, facies ae ie toatur? nu. enim latet 
** fecretum ubi regret CorietaaS Mary c. i 
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"The king commanded his Conftable anon, 
Up peine of hanging and of high jewife, sats 
‘That he ne fhulde foffren in no wife 
Coftance within his regne for to abide 
‘Three daies and a quarter of a tide; 
But in the fame fhip as he hire fond 
Hire and hire yonge fone, and all hire gere, 5220 
‘He fhulde put, and croude hire fro the lond, 
And charge hire that the never eft come there. 
O my Cuftance! wel may thy ghoft have fere, 
And fleping in thy dreme ben in penance, 
‘Whan Donegild caft all this ordinance. gna 
‘This meffager on morwe whan he awoke 
‘Unto the caftel halt the nexte way, 
And to the Conftable he the lettre toke; 
And whan that he this pitous lettre fey 
Ful oft he fayd Alas, and wala wa! $230 
Lord Crift, quod he, how may this world endure, 
So ful of finue is many a creature? 
O mighty God! if that it be thy wil 
Sin thou art rightful juge, how may it he 
That thou wolt foifren innocence to spill, 
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And Cuftance with a dedly pale face 

The fourthe day toward the thip the went 3 
But natheles the taketh in goodentent —s. 
The will of Crift, and kneling on the ftron4 
- She fayde, Lord, ay welcome be thy fond. 

He that me hepte fro the falfe blame, 
‘While J was in the lond amonges you, . 
He can me kepe fro harme and eke fro thames" 
In the falt fee, although [ fe not hew : 

As ftrong as ever he was he is yet now : 

In him truft I, and in his mother dere, 

That is to me my fail and eke my ftere. 

- Hire litel child lay weping in hire arm, 
And kneling pitoufly to him fhe faid, 

Pees, litel fone, I wol do thee n0 harm: 

With that hire couverchief of hire hed the brai 
And over his litel eyen the it laid, 

And in bire arme fhe lulleth it ful faft, 

And into the heven hire eyen up fhe caft. 

Mother, quod fhe, and mayden, bright Ma 
Soth is that thurgh womannes eggement 
Mankind was lorne, and damned ay to die, 
For which thy child was on a crois yrent : 
Thy blisful eyen faw all his turment, 

Than is ther no comparifon betwene 
Thy wo and any wo man may fuftene. 

Thou faw thy child yflain before thin eyen, 
And yet now liveth my litel child garfay : 
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Now, Lady bright! to whom all woful crien, 5270 
“Thou glory of womanhed, thou faire May! 
‘Thou haven of refute, bright terre of day! 
Rew on my child, that of thy gentilleffe 
Reweft on every rewful in diftreffe. 
O litel child, alas! what is thy gil, sus 
‘That never wroughteft finne'as yet parde? 
Why wol thin harde father have thee fpilt? 
© mercy, dere Conftable! (quod the) 
As let my litel child dwell here with thes 
And if thou darft not faven him fro blame, 5280 
So kiffe him ones in his fadres name, 
Therwith the loketh backward to the lond, 
And faide, Farewel, houfbond roatheles! 
And up fhe rift, and walketh doun the ftrond 
‘Toward the thip; hire foloweth all the prees: 5285 
And ever the praieth hire child to hold his pees, 
And taketh hire leve, and with an holy entent 
She bleffeth hire, and into the thip the went. 
Vitailled was the thip, it is no drede, 
Habundantly for hire a ful long fpace ajo 
And other neceffaries that fhuld nede 
She had ynow, heried be Goddes grace: 
For wind and wether, almighty God purchace, 
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And afkethi wher his wif and his child is; 
The Conftable gan about his herte cold, 
And plainly all the matere he him told 5360 
As ye han herd, I can tell it no better, 
And fhewed the king his {ele and his letter; 
And faide, Lord, as ye commanded me 
Up peine of deth, fo have I don certain. 
This meffager turmented was til he 5305 
Mofte beknowe, and tellen plat and plain 
Fro night to night in what place he had Iain : 
And thus by wit and fubtil enquering 
Imagined was by whom this harm gan fpring. 
The hand was xnowen that the lettre wrote, 5310 
And all the venime of this curfed dede, 
But in what wile certainly I n’ot. 
The effceet is this, that Alla out of drede 
His moder flew, that moun men plainly rede, 
For that fhe traitour was to hire ligeance. 5315 
Thus endeth this old Donegild with mefchance. 
‘Vhe forwe that this Alla night and day 
Makcth for his wif and for his child alfo 
Ther is no tonge that it telien may. 
ut now wol [agen to Cuftance go, $320 
That fleceth in the fee in peine and wo 
Five yere and more, as liked Criftes fonde, 
Or that hire fhip approched to the londe. 
Under an Hethen caftel at the laf, 
(Of which the name in my tewr\anrGnd) 5325 
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Cuftance and eke hire child the fee up caf. 
Almighty God, that faved all mankind, 

Have on Cuftance and on hire child fom mind, 
That fallen is in-Hethen hond eftfone 


In point to {pill, as I thal tell you fone. 5330e 
Doun fro the caftel cometh ther many a wight 
To gauren on this fhip and on Cuftance: , 


But fhortly fro the caftel on a night, 
The lordes fteward, (God yeve him mefchance) 
A theef that had reneyed our creance, 5335 
Came into the fhip alone, and faid he walde 
Hire lemman be whether fhe wolde or n’olde. 
Wo was this wretched woman tho begor; 
Hire child cried, and the cried pitoutly ; 
But blisful Mary halpe hire right anon, 5340 
For with hire ftrogling wel and mightily 
The theef fell over bord al fodenly, 
And in the fee he drenched for vengeance ; 
And thus hath Crift anwemmed kept Cuftance. 
O foule luft of luxurie ! lo thin ende, 5345 
Nat only that thou fainteft mannes mind, 
But veraily thou wolt his body thende. 
Th’ ende of thy werk, or of thy luftes blind, 
Is complaining : how many may men find 
That not for werk fomtime, but for th’ entent 5350 
To don this finne, ben eythcr flain or fhent ? 
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How may this weke woman han the ftrength 
Hire to defend again this renegate ? 
O Golias! unmefurable of length, 
How mighte David maken thee fo mate? 5355 
So yonge, and of armure fo defolate, 
How dorft he loke upon thy dredful face? 
Wel may men feen it was but Goddes grace. 
Who yaf Judith corage or hardineffe 
To flcen hinw Holofernes in his tent, 5360 
And to deliver out of wretchedneffe 
‘The peple of God ! I fay for this entent, 
"lhat right as God fpirit of vigour fent 
To hem, and faved hem out of mefchance, 
So fent he might and vigour to Cuftance. 5365 
Forth goth hire fhip thurghout the narwe mouth 
Of Jubaltare and Septe, driving alway, 
Somtime weft, and fomtime north and fouth, 
And fomtime eft, ful many a wery day, 
"Vil Criftes moder (bleffed be fhe ay) 5379 
Hath fhapen thurgh hire endeles goodneffe 
To make an end of all hire hevineffe. 
Now let us flint of Cuftance but a throw, 
And {peke we of the Romane emperour, 
That out of Surrie hath by lettres knowe 5375 
The flaughter of Criften folk, and difhonour 
Don to his doughter by a falfe traitour, 
I mene the curfed wicked Soudannefle, 


That at the fcft let ficen both more and leffe. 
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For which thisemperour hath fentanon 5380 
lis fenatour, with real ordinance, 

And other lordes, God wote, many on, 

On Surriens to taken high vengeance: 

They brennen, fleen, and bring hem to mefchance, 

Ful many a day: but fhortly this isth’ende, 5385 

Homward to Rome they fhapen hem to wende. 
This fenatour repaireth with victoric 

To Rome ward, fayling ful really, 

And met the fhip driving, as faith the ftorie, 

In which Cuftance fitteth ful pitoufly : 539° 

Nothing ne knew he what fhe was, ne why 

She was in {wiche array, ne fhe wil fey 

Of hire eftat, though that fhe fhulde dey. 
He bringeth hire to Rome, and to his wif 

Ie yaf hire, and hire yonge fenne alfo, 5398 

And with the fenatoar fhe lad hire lif. 

Thus can our Lady bringen out of wo 

Woful Cuftance, and many another mo: 

And longe time dwelled fhe in that place 

In holy werkes ever, as was hire grace. 54CcO 
The fenatoures wif hire aunte was, 

But for all chat fhe knew hire never the more: 

I wol no longer tarien in this cas, 

But to King Alla, which I {pake of yore, 

That for his wif wipeth and fiketh fore, 5405 

I wol returne, and Ict [ wol Cuftance 

Under the fenatoures governance. 
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King Alla, which that had his moder flain, 
Upon a day fell in f{wiche repentance, 
That if I fhortly telien thaland plain, =~ 5410 
To Rome he cometh to receive his penance, 
And purte him in the Popes ordinance 
In high and low, and Jefu Crift befought 
Foryeve his wicked werkes that he had wrought. 
The fame anon thurghout the toun is born, 5415 
How Alla king fhal come on pilgrimage, 
By herbergeours that wenten him beforn, 
For which the fenatour, as was ufage, 
Rode him againe, and many of his linage, 
As wel to fhewen his high magnificence 5420 
As to don any king a reverence. . 
Gret chere doth this noble fenatour - 
To King Alla, and he to him alfo: 
Everich of hem doth other gret honour; 
And fo befell that in a day or two 5425 
This fenatour is to King Alla go 
To feft, and fhortly, if [ fhal not lie, 
Cuftances fone went in his compagnie. 
Som men wold fain at requefte of Cuftance 
This fenatour hath lad this child to fefte: 5430 
I may not tellen every circumftance ; 
Be as be may ther was he at the lefte: 
But foth is this, that at his mothers hefte 
Beforn Alla, during the metes fpace, 
The child ftood, loking in the kinges face. 5435 
| 
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This Alla king hath of this child gret wonder, 
And to the fenatour he faid anon, 
Whos is that faire child that ftondeth yonder? 
I n’ot, quod he, by God, and by Seint John; 
A moder he hath, but fader hath he non 5449 
That I of wote: but fhortly in a ftound 
He told Alla how that this child was found, 
But God wot, quod this fenatour alfo, 
So vertuous a liver in all my lif 
Ne faw I never as fhe, ne herd of mo 5445 
Of wordly woman, maiden, widewe or wif: 
I-dare welfayn hire hadde lever a knif 
Thurghout hire bref than ben a woman wikke ; 
Ther is no man coude bring hire to that prikke. 
Now waa this child as likeuntoCuftance 5450 
As poffible is a creature to be: 
‘This Alla hath the face in remembrance 
Of Dame Cuftanee, and theron mufed he, 
If that the childes moder were aught fhe 
That is his wif, and prively he fighte, 5455 
And [ped him fro the table that he mighte. 
Parfay, thought he, fantome is in min hed ; 
I ought to deme of ikilful jugement 
That in the falte fee my wif is ded. 
And afterward he made his argument; 5460 
What wot I if that Crift have hider fent 
My wif by fee, as wel as he hire lent 
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And after hoon home with the &natour 
Goth Alla, for to fee this wonder chance: 5468 
This fenttour doth Alla pret honour, 
And hafily-he feat after Cuftance g ' 
But trufteth wel hire latte not to dance: . 
Whan that fhe wifte wherfore was that fonde 
Unncthe upon hire feet fhe mighte fronde. 5470. 
Whan Alla faw his wif fairt he hirt grette, 
And wept that it was touthe for to.fees 
For 2t the firfte look he wn hire fette 
He knew wel-weraily that it was fhe; 
And the for forwe asdomb Rant asatrees. 5475. 
So washire herte fictte in-hire diftrefle 
Whan fhe remembered his unkindeneffe. 
Twies the fwouneth in his owen fight ; 
He wepeth and him excufcth pitoufly: . 
Now God. quod he, and ail his hahves bright, 5489 
So wifiy on,my foule as have mercy, 
That of your harme as gilteles am { 
Asis Maurice my fone, fo like your face, 
Eiles the fend me fetche out of this place. 
Leng was the fobbing and the bitter peine 548 
Or that hir woful hertes nuiehten cefe, 
Gret was the pitee for to here hem picine, 
Thureh whiche pleintes gran hir wo cncrefe. 


I pray you all my labour to relefe, 
T may noc tcl! hit wo until tosmorwe, 5. 
Tam fo wery for to Speke of forwe. 


ee 
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But finally, whan that the foth is wih, ° 
That Alla giltcles was-ef-hixe wo, i: :- 
I trow an hundred times han they kift,. -- :. 
And {wichb ahitiffe is cher beewix hem two, 5.495 
That fave thy joye that laltech everme co 
Ther igpon hike that avy creature - 

Hath feen.or fhal while chat the world may dure, 

Tho praied fhe hire hulbond mekely,' 

Jo releefaf hice longe prtuus pine, —. .§500 
That he wokd peay Aire fader {pecially .:. 

That af his magettee be. wold encline., .. 

To vouchefauf fom day with him to dine; 

She praied hin eke he shulde by no‘way’ 

Dato hire [sder no word of hire fay. 5505 

Sum men wold fayn bow that the ehild Maurice 
Doth this nieflage uhtil this empérour 3 
But as | geffe Alla was not {fo nice, 

To him that is fo foveraine of honour, 
‘As he that is of Criiten folk the flour, 5510 
Send any child, but it is bet to deme 
He went himfelf; and fo it may wel f{eme. 
Mhis empegcur hath granted gentilly 
Tocome to dimmer as he hin befaughte 5 
And wel rede U-he loked befily 5515 
Upon this child, and on lis daughter theught. 


Y $506. Som men volt (1yn7, See Gower; Conf. inant. B. ii. 
fol. 35,0 Lt, and the Diyoufey Te. § 15.---10 a other cite 
cumttance which fas been otroduced with the tame words, 
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Alla goth to his inne, and as him ought 
Arraied for this fefte in every wife 
As ferforth as his conning may fuffice. 
The morwe came, and Alla gan him dreffe, 5540 
And eke his wif, this emperour to mete ; 
And forth they ride in joye and in gladneffe; 
_ And whan the.faw hire fader in the ftrete 
She light adoun and falleth him to fete, 
Fader, quod fhe, your yonge child Cuftance 5525 
Is now ful clene out of your remembrance. 
I am your doughter, your Caftance, quod fhe, 
‘That whiom ye han fent into Surrie; 
It am I, fader, that in the falte fee 
‘Was put alone, and dampned for to die : 553° 
Now, goode fader, I you mercy crie ; 
Send me no more into non Hetheneffe, 
But thankcth my lord here of his kindeneffe. 
Who can the pitous joye tellen all 
Betwix hem thre fin they benthusymette? 5535 
But of my Tale make an ende I thal, 
‘The day goth faft, I wol no longer lette. 
Thife glade folk to dinner ben yfette ; 
In joye and bliffe at mete I let hem dwell, 
A thoufand fold wel more than I can tell. 540 
This child Maurice was fithen Emperour 
Made by the Pope, and lived Criftenly ; 
To Criftes chirche did he gret honour: 
¥. 5527. your Cufance) 1 hawe added your for the fake of 
the netre. 
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‘Buel let alll his ftorie paffen by; 
Of Cuftance is my Tale fpecially ; S548 


In the olde Romane geftes men may find 
‘Manrices lif, I bere it not in mind, 
‘This King Alla, whan he hie time fey, 
‘With his Caftance, his holy wif fo fwete, 
‘To Englond ben they come the righte wey, 5550 
‘Ther as they live in joye and in quiete: 
Bat litel while it lafteth I you hete 5 
Joye of this world for time wol not abide, 
Fro day to night it changeth as the tide, 
‘Who lived ever in fwiche deliteoday 5555 
‘That him ne meved eyther confeience, 
Or ire, or talent, orfom kin affray, 
Envie, or pride, or paffion, or offence? 
‘Ine fay but for this end this fentence, 
That litel while in joye or in plefance 5560 
Lafteth the bliffe of Alla with Cuftance. 
For Deth, that taketh of hie and low his rente, 
‘Whan paffed was.a yere, even as I geile, 
Out of this world this King Alla he hente, 
Y. 5552. But litel while] In Marg. C. 1, Amane ufque ad 


“«* vefperem mutabltur tempus, tenent tympanum et gaudent, 
** ad fooum organ,” 
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om Cuftance hath ful gret heveneffe 3° 5565 
zt us praien aod his foule blef{c: 
Jame.Cuftance, finally to fay, 
ird the toun of Rome goth hire way. 

» Rome ig come this holy creacere, 
findech ther hire frendes hole aad fognd; 35 70 
v is the feaped all hire aventure : | 
d whan that fie hire fader hath yfound. 
un on hire knees falleth fhe to ground,.- 
eping for teadernuile in herte-blithe,. 
ic herieth God ao handred thoulaad fithe. .. 557s 
In vertuc and-in holy almefiedede ...:°. 
hey liven alle, end never afonder weade ;.. 
Pill deth dep irtzra hewn this lif they lede : 
And fireth now wel, my [ale is as an ende. 
Now Jefu Crift, that of his might may:fende , 5 sé 89 
Joyo after wo, governe us in his‘grace, 


And kepe us alice that ben in this place, ) 5582 


